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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,
Third Sunday in Lent.

HALF-HEARTED CHRISTIANK,

He that is not with me is against me (Gos.

] of the Day.)

These words, my dear brethren, like
many others spoken of our Blessed
Lord, may be interpreted in various
ways. They may be understood to
mean that he who is not with Christ, by
peing united to His true flock, who
does mot belong to the one Church
which He has founded, is injuring the
cause of Christ, is persecuting and
pampering His Church in its warfare
against its enemies ; or, in other words,
that Protestants and heretics in gen-
eral, zealous Christians though they
may seem to be, are really hurting
Christianity about as much as they
help it, if not more. And it is plain
enough to us that this is true. If there
had never been any heresies and
sehisms in the Church, we cannot doubt
that there would have been now few
nations not Christian.

But this, true though it may be,
scems to have little practical bearing
for us. We are not heretics or schis
matics, and I hope that we have no in-
clination to be so. Still we must
remember that bad Catholics do about
as much harm to the work of Christ
and HisChurch in the world as heretics.
In fact, there would never have been
any heretics had there not been bad
Catholics to begin with.

But, after all, it does not seem that
our Lord is speaking so much of here-
tics, or of bad Catholics, when He says :
““He that is not with me is against
me.” For He goes on to tell us that
** when the unclean spirit is gone out
of a man, he walketh through places
without water, seeking rest ; and not
finding, he saith, I will return to my
house whence I cams out ; and when he
is come, he findeth it swept and
garnished. Then he goeth, and taketh
with nim seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and éntering in
they dwell there ; and the last state of
that man becomes worse than the
first.” ¢

The meaning of this is plain enough.
It is that a man cannot give up a bad
life and then remain betwixt and be-
tween, neither bad nor good. His soul
cannot stay empty, swept, and gar -
nished. He must keep the love of God
in it ; he must have good thoughts and
do good works, or the devil will come
back, take possession of the empty
soul, and make it worse than it was
before.

So this gives a new sense to the
words, ‘‘ He that is not with me is
against me.” He that is not a real
zood Christian, trying to live for the
glory of God,and todo the work for which
God has put him in the world, will be
a bad one before long, if he is not
already. We cannot lie low and shirk
the duties which belong to us as Chris-
tians and as Catholics. We must be
God's servants, and live in such a way
as to be known as such, or we shall
begin again to serve His enemy.

Let us take an instance, and you
will see well enough what I mean. A
young man or woman has been going
with bad company, who, though per-
haps they call themselves Catholics,
are a disgrace to the name, and has

versatiens and sinful actions. Now,
too many of those who have been living
in this way seem to think that after
their confession and Communion they
can go back to this company and still
avoid remark ; that nobody will have
occasion to say that they are pious, or
notice any change in their life ; that
they can keep all right in God's sight,
and also in that of their bad compan-
ions ; that they can avoid doing any
harm, and still do no good.

Let such remember these words:
‘““He that is not with me is against
me.” If you want to stay in the grace
of God, you must hate sin, and love
virtue ; and if you really do this your
life and conversation will show that
guch is the case. You must bea friend
of Christ and an enemy of the devil
and of all his works, and not only be
willing but proud to be known as such.
If you will not do this our Lord will
not have you or keep you. Choose,
then, which side you will take : do not
fancy that you can take neither. If
vou try to steer a middle course, and
live an empty and unprofitable life,
neither one thing nor the other, you
will soon slip back just where you
were before.

A= SRR
Put Them in Jail.

It has been our opinion all along
that good would result from the new
Knownothingism represented by organ-
izations like the A. P. A, It has given
occasion to a great many prominent
non-Catholics to defend the Church
while denouncing bigoetry ; and their
audiences, for the most part, could
never have been reached by Catholic
apologists. There are reasons, further-
more, for thinking that Knownothing-
ism will never again disturb the peace
of our country, once the present storm
of fanaticism has abated. A bill has
been introduced into the Kentucky
Legislature, prohibiting the organiza-
tion in that State of any society whose
object is so discriminate between Chris-
tians on account of their religion.
The penalty is a fine of $500 to $1,000
or imprisonment from six to twelve
months, or both. And there is no
reason why the same prohibition should
not, soomer or later, become a law in
every State of the Union.—Ave Maria.
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Rheumatism racks the system like a thumb.
screw, It retreats before the power of
Hood’s Sarsaparilla, which purifies the blood.

