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ago the face was that of a girl—ab­
sorbed, vaguely wistful, Innocent; It 
Is now the face of a woman, though 
still girlish hi Its exquisite contour 
and soft moldings—a face almost per­
fect In Its loveliness, almost Intense 
In Its power of expression. The eyes 
seem to have grown darker, deeper; 
the mouth more resolute, the thick, 
dark brows more distant and charac­
teristic. But there Is still a more 
marked change In her expression: 
once wistful, It Is now sad, as If the 
dream had gone and an awakening 
had succeeded. There Is a touch of 
restraint, of doubt, and cloud upon lt 
that is pathetic In the extreme; pa­
thetic. and touching In a marvelous 
way; It rivets the attention and 
haunts one.

There Is a change, too, In her drees. 
In place of the old, well-worn stuff 
frock, Is a soft and elegantly made 
cashmere, with the glistening of sat­
in here and there, to mark the grace­
ful curves of the undulating figure; 
a slight band of black velvet sets off 
the white, shapely throat and the 
pale, beautiful face above It There 
are no rings on the slim, stainless 
fingers; no Jewelry anywhere: but the 

j face nor form require any ornaments 
they are enough In themselves. And 
this Is Olive, the girl whose disap­
pearance had caused an excitement 
unprecedented In the country village; 
the girl who had left the poor shadow 
of a protector and the mockery of a 
home at the word of a lover whom 
she had seen but thrice, and to whom 
she had not beep drawn by love but 
driven by necessity. j

She Is thinking of It now, as she 1 

looks steadily Into the fire with the < 
dark eyes wide open dreamily, and it i 
seems a dream. The flight, the prl- < 
vate marriage, the new home, the new 1 
life which the man she had trusted 1 
had sworn should be so bright and c 
happy.

Bright and happy; well, bright it f 
not happy for the time—for the time. 1 

As she looks back, the first two fc 
months of her new life rise before |j 
her; when Stephen Rawdon, In the h 
freshness of his passion, thought no- h 
thing too good for her; when the days t< 
passed in a round of pleasures; when ii 
the world looked bright and glad, and p 
she had begun to think and to dream h 
that she could give him back some- ft 
thing of the love she—and he—fan- a 
cled that he gave her. A life of tc 
change and pleasures, the greatest of tl 
all being that one delicious delight— 0I 
the theater. The Jewels, the dresses, d, 
the luxuries of her new home, all jti 
paled before that one pleasure—the a 
theater. Can she ever forget the sen­
sations of that first night, when the ^ 
wonders and the glories of the mimic ^ 
world were unfolded before her I How 
her husband had laughed at her ex- M 
cltement, and teased her respecting n( 
the tears with which she witnessed n( 
the misery of Ophelia and Juliet. The m 
theater! As she sits now, with that yo 
dark cloud that has fallen upon her— ^ 
that cloud that has come, not sudden- w( 
ly, but gradually and surely—the re- ye 
membrance of those nights when „„
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CHAPTER VI.
SIX MONTHS LATER.

At the end of the street Derrick 
hesitated.

“I have been very rash,” he said, 
"accepting your invitation. There 
are lots of things I have to do—let­
ters, and that kind of thing.”

Stephen Rawdon looked up with a 
quick, almost eager, remonstrance.

"You won’t change your mind!" 
he said. "Surely you will come, if 
only for an hour or two? My wife 
will be delighted to welcome you. Oh, 
come, it only for an hour or so! 'mi 
say you have no engagement?" ,

"None,” said Hastley Derrick, “but 
I have a great deal to do. Do you 

an hour’s grace?
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“Haiplet,” "Macbeth, "The Lady of 
Lyons"—all the plays so familiar to 
most persons, so strange and novel to 
her—soften the keen edge of her 
muslngs.

Yes, the cloud has gathered quick­
ly; two months of ardent passion, a 
month of gradual coolness, and now— 
The mobile lips tighten suddenly and 
the brows droop, the face looks al­
most tragic in the glow of the fire­
light e -

Her husband had grown tired of 
her.

