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' represented in our English literature, 
vide, writings of Shakespeare.

The drama is connected with action, 
and many of the theatrical pieces re­
flect the times in which they were 
written, such as the writings of the 
above dramatist and poet, which con­
tain many historical references, vide, 
Merchant of Venice and Julius Caesar 
of William Shakespeare.

Influences of Drama.
Dramatic performances may be 

defined as a systematic representation 
of life, and the object of which is to 
give instruction and pleasure to the 
audience.

The function of the English drama 
is to give pleasure to individuals who 
have different tastes.

In ancient time and in the middle 
ages, dramatic art was closely associ- 

.. ated with religious ins'ruction, and it 
cannot be doubted but that many 
sublime lessons in morality were taught 
the people by such theatrical represen­
tation as to the miracle and mystery 
plays of the middle ages, which ex­
plained many scriptural stories and 
biographical sketches of character to 
the people generally.

At the present time, the drama is an 
entertainment for the purpose of 
giving pleasure. When the piece is 
ethically pure, moral lessons are often 
inculcated.

It is natural for individuals to mimic 
human gesture and speech. It is 
noticeable in pedagogy that “ the early 
lessons in language aie caught—not 
taught” Children acquire the accents 
and gestures of their intimate associ- 
ciates very readily.

All this shows us clearly that if the 
stage was properly conducted, it might 
become productive of much good to 
the community, but owing to the pres­
ent bad management, the majority of 
ourorthdox thinkers would be inclined 
to say that the influences of the stage 
have an immoral tendency.

It is said that many of the dramatic 
pieces prasented nowadays contain 
little moral teaching, and, in some 
cases, the plays are morally impure. 
Again, the style of dress such as is 
seen on the nauseating placards and 
the clouds of suspicion which h: ng 
over the moral characters of the actors 
and actresses do not tend to produce a 
healthy moral tone or exercise an 
ethical influence on the audience. 
Moreover, from the standpoint of
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This Hotel is sheltered front all winds but that from the northwest, 
chiefly a summer wind, thus tempering the heat of the summer months, 
and*making u what it should be, a pleasure to live. To the south' of 
the hotel, and very close to it, is a small crescent bay with sandy beach, 
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political economy, it is scarcely fair to 
class the modern Stage players with 
those who are truly productive laborers, 
such as the farmer, merchant or teacher. 
The influence of the stage is certainly 
very great educationally, but its moral 
influence is not ethically praiseworthy.

If our nineteenth century stage would 
present masterpieces in literature, 
having a high moral t ne, then it would 
be performing a noble educational 
work, but alas, too often there is litfle 
in the modern drama that has a refining 
influence on the audience, or any les­
sons in ethics that help people to live 
the higher life.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.r
The Toronto Ideal Concert Com­

pany did not receive the patronage 
that the merit of the entertainment de­
served.

O’Dowd’s Neighbors, an operatic 
comedy which has convulsed San 
Francisco theatre-goers with laughter, 
comes to The V'ctoria, Wednesday, 
July 16. The company has been se­
lected to present the musical selections 
in the most attistic manner.
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GAS AND HOT WATER FITTING.
MANUFACTURER OF

Galvanised Iron Cornices, Celling*. Skylights, 
Window Cape, Fire-proof Shutters, Siding, 

Etc., Etc.
ROOFS IN TIN, GALVANIZED IRON, 

AND COPPER. '
Estimates on application.

All kinds of Jobbing and Ship Work a Specialty. 
Will be pleased to furnish estimates to 

parties anticipating putting in Water 
Closets and making sewer 

connections.
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