Excels all Others.

DrAR Sirs—Your Burdock Blood Bitters
excels all other medicines that I ever used.
I took it for biliousness and it has cured me
altogether,

IV,
a game of ball,
May ?"

tone.
““Yes, indeed !

surprised.
division.”

May,"” objected Larry.

and I'm to be Queen—that

Larry, doggedly.

to be Queen besides.”
*“Oh, you silly boy!

so talkative, however,

shadows.

statue, and then
dining-room.

the May drama.

dors.

gan.

ing ?"” inquired Marion.

faltered the little girl.
peated Marion, in

*“Why not?
lighted to be chosen.”

ciate the compliment.
““Then what

ion went on.
you are, to be sure !"

any other Queen.”

she said, smiling.

tend to be Queen.”
Hamlet with Hamlet
clared Marion.

give it to some one else ?"

character.
halves ;

very, very good.”

Blessed Virgin ?"
With

A sudden
Marion.
said she.

thought

they please.

after all.”

outline.

ence.

particular composition.

tioned the subject.

‘*No, it can't.

swered, excitedly. ‘I
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Abby Clayton.

And why not ?
sure I don't see why you should look so
I've been chosen because I
can speak and act the best in our

‘* Oh, of course !" Abby said.
this will be only make believe, you
know. We are going to have a drama,

“You'd rather not be Queen !
astonishment.
I thought you were de-

has caused
change your mind so suddenly ¢" Mar-
‘“What a fickle child

*No,"” returned Abby ;
brother Larry thought so,
looks that way even to a little boy like

him, I think I would rather not pre-

Abby colored and was silent.
had, indeed, been the hardest part of
the struggle with herself.
was an element of the heroic in her
She never did anything by
like the little girl so often
quoted, ‘‘ when she was good, she was

some embarrassment,
admitted that this was her

on, becoming enthusiastic,
really a clever idea for our drama.
We shall have a lovely May piece,

A MAY-DAY GIFT.

By MARrY CaTuprINE CrROWLRY.

‘‘ Just think, Larry !” said Abby to
her brother, when he came home after
*I'm to be Queen of

““ You!" he cried, in a disdainful

‘‘ But the Blessed Virgin is Queen of

isall.”

‘1 should think you would not even
want to play at taking away what be-
longs to the Blessed Virgin,” persisted
**She is the Queen
of May, and no one ought to pretend

There is no
use in trying to explain anything to
you'!” cried Abby, losing patience.
For the next half hour she was not
and after a
while she stole away ; for in spite of
her petulance at Larry's words, they
had suggested a train of thought which
made her want to be by herself.
went up to the eratory and stayed
there a long time, amid the twilight
Finally the ringing of the
supper bell put an end to her musings.
She knelt a new minutes before the
ran down to the
She was very quiet all
the evening ; and, to Mrs. Clayton's
surprise, the family heard no more of

The next day, at school, Abby way-
laid Marion Gaines in one of the corri-

“I want to speak to you,” she be-

B
*“Well, what's the matter, Abby?
What makes you so serious this morn-

*‘Nothing—only I've been thinking
about the May piece, and I want to tell
you that I'd rather not be Queen,”

“So I was — yesterday,” the little
girl hastened to say ; for she would not
have Marion think she did not appre-

*“It is not that,” stammered poor
Abby, a good deal confused ; ‘‘ but—
but—well, you know the Blessed Vir-
gin is Queen of May, and it seems as if
we ought not even to play at having

Marion stared at her incredulously.
¢ And so missy has a scruple about it !"

‘““A May piece without a Queen !
Why, it would be like the play of
left out!”
“Did you not think
that if you declined the part we might

Marion stood a moment looking at
her. ‘‘ And do you really mean,” she
said at length, ‘‘ that you are ready to
give up the role you were so delighted
with yesterday, and the satisfaction of
queening it over your compamions if
only for an hour ?—that you are will-
ing to make the sacrifice to honor the

motive.
occurred

say a word about it to any one.
the girls think you are to be Queen, if
Why, missy,” she went
it s

Marion hastened away, intent upoa
working ont the new plan which her
quick famcy had already sketched in
To be sure, she and Ellen had
deviced a different ome, and agreed
that each should write certain scenes.
Ellen had taken the first opportunity
that morning to whisper that she had
devoted to the drama all the previous
evening and an hour before breakfast.
Marion, indeed, had done the same.

