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THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

Having at such length, and in terms as
vigorous as we could command, dgclared
the causes of discontent of the Catholic |
minority of Ontario with the School Law,
it now remains for us to set forth what, in
our estimation, are the changesto be made
in the existing{laws on education in force
in this Province, to meet the just demands
of the Catholics of Ontario, The Catho-
lics of Ontario require nothing that will |
conflict with the just rights of the state, or
interfere, with the freedom of action in
matters educational on the part of the
Protestant majority, They demand, and
will be contented with nothing less, than
that equality and that freedom in the all-
important matter of education, which their
conscientious convictions require, They
are as ready as any other class of their
fellow-citizens to make sacrifices for
the public weal, but can never submit |
without protest, to a system of education
at variance with their just rights and
with their conscientious convictions,

Our propositions, looking to the inaug-
uration of the reign of justice in Ontario,
would include :

(1.) The maintenance of a Department
of Education, with a Minister responsible
to Parliament, and to the people. We
look upon the presence of a Minister of
Education in our legislature as a desidera-
tum, This Minister can at all times set
forth and defend the policy of his depart-
ment, besides receiving the benefit of hon-
est advice and criticism from his colleagues
in the legislature. We would have this
Minister assisted by two Deputies, one
having the superintendance of Public or
Protestant, and the other of Catholic |
schools. |

(2.) For the better sccurity and guaranty- |
ing of the rights of parents and the ensur- |
ing of the extension of the benefits of ed- |
ueation to all classesin the Province, we {
would advocate the establishment of a
Council of Public Instruction, to be
divided into two sections, the one Cath-
olic, the other non-Catholic. ~ We would |
have this Council as representative in
character as “possible, and invested with
powers similar to those enjoyed by like
bodies in Quebec and Manitoba, The for-
mation of such a Council, and its enlight-
rk of educa-
ﬁnn, would ).'l‘vﬂll.\' strengthen the hands |
of the Miuister and serve to keep educa-
tional matters from the disturbing influ- |
ences of political partisanship and the
prejudices of faction,

(3.) The establishment and partial
state endowment of a Catholic Uni-
versity. The Colleges of Ottawa and
of Regiopolis, Kingston, were, by special
acts passed in 1866, duly incorporated and
invested with the rank,title and privil-
eges of universities, The charter of
Regiopolis, though yet legally existent,
was soon after its cession rendered inop-
erativeby the niggardly policy of the Sand-
field Macdonald government of 1867, in
withdrawing the government aid to
which that worthy and historic institution
was justly 'entitled. We trust and feel
confident that when re-opened Regiopolis
College will receive not only its due share
of recognition at the hands of the govern-
ment, but also its just portion of public
support. The College of Ottawa wastreated
by Mr. Sandfield Macdonald in the same
spirit of narrowness that characterized his
dealings with the other Catholic institu-
tions of the land. But thanks to the zeal
of its enlightened President, the Rev. Dr.
Tabaret, and the material encouragement
and unceasing support of the late and
present Bishop of Ottawa, it has sur-
vived the shock, and is to day, one of
the finest and most promising Cath-
olic institutions of learning in the coun-
try. To refuse such an institution, doing
a greater work than any of the non-Cath-
olic places of higher learning in the Pro-
vince, its share of public assistance, is to
inflict a wrong upon the institution itself,
and rob the Catholics of Ontario of the
full benefit of University training.

At its last session the legislature of
Ontario voted a total of $512,153,28 for
purposes of education. Of this large sum
not one dollar went to assist the many
Catholic institutes of jhigher education
in the Province. What in our estimation
should be done is—always of course pre-
supporing the existenee of a council of
public instruction—that a portion of the
educatienal grant, bearingithe same pro-
portion to the total that the Catholic pop-
ulation bears to the whole in this Province,
should be placed at the disposal of the
Catholic section of the council, to be dis-
tributed as that section should adjudge
best among high and elementary schools,

(4) We also claim it as a right that
there should be a Catholic Normal school.
The legislature at its last session voted
$44,415 for the Normal schools of Toronto
and Ottawa. These are excellent institu-
tions in their way, but do not satisfy the
needs of Catholics. With a much smaller
grant than that given to either of these
institutions, there could, we feel assured,
be established and maintained a very

effective Catholic Normal school,

(5) We further demand the establish-
ment of Catholic high schools. Our con-
ventual institutions would now largely,
and in time fully, meet this want as;far as
girls are concerned and should therefors be
subsidized by liberal legislative and muni-

|
|
|
|
|

ened co-operation in the w

| properly.

