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yOTE AND COMMENT.

A Texas Baptist who lid not aup- 
port hie family haa been excommuni­
ât*! for that reason. Bravo 1 Bravo 1 
—Christian Index.

A Presbyterian Doctor of Dlvinitv 
traces the office of the eldership back 
to Adam. Then the world was ruined 
by a Presbyterian elder and his 
wife—Indian Baptist.

In this war of parties, to which 
Canadians are so desperately addicted, 
and in which they are losing their 
real liberties as well as their sense of 
patriotism, there ought at least to be 
sometimes a truce.—The Week.

Do you want a revival? Then 
preach revival sermona from revival 
texts, and don’t depend on exhortation 
after your long sermon from an inap­
propriate text Depend on it, there 
is much in a text—Arkansas Metho­
dist.

The law of the Christian life la the 
continual expenditure of spiritual pow­
er, and Its continual replenishment. 
When the expenditure ceases the re­
plenishment ceaaea. Think of this, 
brother. The success or failure of 
your Christian life is involved In It.— 
Nashville Ads.

One of the beat revivals mentioned 
in the New Testament was at Antioch, 
and it was begun by laymen, When 
will the laymen begin again/ Don’t 
wait for preachers ; but go to work in 
the strength of the Holy Ghost, and 
souls will be converted to God.— 
Arkansas Methodist.

Our people buy so few copies of the 
good books from our House that there 
Is a temptation to authors to smear a 
few page# with tainted doctrine to 
secure attention through the nostrils. 
A dead rat starts more inquiry than a 
tube rose. Anathemas increase sales. 
—Richmond Advocate.

A “liberal thinker,” recently, to re­
pel the charge of anti-Christian tend­
encies. said: “ Reject Jesus Christ I 
indeed I don’t: I believe he was a moat 
thorough gentleman. ” And this is 
the only meed of honor granted by 
modern “consciousness” to Him who 
came to be the Sasiour of the world!— 
Bolt. Methodist.

A late number of the N. Y. Inde­
pendent gives the result of an interview 
between a newspaper man and Lee 
Wang, a Chinese citizen of New York, 
In reference to France and China. 
The pigeon English of John China­
man is not a bad interpretation of the 
situation: “It likee this: I come to 
your door and lickee you, and I wantee 
you to pay money to mefor 1 lickeeyou. 
You think that l'ght 1 What kind a 
’ligiun that!”

At last Lord Salisbury has consent­
ed to lease a site for a chapel to the 
Hattield Wealeyans. His lordship’s 
political neceasitiee have at length 
overcome his ecclesiastical intolerance, 
but the offer comes too late. It is now 
some years ago since we first publish­
ed a description of the renovated cow 
shed in which Hatfield XVealeyans 
were compelled to worship. Better 
late than never ; but the Hatfield 
Wesleyans owe the concessions rather 
to us than to Lord Salisbury.—The 
Echo.

The propriety of taxing the young 
married seems to be doubted by the 
Chicago Current: “While a man stays 
single," it says, “he is never taxed 
for personal property. But he saves 
his salary for a year, marries, and 
furnishes four or five rooms. Now 
that he has assumed the support of 
another member of society besides 
himself, the assessor comes around 
and puts him down for an annual tax 
of two weeks’ savings. The thing is 
illogical. It is a penalty visited on 
the performance of duty.”

The Journal of Education says that 
the great necessity of our school-life 
It “that the teacher should be the 
perpetual‘object-lesson,’ not only in 
■neeltish religion and morals, bat in 
the manners and personal habita that 
are only found where the Golden 
Rule, the Law of Love, The Com­
mandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
the Sermon on the Mount are not 
merely flung at, but wrought into 
the very texture of the daily life that 
goes on Inside the school-room walls.”