“But it will not make any differ-
We can change the lines a
little," she said to herself, after read-
ing the manuscript, which Ellen passed
to her at the hour of German study—a
time they were allowed to take for this

Ellen, however, thought otherwise.

“What ! another plan for the May
piece !” she said, when Marion men-
““Why, see all I've
written ; and in rhyme, too !”

¢« But it can be altered without much
trouble,” explained her friend.
You will only make
a hodge podge of my verses,” she an-
do think,
Marion, that once we agreed upon the
plan, you ought to have kept to it, in-
stead of changing everything just
because of the notion of alittle girl like
Here I've been work-

I'm

“But

She

you to

‘“but my
And if it

This

But there

Abby

to | broken pieces on the floor.
““Then, Abby, you shall !"
“T'll arrange it ; but don't
Let “0 Larry,”

ing hard for nothing—it was just a
waste of time !"

Marion pleaded and reasoned, but
without avail. Ellen's vanity was
wounded. She chose to imagine that
her classmate, and sometimes rival,
did not care whether her lines were
spoiled or not.

*“No, no!" she reiterated. ‘‘I'll
have nothing to do with your new
plan. You can get up the whole piece
yourself. "

‘ At least give me what you have
written,” urged Marion. * We are so

their parts as soon as possible.”

But Ellen remained obtdurate.

Mariom consulted the others of the
class, and, after sowe discussion, they
decided in favor of the later design.
For the next few days she devoted
every spare moment to the work. By
the end of the week she not only fin-
ished the portion she had been ex-
pected to write, but also much of what
Ellen was to have done ; and the parts
were distributed among the children.
There were still wanting, however, the
opening address and a dialogue, both
of which Ellen had completed.

“Ob dear,” cried Marion, ‘' that
address of Ellen’s is so pretty and ap-
propriate! If she would only let us
have it! As we planned it together,
if 1 write one the principal ideas will
be the same ; and then, likely as not,
she will say I copied from hers. How
shall I manage ?"

Ellen remained on her dignity. She
would have nothing to do either with
Mavion or the drama, and kept aloof
from her classmates generally.

The intelligence had spread through
the school that the two graduates had
differed over the May piece. The
exact point in dispute was not known,
however ; for Marion wished to keep
her design a secret, and Ellen would
not condescend to explain. In fact,
she did not clearly understand it her-
self ; for she had been too vexed at the
proposal to change the plan to listen to
what Marion said upon the subject.
During this state of affairs poor
Abby was very unhappy. She felt
that she was the cause of all the
trouble ; and it seemed hard that what
she had done with the best of inten
tions should have made so much ill-
feeling. This disastrous occurrence
was followed by another, which made
her think herself a very unfortunate
little girl.

As has already beem explained, it
was Larry's delight to keep always a
few blossoms in his pretty vase before
the beloved statue of the Blessed Vir-
gin. This he attended to himself, and
no one ever interfered with the vase.
On the day referred to Abby had been
rehearsing with Marion, and thus it
happened that they walked part of the
way home together. Marion stopped
at a florist's stand and bought a little
buuch of arbutus.

** Here, put this on your altar,” she
said, giving it to Abby. She had
heard all about the oratory.

When the little girl reached the
house Larry had not yet come in, and
the flower had not been renewed that
day.

*I'll surprise him,” she said to her-
self. ‘ How pleased he will be to see
this nice little bouquet !"

She took the vase, threw away the
withered violets it contained, replaced
them with the May-flowers. and put it
back. But, alas ! being taken up with
admiring the delicate pink arbutus,
and inhaling its fragrance, she did not
notice that she had set the vase in an
unsteady position. The next moment
it tipped over, fell to the floor, and lay
shattered at the foot of the altar.
Abby stood and gazed at it hopelessly,
too distressed even to gather up the
fragments.

*“Oh, what will Larry say!” she
cried, wringing her hands. ‘‘He
thought so much of that vase! What
shall I do?"

