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Religious
The Death of the First-Born.

BV GEORGE LANSING TAYLOR.

W hat wail waa that which ’roee from Egypt's land 
A wild and long and heart-appalling cry 
That smote the brazen arches of the sky 

Upon that awful morning, when God's hand.
In vengeance terrible, had waved the brand,

The viewless, soul-dissevering sword of wrath, 
O’er all her homes, and with ha noiseless scath 

Had touched and sundered every vital band 
That bound her first-born life, unbound at his 

command.

Egypt stood staggering in that shock of woe, 
Amazed, o'erwHelmed, till that wild wail went

up,
As to her quivering lips was pressed a cup 

Whose withering agony can no man know 
Who has not reeled in darkness while the throe 

^ Of that same great bereavement stabbed hi* 
soul

With mortal anguish, which, o'er all control, 
Burst in one black, bewildering, whelming flow. 
That drove him drunk with griei, stunned, stifled 

by the blow.

O Egypt ! Egypt ! such a woe was thine,
And down the dim, long ages that have sped 
I see thee stooping o'er thy prostrate dead 

In that dumb agony, while ominous shine 
The clouds of morn, all blotched with bloody 

wine,
As it the gory rite was sprinkled there,
As if o'er all the iky, and earth, and air.

In blood were written tearfully that sign 
Of retribution dread and sufferance divine.

In slavery’s hut, and haughty grandeur's hall,
In regal dome, in stall, and open field.
Alike did Death his iron dominion wield,

And over all the land a fearful pall 
Was spread, and spectral shadows, dark and tall, 

Moved up and down her palaces and streets, 
And goblin forms, in mouldy winding sheets, 

Unsummoned by the Magian’s potent call. 
Sighed as they glided dim by column, court, and 

wall. ,

Manhood stood mute, with awe and terror dumb; 
llttt woman's heart broke down beneath her 

love
In wild and passionate wailing that might move 

The hearts of marble sphynxes, cold and numb ; 
And glorious, dark-eyed creatures, in the gloom 

Of Pharaoh's palace, on its floor of stone,
Lay frantic flung, clasping, with plantive moan, 

Their stiffening offspring, smitten by the doom 
r,_ That made that gorgeous pile one vast and 

mournful tomb.

O Egypt ! Egypt ! say, what was thy crime,
That God should bruise thee in his anger so, 
And poUt the baptism of such fearful woe 

On thy proud head, and make tliee through all 
time, H

A sad and awful monument Sublime
Of wrath and shame, of judgment and of fear, 
To all the ages ever known, and near, 

Teaching a startling lore to every clime.
That thrills us like a knell with ever-echoing 

chime. 4

O Egypt ! Egypt ! let thy grandeur tell,
Thy pyramids and sphynxes, for they can, 
How, age on age, they rose on bones of man ! 

And let the deep dread echoea rise and awell 
From Labyrinth and Catacombs, where dwell 

Dead generations—one eternal groan 
Comes up from every hewn and sculptured 

• stone,
Tliat answers too significantly well,
Man'» powers were necer meute for mini to buy and 

seUt

O ye who rear on unrewarded toil 
The glory of a nation or an age,
Know well a curse is writ on every page 

Of every history of wrong and spoil ;
It brands the brow, the soul, the very soil 

Of the oppressor, with the mark of Cain,
And ail the greatness tyranny can gain,

And all the luxury wrung from freedom's toil, 
Shall sink by slow decay, or sudden, swift recoil ! 
— The Independent.

Dr. Hawes on Preaching.
The venerable Dr. Joel Hawes, of the First 

Congregational Church, Hartford, delivered an 
ordination sermon last September in New Ha­
ven, which lias appeared in the Sational Preach­
er for this month, under the title of the Decay of 
Power in the Pulpit. The views of so eminent 
a servant of God, of one so experienced and so 
evangelical in character, are worthy of general 
regard. The evils he deprecates are indeed, in 
some instances, almost peculiar to New England 
preaching. We quote such portions of the ser­
mon as are, in our view, of more general appli­
cation:—

• Wilt l'REACHING FAILS Of KYLKIT.

Instead of cytning right out in the strength of 
God, with the naked sword of the Spirit, to do 
battle with sin8 and error, it is too common for 
the preaching of our day to study to lie ingen­
ious, original, eloquent ; to make literary ser­
mons, great sermons, popular sermons, as one 
save. To this end, instead of confining itself 
within its proper commission, that of delivering 
GodVmessage in God's way,it ranges abroad over 
creation to find novel and strange aubjecta : and 
then it seeks to handle them in a new and orig­
inal way, decking them out in tropes and figures, 
and all fine things ; just suited to make the whole 
exhibition elegant and popular, it may be, but 
utterly ineffective and powerless as to all spirit­
ual impressions. Preaching, it seems to me, of­
ten fails of effect because it does not aim at ef­
fect It stops in itself, or is satisfied with doing 
its task, without aiming so to construct, to point 
and |msh it home, as to make it felt by the hear­
er. It is not enough addressed to man as man, 
to man in his every day walks and wants, as re­
lated to God and eternity. It bas not enough 
of tlie lawyer-like element in it, which having 
stated his case to the jury, bends all its energies 
to it. It is too abstract, too much in the form 
of an essay or dissertation, slopping with the 
proof, hut not applying what has been proved. 
This is like preparing a medicine without adniin- 
triering it, or like planting a battery and fixing 
H*e guns, and then spiking them lest by letting 
them off they should do execution in the ranks 

enemy.