high schools for boys little difficulty need
De experienced in counties with a large
Catholic population. In other cases
counties could be grouped and one *,;-m«li
school established on a basis to meet this |
requirement of our people,

(6) Provision should be made for a|
central Catholic Board of Examiners, and |
also for county or union of counties’ |
boards wherever practicable,

7) There should be devised and put in ‘
force a regular system of inspection such |
as obtains mutatis mutandis in the present 1
public school system of Ontario.

(8) Instead of section boards of trustees, |

there should be township boards, and all |
schools supported by a Catholic majority t
be considered Catholic, and all supported |
by a Protestant majority Protestant, the
minority in each case having the right to
dissent, and in dissenting to claim its just
share of the school property.

(9) Legislative subsidies should be
granted to poor schools in new
and  sparsely settled districts and
to disentient schools, whether Protestant
or Catholic, wherever the minority experi-
ences present difficulty in supporting them

10) In the matter of text books none
for Catholic schools should bLe approved
by the department without the sanction
of the Catholic portion of the proposed
council of public instruction, There is
no subject so replete with significance as
the selection of text books, Our Holy
Father the Pope, lately speaking of (hn:’
modern perversion of historical truth, ex- |
poses the bad faith and criminal conduct |
of certain writers : 1

“This method of attack, meaning histori- ‘
cal slander, was, said the Holy Father,
used three centuries before by, :uuonxr]
others, the Centuriators of Magdeborg; |
who, inasmuch as the authors and parti-
sane of the new opinions had been unable |
to overthrow the defences of Catholic
doctrine, thiowing themselves into a new |
species of battle-line, drove the Church |
into historical controversies, Nearly all |
the schools, which had revolted agaiuﬂ;
the old teaching, renewed the example of |
the Centuriators, aud what was far more |
distressing, some Catholics and Italians |
followed the same course. Accordingly,
with that purpose which we have|
described, the smallest vesiiges of anti-
quity were scrutimized; the mnooks and |
corners of archives searched; silly fables
were published; fictions, refuted a hun- |
dred times, yet reiterated a hundred
times., Often mutilating, or throwing
cunningly into the shade what are, asit|
were, the grander phases of history, they |
took a pleasure in passing over in silence |
glorious deeds and memorable deserts;
their minds being eagerly set upon hunt- "
ing after and exaggerating a rash, an im-
prudent act, to be free from which alto-
gether is more difficult than comports
with buman nature. Nay, they seemed
to suffer themselves to penetrate into the
questionable secrets of jumestic life with
a perverse sagacity, gleaning therefrom
and portraying what might seem most
easily adapted to gratify the appetite of
the people for ehow and ridicule. Among
the very great Pontiffs, even those who
were eminent for their virtues, were re-
flected upon and abused as avaricious,
proud, domineering; the purposes of those
whose actions could not be shorn of their
glory were ceneured; and a thousand
times the mad cry was heard that the
Church was hostile to the progress of in-
telligence, the civilization of mnations,
Notably, the civil power of the Roman
Pontiffs, established by a Divine design to
save their independence and majesty,
founded upon the best title and memor-
able for countless benefits, was made the
target of the sharpest arrows of falsehood
and malignity.

The same artifices, continues the Holy
Father, are resorted to in this day, so that
if ever any time, surely now, it may be
truly said that history seems to be a con-
spiracy of men against truth, And, in.
deed, these old fictions being circulated
anew, we see falsehood boldly creeping
through bulky volumes and their pam-
phlets, the ephemeral pages of journals
and the seductive repertories of theatres.
Too many are willing that the memory
of old times may be an auxiliary to out-
rage. There was a recent instance of this
in Sicily, when, on the occasion of a cer-
tain sanguinary commemoration, many
rude, vulgar invectives, and engraved
even on permanent monuments, were
launched against the name of our pre-
decessors, The same appeared a little
afterward, when honors were publicly
peid to a man of Brescis, who, by his
seditious disposition and mind hostile to
the Apostolic See, became illustrious.
They tried again then to stir up popular
passions and wave the burning torches of
calumny ngainlt the greatest Pontiffs,
And if the Church muet be credited with
certain deeds which are very honorable
and in which the manifest light of truth
blunted all the thrusts of calumny, means
are taken by extenuating and dissimulat-
ing, so that the least possible degree of
praise and merit may redound, to the
Pontiffs.