While she was thus lamenting she
heard Larry's voice. He was coming
straight up to the oratory. In another
minute he threw open the door ; he had
a little cluster of buttercups in his
hand, and was so intent upon putting
them in the vase that he was half-way
across the room before he noticed the
When he
did so he stopped and glared at his
sister.

N

she stammered, con-
tritely, ‘it was an accident! See!
Marion Gaines gave me those lovely
May-flowers, and I thought you'd be
pleased to have them in your vase.
Just @s I went to put it back, it fell
ever. 1'm awfully sorry!”

Larry's eyes flashed angrily, and his
face grew crimson.

‘¢ Abby Clayton,” he broke out, ‘‘you
are always meddling! Why can't you
let things that don't belong to you
alone ?"

A storm of reproaches would no
doubt have followed, but just them his
angry glance turned toward the
statue. There stood the image of Our
Lady, so meek and beauatiful and mild.
And there, in a tiny frame at the front
of the altar, hung Father Dominic's
words of advice: ‘‘Try every day to
do some little thing to honor our
Blessed Mother.”

Larry paused suddenly ; for his in-
dignation almost choked him. But in
that moment of silence he had time to
reflect. What should he do to-day to
honor the Blessed Virgin, now that his
little vase was broken? He looked
again at the statue. The very sight
of the sweet face suggested gentler
thoughts, and counselled kindness,
meekness, and forbearance.

“Well, Abby,” he blurted out, ‘‘I
suppose L'll have to forgive you ; but,
oh, how I wish I were only six years
old, so that I could cry!”

at the feet of Our Lady's statue and

rushed from the reom.

hurried, and the children ought to have | ourselves, it would be much nicer to

So saying, Larry laid the buttercups

The next day it happened that Ellen
discovered Abby in tears at the win-
dow of the class-room. Ellen, although
quick-tempered and impulsive, was
kind hearted.

*¢ What is the trouble now, child ?"
she asked, gently taking Abby's hand
in hers.

“Oh,"” sobbed Abby, “‘I feel so
dreadfully to think that you and
Marion don't speak to each other ? And
it's all my fault ; because from some-
thing I said to Marion, she thomght
that, instead of taking one among

choose the Blessed Virgin for our May-
Queen.”

‘“And was that Marion Gaines’'
plan ?" asked Ellen, in surprise.
*“Why, yes! But surely she must
have told you!"” said the little girl.
‘1 see now that she tried to," re-
plied Ellen, with a sigh at her own

impetuosity.  *“ But I was too vexed to
listen. I did not really understand
before. Dry your tears, Abby : I'll

do my best to make amends now.
How foolish I've been !"” she ejaculated,
as Abby ran off in gay spirit. ‘‘* And
how I must have disedified the other
girls! 1 must try tomake up for it.”
She found the verses she had writ-
ten ; and, on looking them over, con-
cluded that, after all, they needed only
the change of a few words here and
there. Then she wrote a little note to
Marion, as follows :
*“Dear MarioON—I did not realize
until to-day what you wanted to do
about the May piece. If my verses
would be of any use at this late hour,
you are welcome to them. I should
like to do all T can to help now, to
make up for lost time.
“ELuex.”

Marion gladly accepted the over-
tures of peace. The May drama was
duly finished, the rehearsals went on
smoothly, and on the last day of the
Month of Mary the performance took
place.
It had been rumored in the school
that Abbey was not to be Queen, and
there was much speculation as to which
of the little girls had been selected
instead. As the drama progressed,
and the plan was unfolded, the audi-
ence was taken completely by surprise.
Everyone had been eager to sce the
May-Queen ; but there was a general
murmur of appreciation when, at the
close, the curtain rose upon a beautiful
tableau ; a shrime glittering with
many lights, in the midst of which was
enthroned a lovely image of Our Lady,
at whose feet the children laid their
crowns of flowers—a crown to honor
each transcendent virtue — and paid
their homage to their beautiful Queen
of May.
A tew days later Father
called at the Claytons.
‘“ Well, children,” he asked, inci-
dentally, ‘“ have you done anything to
please the Blessed Virgin during the
past month ?”