Secular education is good In its 
place and as far as It goes, but it does 
nut answer the end of preparing men 
end women to lire .ns they ought. In­
tellectual training divorced from mor­
ality or piety only serves to arm and 
equip the dangerous forces in our com­
munities. The warden of the Nebras­
ka penitentiary affirms that the crim­
inal* there are above the average in 
intelligence, and this is true of other 
places as well. Without the leaven 
of Christianity In our schools they 
must ever corns abort of a true educa­
tion .—Ex.

The English Wesleyan laymen of 
the beat class evidently take more in­
terest in the affaire of the Church, 
financial and spiritual, than men of 
the same class ra this country. No 
doubt it is partly the result of train­
ing and habit, bat it is a matter of 
great importance in these days. We 
do not furnish our laymen as many 
opportunities for their co-operation 
aa they do among the Weeleyane. It 
is worth considering whether the 
Methodist ministry in this eonntry 
has not been at faut in this respect.— 
Central Advocate.

Some time ago we read: “A child 
should be taught drawing as inevitab­
ly as writing.” We hesitated, but 
have long since wondered why we 
hesitated, or that anybody doubts 
that sousd, correct statement. Every 
child should certainly be taught 
drawing. The youngest eye sets an 
object correctly, and can then sketch 
it if aided just a little. As we grow 
older the instinctive sense of perspec­
tive is lost, and it is recovered, like a 
lost virtue, only with difficulty. The 
more you look Into the proposition 
the clearer and truer It will be to yon. 
Teach the children to draw.—N. W. 
Ads.

In speaking of her late father, Mary 
Olemmer says : “In my whole life I 
never heard him apeak to the detri­
ment of any human being. The ab­
sent were always safe in his gentle and 
kindly speech. That latter sentence 
deserves to be written in gold. Would 
to God it could be said of us all. If 
the absent were always as safe in the 
world’s speech as the present, the mill­
ennium would dawn, and we would 
have a new heaven and a new earth. 
Present we hear soft words and ful­
some compliment; absent we are crit­
ically and cruelly assailed.—N. 0. 
Adsoeate.

There was a most impressive mo­
ment in one of Spurgeon’s sermons a 
few Sundays ago. He was urging his 
hearers to prayer against a besetting 
sin. “ Let ns breathe it now,” said 
be, and as he raised his hand it seemed 
as if with that act he lifted the vast 
congregation up on the heights of 
prayer. There was perfect stillness, 
and you could feel that the whole as­
semblage was silently praying. The 
sermon was plain, direct, matter-of- 
fact in the highest degree, absolutely 
without sensationalism of any kind, 
and showing little claim on the part 
of the preacher to brilliancy or elo­
quence.—N. Y. Tribune.

Bishop Hargrove says: “ The time 
has come to quit playing at religion. 
Our work must be honest and earnest. 
in the name and fear of God. The 
law of the Ohurch must be enforced 
upon all Ohurch officials who do not 
perform the work assigned them in this 
spirit. Stewards who do not perform 
their duties must be removed. Local 
preachers who do not perform the work 
assigned to them by the pastors, and 
who do not attend the Quarterly Con­
ferences, must be deprived of their 
license. The Church must throw off 
its deadheads ; otherwise the world 

! will not respect the Church, and she 
! cannot respect herself.”

One of out ministers recently rela­
ted in our hearing the following: He 
was summoned to the bedside of a dy­
ing man, onjw to find him breathing 
his last. “Why,” he asked the wife, 

(“did you not send for me before?”
; “ O," said the wife, “ I had the doc- 
! tor, and when he failed to help him I 
thought it was time to send for you. 
Perhaps you could do something for 

1 him. ” The wife was a church member, 
the husband not. Not a few of our 

! pastors have had a similar experience. 
They have been kept out of the sick 
room until their services were of little 
use beyond the consolation of the fam- 

| ily. Is there a lingering faith in 
priestcraft among some Protestant 
Christians? When will those who wish 
the minister’s aid and sympathy give 
him the eas ef the tick before it is dull 
In death?—N. Y. Advocate.

