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The Old Year.

Bless the old year! He’s almost gone ;

I heard him utter a dismal moan ;

“I'm Weayy—I'm lonely—I'm wasting,”

B ’
“WHl no one breathe a blessing on
me ?”

“Thou poor old mapn, with the snow

white hair,
I'll bless thee,” sald a lady fair ;

*For thou in thy youth didst bring |

0 me
My beautiful babe in its purity !”

“Bless the old year!” the young man |

cried ;

“In merry spring he brought me my |
bride—

The richest gift to mortal given—

Brought her from the gate of Hea- |

ven |”

“Bless the old year!” the sick one said,

And gently raised his drooping head ;

“Its hours are past, and I shall be

From pain, from grief, from anguish
free 1”

The mourner breathed in tones of sad-

ness,
“Bless it, though it brought no glad-

5 5
I learned on earth no home to make ;
Bless it for its lesson’s gake! "

“Bless the old year!” eried the child |

with glee ;

*In its merry hours I was happy and
free ;

It has brought me frolic for every day;

Bless the old year ere it passes
away I”

Bless the old year! Come one and all ;
Answer to his lonely eall;

Let it 8o be the last sound he shall |

hear
Bhell echo a blessing! Bless the old
Year !

New Year in History.

The Saxons originally called this
month Woli-monat, and aiterward it
was called Aelter-Yule—aiter Chris-
mas.

The Grecians at the commencement
of every year held festive meetings to
celebrate the completion of the
sun’s annual course.

From the Gfreeks the Romans bor-
rowed tlre custom of observing the

1st of January; and from the Ro- |

mans it was received by our fore-
fathers,

In giving New Year’s gifts we at |

the present time are simply follow-
ing the example of the ancients; and
to receive such tokens of good will,
was then, as now, looked upon as be-
ing in the highest degree propitious.

The 18t of January having been ob-
served by the heatheus as a day of
great rejoicing and ofiering up pro-
fane and superstitious sacrifices to

Janus, the early Christians observed |
it as a fast to avoid the appearance |

of doing honor to a Heathen deity.
The month of January, wh.¢h brings
with 1t the Christian New Year’s day,
derived, as it is generally admitted,
that appellation from the Latin Jan-
uarius, in honor of Janus, one of the

heathen divinities. Janus, in his day, |

as St. Peter is said to do at the pre-
sent, was supposed to preside over
‘he gates of heaven.

There was an ancient custom on
New Year”s eve which prevailed In
England, and vhich is yet maintained
in many places, of young women go-
ing about with a wassail bowl of
spiced ale, with some sort of verses
that were sung by them as they went
from door to door. Wassail is de rived
from the Anglo-Saxon waeshael, be in
health. These young women accept-
ed little presents on the oce sion,
from the houses at which they stop-
ped to pay their congratulations.

Makes a Difference

I'd langh at the snow
When the chill winds blow,
An’ I'd sing when the frost come
a~prowlin’
An' I'd turn up my eye
With a wink at the sky
Ter show I don't care fur its scow
lin’,
Defiance 1'd cast
In the teeth o' the
An’ I'd joke 'bout the
cellar,
An’ the way thet it shrinks
When the mercury sinks
Ef T was the other feller.

It's easy enough
When a friend’s road is rough,

But it’s different some,
When the grievances eome
An’ lodge in the midst o' Yer fam'ly.
When the fire's getting dim
A1’ the credit is slim,

I don't say in tones mild and meller,

Thet it’s all fur our good,
Ez it's likely I would,
Ef 1 was the other feller

Wassail and Religion

Milner tells us that the introduc~
tion of Christianity among our an-
cestors did not at ali contribute to
the abolition of the practice of was-
selling. On the contrary, it began to
assume a kind of religious aspect, and
the wassel bowl, itself, which, in the
great monasteries was placed on the
abbot's table, at the upper end of
the refectory or eating hall, to be
circulated among the community at
his discretion, received the honorable
appellation of Poeculum Charitatis.
The usual bowl of the olden times
is the loving cup of to-day, and in
London after dinner the master and
wardens of all the great guilds drink
to their visitors in a loving eup and
bid them all heartily welcome. The
cup then circulates round the table,
the person who pPledges standing up
while his neighbor drinks to him.