SKEPTICISM AMONG THE PEOPLE.

There is a large infusion of skepticism in the 
minds of men at the present day, which operates 
of course to diminish sensibility to divine things, 
and greatly to prevent t he proper effect of preach­
ing. The skepticism here referred to is not the 
open infidelity of a former age, but it consists 
rather in a half-believing, half-doubting, unset­
tled state of mind about religious truth. This 
type of skepticism, I am persuaded, is much 
more fatal in its influence on the interests of re­
ligion than is general.y supposed. It is circu­
lated and cherished by much of the popular liter­
ature of the day. It is spread abroad through 
the medium of the newspaper and the pamphlet, 
and the popular lecture, and in a thousand dif­
ferent ways works itself into tha minds of the 
young and unreflecting, making them indifferent 
to God and bis truth, and preventing all just im­
pressions from the ministrations of God’s word.

, EARNESTNESS NEEDED.

Another thing demanded to render the pulpit 
more effective is an increased earnestness, a lar­
ger share of what the French call unction, in its 
ministrations. By earnestness I here mean not 
tlie mere warmth and energy of tlie secular 
orators, or of the advocate at the bar, or of the 
statesman speaking before the Senate of bis 
country, but the tender fervor and serious enga­
gedness and determination of purpose which 
spring from a lively sense of divine things, from 
faith mi God and a constraining love to Christ 
and the souls of men. Earnestness in tills sense 
is always connected with a spirit of drep, living 
piety ; it is not noisy, declamatory, or affectedly 
eloquent ; it is tender, solemn, impressive ; it is 
fed by sensibilities alive unto God and divine 
things ; it is an inward fire, kindled by a coal 
from God's altar, which glows with a steady 
flame and warms into activity and zeal for Christ 
and his cause all the powers and affections of the 
inner man. There is nothing like the earnest­
ness here indicated to give life and efficiency to 
the pulpit It turns into feebleness all the at­
tainments of mere learning and genius. It 
taken [««session of the whole man, time, talents, 
and all, and lays them down at the foot of tlie 
cross, to be used for the glory of Christ and the 
salvation of souls. It dwells with intense inter­
est among tlie great truths of God's word ; and 
realizing their supreme importance, it fakes them 
into the pulpit, and there, with look and voice 
and manner all breathing with the lore of Christ 
and concern for man, it presses them home on 
the soul, and it is with demonstration of the 
Spirit and power. There is no standing against 
deep, spiritual earnestness. The feeling on the 
part of hearers is that they must surrender, ar.d 
whether they do or not, the truth is commended 
to the conscience, and they cannot well escape 
its power.

PREACH THE GREAT DOCTRINES.

Another thing necessary to remedy the great 
evil of Which 1 have been speaking, and to in­
crease the power of the pulpit, is to bring into 
greater prominency and force the peculiar doc­
trines ol the GospeL There are many wKo seem 
to think that these doctrines have become old 
and worn out, and can no longer be made to in­
terest and move the minds of men. No mis­
take is greater. These doctrines old Î so is the 
Bible old, and the plan of salvation, and God’s 
perfections and ways of dealing with men. Ai% 
they therefore obsolete and useless, and to be 
laid aside as old wives’ fables ? No; the great 
distinctive truths of the Gospel, the truths which 
relate to God and his Government, to Christ and 
his salvation, to the soul and its destiny, to sin 
and redemption, to life and death, heaven and 
hell—these truths arc just as new, just as fresh, 
jutt as important to men now coming on the 
stage of life, as they were to the men to whom 
they were first announced, and so they will be to 
each successive generation to the end of time. 
They are not abstractions, not speculations and 
fictions of men, hut everlasting principles and 
facts, revealed by the God of infinite wisdom and 
grace, as perfectly suited to the nature and wants 
of man, and indispensable, under all circum­
stances, to his enlightenment and salvation. We 
need have no fear that men w ill ever become so 
wise that the truths of God's revelation cannot 
enlighten then, cannot subdue and save them. 
They are God’s appointed means of impressing 
and proving the heart, of awakening and saving 
the soul; the sword of the Spirit, the fire and 
the hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces, as 
well as the oil and the wine to heal the broken­
hearted, and inspire joy and hope in the bosom 
of penitence, faith and love. And preidling, to 
have power, must base itself on these truths, and 
lie sustained and animated by them. They are, 
and ever have been, the great elements of power 
in the pulpit, and the ministry of an angel would 
be weak that should disjiense with them, or sub­
stitute anything else in their place. God will 
not bless a ministry that does this. He has ap­
pointed his own instrumentality for the conver­
sion of men ; it is summarily comprised in his 
revealed truth, and it is only as the preacher 
faithfully and boldly wields tliat truth in dealing 
_it|, the souls of men, that he may expect God 
to bless him with his presence, and make the 
word dispensed by him his wisdom and power 
unto sal cation.