The Supreme Pontiff then significantl
adds: Butitis a moreserious point that this
false system of treating history has crept
into the very schools. Very often text-
books, sprinkled with falsehoods, are put
into the hands of children, growing accus-
tomed to which, especially if either the
malice or frivolity of teachers be added,
they easily imbibe a dis{;ust for venerable
antiquity, and an insolent contempt for
the holiest things or perions. Having
passed through the elements of literature,
they are often borne into graver danger;
for in the highest studies the recital of the
facts leads to the causes of things; from
causes they proceed to build up theories
founded on rash prejudices, which are
openly in disagreement with divine tradi-
tion, and the sole purpose of which it is
to falsify and cover up the great benefit
Christian institutions have been able to
procure forsociety,and theirgreat influencs
on the course of events. This is the con-
duct of the majority who dieregard their
inconsequent conclusions and absurd state-

1 ors, publishing houses, and agents, need to

smaller figure, Oun page 18, for Georgina
| A pag ] 4

| section 6, it is said “forty or sometimes six

e | numbers, On page 54, France is said to

In Mr, Dallas’ pamphlet, alrealy cited, |
we find a P’rotestant writer adduced to give
testimony to this importaut subject,

“The sulject of the selection of text
hooks to he used in the public schools, is
oneof increasing importance and difliculty,

| The number of persons competent to ex-

amine them is so few—the labor of exam-
ining numerous series of books, on all the
branches taught in the schools, is so great,
—the sensitiveness of the people to {re
quent changes, is so keen,—and the com-
plicated machinery of book agents and
publishers is worked with such amazing
power, that Committees stand aghast, and
the whole Commonwealth, from one end
to the other, is ringing with complaint,

| Abuses and impositions of the most flagrant

character are of daily occurrence. A more

| ellicient power needs to be erected ; and

men who thoroughly understand the sub-
ject, and who shall be independent of auth

be appointed for this special work,—Rev.
Barnas Sears, Secretary of the Board of
Education, Massachusetts—From 14th |
Annual Report, 1850, |
The bhistory of text-books in Upper ‘
Canada is one of really sad interest, Some |
of the books authorized in the days of
Ryersonian despotism were really a dis-
grace to any system of education, JgEven |
the Globe in the days of its anti-papistical |
fury could find no words too strong to
condemn certain of these books. There |
was one—a gecgraphy—that came in for |
the loudest denunciations of the then no- |
Popery and pro-public school organ.
After pointing out the general ungram-
matical character of the beok, the writer |
in the Globe proceeds :

“Oa page 15, for area of Lake Erie, read
9000 square miles for 6000, On the same
page is an error in celeulating the amount |
of water passing over the Falls of Niagara,
which is stated to be 40,000,000 tons per
hour, or 600,000 per minute ; while the
amount discharged by the St. Lawrence
into the ocean is put down at a much

read Georgian, On page 20, red and moose |
deer are placed amongst the game of |
Upper Canada; while on page 21, the |
moose deer is said to be peculiar to Lower |
Canada. It would be an improvement if |
in sections 59 to 63, either the singular or ‘
plural noun were used throughout, On |
page 27, Stratford is included both in the |
London and Hamilton districts, On page |
29, section 0 is_not intelligible—no reason |
being given why the names of several |
places are repcated. On page 41, the
Rideau Canal has an elevation of 437 feet,
Can this be so, if from Kingston to Lake |
Rideau be an ascent, and from Lake Rid-
cau to Ottawa a descent ! On page 46,

Indians constituted a war party.’ Surely
war parties were not confined to these

have 1uled Capada for 300 years prior to
the fall of Quebec. This would bring us

{ back to a period anterior to the arrival |

either of Cabot or Columbus, Fort Niagara \
is said, on page G0, to be Canadian, In the
Liographical sketches, Lord Sydenham
and Rev, Peter Jones are placed amongst
distinguished men now living, while the
biography of each closes with “he died and
was buried.” The Hon, M, 8, Bidwell is |
said to have been born before the Ameri- l

|

|

can revolution,

Corrections were indeed gsubsequently
made in the book, but after the subsequent
additions and emendations it was still
full of errors,

There are to-day text books in the
hands of Catholic children in Ontario
teeming with ineult and vilification of
their religion. There are’ histories which
give unjust, one-sided and distorted views
of great events® bearing on the life and
action of the Church. These and similar
works were, under a system sach as we
propose, taken from the hands of Catho- l
lic children and books teaching history
from the standpoint of truth employed in
their stead.