There was the hard, naked truth 
that stared her In the face. Other
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*rb. Pin«v e-r, ’ —— ■ -

s preparation
mind giving me 
Give me your address, and I will fol­
low you home in an hour’s time to the 

I can’t ask you to wait la­minate.
cause that would not be fair to Mrs. 
Rawdon; but 1 will follow you. If you 
will let me."

Stephen Rawdon flushed In the 
tight of the gas lamp.

"All right," he said; "I will go on 
and prepare the way. Ton will follow 1894—Ladies’ House Dress, with 
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was rather isolated. People In the 
neighborhood were rather curious as 
to its occupants, and when the lady 
of the house went in or out,

TWEEDS“Thorn Villa—a rose without a 
thorn," he said. "Adieu for an hour, 
my dear fellow."

And be strode up the street to his 
chambers.

Stephen Rawdon stood looking after 
him thoughtfully, then he turned and 
walked away slowly, his lips set 
tight and his eyes cast down. He was 
thinking hard.

Presently he put his hand in his 
pocket and took out a few shillings, 
weighed them mechanically, and 
frowned; then stopped suddenly, as if 
struck by a sudden thought

It was either a very pleasant or 
very unpleasant one, for It made his 
dark cheeks flush and his eyes flash.

"Would she do It?” he muttered. 
"She shall do it!” he ground out 
fiercely, as if in answer.

Then he put up tyis coat collar and 
walked on, looking about him. Pre­
sently he came to a chemist’s; with 
his handkerchief to his face, he went 
Into the shop and asked for a little 
laudanum.

“For the toothache, sir?” queried 
the shopman blandly.

Stephen Rawdon said, "Yes; he 
could not get any sleep.”

“Be careful of the quantity, sir,” 
said the man. “If you want to get

heads
appeared at the windows, and curious 
eyes peeped over blinds and from be­
hind curtains but the lady, young 
and probably handsome, wore a veil, 
and curiosity was disappointed. She 
went out but seldom, and was never 
seen without the veil, which, though 
not thick enough to be conspicuous, 
was sufficiently opaque to conceal 
her features.

The young lady, about whom her 
neighbors were so cartons, was sit­
ting in the drawing-room of Thorn 
Villa, and, while Stephen Rawdon’s 
cab is on its way, we may, invisibly 
precede him, and satisfy our curiosity.

The room is small but comfortably 
furnished, almost elegantly, indeed, 
so far as can be seen in the only light 
thrown by the glow of the fire. There 
is a piano, good pictures, books— 
plenty of books. The young lady has
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THE PREMIER’S SPEECH.
LONDON, Feb. 12.

Addressing the Commons to-day 
Premier Lloyd George s-.id he had 
read with profound disappointment re­
plies given to President Wilson and 
the declarations of the British Gov­
ernment by Count Von Hertling, Ger­
man Chancellor and Count Czenin, the 
Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister. 
The Premier added it was perf ectly 
true that as regarded the tone there 
was a great difference between the 
speeches and he wished he could be­
lieve there was a difference in sub­
stance. Lioyd-George said the gov­
ernment stood by ttje considered de­
claration made at meetings with the 
Trades Union representatives, early 
this year, and the Government, the 
Premier added didn’t recede in the
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John Maunder,
Tailor and Clothier St. John

Stephen Rawdon had taken her to see
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And the Worst is
which they are recommended.

for Chgfc.
Used aU J. J. ST. JOHNMe. fikflOc.

-Colds Is 4ta 1S6 and 1S8 DUCKWORTH STREET.
Me. and fL.09 betake.

Whch xssx
Price, Me. WE CAN DELIVER THE GOODS
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Sc- for Address in tollThere was net a female character 
In the plays she had seen with Ste­
phen Rawdon that she did not muse 
over, weighing the actress' manner of 
delivering the words, or gestures, and 
unconsciously criticizing them. She 
had no definite idea or longing In all 
this; she did It because she was alone, 
and it was natural to her.

(To be Continued.)
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