Abby and Larry were silent, but
their mother kindly answered :

‘1 think they have tried, Father
Dominic. And as for your lovely
May-Day gift, the presence of the
statue seems to have drawn down a
blessing upon the house.”
THE END.

Dominic
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Peeuliar to Itself.
So eminently successful has Hood's Sarsapa-
rilla been that many leading citizens from
all ever the United States furnish testimon-
ials of cures which seem almost miraculous.
Hood's Sarsaparilla is mot an accident but
the ripa fruit of industry and study. It
possesses werit ** peculiar to itself.”

Hoop's PILLS cure Nausea, Sick Head-
ache, Indigestion, Billouness. Sold by all
druggists.

The great demand for a pleasant, safe and
reliable antidote for all aftectious of the
throat and lungs is fully met with in Bickle's
Anti-Consumptive Syrup. It is a purely
Vegetable Compound, and acts promptly and
magically in subduing all coughs, colds,
bronchitis, inflammation of the lungs, ete.
It is so palatable that a child will not refuse
it, and is put at a price that will not exclude
the poor from its benefits.

A HEALING, SOOTHING SALVE for cuts,
burns, bruises, wounds and sores—Victoria
Carbolic Save.

Cottolene

A SHORTENING.

Down the street through the busy way
A lady passed on marketing day.
Who, pausing at a grocery store,
Stepped quickly in at the open door.
With bated breath and anxious mien
She queried : “have you COTTOLENE?"

The grocer, leaving off his work,
Interrogated every clerk ;

But none up to that time had seen
An article called ** COTTOLENE.”

“What is it?"’ said he to the dame,
“That answers to this curious name,
What is it made of? What's its use?
My ignorance you'll please excuse.”

“You're not the merchant for my dimes,
1 see you’re quite behind the times.

For COTTOLENE, I'd have you know,
Is now the thing that’s all the go,

An article of high regard ;

A healthful substitute for lard.

Its composition pure and clean ;

For cooking give me COTTOLENE.”

As from his store the lady fled,

The grocer gently scratched his head—
On his next order, first was seen,
“One dozens cases COTTOLENE"

Ask Your Grocer for it

Made only by

N. K. FAIRBANK & CO,,
Wellington and Ann Streets,

MONTREAL.

‘When you see this on the Box
You know they are good.
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New Spring Suitings
New Spring Trouserings
New Spring Overcoatings
New Spring Scarfs & Ties
See the New Oxford Ties

PETHICE & McDONALD,

393 Richmond Street.

Common
Error.

Chocolate & Cocoa

are by many supposed

to be one and the

same, only that one

is a powder, (hence more easily cooked,) and

the other is not.

This is wrong--

TAKE the Yolk from the Egg,

TAKE the Oil from the Olive,
What is left ?

A Residue. So with COCOA.

In comparison,

COCOA is Skimmed Milk,
CHOCOLATE, Pure Cream.

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR [ _If he hasn'tit onl

sale, send his name

CHOGCOLAT | siinic
"~ MENIER :

Canadian Branch,
Awnuar  Sawes  Excase (12 & 14 St. John
88 miLLION PouNDs.  |Street, Montreal.

IF
YOU
WANT

A GOOD CEMENT

TO BUILD A CISTERN,
OR A PERMANENT
CELLAR FLOOR, OR
STRONG WALLS

FOR FOUNDATIONS,

| USE
THOROLD
CEMENT.

MANUFACTURED BY

ESTATE OF JOHN BATTLE,

Thorold, Ont.

Fvtorial Livs o the ain

The Catholic Record for One Year
For $8 00.

The Pictorial Lives of H\&'Hnlntl contatny
Refleetions tor Every Day the Year., The
book is compiled from * Butler's Lives " an
other appmvwl sourcer, to which are
Lives of the American Saints, reeen
laced on the Calendar for the United Stater
vy &peeclal petition of the Third Plensar!
Oouneil o1 Baltimore ; and also the Lives
the Saints Canonlzed in 1881 by His Hollness
Pope Leo XIII. Kdited by Jonn Gilmery
Shea, LD, With a beautiful frunllupm&
of the Holy Family and nearly four hundr
other il ustrations. Elegantly bhound ig
extra cloth, Greatly admired hy our Hol
Father, Pope Leo XI1I., who sent hig npo(ﬂj
blessing to the publishers: and approved U§
forty Arohbishops and Bishops,

The above work will be sent to any of ouy
subseribers, nnd will also give them ore
for a year's subseription on THE CATHGLAC
R cokp, on reoeiplt of Three Dollars, We
will in all cases prepay earringe.