Let the minister, then, who would have his 
preaching permanently effective and useful, deal 
honestly with God's truth ; let him hold it in firm 
and vigorous faith in his own mind, and make 
the manifestation of it the main design of every 
sermon he preaches. I-et him preach not him­
self, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; not prcttiness 
of style and language, but substantial weighty 
truth ; not the speculations of men, but the great 
fundamental verities of God’s word, filling his 
mind with the light and power of them, and go­
ing forth to his work in the seriousness and ear­
nestness, in the strength and hope which they 
are sure to inspire in the soul when clearly ap­
prehended and held in a strong and vigorous 
faith. Then will be stand before his people in 
the acknowledged character of a man of God; 
he will be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might, and speaking in his name and by 
his authority, his preaching will have an earnest­
ness and power which no mere talent, or learn­
ing, or genius can impart to it.

THE MINISTRY f'OH THE TIMES.
The ministry demanded by the spirit of the 

time, is indeed a learned, able minUtry, but not 
speculative, literary, ingenious, merely or prin­
cipally ; a ministry of truth and piety, inteUtgent 
in the Scriptures, earnest, laborious, prayerful, «

ministry seeking not so much to lie popular as 
to be useful, seif-forgetful, independent, decided 
in duty, meditating much and deeply on the 
great truths which are unto salvation, that so it 
may impart worth and power to its Sabbath 
ministrations, and withal, able to tell what it 
knows, to speak off-hand and to the point, with­
out the necessity of running all its ideas out from 
the point of a pen—added to all, loving to go forth 
from the retirement of the study to mingle with 
the people in sets of sympathy and pastoral duty, 
and thus to enforce, in the intimacy of private 
and social intercourse, the lessons of instruction 
and warning which it publishes from the sacred 
desk. A ministry of this character turns into 
feebleness all the efforts of mere talent and learn­
ing. And this is the ministry which we must 
strive to raise up for oqg churches if we would 
•ee them built op in strength and fruitfulness, 
and religion prospering among the people.

A ministry trained in the spirit and after the 
manner here indicated, thoroughly imbued with 
the knowledge of divine things, with the fears, 
the hopes, the remembrances, the anticipations, 
the inward and outward experiences of a true 
Christian faith and piety, has of itself, as Coler­
idge well remarks, - a philosophy .and sum of 
knowledge, and power of reaching the hearts of 
men, which a whole life spent in the groves of 
Academus, or the painted Porch, could not have 
attained or collected."

Respect for the Sabbath.
We commend to all our readers, and especially 

our business ones, the following remarks of the 
Presbyterian :

The day which God has set apart as a day of 
rest and for his holy worship is a day which men 
ought to respect, seeing that it is made obliga­
tor)' upon us by a solemn and unrepealed law. 
God is also very distinctly teaching our nation, 
in the midst of the din of war and the shock of 
battle, that it must be respected, and that those 
who will not respect it be will visit with his sore 
displeasure, and by misfortunes attending the 
very projects which they seek to further on that 
holy day. The long list of Sunday buttles, in 
which defeat has so persistently followed those 
who have opened the deadly conflict on God’s 
day of rest, is so strikingly in proof here that 
even the secular papers are calling attention to 
it as a fact of remarkable significance.

But there are many persons who commit this 
sin in a more private way, and in the further­
ance of their private business to an extent which 
is scarcely conceived of by those who have given 
no attention to the subject A correspondent of 
one of the daily papers of Philadelphia, who is 
perfectly familiar with the facts of which he 
speaks, refers to one way in which the law of 
God is constantly and flagrantly violated. It is 
by the practice, which he avers of his own know­
ledge to be frequent in the retail stores of the 
city, of keeping the clerks and salesman and 
saleswomen engaged in the store until two, three, 
and even four o’clock on Sabbath morning, com­
pleting the business of the week and preparing 
for the business of the following week. The re­
sult of this is that these employees, wearied with 
labor, seek their beds about the time the Sab­
bath dawns, and spend the greater part ol the 
holy day in sleep. The house of worship is gra­
dually deserted ; or, if attended, the worship­
per, exhausted with toil and oppressed with 
drowsiness, reaps no benefit from the service, 
and gradually becomes careless and indifferent.

We believe, of course, that this is wholly and 
inexcusably wrong—a flagrant violation of the 
fourth commandment. It takes time which God 
has reserved for himself for mail’s uses ; it takes 
from others the time which he has given to them 
for rest and his holy worship. It is justified by 
no necessity but the necessity which our selfish 
hearts imagine. And we believe also that it is 
distinctly and terribly punished—punished in a 
way by which the perjietrator of the sin is most 
emphatically rebuked. The worldly man may 
sneer at the notion that there is any connection 
between such violation of God’s law and failures, 
sheriff’s sales, and such dishonourable incidents 
in a mercantile career ; but if we could see lie- 
hind the vail which covers the links between 
cause and effect we might see that lie who works 
in all causes can easily make such effects to fol­
low. Where conscience does not lead men to 
do right, they might, at least, consider seriously 
whether interest does not require it. God reigns, 
and we may do well to remember that fact when 
we are eagerly seeking prosperity in business by 
violation of hi* precepts.