The SvtiAsy-Sehoof Timet well says:
1 “ There is a beautiful side to the Arab 
! superstition which provides that, as 

soon as a child is born, the call to 
prayer should be sounded in his right 
ear. It is at once a recognition of the 
fact, recognised alike by Jew, Chris­
tian and Mohammedan, that ‘man’s 

! chief end is to glorify God,’ and a call 
to the child to fulfill that end of his 
being. And just here the Mohamme- 

! dan might read some Christians a les­
son. There are Christian families 
where the call to prayer is never 
sounded in the ear of the children, 
and where thoee who should be trained 
for the Lord’s service are suffered to 
grow up In the service of the world, 
the flesh and the devil. The truth 

! ought to be more widely recognised 
that God desires the children of Chris­
tians to be Christians, and that their 

i nurture for him can never begin too 
early. ”

WILLIAM TAYLOR AND 
AFRICA.

The enthusiasm felt throughout 
Methodistlo circles all over the coun­
try from Maine to Oregon over the 
election of William Taylor m Mis­
sionary Bishop for Africa is the 
earnest of better things in ths days 
to eome in the line of missionary 
enterprise. All recognise the divine 
leading. His election “ came of no 
one’s plan ; it was no part of any 
earthly scheme ; it was suggested— 
sprang np intuitively in pions and 
anxious hearts.” Not a word of criti­
cism is heard in any quarter : even 
the most conservative of oar many 
conservatives have nothing to say 
against the stepj forward. God is In 
the movement.

Bishop Taylor alms to reach the 
heart of Africa, and has plans for 
reaching a newly discovered people 
living several degrees south of the 
equator. “ The aeoonnt of this most 
interesting section of Africa and its 
vast population is just about to be 
given to the world In a book now 
being published in Now York City. 
They are the most progressive peo­
ples of Africa so far discovered, and 
yet, np to the present time, not 
written about by either Stanley or 
Livingstone, their existence apparent­
ly not being known to either. They 
have the mechanical arts more highly 
developed than in any other part of 
Africa ; have never been invaded by 
the slave trader, or touched with 
Mohammedanism or instructed by 
Christians. They live mostly in stops 
houses, end villsgee are d< 
extending on one street for several 
miles. Here he will find the Yankee 
nations of Africa, as he thinks, and 
from that center radiate over the 
entire continent”

With this outline of his plans, we 
can afford to await his further move­
ments. He will say Good-bye to his 
family and sail from New York, prob­
ably two months hence. He has 
already had much encouragement. 
At the very outset God raised up an 
able associate—Richard W. Somers. 
Dr. Reid, in the July Manual, an­
nounces that there are now on file in 
the Mission Rooms nearly a score of 
applications from men—some white 
and some colored—wanting to go to 
Africa. “ These have not come In 
consequence of the election of Bishop 
Taylor, but seem to be rather so many 
helps waiting for the hour when a 
leader should be granted them.” 
Men will not be wanting, nor will 
money, if the enthusiasm manifested 
at the Boston meeting is at all 
significant. A Baptist brother on 
that occasion said that he would 
pledge himself to pay the expenses of 
putting one man in the field, and 
whenever Bishop Taylor might find 
the man he might draw on him at 
sight for the needed man.

What a grand opportunity for 
whole souled young men, strong in 
heart and limb, ready to do and care 
for God 1 Bishop Taylor says he 
wants twenty such men. He will not 
need adventurers. Faint-heart 
need not apply. His co-laborers will 
need brawn as well as brains, muscle 
as well as mind. #It will be much to 
have such a leader.

The results of this great movement 
cannot be easily estimated. For one 
thing, it will quicken the missionary 
spirit in our great Chnreh. O her 
new fields—Japan, especially Corea— 
are attractive, and will receive much 
attention ; but the Church will follow 
with loving interest her African work­
ers as they penetrate the Dark Conti­
nent. Our new Missionary Bishop 
pronounces this “ the Missionary 
short-cut for the salvation of the 
world." Every loyal Methodist will 
rejoice in the fact that his Church Is 
to have at least some port in the 
evangelization of this mighty conti­
nent. The entire Church endorsee the 
advance movement.

