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AN EASY APPROACH TO THE IDEAL

A Procticel Plan of Direct Legilotion whereby Under the Porty System
of Government, the People Will Rule in Every Semse of the Word
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represeantalive guvernment
guvernment bas bect
tive government, of As a8
writer ably
concerning the republic. He says: “To
day, after a lapee of & contury and »
quarter, combinations of powes of finan
cial, industrial and even, political power
Bave Tound entrenchments in our ine
slitutions in the face of which for multi
tudes of our pupulstion, life is precarious,
liberty practically despaired of, and
happiness except of a kind, "nv;-n_\f-Q by
the plantation slave, unknown.” While
this statement is too strong for Canada
to-day, still we must remember that
Canada is today where the United
States were 6ty years ago, and unless
we profit by her experiences, we shall
be in fifty years where she is to-day
Now, what is to be done? We all
agree that the right system is that which
will do most for the majority of the
people, when “honest” rights are concern-
ed, the rights of the mu‘v-m_\ are the
rights of all the people. Ve agree that
the legisiators should be true and honest;
that the public rights should not he
sold to privale corporalions; that the
influence of the demagogue and the boss
should be removed f;'um the stage of
public dife. But how? We do not wish
to tedr down our present system of
represenlative government: to  desiroy
existing institutions and launch out on
some uniricd scheme. Nor need we.
Our present system of representative
government is still quite sound in prin-
but as the American writer styled
it, “other interests foreign to the prople’s
have found enltenchments.” So that
now Lhe details of that system must be
altered to suil existing conditions. Much
of the trouble arises to-day in vur legisla-
tors being entrusted with tovmuch power.
When the question is viewed in a fair,
impartial way, we are inclined to compli-
ment  our  representalives  that  they
are as goud as they are. We expect our
legislators o face temptations in public
life (hat are uukoown in private life
We are told the main safeguard is to
elect good men. We may devise a plan
to do this, bul how can we devise a plan
to kpep them good? There is Lhe diffi-
culty and the impossibility. To give
& man power is to give him the command
of wealth> Wealth is 'not far from the
first drirv of all human beings and forms
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THE REFERENDUM

The relerendum s vimply the referring
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faulty legislation No aet passed by
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The referendum may
optional or obligatory In
the Brst oase. arts of the ledidiature
beeome law at the expiration of the
quired time, unless some petition has
been Bivd In the obligatory system
the leghslature is obliged to submit all
measures ewoepl  wrgenc,
the public approval

measures fur
Usually the op-
tivasl form is the one in use although the
the obligatory method has many od
vaniages
THE RECALL

The recall is the power of the people
to reenll from office any member of the
legisdlature or official who has
proven himsell unworthy of the trust
On a petition signed by a certain number
of volers, he must resign his seatl but
be may, i he wishes, stand another elec-
ton
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as many cities and towns throughout
the union It s also mpidly geining
gound in Canada and in Eaglend
But il we wish o see dirvet legidlation
in full Buwer, we must turn to Swilarriand
where it has been in uee for aearly Bty
yrarn During this time she has com-
pletely rid herwll of the regime of exe
pluration and
mmpant. Jas
Switperiand was
democracy the world has ever sen
President Lowell stated that “The Swis
Conlfederacy is the most sucorsful demo-
eracy in Lhe world
tented. The government is patriotic,
far-sighted, efficient and economical, stea-
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THE INITIATIVE

The initiative simply means the initiat-
ing or the starting of any legislative move-
menl by the people fl is the power of
making & motion extended to the people.
For example, when a law is deanna up
by one man or a number of men, that is
making a motivn. When it is signed,
thit w second ng it The imtictive
usunlly rrv.uiﬂe.ll to tem jer cent.
of the voters Yo sign the petition to
secure its submission to the people.
This petition is first filed with the secre-
tary of the state or province, who presents
the measure to the legislature. It is
there discussed in the usual manner and
either passed, rejected or amended.
If passed, it becomes law after & certain
time, but befoge thal time i subject
to the referendum of the people. If
they reject it Lthey must refér it to a
vole of the people. If they amend it,
the law as first submitted and all siwend-
ments thereto must be returned to the
pevple, for them to decide upon. The
voice of the people is the final judgment,
any settles the issue.

In short the initiative is simply a
means of correcting the sins of omssion;
the referendum, the sins of commi n
and the recall, is a last resort lo remove
the man when the other two powers have
failed.

Now does this not appear a most
reasonable change. It does not destroy
existing institutions but simply improves
them so that they ean more perfectly
fulfi! the purpose‘for which they were
instituled. It strikes at the very heart
of the evil which has erept into our
presenl  system  and places our pub-
‘¢  business subject 1o the same
sound law and reason as our pri-
private affairs. Who of you would
think of enlrusting a man with your
business for four or five years on these
namely, that he is to have full
control of your interests; he may raise
his salary: sell your property; make chan-
ges or do anything else he may desire
regardless of your will? You are to say
nothing to bim during his four or five
years employment. Your only power
is to put someone else in his place at
the end of his time to manage your
property providing there happens to be
any left, Rather a onesided bargain

dy in its policy, not changing its course
with party fuctuations. Corruption in
publie life is practically unknown.”
HOW IT OPERATES

When we examine the workings of the
system, Lhe reason of its sucvess becomes
al once apparent. In the frat place
it is opening the door to all other res
forms. The opponents of reform have”
not been the people but the “vested
interests acting through their influence
on the rﬂmlc"! representalives.” Take
the surplus power out of the representa-
tives hands and this influence is dead.
As Professor Bryce says: “The legisla-
Lors can be “got al’ but the people cannet.”
Give the people a vuice and no power
can stand in Lhe way of necessary reform.
Besides, it is not by the rulers that re-
forms are initisted but by the people.
Evéry greal reform has been ariginated
l.( some bold and able thinker among the
plain  people. Wendell Philip  states,
“No reform, moral or intellectual ever
came from the upper classes of sociely,
All came from Lhe protests of the victims.
The emancipation of the working class
must be achieved by the working people
themeelves.

Direct legislation is the open doot
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