According to Pennant, the High-
landers on New Year's Day burn jun-
iper before their cattle. The New
Year of the Persians was opened with
sfgwicultukral ceremonies, as is also
the ¢ wfth the Chinese at the
bresent day. The festival of fools at
Paris. whiech was held on this day,
contined for 240 years, when every
kind of absurdity and indecency was
committed.

Amopg the Romans.

In the Monthly Miscellany for
December, 1692, is to be found an
“Essay Upon New Year's Gifts” from
which we Ilearn that the tomans
were “great observers of the eustom
of New Year's gifts,” even when thelr
Year consisted ef only ten months of
36 days eaeh, and began in Mareh ;
also when January and February
were added by Numa to the ten
Others, the calends, or first of Jan-
uary, wer2 the time on which they
made presents ; and even Romulus and
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Tatius made an order that every year
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The Holy Spifit Given

Place—Jerusalem.

S S ‘od
other gifts, as tokens of good Persons—The apostles

makes mention of an order of Tiber-
ifus, forbidding the
New Year's gifts unless
calends of January,
at which time, as well, the senators
knights and other great men,
brought pgifts to

the Passover, commemorated lsrael's

and pointed to the Lord Jesus, our
Saviour. The second, Pentecost, [ifty
¥s after, marked the giving of the
law on Sinai, and pointed to the bap
Holy. Ghost. The third,
Feast of Tabernacles, was kept

A Writer's Musings
Charles Lamb had a strong appre-

a recent writer has

S very first of January that
| we arrive at 13 an imaginary mile-
stone on the turnpike track of human

thought and medgtation, n_ml a
ing point for fresh exertions

ecks came between
resurrection was
very bad indeed.
better is some-

acknowledgment

first step toward

|
|

do well positiyely
no such thing as a g

not worse to-day than he was

S T ¢ who is v
!"H‘r'-vml o none lukewarm ;

The Two Doors
Whisper *“ Fareweéll”
To the Old Year whisper low ;
| Then open the western door,
Open and let him go.

2. Suddenly—Unexpecta:
not gradually, as

The work of the hands not good;
wavering mind ;
thoughts of the heart not pure;
words of the lips not kind

the sound strike
y, and thus complete

a familiar emblem of

Faith that is broken or iost;

Love that is gelfish and vain,

rues of fire parted themselves off
Whisper farewell to your doubts, tongues of fire parte

To follies and faults that you know
open the western
With the old year let them go.

Turn to the sun-rising next,

the shadows are growing thin ¥
: Lord Himself longed to see

1 2] e« 3 3 Jow ‘ear
And welcome the New Year in | emblem of the languages they
Welcome the order brave,
faithfully do your part,”
the brighter hope,
the kinder heart.

Weleome the daily
Welcome the household care,

Aund over again begin,

To welcome the New

le on this day is
superstitious practice still in common

edit is attached to it.

sanctifying influences
set about with some little solemnity

diritual, more weaned from

ceremony must be performed fast-

are not at liberty to

thout any previous per-

and commented
by the people assembled. It ;s believed
that the good or ili-fortune, the hap-

party during the ensuing Year will be

The sleigh-bells jir

Ter tell him ter trudge along calmly ; |

we parted on the ground
1 £

My wife don’t know

"Twas long ago, you understand.
Some other fellow got her hand,
got the mitten.

Sacrifices to Odin.