(11.) Asschools have in a great measure
to depend on the amount of municipal
aid they receive, and as all municipal aid
must depend upon taxation, there should
be an equitable mode of assessment and
of distribution of taxes devised, The
property owned or occupied, as the case
may be, by Catholics, should be invari-
ably assessed for Catholic Schocls, and no
Catholic permitted to apply his taxes to
other than Catholic, just as no Protestant
is now permitted to apply his}taxes to
other than Common Schools. Taxes of
corporations, whether railway, insurance,

| eral Legare, with Revd, Messrs, Simard
| and Marois as deacon and subdeacon. The |

inferiority inherited from days of by-gone ]
tyranny.; The Catholics of Ontario ask for |
justice, and justice they will have,

ALL SAINTS DAY,

LONDON,

The feast of All Saints was in the city | .

observed with becoming solemnity, High
Mass was sung at 1020 in St Peter’s
Cathedral by Rev, Father Walsh, Mis
l:uhlsld]' the I:irll-ll' preached an effective
sermon. e stated the object of the |
Church in the institution of the festival of
All Al\‘“illl‘ to be (1) the veneration of God |
in his Saints, (2) to beg of the Saiuts the
benefits of their intercession, (3) to urge
her children to imitate their virtues, On
this point His Lordship dwelt with earnest-
ness and impressiveness, The Saints, he
said, were men and women like unto us,
subject to the same dangers and tempta

tions, Dutthese dangersthey surmounted,
these temptations they overcame, Their
souls they preserved from sin, knowing
that nothing defiled can enter the king-
dom of God, His Lordship then touched
on the commemoration of All Souls made
on the 2ad of November, and implored ‘
his hearers to fulfil anobleduty of charity l

| by pu{ing for the faithful departed, but |
Y

| special

y by having the Holy Sacrifice of |
the Mass offered for them., I
On All Souls’ Day High Mass was sung |
at 9.30 by RL Rev. Mgr, Bruyere, and |
Father Tiernan preached the sermon of |
the day. ‘
OTTAWA,
In Ottawa the festival of All Saints

| was observed by a general suspension of
business and a very large attendance at

all the Churches, At the Basilica His

Lordship  Bishop Dubamel celebrated

Pontifical High Mass, assisted by the

Very Rev. Vicar-general Routhier and |
Fathers DBrucher and Campean. The
Very Rev. Father Szars, Prefect Apostolic
of Western Newfoundland, preached the
sermon of the day,

On All Souls day, His Lordship Bishop
Duhbamel again pontificated at 9 o'clock
in the presence of alarge congregation,

At St. Joseph’s Church Rev. Father
Paillier at High Mass preached an able
and stirring discourse on the feast of the
day.

QUEBEC,

This festival was to-day marked with
usual religious services in the various
Catholic  Churches  in  Quebec city,
large and devout congregations attending,
The Government departments, the court,
banks and public offices generally were |
closed, as were also the bulk of the whole- |
sale and retail stores and shops. The

| Custom House, however, as usual during |

the season of navigation, remained open |
until two o’clock.

At the Basilica Iis Excellency Dom |
Hepii  Smeulders, the Commissiary |
Apostoli officiated pontifically  this
morning; and was assisted by Vicar Gen

sermon was preached by Revd, Mr, Belan- |
ger, vicar, at the Basilica, The decorations |
at the altar were splendid. The Arch- |
bishop was present on the throne, His |

| Grace being attended by the Secretaries

of the Commissary Apostolic. The church
was crowded to excess, Mgr. Moreau,
Bishop of St, Hyacinth, was present in
the chancel.

NI —

BOOK NOTICES.

