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Parliament, that not four men in a hundred of all 
who hare attempted huaine*» in Western Canada 
for the poet thirty years, hare retire.! with a com­
fortable income, and mors than a three-fourths 
majority of the thousands of merchants who in 
tliat time had arisen to divide the trade of this 
country, have either fallen hopelessly out of the 
race, or have continued to work themselves gray 
in the struggle for a mete living.

May not some explanation of thg question be 
found in the following paragraph, which appeared 
in a late American Magazine ! Mar not the 
“ restless ambition to be somebody*' which Con- 
servat.re writers tell ns is agitating the New- 
World youth of tb-day, have some influence in 

, this direction f It doubtlesa haa in theprefesarôns, 
and why not in trade 1

“ Away 'from the cities, the whole range of 
lesser everyday wants turns for fulfilment to the 
oihntry store." And so it becomes a clustering 
tioint for all df village life. There is no limit to 
its possibilities. If Aunt Eunice wants anything, 
frdtn a washtub to nu ounce of paregoric, she 
knows where to find it.

The touutrii store-irtfjrr is in sums sort a puNic 
ehanu'ttr. lie finds himself used in a dozen dif­
ferent ways—as banker, oracle, refvrde, new«|W]>er, 
directory," intelligence man, etc- -almost before he 
is aware. Gossip, politics and small talk he should 
retail with the same graceful alacrity with which 
he dispense* macraboy and peppermint drops. 
Thoroughly democratic as an institution, “ the 
store* recognizes no caste, and its door swings freely 
open to all who come, whatever be their errands.'"

The sentence italicised reminds ope of a laugh­
able use \<t a similar phrase by the wife of s 
tavern-keeper in a village Bear Belleville scven.1 
years ago. The writer had driven up to the doer 
and alighted, ami was asking"the landlaify about 
the predecessor of her luislmml, who had kept 
the house whAi he visited there the year before. 
“Oh!" said she, “be got tired <»f it and retired 
from public life some six months age.—he’s away 
from here now."1

True, *U store-keepers do not get to be i-ul.lic 
men in the sense uned by the Msgszine quoted, 
but there ia a certain dignity suggested by the 
title of M merchant," aial a certain importance 
conferred by the charge of a store, which sreme 
sweet to the imagination of many. The hard fact 
becomes apparent alter a few months or year»
experience, that >

« Tiling, are not what they see in."
A sketch of a few of the failures reported by 

the different assigne, s mey l>e of interest and 
• benefit, if anything ever will teach the esee- 

^ loving youug folks of Canada, that one of the 
surest means they can take of ridding themselves 
and their confiding friends of cash and land, is to 

i enter the now lwJly overcrowded ranks of general
merchants. ,

Mr. A. was a canny Scotchman, west of the 
Ottawa, with a snug little farm, which lie culti­
vated according to the . iistom of his forcfatliera, 
until a change came o'er the spirit of hliv dream, 
end he resolved to take a store. So, five or six yearn 
ago he sold his land, bought a shop and a stock 
of goods, and began as eo many of our traders do, 
to distribute his prints and cottons, his tea and 
sugar, hia hats and loots, good naturedly amongst 
his neighbors, getting a little cash and giving »
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great deal of credit He thought, ae so many do, 
that it ia a simple thing to keep store ; that the 
concern, if once fairly started, will almost “run 
itself that the profits are tip-top, and that the 
money wifi somehow be sure to come in to meet 
bills falling dee. But the past hard winter show­
ed him how far lid was astray in his reckoning, if 
he did any, and 1870 finds him with his shop 
heavily iiimtsr»g>ri, hia bilb overdue, and hia 
book debts unrealizable, and he U forced to-aa*ign. 
If he is wise, he will go " sorrowing back through 
all the faultful pelt," resume hi* plough an-1 har­
row, try to mske another farm as he made ‘he 
lost one, and keep clear of a trade for which he 
was never trained or intended.

Take a city case, not to bs too hard on our 
country cousins A young husband, whose wife 
has a little spare money, conceives the idea of 
making an easy living out of a little fancy goods 
business in ope of our cities. He is bright and 
smart, or thinks so, and being one of your “ men 
of action," and having decided to try, atan.b not 
a upon the order of his buying, burs at once from 
willing vendor a dmp and contents, and Iwrrnws 
the funds from hi* wife to psy for them. He sits 
behind the oounUr and receives his friends, ex­
pectant that tke money will come in and the goods 
go out, and he grow rich, as if by magic. Judge 
of his disgust wli»:. he finds himself a chop-fallen 
bankrupt in ten slior* months; hb wife’s money 
gone, his stock inadequate to pay demands against 
it ; «bused by hb creditors, laughed at by bis 
friends and the world to liegin sfreeh. Mr. B. 
had blindly paid an exorbitant price for a poor 
stock and the good-will of a worn-out lmsinese, 
and now blames circumstances, tbs timea, any­
thing but himarlf for his unsuccess.