It is hoped that Bishop Taylor’s un­
paralleled experience in all sorts of 
climates and hie strong constitution

will contribute to his continued health 
of body. On this point he says : 
“ T do not go to Africa to die. I go 
to Africa to live and do what I can to 
plant a great Church there. I do not 
go to Liberia, but plunge at once into 
the heart of the waiting millions of 
Africa's teeming populations. I don’t 
care to die, I don’t care not to, but I 
don’t expect to ; when God gets 
through with me I shall die and be 
much obliged to Him for the privi­
lege ; but I don’t fret about that, I 
want your prayers, your sympathies, 
not any soft sympathies, but good 
hearty sympathies of lore and prayers 
with a money basis which will send 
us two hundred men, and build ns 
hundreds of churches and school- 
houses.—Rev B. R. Radley, in Cen­
tral Chr. Adv.

ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED.
To be accepted of God means not 

only no condemnation, but access, 
sonship, assurance, great boldness. 
This high station is only gained in and 
by virtue of union with the Beloved, 
even Christ. He is worthy, the fair­
est among ten thousand, and by union 
with him and on account of this merit 
we have acceptance. Thus Mephibo- 
sheth found favor with David. Be­
cause of the Lve David had for Jona­
than he made inquiry when seated 
upon his throne if there were any!left 
of the house of Saul, that he might 
show them kindness for Jonathan’s 
sake The poor cripple, lame in both 
feet, of himself had nothing to rec- 

tnd him to roe notice vt roe 
king, bat because he was Jonathan's 
son therefore he became to David an 
object of great interest, and waa sum­
moned from Lo-debar, and gifted with 
great possessions, and partook of 
meat at the king's table as the king's 
son. He was accepted solely on ac­
count of his connection with Jonathan 
whom David loved as his own soul.

In many a household it has happen­
ed that a much-loved son, who went 
from home with his parents’ blessing, 
has returned after a time with some 
maiden now his wife. She is an utter 
stranger to all the inmates, yet from 
the first is taken into the home as one 
bom in the house, and this solely on 
account of her union with one beloved 
of the household. Let her attempt 
to gain such a position on her own 
account, and she strives in vain. 
Though beautiful, talented, and ami­
able, the family has no place for her 
save as a servant ; but no sooner 
does she come as one who occupies a 
fender place in the affections of one 
beloved of the household than every 
hand is extended and every voice bids 
her welcome.

So is it with us. Jesus hath loved 
us, we cannot tell why. He hath 
Carried himself to our poor fallen 
race, and on account of our union with 
him, which can only be perfect when 
we in some measure reciprocate that 
love, we are accepted of the Father 
and are no more strangers and foreig­
ners but fellow-citizens of the saints 
and of the household of God. The 
moralist seeks in vain lor acceptance 

I because he seeks for it on his own ac- 
! count. On this ground he may be re- 
| ceived as a servant but never as a 
i child.

called, are surprisingly moved some­
times by temporal losses or gains, 
losses or gains which to the eye of 
sober reason do appear paltry enough, 
but the Gospel of Christ sets men at 
once into direct contact with infinite 
forces, and with the awful relation­
ships of an unseen world ; its voice 
awakens the sense of guilt ; it creates 
or evokes the unquenchable thirst 
after God ; it reveals the tremendous 
future before ns of bliss or damnation ' ; 
it lays us alongside the supernatural 
operations of God ; it opens up to us 
in the cross the whole of His mighty 
heart ; it begets in us that Divine pas­
sion for holiness, that superiority to 
the transcient and visible, that enthu- 
aiam for the unseen and everlasting 
which is the very stuff of which he­
roes are made and martyrs ; in short, 
it sets us within the sight and sweep 
of a world of facts which transcend 
this world as heaven excels the earth, 
and which have power to stir in hu­
man bosoms more absorbing desire, 
more overwhelming sorrow, more rap­
turous joy than any that are born of 
time or sense. I speak nothing 'more 
than the literal truth when I say that 
a man’s conversion to God adds a 
fresh region, a new department to his 
being ; it gives him new thoughts, it 
quickens in him new emotions, it be­
gets new motives, it sets before him 
new ambitions, and, since the horizon 
of hie being has thus been widened, to 
embrace hereafter, and the eternal 
state, since the freeh fsetor which has 
entered into his being to rule it is a no 
lees force than God, since interests 
tor wtllch tile m»u lebi/ie uvw are those 
of the immortal soul and the unend­
ing life, it is quite obvious that this 
new life must be a fuller one, a deep­
er one than the old, giving birth to 
thoughts more grave, feelings more 
deep, in a word, “ life more abund­
ant.”—J. Oswald Dykes.