Exodus.
Hear ye not how, from all high points of Time—

From peak to peak adown the mighty chain 
That links the ages—echoing sublime—

A Voice Almighty leaps one grand refrain. 
Wakening the generations with a shout.
And trumpet call of thunder—Come ye out !

Out from old forms and dead idolâtrie» ;
From fading myths and superstitious dream» ; 

From Pharisaic rituals and lies,
And all the bondage of the life that »eems ! 

Out—on the pilgrim path, of heroes trod,
Over earth's wastes, to reach forth after God !

The Lord hath bowed his heaven, and come 
down !

Now, in this latter century of time,
Once more His tent is pitched on Sinai's crown !

Once more in clouds must faith to meet him 
climb !

Once more his thunder crashes on our doubt 
And fear and sin—" My people ! come ye out !

u p'rom false ambitions and base luxuries ;
From puny aims and indolent self-ends ;

From cant of faith, and shams of liberties,
And midst of ill that Truth's pure daybeam 

bends :
Out, from all darkness of Use Egypt-land,
Into My sun-blaze on the desert sand !

' Leave ye your flesh pot* ; turn from filthy greed
Of gain that doth the thirsting spirit mock ; 

And Heaven shall drop sweet manna for your 
need,

And rain clear rivers from the unhewn rock . 
Thus saith the Lord V And Moses—meek, un­

shod— .
Within the cloud stands hearkening to his God.

Show us our Aaron, with his rod in flower !
Our Miriam, with her timbrel-soul in tune ! 

And call some Joshua, in the Spirit’s power,
To poise our sun of strength at point of noon,. 

God of our fathers ! over land and tea,
SÔU kMp our ÿSr

iitligious Mlligtnrt.
Henry Martyn's Influence in 

Persia.
“ He being dr.il yet .pemketb."
The Sew* of the Churches for March, con­

tain. the following remarkably instructive inci­
dent related by Mr. Bailey, of the (English) 
Church Missionary Society, “ who died recently, 
deeply lamented, at Umritzur in the Punjaub/ 
It appeared originally in the Amalie Journal.— 
The writer had been spending a few weeks at 
Shiraz, in Persia. He says :

“ Having received an invitation to dine, or 
rather sup, with a Persian party in the city, I 
went and found a number of guests auembled. 
The conversation was varied, grave and gay; 
chiefly of the latter complexion. Poetry was 
often the subject, sometimes philosophy, and 
sometimes politics prevailed. Among the topics 
discussed religion was one. There are so many 
Beet* in Persia, especially if we include the free- 
thinking disse», that the question, which grow 
out of such a discussion constitute no trifling 
resource for conversation. I was called upon, 
though with perfect good breeding and polite­
ness, to give an account of the tenets of my 
faith ; and I confess myself somewhat embar­
rassed by the pointed queries of my companions. 
Among the guests was a person who took but 
little part in the conversation, and who appear­
ed to be intimate with none but the master of 
the house. lie was a man below the middle 
age, of a serious countenance and mild deport­
ment; they called him Mahomed Raheem. 1 
thought that he frequently observed me with 
great attention, and watchedjevery word I uttter- 
ed—especially when the subject of religion was 
ili^ssing. Once, when I expressed myself with 
some levity, this individual fixed hi» eyes upon 
me with such a peculiar expression of surprise, 
regret, and reproof, that I was struck to the very 
soul, and felt a strange mysterious wonder who 
this person could be. I asked privately one of 
the party, who told me that he had been edu­
cated for a mollah, but bad never officiated ; and 
that he was a man of considerable learning, and 
much respected : but lived retired, and seldom 
visited even his most intimate friends. My in­
formant added, that his only inducement to join 
the party had been the expectation of meeting 
an Englishman, as be was much attached to the 
English nation, and had studied our language 
and learning. This information increased my 
curiosity, which I determined to seek an oppor­
tunity of gratifying, by conversing with the ob­
ject of it A few days afterwards I called upon 
Mahomed Raheem, and found him reading a 
volume of Couper*, poems. This circumatar.ee 
led to an immediate -discussion of English poe­
try, and English literature in general. I was 
perfectly astonished at the clear and accurate 
conception which he had formed upon these sub 
jects, and the precision with which he expressed 
himself in English. We discoursed on these 
and congenial topics for nearly two hours, till at 
length 1 ventured to sound his opinions on the 
subject of religion.

“ • You are a mollah, 1 am informed.' ‘ No,’ 
said he, * I was educated at a Mad russe (college), 
but I have never felt an inclination to be one of 
the priesthood.’ ‘ The exposition of your reli­
gious volume,' I rejoined, • demands a pretty 
close application to study, before a person can 
he qualified to teach the doctrines of the Koran. 
1 understand he must thoroughly examine and 
digest volume, of comments, which ascertain the 
sense of the text and the application of its injunc­
tions. This is a laborious preparation, if a man 
he disposed conscientiously to fulfil his import­
ant functions.’ As he made no remark, I con­
tinued, * Our Scriptures are their own expositofs. 
We are solicitous only that they should be read : 
and although some particular passages are not 
without difficulties, arising from the inherent ob­
scurity of language, the faults of translations, 
or the error of copyists, yet it is our boast that 
the authority of the Holy Scriptures is confirm­
ed by the perspicuity and simplicity of their 
style, as well as precepts."