The last case w« citç b that of an ordinarily sen­
sible man, who lwgan some ten Team rince ns a 
peddler, in what waa then a remote par* of what 
we may now «ball Central Canada. Mr, C. pros­
pered in his humble wsy, paid hb way, grew to 
have a little shop, and waa made in time a muni­
cipal officer. Possibly the glimpae his office g»re 
him of politics, excited hb ambition to fill a 
higher sphere; or the toilsomeness of hb humble 
life, impelled him to try and make money by wbat 
seemed an easier method, and upon a larger wale. 
In an evil .lay he was tempted to Imy a heavy 
stock of goods; living a heretofore “good man," 
there was no difficulty in baying—on the con­
trary, the difficulty with g-wal men is to avoid 
getting overstock*! with the goods forced on them 
—snd he nude it still L.-avier by “sorting up" 
with the various coaim. n-isl travellers who came 
along, anticipetiug a good see son in tlie district 
in which he lived, Hr waa not long in learning 
that he had made a false mere, and following the 
fashion, opened s branch store, towliii hlie trans­
ferred a fourth of his goods. But this was only 
adding to hb expenses, and did not [lessen his 
troubles; i-aper lerame due— iin|« s-jblc.to be met; 
and lie celi.d s muting of his ct.s'it. i» '.be other 
•lav, and asked for time, which was granted him. 
Still, if lli.-re Iw truth in the axiom that “an 
extension, nine times out of ten» means a compro­
mise at bat," Mr. C. b far from the end of hb 
troubles, ami will have reason to regret hb unwise 
ambition for many a day.

W
Bankers' Common Place Boot.—This meet 

useful Utile l«ok should he in the hands of every 
lu*k ment ; sa its title impies, it coetaine in- 
fondation on almost every subject that crops up 
*n f banker's every-.lay experience, and mey be 
coÉftsutly referred to with profit. It comprises : 
“ A Treatise on Banking ;" ” Ten Minutes Ad-
ti«l oB Keeping a Banker ;" “ By les ou the Fo­
reign law of Bilb of Exchange," “ Heinarks on 
Bib* of Exchange <J. R. McCulloch);" “Formsof 
Bit* if Exchange in Eight European Languages;
♦' jfi.noe of Notices of Pioteet, with Remarks}' 
** glmwiri.il and Commercial Moueya;" “ A Chap- 
teresi Young Menf “The Curiosities of Bankers;" 
vficbi.mson Banking;" “On the Duties and 
Misdoings of Bauk Director*" “ Sugg.stiosia to 
Yotyig Cashiers;" snd "A Numismatic Dietioe- 

Address thb Office.

INÉ3S MATTERS IN NEW YORK.

still

(From our owe Corraspondcat)

New Yoek, May 12, 1870. 
.tithough the complaint of dull times b 

gen Tal'in the metropolis there has 1 «-eu a material 
improvement in the situation, esjwcially during 

it fortnight. One would think, to hear 
coni plain, that tliere never was such a fiat 

But the fact ia, the liusinros liaa lweu

wit tke same time last year, io all departments. 
Ool l b steady, but not active ; tl.e Public Funds 
etrijtig ami steady, and the last bauk statement 

i e sal «factory, with money easy and ideoty at 
All the ordiui t< 6 per rent.

Caipatt 
tie* Wd 
taxi burin.•xtr

iuarv .Wires of the 
ImrinrsH statua, issu re us of a summer's business, 
saff in character, and fair i'n amount But uutil

reach resumption of specie payments, aad 
ha* settled the tariff and fending ques- 

id materially minced the internal revenue 
business will not be attire, •
■test Insurance Parliament, tl.e National 

Fire Underwriters, has “cupi” and 
„ It came, it saw, bet unlike Cusar, it did 
aotironqur. After three years of extensive or­
ganization, under the auspices of the beet minds 
in the |«vfesrion, the collection of many imjwrtant 
statbth:*, and the publication of several valuable 

instructive reports, by the executive com- 
Helenéa est Carthnqo — the Board b 
practically, for it no longer ha* fiower 

beer its decrees, and the very members them- 
ve come to defy its pelt action, to which 

ven a formal and apparent sincere assent, 
run clear hrailed and courteous gentleman, 

Mr.x E. W. Crowell, of the Imperial Firs, snd 
cliairmse to the Kx. Committee, ts obliged in hb 
npurt, h> confess that thb lisi rgrnizatimi, b the 

■ ‘ rfcih of perfidy within the Board. The
ilc« have arisen, says Mr. Crowell, in ■ 
r.easnre from the infidelity of mriulera of 

outinw u household, Zirtyr/y ru period ami liy un- 
■ riptrUais end unrvlblde agents lu fact, in­
stance* are patent where companira have retained 
ageUt' who were notorious in their dbloyalty, 
and have thus jeopardize.! the profits of their 
wh*l«- business, by adding to the demoralisa­
tion created by other» of the same sort. 
Thfa confession ia highly dwreilitaMe to the 
rhnttrttr of the insurance jirofcssioe at large. If 
the^B ia l.o higher esprit fw corps in tlie I airiness 
thag unscrupulous competition, under tlie db- 
guiSe of firetcnded sdbermee to a tariff » lemaly 
.i^ited jto by a large majority of the strongest 
I orUf.aili's in tlie Union, th.il the prospect of any 
united and efficient action, with a view of main- 
taiaii.g the buxims* upon a sound twain b remote 
indeed. Of couroe, outside competition had each 
to do with the matter—^perhaps the outside com 
! uics really the entering wedge. They