ABUNDANT LIFE.
Jesus Christ makes life to his dis»

1 ciples a more abundant thing by con­
ferring upon us a new sort of life, 
and one which has fuller pulses and a 
deeper and stronger vitality about it 

j than merely natural or unregenerate 
men-can possess. The experiences of 
Christian, that is spiritual, life are 
more intense than those of nature, 
because they are awakened lu the 
new-born sonl by a far grander, and 
more mighty class of facts and rela­
tionship ; eternity is vaster than time, 
God mightier than the world ; unre­
generate men tonch time and the 
world, we, if we are Christ’s, touch 
God and his eternity. True, men of 
the world, as they are quite properly

ROW 13 IT TO BE DONE /

In a lecture in Baltimore, the other 
day, the Rev. Dennis Osborne, of 
the South India Conference, and a 
Eurasian by birth, used this illustra­
tion : When may Ve expect India to 
be converted 1 Do you ask the 
speaker ? He hurls back the question 
upon your conscience. God is waiting 
on the church. “ Bring all the tithes 
into the store-house.” God wants 
whole-hearted consecration of our­
selves. Are you called to go and yet 
have not gone ? The missionary so­
cieties say “ It is hard to fitul volun­
teers." During the Sepoy rebellion 
Delhi was the headquarters of the 
mutiny. “ On, on to Delhi” was the 
watchword until 40,000 well disciplin­
ed rebels held possession of its forti­
fications. The British invested the 
city though only 8,000 strong. They 
finally made breaches in the walls. It 
was determined one day to carry the 
place by assault. The 8,000 were di­
vided into parts of 2,000 each. Gen. 
Nicholson, the flower of the British 
chivalry, was put in charge of one band 
of 2,000 veterans. He was told to pen­
etrate the Cashmere Gate—a heavy 
gate of brass, the chief defence of 
the city. After a terrible struggle he 
and his braves are at the gate ; but U 
is unopened. Nicholson calls for vol­
unteers to lay a train to blow it up. 
Twenty at once step out—many of 
them are shot down but a train is laid. 
Another call for volunteers ! Twenty 
more step out into the face of death. 
One of them succeeds in firing the fuse 
and exploding the train and the city 
is captured, though Nicholson falls. 
So the great fortress of heathenism, 
the spiritual Delhi of India, is to ba 
captured. Singing ‘ Crown him Lnrd 
of all” won't do it. Our Captain 
wants volunteers. Has He called and 
all have shrunk ! “ But I can’t go—I 
am a layman ?” Well consecrate y*ur 
treasure. Traita1 o Mery in breaking 
the alabastar box. Did Jesus hesitate 
in making a sacrifice for you ? Didn’t 
He say, “ I'll give Myself ?”

The Christian Church has talent 
enough and treasure enough to redeem 
the world to Jesus. The tables will

soon tarn. We will hear quickly the 
tramp and trump of the Archangel. 
What are we going to do about it?

OLD SERMONS.
It is said of the elder Dr. 