“ I was surprised that he made no reply to 
these observations. At the hazard of being 
deemed importunate, I proceeded to panegyrize 
the leading principles of Christianity, more par­
ticularly in respect of their moral and practical 
character; and happened among other reflec­
tions to suggest that, as no other concern was of 
so much importance to tlie human race as reli­
gion, and as only one faith can be right, the sub­
ject admitted not of being regarded as indiffer­
ent, though too many did so regard it.’ ‘ Do 
not you esteem it so ? he asked. * Certainly 
not,' 1 replied. * Then your indifference at the 
table of our friend Meerxa Reezs, when the 
topic of religion was under consideration, was 
merely assumed, out of complaisance to Mus­
sulmans, I presume T

“ I remembered the occasion to which he al­
luded, and recognised in his countenance the 
same expression, compounded half of pity, half 
of surprise, which it then exhibited. I owned 
that I had acted inconsistently, perhaps incau­
tiously, and imprudently ; but I made the best 
defence 1 could; and disavowed, in the most 
solemn manner, any premeditated design to con­
temn the religion which I profess.

•“Iam heartily glad I was deceived,’ he said ;
• for sincerity in religion is our paramount duty. 
What we are, we should never be ashamed of 
appearing to be be.' ' Are you a sincere Mus­
sulman, then ? I boldly asked. An internal 
struggle seemed, for an instant, to agitate his 
visage : at length he answered mildly, 1 NoT 
You are not a sceptic or a free-thinke- ?” * No, 

indeed, I am not!’ * What are you, then? he 
you sincere. Are you a Christian ?' • I am,’ he 
replied.

“ I should vainly endeavour to describe the 
astonishment which seized me at this declara­
tion. I surveyed Mahomed Raheem, at first, 
with a look which, judging from its reflection 
from his benign countenance, must have beto­
kened suspicion or even contempt. The consid­
eration that he could have no motive to deceive 
me in this disclosure, which was of infinitely 
greater seriousness to himself than to me, 
speedily restored me to recollection, and banish­
ed every sentiment but joy. I could not refrain 
from pressing silently hit hand to my heart.

“ He was not unmoved at this transport, but 
he betrayed no unmanly emotions. He told me 
that 1 had possessed myself of a secret, which, 
in spite of Me opinion that it wee the duty of

everyone to wear his religion openly, lie had blishrd rv'.,K uj r, f r-r- - recognised portion of 
hitherto concealed, except from a few who par- the population of London.
ticipated in bis own sentiments. 1 Secondly, it it my intention that now and

And whence came this happy change ?" 1 for all time there shall be a rigid exclusion from 
asked. • I will tell you,' be replied. • In the I the management of this fund of any influence., 
year 1223 (of the Hejira) there came to this city | calculated to impart to it a character either sec- 
an Englishman, who taught the religion of Christ tarian at regards religion or exclusive in relation
with a boldness unparalleled in Persia, in the 
midst of much scorn and ill-treatment from our 
mollahs, as well as the rabble. He was a beard­
less youth, and evidently enfeebled by disease. 
He dwelt amongst us for more titan a year. I 
was then a decided enemy of infidels, a* the 
Christiana are termed by the followers of Ma- 
bommed ; and I visited this teacher of the des­
pised sect, with the declared object of treating 
him with scorn, and exposing his doctrines with 
contempt. Although I persevered for some time 
in this behaviour toward him, 1 found that every 
interview not only increased my respect for the 
individual, but diminished my confidence in the 
faith in which I was educated. Hi* extreme 
forbearance towards lhe violence of bis oppon­
ents, the calm and yet convincing manner in 
which he exposed the fallacies and sophistries by 
which he was assailed—tor lie st oke Persian ex­
cellently —gradually inclined me to listen to his 
arguments, to inquire dispassionately into the 
subject of them, and finally to read a tract which 
be had written in reply to a defence of Islamism 
by our chief mullahs. Need I detain you lon­
ger ? the result of my examinstion was a con­
viction that the young disputant was rigl-t.— 
Shame, or rather fear, withheld me from avow­
ing this opinion. I ever avoided the society of 
the Christian teacher though he remained in tlie 
city so long. Just before be quitted Shiraz 1 
could not refrain from paying him a farewell 
visit. Dur conversation—the memory of it will 
never fade from the tablet of my mind—sealed 
my conversion. He gave me a book—it has 
ever been my constant companion, the study of 
it has formed roy most delightful occupation 
its contents have often consoled me.’

“ Upon this be put into my hands a ropy of 
the New Testament in Persian, on one of the 
blank leaves was written : “ There is joy in 
heaven over one sinner that rtqietitelh—HexKY 
Martyx.’ "

(tarai Mtisctllanii.
A Princely Gift from an American 

Merchant
« London, March 12, 1802.

“ Gentlemen,—In reference to the intention 
which it is the object of this letter to cvnmiuni- 
cate, I am desirous to explain that from a compa­
ratively e*rly period of my commercial life I had 
resolved in my own mind that, should my labour* 
be bleated with success, 1 would devote a por­
tion of the property* thus acquired to promote 
the intellectual, moral, and physical welfare and 
comfort of my fellow-men, wherever, from cir 
cumstances or location, their claims upon me 
would be the strongest.

