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which twenty years before had condemned him to death.
He died in 1718 at the age of sixty-seven, having won
out of the disorders of the Revolution a modest fortune
and estate. His portrait shows a long, heavy-jowled,
mellow face, with humorous and sagacious eyes. He
was the essential moderate, who managed to steer a middle
course even in the stormy waters of the Union controversy,
but who, when occasion required, could show himself a
devoted friend and imperil his career in a doomed cause.
Wodrow describes him as a man of * unshaken probity,
integrity, and boldness against all unrighteousness and
vice "—a tribute which showed how far the race had ad-
vanced in decorum since the ancient days of Lariston.

His eldest son, Gilbert, the second baronet, sat like
his father for Roxburgh, like him and under the same title
became a Lord of Session, and for forty years adorned the
Scots bench, becoming eventually Lord Justice Clerk in
succession to Erskine of Tinewald. There is scarcely an
incident which stands out in his placid life except that
he was visited by Prince Charlie’s army on its march to
Derby, and had to take refuge in Minto Craigs. But he
created the bones of the house as we know it to-day,
laid the foundations of the fine library, planted the avenues,
made the pond, and turned the glen from a wilderness into
a pleasaunce. With his son, the third Sir Gilbert, the
family embarked on the tides of British politics, Brought
up at the colleges of Edinburgh and Leyden, he married
the heiress of the Melgund lands in Forfar and the Kynn-
ynmond property in Fife, and, partly owing to his friend-
ship with Charles Townshend (who had married Lady
Dalkeith), abandoned a promising career at the Scots Bar
for London and Parliament. In him the astuteness of his
grandfather and his power of steering a middle course
were abnormally developed. He held various Govern-
ment posts—Lordships of the Admiralty and Treasury
and such-like—and would have undoubtedly gone farther
but for his nationality, for he was a good man of business
and a brilliant debater. But he managed to remain in
office, like a permanent civil servant, when Ministers fell,
for he conciliated antagonisms and united oppositions ;
a close friend of Bute, he was also a follower of the elder
Pitt ; professing himself a consistent Whig, he became one