1 Beecher that an intelligent parishion­
er, in Litchfield, once pleasantly took 
him to task for preaching old sermons, 
asking the Doctor if he ought not to 
be every Sunday giving hie people 
constantly freeh views of truth from 
the freeh studies of their minister ? 
The Doctor, as pleasantly replied, ‘ If 
a sermon was well studied and care­
fully prepared, eo as to be thoroughly 
instructive and impressive the first 
time it was preached, ia not that a 
good reason for preaching it again ; 
and if it has manifestly done good 
once, why should it not do so again 
and again, whenever it may be repeat­
ed?’ And, said the good Doctor, ‘I 
convinced him, and he convinced me'* 
And the ancedote is told of the late 
Dr. Samuel B. Swaim, that he once 
said to the Theological Club, of which 
he was a leading and greatly respected 
member, ‘ I have been giving consid­
erable time to the reading of some of 
my old sermons, and,’ he added play­
fully, but in a peculiarly grave tune, 
‘I honestly declare to you, brothien, 
I have been surprised to find how good 
some of them are.' Rev. E. N. Kirk, 
of Boston, once said, 1 If I find an ar­
row hits the mark, I pick it up and 
shoot it again, ’ meaning that he often 
repeated a sermon which he found had 
done good. Dr. Griffin is said to have 
preached one of his sermons some
ninety timoa , eud it ««I the mo»tie ..l
the conversion of score*, not to say of 
hundreds of its hearers. And the wri­
ter has one sermon whicti he has 
preached some fifty times, and which 
he has reason to know has been blessed 
to the conversion of more than half 
that number of persons.

A SERMON TO SEAMEN.
The Century lor June gives the -fol­

lowing as the substance of a sermon 
by Chaplain Jones at Bailor»' Snug 
Harbor on Siaten Island. “ L t go 
that stern line" was the text.

I once stood on the wharf w,.-h;ng 
a brig get ready for sen, hi >im the 
Rev. Mr. Jones. The top Vis and 
courses were loosed, the jib hung from 
the boom, and the halyards wire 
stretched out ready to runup. Just 
at this moment the pilot sprang from 

! the wharf to the quarter-rhe'e, inqmr- 
I lng as he did so of the uvi'e in «vin- 
j maud :

“ Are you all ready ?”
! “ All ready, sir,” said the of’icr.

Then came the command :
I “ Stand by to run tin tbs1 jib ;
| Hands by the head-braces I Cuit off 
' your head fast, and stand by aft ‘here 
I to lot go that stern line ! Let go !
I Man the top s’l yards—run ’em up, 
j boys—run ’em up! D ms Cm jib 
I take ? Haul over that starboard 

sheet !"
| “ She pays off fine—there she goes,

and—”
I “Hilloa ! Hilloa ! WjuV's the umt- 
! ter t Whue's fast there t Stm-H- ird 
! the helm ' Starboard ” eh pi's tlie 
| pilot “What liolits her ? Is there 
anything I ul aft there ? Vt ay, look 

j at that stern-line. Heave it oti the 
timber-head ! Heave oif "hi" turn ! ’

1 “ Its foul ashore, sir *” *r.ys one of
the crew.

I “ Thou cut it, cut. it ! :»’i" L~ir ?
! Never nund the hawser ! Cut it be­

fore she loses her way.
| By this time there wa - ri t tu1 ttrain 
I or. ‘h h •v.-ser. A s'*:vu ■ > w his 
, sheath knif.i across the r.'rand-., which 
] scon parted, the brig f t -1 tht-ad, 
i the tu Is were run mo au I trimmed to 
I the breeze, and the bri • fd "• z" filled 

a way
i h >. t o, wlmn I se- n n w o hove 
1 fin mortal souls to e*v : b :: . i to *hc 
I « -r-v' b' t oi l- '’ h •••-.-«-n* of 

th • r si:.* ; V en I thin’: r « vw»ne
• Rn,-t f ..-I I 'Ve cryi.. / a " : V r.r in
i y,.Ur or.'uot liues a.id in. *’ ••-.t from 

the sh'-rcs of destruc ' >n. Fly, stiiot 
i from '!>e guilty Soil ii it, let go 
that st.-rnline!
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