“ A kind Providence has continued me in 
prosperity, and consequently, in furtherance of 
my resolution, I, in the year 1852, founded an 
institute and library, for the benefit of the people 
of the place of my birth, in the town of Danvers, 
in the State of Massachusetts, the result of which 
has proved in every respect most bénéficiai to 
tlie locality and gratif) ing to myself.

“ After an absence of twenty year*, I visited 
my native land in 18.57, and founded, in the city 
of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland (where 
more than twenty years of my business life had 
been passed), an institute upon a much more ex 
tended scale, devoted to science and the art*, 
with a free library, coinciding with the character 
of the institution. The corner stone was laid in 
1858, and the building is now completed, but its 
dedication ha* been post|w>ned in consequence 
of the unhappy sectional differences at present 
prevailing in the United State*.

“ U is now 25 years since 1 commenced my 
residence and business in London a* a stranger 
but 1 did not long feel myself a 4 stranger,’ or 
in a * strange land,’ for in ail my commercial 
and social intercourse with my British friends 
during that long period I have constantly received 
courtesy, kindness, and confidence. Under 
sense of gratitude for these blessings of a kind 
Providence, encouraged by early associations, 
and stimulated by my views as well of duty as 
of inclination to .follow the path which 1 had 
heretofore marked out for my guidance, 1 have 
been prompted for several years past rejieatedly 
to state to some of in y confidential friend* my 
intention, at no distant period, if my life wa* 
spared, to make a donation for the benefit of Uie 
poor of London. Among those friend* are tliree 
of the number to whom I have now the honour 
to address this letter. To my particular friend, 
C. M. Lampson, Esq., I first mentioned the sub­
ject five years ago. My next conversation* in 
relation to it were held about three years since 
with my esteemed friend Sir James Emerson 
Tennent, and with my partner, J. S. Morgan, 
Esq. 1 also availed myself of the opportunities 
to consult the Right Rev. Bishop M‘Ilvaine, of 
Ohio, and with all these gentlemen I have since 
freely conversed on the subject in a way to con­
firm that original intention.

44 My object being to ameliorate the condition 
of the poor and needy of this great metropolis, 
and to promote their comfort and happiness, 1 
take pleasure in apprising you that 1 have de­
termined to transfer to you the sum of £150,000, 
which now stands available for this purpose on 
the books of Messrs. George Peabody la Co., as 
you will see by the accompanying correspon­
dence.

44 In committing to you, in full confidence in 
your judgment the administration of this Fund, 
I cannot but feel grateful to you for the onerous 
duties you have so cheer full) undertaken to per­
form ; and 1 sincerely hope and trust that the 
benevolent feelings that have prompted a de­
votion of *o much of your valuable time will lie 
appreciated not only by the pmeui but future 
generations of the people of Loncon.

“ 1 have few instructions to give, or conditions 
to impose ; but there are some fundamental 
principles from which it is my solemn injunction 
that those intrusted with its application shall 
never, under any circumstances, depart.

44 First and foremost among them is the limi­
tation of its uses absolutely and exclusively to 
such purposes as may be calculated directly to 
ameliorate the condition and augment the com­
forts of the poor who, either by birth or esta­

te local or party politics.
44 Thirdly, in conformity with the foregoing 

conditi« ns, it u my wish and intention that the 
•ole qualifications for a participation in the bene­
fits of this Fund shall be an ascertained and 
continued condition in life suck as brings the in­
dividual within the description (in the ordinary 
sense of the word) of 4 the poor,’ of London, 
combined with moral character and good conduct 
as a member of society. It must therefore be 
held to tie a violation of my intentions if any 
duly qualified and deserving claimant were to be 
excluded either on the grounds of religious be­
lief or of political bias.

44 Without, in the remotest degree, desiring 
to limit your discretion in the selection of the 
most suitable means of giving effect to these 
objects, 1 may lie permitted to throw out fop 
your consideration, among the other projects 
which will necessarily occupy your attention, 
whether it may not be found conducive to the 
conditions specified above for their ultimate re­
alisation, and least likely to present difficulties 
on the grounds I have pointed out for avoidance, 
to apply the fund, or a portion of it, in the con­
struction of such improved dwellings for the 
poor as may combine in the utmost jiosaible de­
gree the essentials of healthfulness, comfort, 
social enjoyment and economy,

Preparatory to due provision being made 
for the formal declaration of the trust and for 
ita future management and appropriation, the 
sum of £150,000 will be at once transferred into 
your names and placed at your disposal, for 
which purpose I reserve to myself full power and 
authority ; but, as a portion of the money may 
probably not be required for some time to come 
to meet the legitimate purposes contemplated, I 
would suggest that as early as poswible after the 
organization of the trust, £100,000 should be 
invested for the time being, in your names, in 
Consols or East India Stock, thus adding to the 
capital by means of the accruing interest ; and 
the stock so purchased can be gradually sold out 
as the money is wanted for the objects designated 
Meantime, pending the preparation of a formal 
trust deed, you shall be under no res|K>nsibility 
whatever in respect of tlie fund, or its invest­
ment or disposition.