Tre AMERICAN ELOCUTIONIST AND
Dramaric READER. For the use of
Colleges, Academies, and Schools, By
Joseph A. Lyons, A, M., LL. D., Prof.
of English and Latin in the University
of Notre Dame, Ind. Author of “The
Silver Jubilee,” “Questionsin Gram-
mar,” and Editor of *“Household
Library,” “Scholastic Annual,” etec.
With an eclaborate introduction on
Elocution and Vocal Culture by the
Rev. M. B. Brown, A. M., late Prof.
of Theology and Moral Philosophy in
the University of Notre Dame., 6th
Edition—Revised and Enlarged. Phil-
adelphia: BE. H, Butler & Co. 1853,
468 pp. Price $1.60.

We are happy to perceive that this ex—

cellent work has reached its sixth edition,
It deserves a very wide circulation, We

| Irish cause.

Librarian of Congress, and published by “
H. 1. Warner & Co., Rochester, N, Y., |
ontains a vast amount of statistical, fin- ‘
ancial

political information not else

where to be found

Tue Carnoric Hose ALy

for i
15 & very neat, and interesting Catholi
| Annual, issued by Benziger Bros, It hasa
very fine frontispicce, “The Blessed Virgin
and the Infant Jesus,” Among its wood
cut portraits are a well-executed, and, we
think, a e ure of Leo N111., Cardi
nal McCloskey, St, Clare of Monte Faleo,
| St. Laurence of Brindisi, Benedict Joseph
Labre, John Baptist De Rossi, John Gil

mary Shea, Archbishop Purcell, Arch
bishop Wood, and Abbe Jean Bosco, It
has also many other illustrations aud the
reading matter is well selected. It may be
obtained at the Recorp oftice, Price 25¢, |

l

AN ArPEAL AN

Derrance, By His
Eminence Cardi.il Deschamps, Arch-
bishop of Malines. Translated from the
French by a Redemptorist Father, |
New York, Cincinnati and St. Louis : |
Benziger DBrothers, Printers to the |
“ul_, A\]lll.‘tﬂ“' See, |

This little work, written by the late

Cardinal Deschamps, bears in its every line
the stamp of his clearness of mind and
power of reason, It is divided into three
chapters, in the first of which the
writer makes an appeal to the good faith
of a Protestant Ly birth, in the second he
bids defiance to the reason of rationalists,
and in the third points out why many
people do not see what is evident, and how
what is clear for the wise is also clear for
the simple.

Suort Mepirarions ox Tue Howny
Rosary, translated from the French,
by a member of the Order of|
St.  Dominie, and published by
Fr. Pustet & Co.,, New York and Cin-
cinnati, is one of the most beautiful man-
uals of devotion it has ever been our lot
to peruse, It should be in the hands of
all persons who practice devotion to the
Holy Rosary, It is a work well calculated
to promote the growth of this most holy
and salutary form of prayer,

My Visit 1o DisyresseD IRELAND, by
Rev. Richard F. Clarke, 8. J., published |
by Benzigers, has attracted a great deal of )‘
notice, Father Clarke'’s views on Ireland,
though not new, are well presented and
repay perusal. It isa book that on the
whole must prove of real service to the

A Couvrse or Pninosorny, embracing
Logic, _\lrl.'xlrh)'sh\ and Ethics, by the
Very Rev. A, Louage, C. 8. C,, Provincial
of Canada, published by John Piet & Co.,
Baltimore, re-appears in a second edition,
It isa very useful manual, and though
notas full as we think desirable, must go
a very long way in supplying a great
want. Its definitions are specially clear.

Tur Carnoric Faminy AxNvan for
1584, published by the Catholic Publica
tion Society Co., New York, contains a
great deal of very interesting reading, The
illustrations are of good quality, and add
greatly to the value of the Annual.

|

Doxanor’s MacazINg for November is
a true repertory of choice reading and
valued information, as may be seen from
the table of contents :

The Effects of the Lost Cause, Rev, A,
J. Ryan.

Obligations of Protestant gwriters to
Catholics. Rev. P. A, Tracy.

The Murderer’s Friend. H. P. McEl

should be happy to see it in use in all our
colleges and academies,

Tue Carmoric Wortp for November
offers its readers an unusually fine selec-
tion of valuable papers :

1. Luther and the Diet of Worms. The
Very Rev. I. T\ Hecker,

Il. Ancient Celtic Art.
Clinche.