PureQuilils

better filling for Corsets

7 than any other known material.
‘‘Featherbone’’ Corsets are tough-

more elastic than any

other make, as they are entirely
filled with quills (Featherbone).

To be had at all Retail Dry Goods Stores.

—OBJECTS OF THE—

New York Catholic Agency

The object of this Agency 18 to supply, at the
regular dealers’ prices, any kind of goode im-
ported or manufactured in the United States.

The advantages and conveniences of this
Agency are many, a few of which are:

1gt. ‘It is situated in the heart of the whole-
salejtrade of the metropolis, and has completed
such arrangements with the leading manufao-
turers and finporters as enable it to purchase in
any quantity at the lowest wholesale rates, thue
getaing its profits or commissions from the im-
porters or manutacturers, and hence—

2nd. No extra commissions are charged ita
Pavmnll on purchases made for them, and givin,
hem besides the benetit of my experience ln’
faecilities in the actual prices charged.
Snd. Shou'd a patron want several differant
articles, embracing as many separate trades
or Hnes of goods, the writing of only one lettat
to this Agency will insure the prompt aad cor-
rect filling of such orders. Besides, there will
be only onc express or frelgﬁht charge.

4th. " Persons outside of New York, who may
not know the address of houses selling a partio-
ular hne of goods, can get such s all the
same by sending to this Agency.
5th. Clergymen and Religious Inatitutiona
and the trade buying from $his Agency are
allowed the regular or usual discount.

A};y business matters, outside of buying and
selling goods, entrusted to the attention os
management of this Agency, will be strictly
and cnnnclentlounl{ attended to by your giving
me -uumrlt*'to act as your agent. Whenever
you want to buy anything send your orders w

THOMAS D. EGAN,

Oatholic Agency, 42 Barclay 8t. New Y
e . ’NEW Y()nl.ﬁ. .

Margaret L. Shpher

AO()M PLETE ACCOUNT OF HER LIFE,

Single copies, 25c.: fifty or over, 15 oba
Address, THOS, COFFEY, Catholic heoor‘
Office, London, Ont.

An authentic copy of the

Ritual of the P. P. A. will be

&ent to any address on receipt

ot 6e. in stamps. By dosen,

4c. By hunared,8c. Address

[ R W 8 Ti08. CoF¥EY, The Catholie

~Reeord, London, Ont.

REID’S HARDWARE
TABLE and POCKET CUTLERY,
CARPET 8W ns,
WRINGE N
BRASN FIRE IRONS.
28~ Good stock of General Hardware,

118 DUNDAS STREET, North Side

CONCORDIA VINEYARDS

SANDWICH, ONT.
ERNEST GIRADOT & CC

Alinr Wine a Specialty.

Our Aitar Wine 18 extensively used anu
recommended by the Clergy, and our Clares
will compare favorably with the best imae
ported Bordeaux,

For prices and information address,

E. GIRADOT & CO,
Qandwinl One
i -

TRYTHAT

MOST DELICIOUS

TEA & COFFER

SOLD ONLY BRY

James Wilson & Co.

398 Richmond Street, London,
Telephone 650,

fther Damen, ¥.J.

One of the most insiructive and useful pamph-
ets extant is the lectures of Father Damen.
They comprise four of the most celebrated ones
delivered by that renowned Jesuit KFather,
nnnmb': *The Private Interpretation of the
Bible,” *‘ The Catholic Church, the only true
Church of God,” ** Confession,” and ** The Real
Presence.” The hook will be sent to any ad-
dress on receipt of 15 cents in stamps. Orders
may e sent to Thos, Coffey CATHOLIC RECORD
Office, London.

POST & HOLMES,
ARCHITECTS.
Ofeces — Rooms 28 and 29, Manning House

)VE & DIGNAN, BARRISTERS
LG e Taibot street, London, Private Fond

to loan.

King st, west, Toronto. Also in the

Gerrle Block, Whitby.
A. A, Post, R A, A, {V HoLuss