44 With these preliminary stipulations, 1 com­
mit tlie fund to your management and to tliat 
of such other persons as by a majority of your 
voices you may elect, giving you the power either 
to add to^ypur number (which 1 think should 
not st any time exceed nine) or to supply casual 
vacancies occurring in your body. It is my fur­
ther desire that the United States’ Minister in 
London for the time being should always in 
virtue of the office be a member of the trust, 
unless in the event of his signifying his inability 
to act in discharge of the duties.

44 1 have the honour to be gentlemen, yours 
very faithfully, 44 UKOWiE Feabouy.

44 To his Excellency Charles Francis Adam*, 
United States' Minister in London.

44 Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P.
44 Sir James Emerson Tennent, K.C.S., LL D., 

AC., JyOudofL
44 C. M. Lampson, Esq., J*ondon.
44 J. S. .Morgan, Esq., Ixmdon.

44 London, March 15, 1862.
44 Sir,— We have to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the 12th in»t., apprising us of your 
munificent appropriation ot the sum of £150,000 
towards ameliorating the condition of the poor 
of London, and intimating your wish that we 
should act in the capacity of trustees for the 
application of this Fund,

44 Whether we consider the purity of the mo­
tive, the magnitude of the gift, or the discrimi­
nation displayed in selecting the pbrpoee# to 
which it is to lie applied, we cannot but feel that 
it is for the nation to appreciate rather than for 
a few individual* to express their gratitude for 
an act of beneficence, which ha* few (if any) 
parallels in modern time*.

44 For ourselves we are deeply conscious of 
the honour implied by the confidence you have 
reposed in us as the administrators and guardi­
ans of your bounty, and it only remains for us 
to assure you of the satisfaction with which we 
shall accept this trust, and tlie zeal with which 
we shall address ourselves to the discharge of 
its duties so soon as its precise nature is sutfici 
ently defined and the arrangements for its admi­
nistration satisfactorily organized.

44 Ever faithfully yours,
44 Charles Francis Adams.
44 Starlet.
44 J. Emerson Tennent.
44 C. M. Lampson.
44 J. 8. Morgan.

44 To George Peabody, Esq., London.”
— Watchman.

a steady barometer, with dry ne**, foretell* tery 
fine weather. A rapid nnd considerable foil is a 
sign of stormy weather and rain tor snow.) Al- 
ternate. rising and sinking indicates unsettled 
ana ntening west her. A sudden tail of the
baronu -ir, with a wcs. « * ind, is sometimes 
followed by a violent storm from X. W.. or X., 
or N. K. A barometer begins lo nae «tmside- 
rahly twfore the conclusion of the gait*, some­
times even at its commencement. Although it 
falls lowest before high winds, it frequently sinks 
very much before heavy rain.

The longer a change of wind or weather is 
foretold before it take* place, the longer the 
presage-1 weather will last, and. conversely, the 
shorter the warning the less time, whatever cause» 
the warning, whether wind or a fall of rain or 
snow, will it continue.

A tew of the more marked sign* of weather, 
art- the following .—Whether clear or cloudy - 
a rosy sky at sunset presages fine weather ; a 
ml *ky in the morning bad weather, or much 
wiml (perhaps rain) ; a grey sky in the my riling, 
fine weather ; a high dawn, wind ; a low dawn, 
fair weather. * Soft-looking of delicate clouds 
foretell fine weather, with moderate or light 
breezes ; hard-edged, oily looking clouds, wind. 
A dark, gloomy blue sky l* windy ; but a light, 
bright blue akv indicates fine weather. A bright 
yellow sky at sunset presages wind ; a pale yel­
low, wet :—and thus by the prevalence of red, 
yellow, or grey tints, the coming weather may 
lie foretold very nearly ; indeed, if aided by in­
struments, almost exactly. Small inky-k>oking 
clouds foretell rain. High upper clouds cross­
ing the sun, moon or star*, in a direction differ­
ent from that of the lower clouds, or the wind 
then felt below, foretell a change of wind. After 
fine clear weather, the first signs in the sky of a 
coming change are umially light streaks, curls, 
whiwp*. or mottled patches of white distant cloud. 
I)ew i* an indication of fine weather ; so is fog. 
Remarkable clearness of atmosphere near tlie 
horizon, distant objects, such as hill*, unusually 
visible, or raised (by refraction,) and what is cal­
led 44 a good hearing day,” may lie mentioned 
among ihe signs of wet, if not wind, to Iw ex­
pected.

Signs of the Weather.
Extracted from a Manual of the Barometer, 

compiled by Rear-Admiral Fitzroy, and pub- 
liehed by tb. Board of Trade.
To know the state of the air, the barometer 

and thermometer abould be watched.
If the barometer ha* been about iu ordinary 

height, .ay near 30 inches (at the nea level), and 
U steady, or rising, while the thermometer fall», 
and dampne*. become, le.», nurth-we.terly, 
northeily, or north-easterly wind, or less wind, 
leu rain or .now may he expected. On the 
contrary, if • fall take, [ilace with a rising ther­
mometer and increawd dam pneu, wind and rain 
may be expected from the south-eastward, south­
ward, or south-westward.