The Scandinavians held three great

On these occasions offerings oughly perplexed and utterly at a loss

were nfade to Odin for suecess in war,
and to Freyr for a peaceful year. The
chief victim was a hog,
sacrificed to the Natter god, on ac-
count of swine having first instructed
man to plough
tinues to be observed In several places
at the present time, and points to the
custom of sun worship, and the adora-
tion of the early gods of the North.

ce of the truth, and whom Luke

Others moeking—W herever Jesugs

things of the Spirit were fooli

An Advertising Sermon 5
probably the Reribes

Pharisees, and chief priests, who
ways resisted the Holy

Goodwin, editor of the
Bazoo, recently deiiver-

ters hearts that are prepared for is
a better word than leeture, i ’ e oparet. or M

Goodwin took for his text \ll who reeeive the
1 1

the opinions of others.
PRACTICAL SURVELY.
The day of Pentecost

advertising ought to
a setting forth of

‘A great many

men make mist:

proper chanpgls. pensation of the Holy
like sowing too littie
and the truth of Christiani
old dispensgation of types an,
and ceremonies,
pletely supplanted
of the spiritual power wr
men by the Holy Ghost.
evident that a special divine
spread over the
disciples, bringin,

ing that is bound to
It is the success of the
advertisements
That time must be
allowed for the fruit to
aind be gathered, is
wheat cannot be
ter it is sowed.

atiraet atien-

as true as that
"renpcd the day af-

waliting company of
g to them the means

of advaneing  Christ's  kingdom
throughout the world,

The Holy Spirit moved directly upon
the disciples. They were made ‘Yon-
scious of His presence both by hear-

|
|
f
Jin_u' and seeing. They were filled with
| His power when touched by His
| bright-shining, genial, warming and

destructive buriing. They were moved
to speak openly to the wondering,
doubting, mocking )v(-uph‘._ Their
tongues became as it were fiery. :\
g 1t revival was to Tollow that day’s
ble
hearts that would cherish it, and thus

doors would open for the gospel to be

preached unto all nations.

The Galilean disciples w ere made |
examples of the power of Ggl's salva- |

tion. They were gathered from dif-
ferent walks in life, Aind were made up
of various dispositions and tempera-
ments. Yet they foynd i¢ possible to
wait upon G
ited them, bringing to them the pro-
n gift of His own spirit. It was
that every one who waited re-

S
ceived the baptism. IPac one was
able to sp £ words that stonished
the peopls Each one to up the
same strain, had »  same theme.

one

to his cape s
d, endued and strer

hened

mpared with generations who had
lived before them. They were divided
in opinion with reference to the work

of - God among men. They were loth |
| to quit former customs to receive any- |
thing that seemed new or hard to |
understand. As then, o0 now Yet |

God’s truth must prevail

‘A WEDDING  EXTRAORDINARY.

Husbands 2, s, 4 and 5 Will Act as

- | TUshers at the Sixth Marriage

’ §
JA WOMAN WHO LIKES A CHANGE

city and

Of a woman who is about to wed her
sixth consecutive partner for life. All
the previous five are living and four
of them will act as ushers at the
coming nuptials. I'be first would
greatly rejoice to serve in like cap-
acity, but is prevented because of an
injury ; so he contents himseli by of-
fering his home s ¢ treat for the
lioneymoon, which kindly invitation
has been accepted.

It is husband Neo. 3, according
the Sun, who is the Rochester u
His name is given as Hiram
Kramp. No sueh name appea
Rochester Directory, which must be
an oversight on the part of the Di
rectory people, for the Sun is always
right

Here is the story
in tl jou
tropolis

cember

as It appears
el ol the me
is dated Providence, D

i

rnalistic

t

| _ “The marriage of Mrs. Eleanor B. |

Linter to her sixth husband will o

| cur uext Tuesday at the Church of |
Emanuel; and  jour of h ex-hus-
| bands will act as ush 16 entire

| marital bat won! i
ent, but the first met with an
iast week and is confined to

' Contrary to. the lnary run of
| such aff: the Y and all her
| former s are on excellent
| terms. They are alsq.great { ids of
| Mr. Augustus Thistlewood, who is to

be the abundantly marrie lndy's
sixth husband.

*The future Mrs. Thistlewood was
Viiss  Eleanor Riblet when she was
| first married Her husband was ea |
Uleveland, Ohio, man. He is tiie one

j\\hu Is hurt, but he has sent her a
| wedding present, and has invited her
and M. Thistlewood to spend their

| homeymoon at Lis place, an invitation |

which has been accepted,

“In eve
tained a divoree without opposition
and without losing the [riendship of

|

| any of her spouses. She convineed
| them all that they were not well
tmated ; and every one of them ae-

» | eepted the situation gracefully and

wpectfally with  profie
| *at any time when called on
| Husband Np. 2 is a Mansfield man,
:‘ Arthur K. Singleton: No. 3 is Hiram
|
|

8 Of

Kramp, of Rochester, N. Y The
‘f.m;'tl‘ man is Elbert Edward Dewey,
| an Ignglishman, and the fifth s
| Walter ig Devenish Linter, of New
‘l.‘hi'v'. a

R ill be the turn of the last to
[ take offiee as President of the Eleanor
‘llv _l:,lxlvl Club, which was organized
f‘» few years ago by tlhe first three

ex-husbands, each of whom has served
@4 w.n as presiding officer. None but
mer  vho have been husbands of the
lady are eligible for memnership. They
dine once a year, and their‘ex-wife is
never absent from the annual dinner
in  her honor. The ditner for 1896
would have taken place earlief;, but
was deferred until Monday next, the
night before the wedding

“The bridegroom-elect would like to
be present, but the ironelad rules of
the society bar him out until he he
comes an ex-husband ; and when that
Wwill be is not known, The average
term of Mr. Thistlewood's prede

-
SOTS ‘Was ten, months. There are no
children. None of the ex-hushands
married again.

"“They will act as ushers at her wed-
nlgu;:: and at the meeting on Monda vy
night it will be moved and voted that
at all future weddings of this lady the
club will act as ushers ; also (I.Nll':l”»
bearers in the event of her death.
I'f”’ll'l Ward-Ringleton-K ramp-
Linter came here to obtain her

has

ivoree,
really too bad that Mother
Isn't alive. She wouid surely

have immortalized this matrimonial

epicure in some guch jingle as this
Sing a song o’ sixpence

A pocket tull of rye ;

Half a dozen husbands

M: d on the sly,

When the maid was single

She wished that she was wed ;

But when the dame was married

She wished that she was dead,

Her husbands eould not suit her,

No matter how they tried ;

| \v straight to the divoree conrt
This gay old damsel hied.

And when the judge had freed her

She tried the same old game :

Mra. Riblet-V rd-Singleton-

Kx‘ump»l)cw(-y Jdnter’s her name,

“ Mamma,” said Willie, “ do you pg
Jennie {ifteen dol ps a lnonﬁh X‘;.:i
looking  after me No, sixteen,”
gaid mamma. “She is a good nurss
aud deserves it.” “ Wel;, I say, ma,
T'll look after myself for ten doliars,
Youw'ii save six dollars by 1t. /

of Chicago, will liquidate,

“IAN MACLAREN'S" CREED|

Various Cpinions by New York

RIGHT, BUT T00 SHORT.

sing. The seed had fallen apon |

Most of Them Want a Good Deal More
Not Enough Chance For Theological
Newton Admires

Abbott Gives His Views

1 unitedly until He vis- |

ow Christ, to ol

was f
Various opinions were expressed by |
he i A multitude They well

the world to-day They

simplye a ereed of ethies
very good in its way,

wysteries concerning

Ever since La Fayette visited .\.a‘

1 Pateh jumped over the | Wil

DR. lrl ALL'S {IEWS,

falls, say the Roechiester Herald, it |
has been impossible for Rochester to
refrain from rushiog into print and |
distinguishing hersell in all sorts of
curious ways. Just now, the Flour
City is being handed down to fame
as the home of one of the husbands

the need of being boru agains, the par-
1en Christ is, trusted, the

s in the |

President Charles

teaching and :

would greatly aid the cause of Chris-

American publie,
comprehensive

‘o been  pre- |

PARKHURST.