A fall with a low thermometer foretells snow. 
When the barometer is rather below ita ordi­

nary height, say down to near 2ti) inches (at the 
sea level), a rise foretells less wind, or a change 
in its direction towards the northward, or leu 
wet ; but when it has been very low, about 21# 
inches, the first rising usually precede» or indi-, 
cate» strong wind.

Indications of approaching change* of weather, 
and the direction and force of winds are shown 
leu by the height of the barometer than by ita 
falling or rising. Nevertheless, a height of more 
than thirty (30.0) ins. (at the level of the ana) is 
indicative of fine weather and moderate winds.

A rapid rise at the barometer indirataa un­
tiled weather; a slow movement, the contrary ;

• A “ high dawn ” i* whfii the first indication* uf 
daylight i* aeon above * bank of cloud*. A “ low 
dawn *’ i* when the day break* on or near the hori­
zon, the liret streak* of light being very low down.

What is Dyspepsia.
With due attention lo temperance, exercise, 

anil early hour», you may set dyajiepaia at defi­
ance. Neglect one of tkcae precaution*, end you 
lay yourself open to the approaches of tlie enemy 
—neglect two of them, and H is hardly jmuilile 
that you can escape. And above aH things, keep 
this in mind, that no other disea* or aibrtion 
of the liody is so stealthy or insidious as dys­
pepsia If the first few instances of carelessness 
or transgression were to lie visited with the (wins 
end penalties that afflict the patient when I lie 
malady has become chronic, few men would lie 
so insane, or so obstinately reckless, as to post­
pone the work of reformation. But tlie earlier 
symptom» are rarely of an alarming kind. The 
■p|»-lite is not sensibly affected, though tlie 
digestion i. impaired ; and the complaint «cm. 
to lie limited to flatulency and heartburn. Such 
unpleasant sensations, however, can tie easily 
removed. Essence of ginger and fluid magnesia 
seldom fail to give relief, and the patient flatters 
himself that there is no ground for apprehension. 
But the symptoms do not disappear. They recur 
with greater frequency ; and the antidotal dose., 
though increased, are found to have lost their 
efficacy. The stomach haw now liecome more 
seriously deranged. All kinds of food generate 
acid ; and in this stage the patient usually has 
recourse to the carbonates of soda or potash, 
which in their turn give a temporary relief, 
though without in any way arresting the disor­
der. By this means dyspepsia, like an insidious 
serpent, has fairly folded the victim within ita 
embrace, and is squeezing him at it. leisure. 
Everything lie eaU disagrees with him, and 
seems to undergo some wondrous transfermstion. 
That which was rerved up at the table as haggis, 
seems converted, two hours afterward, into a ball 
of knotted tow—a mutton chop becomes a fiery 
crab, rending the interior with bis c.aws ; and 
every rice pudding has tlie intolerable effrontery 
to become a hedge-hog. After that comes nausea 
and vomiting. You derive no benefit from tlie 
food you swallow. From twelve stone weight 
you dwindle down to ten. Your countenance 
become» ghastly, your eyes hollow, and you totter 
prematurely on your pins. The mere notion of 
exercise becomes distasteful. You feel a» if you 
had no strength for anything. You are pensive, 
moody, and irritable. Your mind lose# its elas­
ticity and power ; and when you sit down to 
com [awe, instead of manly matter, you produce 
nothing but the dreariest of drivel.—tHwkwcA's 
Mayarine.

NapoIcon's Last Expedition.
Reserved as Napoleon was with others, he told 

his mother of his plan*. 44 J cannot,” he said, 
44 die on this Island (Elba) and terminate in) ca­
reer in s lepose unworthy of me. Beside*, want 
of money would soon leave me here alone, expos­
ed to the attacks of my many enemies. France 
is excited. The Bourbons have roused against 
them all the convictions and interests connected 
with the Revolution. The army wishes for me. 
Everything inclines me to hope that the moment 
I appear the soldiers will hasten to meet me. I 
certainly may meet with some unexpected obsta­
cle in my path ; I may meet an officer who, faith­
ful to the Bourbons, would restrain the impetuo­
sity of the troops, and then a few hours would 
end my career. Such an end were better than a 
long residence in this isle with the future that 
awaits me there. I will leave, and tempt my 
fortune once more. What is your advice, mo­
ther?” This energetic-minded woman experi­
enced an emotion of terror on receiving his con­
fidence, for she saw that her son. notwithstand­
ing all his glory, might die as a common male­
factor on the shores of France. 4* Let me, she 
said, “ lie a mother for the moment, and then 1 
will give you my opinion.” She reflected for 
some lime in silence, and then in a firm and in­
spired tone she said 4* Go, my son, go ami ful­
fil your destiny. You will fail, perhap*, and your 
failure will be soon followed by your death. But 
1 see with sorrow that you cannot remain here i
but let us hope that God, who. .. —-.I HTe *U one. «ore.

e with d*p ewsotion. 
he Bm

‘"V

against « many bnttlra, wifi . 
Tbi. mm 11î hi. «id, she embraced him i----------- ,
History of the ConsuiaU and the "/
France under SapoUun : hf M. A. Thun.