as written by** lan Mae-

ching the periection of a Christian
No one can reasonably

am not so conservative as
it does not appear to
to satisiy, by considerable, all of
Christian creed.”

instance the lady has ob- |

FAUNCE APPROVES

creed proposed

fession of the very es-ence of Christi- |

of the Christian faith, but it

can recite this statement has Chris-
live by and to die
attempt to forece
into one is illusory |
and vain. But whoover by word or

tianity enough to

8pirit, allegiance ‘and life is a bene- |
factor of the Christian world.”

PLEASES DR. ABBOTT.

Brookiyn, gives
“ Auy movement,”
a simplilication of creed is
in the right direction in

universally put at the @ntrance the
result of disciplinesh P, instead of re-
cognizing it to be a conseque

DR. HARROWER AGREES,
Harrower, pastor of

Chureh, is enthusiastic ove

Watson was div
forth that ‘life creed
way, I would like to ha
Creed of the Mount.'”

/ guided in setting

world are rapidly comingt up to this

hands in Christian Sympathy with ajl
rapidly come to be g
many elements hitherto
reserved ? No restraiat
on any growth or
of truth into doctrine in

“I am determined
on the life creed, and

ren would do the same.’
NOT SUFFICIENT FOR MR.
C. Armand Miller,

Lutheran Churel
New York, view

of the Holy Trinity,
the creed as Insuffic

“To a Lutheran the ch
not forms of chur
modes of worship,

¢h government or
or of administra~

i
It is likely the Dime Savings Bank, purity, tested

‘Tan MacLaren’s-creed’ seems unsatis-

factory, because of its indefiniteness
and inadequacy. Surely eve one who
is not an atheist could subscribe to
these words. But an old-fashioned
evangelical believer, one who holds
the ecumenical ereed and the Augs-
burg Confession, the oldest state-
ment of the distinetive faith of any
Chureh, ean subseribe to :,.n.mm-!
more that he \\'(mlti. be un\\'lll_lm: to
stop with these articles of faith.
“He would like to know--first,
what does it mean, this r:llho-xlu'md
of God? Is it baped on greation
alone, or does it Include the ;lv!lu;vllm‘\'
of sonship in the Lord Jesus Christ ?
The ‘words of Jesus,’ do they mean
what they say, including a clear and
defl te claim of His own true, es
sential divinity, or are thoy to bre
emptied of their contents by ration
alizing methods ? The 't\\‘w things
which he eould not omit in :1!1_\_’_#_(;11\-»-
ment of his faith nrw_tlw m\'lm)vt_v
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
oning efficacy of His blood shed on

vary.'

Horses in His or/

The first horse tax in England was
established in 1784. ; ; :

Virgil says that ‘“the [first -1[’1\1"',
of a four-in-hand was Erichtonius.
The favorite war horse of the Duxe
f Wellington was named \'upm‘lh'l“
The first horses in New Ion
were introduced into Massachusetts
in 1629 or 1630. 4

A& licte as the ninth century Euro-
pean horses were shod only in the
winter time.

It is a tradition among the .lw'\\«
that Solomon had 40,000 chariot

| horses and 12,000 cavalry.

Assyrian monumental reécords show
l}J.‘IL.l‘I\\HlX'.\' and war wriots were
used at least 2500 B. C.

Historians believe that the horse

was first domesticated either in Cene
{ tral Asla or Northern Africas
The first King in England to estab-

lish a royal stable for breeding pur-
poses was Henry VIIIL.
Horseshoeing with iron was un-

| known in England until introduced af-

ter the Norman Conquest ‘n 1066.

Fossil ahimals, bearing a close re
semblanee to cur horses, have been
found in many parts of the world.

Arablan horses were introduced in-
to LEurope during the des, the
Barbary horses during the Moorish
occupation of Spain.

Oranges Her Steady Diet.

Ir order to be healthy and beautiful,
women  should make their habitual
beverage of water into which a little
lemon juice has been mixed, and they
should “eat plenty of fruit in all sea-
SOns. Orang are espeeially recom-
mended, this fruit possessing, it ap-
pears, extraordinary virtue. The

| Marauise de Crequy, who died at the

of the last century at the age
, and was.still then a most at
etive old lady, with ga apple-
blossom eomplexion, an abundance of

0

| snow-white, silky hair, and all her

teeth unimpaired, lived during the
last forty years of her life almost
(BN |v|~|\u\?\' on oranges. She was wont
to ent o dozen of them for her break-
fagt, and the same number for unch-
con and dinner, accompanied each

| time by a few thin slices of rye Lread

and a bowl of ¢hicken broth

Three Thousand Chinese Drowned.
A severe famine is reported from
Western China. It is particularly se-
vere in the city of Chuangtung, in Sze-

| chuen Province, where there have

been floods, which have spread over

| vast areas of country destroying hl-

most the entire rice and vegetable
crops. The inhabitants are dying by

scores from starvation, and a large

portion of the city, situated on a bluff
at a bend of the Kinsha river, was
carried under the flood by a landslide
and about 8,000 of the starving Chin-
ese were drowned, The flond had un-
dermined the base of the bluff, and n
portion of the hill,’ about five acres
in extent, fell into the water.

Flowers for Export

The cultivation of flowers for ex-
port and for the’perfumery factories
at Grasse is an [wportant industry

in 1l Riviera. Switzerland. It is
officiailv es vited that the value of
the flowers anuuall exnocted from
Nices  Cannes, “oguitsn and Mentone
i $600.000

MAN'S STUPIDITY.
He.
What ails you, dear ?
You look 8o queer !
There's something odd the matter.
I'm 'not quite sure,
But somehcw you're
Grown thin—or is it fatter ?
She.
Why, don't you know ?
You men all grow
More stupid as you're older ! t
My sleev quite new
Have puzzled you—
They're tight up to the shoulder.

Jackson Hyte—What do you con-
sider the most charming feature of
the wedding last  night ? Miss
Octavia Streete—There were gey-
eral. The bride's drets fitted badly
and I heard a number of unpleasant
remarks ahout the gifts.

Ex-Queen Liliuokalani, who has
about deeided to remain in and about
Boston for a month, has taken up her
temporary home in Brooklyne.

British papers treat the . S. For
eign Relations Committee aection na
pure buiicombe, disgraceful to the
nation,

The leading papers of the United
States make gruesome reading dur-
ing this holiday season. Murders and
lesser erimes fill their columils, sue-
ceeding one another so rapidly that
leaden-footed justice seems unable
to trace the criminals. And yet our
nelzhbors send out missionaries to
China and Japan. A people so hoast.
ful of their own grea.ness onght to
be able to vindicate their own laws

The death is announced of Joseph
Wasielewski, the violinist and histor
ian.

What is known to comme ree  as
navy piteh remains after the oil has
been extracted from the tar

LIP SERVICE.
Lord, hear my lips and not my heart

Untempted lips that purely plead
Allegiance to the better Xt

Oh, hear the word and wait the

Geed !
As winds will gshake some wretcled
reed,
Perchance to spare, perchance to kill,
My wavering heart 'twixt word and
will
Is shaken still,

Then let my loyal lips be heard
Above my heart’s rebellious cry.
If anything in me hath erred,
It iIs my heart, it is not 1!
Pags not my prayer and pledges by;
My patient lips shall steadfast sue,
That stubborn eitadel subdue,
And make them true,