III. Our Grandmother’s Clock.

I1V. The Early Fruits of the “Refor-
mation” in England. 8. Hubert Burke.

V. The Franco-Annamese Conflict,
Alfred M, Cotte.

Bryan J.

banking or other associations, should be
divided according tc population, between
Catholic and Protestant Schools,

(12.) Power should be given to minor-
ities in any municipality to apply their
taxes to Catholic or P’rotestant schools, as
the case might be, in adjacent municipali-
ties, but only upon duenotice given,

These are in the main the changes in the
School Law required by the Catholics of
Ontario to place them on a footing of
equality with their non-Catholic fellow-
citizens. We know we shall be told that
in formulating these demands on the part
of the Catholic minority we; ask too
much, If asking for justice be seeking too
much, then we cheerfully plead guilty to
the charge,  But asking and striving for
justice is not only not seeking too much,
it is a duty imposed upon every citizen,
We are here in a free country, Catholics
are like others invested with the franchise,
They can speak through the ballot boxes,
and if they so speak in unity "and deter-
mination, there is no power in Ontario that
can resist them, Let no man say that they
ask  too muchj when] they seek to
disenthrall themselves and their chil-
dren from a debasing inequality, Let no
man accuse them of bigotry and intoler-

ments, and the darkness they shed upon

cipal grants, For the establishment of

what is called the philosophy of history.”

ance because they seek to wipe from their

VI. Armine. Chapters xxv., xxvi, Chris-
tian Reid.

VIIL. Skepticism and itz Relations to
Modern Thought., Conde B. P’allen.

VIII, Bancroft’s History of the United
States. 1II. Maryland Toleration, Rich-
ard Clarke, LL. D.

I1X. The Returning Comet of 1512,
The Rev. Geo. M. Searle,

X. New Publications.

To historical students we specially com-
mend Father Hecker’s and Dr. Clarke’s
very able aud scholarly articles,

Tinr AMERICAN CATHOLIC QUARTERLY
for October is one of the very best mum-
bers of that inestimable periodical that hag
yet appeared. We have perused with
deepest interest the articles on the Church
in Spain, Bancroft’s History of the United
States, and Martin Luther, The latter is,
especially at the present moment, a very
useful, because lucid, exposition of the
life aud career of the great innovator.
Archbishop Gibbons contributes a paper
on the Law of Prayer, Prof, Paust dis-
cusses Thackeray, Father Ming, S, J., deals
with the Origin of [Civil Authority, and
John Boyle O’Reilly contributes his views
on the gain made by Ireland through agi-
tation, conducted by Mr, Parnell,

TuE AMERICAN TREA v Facrs for

rone.

How Lawyers Received a Patron Saint,
W. J. O,

Brownson’s Works. W, J, Dennehy,

More Miracles ; Louise Lateau, Her
Death,

A Nutshell History of Ireland. A, M,
Sullivan,

The Personality of Satan.

Earthquakes, Cyclones and other Casu-
alties,

Pleasantries of the late Father Burke.

The D’Altons of Crag. A Story of 48
and 49,

Two Hundredth Anniversary of the De-
feat of the Turks,

A Plucky English Girl,

Ircland a Nation.

The Abode of the DBlessed ; or This
World and the Next,

A Visit to Cork and What Came of it,

Dog Show in Dublin.

Encyclical Letter of Our Most Holy
Father the Pope.

Huge ()nnm{inn Dominion.

Dress ; Some Reflections for Yeung and
Old.,

Our Young Folks.

Four Little Mischiefs ; The Gertrude
Bird,

Useful Knowledge,

The Humorist,

Notes on Current Topica,

Personal.,

Notices on Recent Publications,

Obituary,

The Very Rev. Canon Madden, who
has labored zealously for over sixteen years
as parish priest at Chezzetcock, is now
stationed at St. Mary’s, Halifax, Last Sun-
day his former parishioners, desiring to
ghow their love and esteem for him, pre-
sented him with an address accompanied
by a purse of $140, In the address refer-
ence was made to his self-sacrificing work
during the time of cholera in 1871, At that
time his reverence exposed himaself in the
midst of the fever-stricken people and ad-
ministered to their wants, and even had to
bury the dead, when the nearcst and dear-
est friends fled terror stricken, A very

| eloquent and feeling reply was made by
his reverence,—Antigonish, N, 8, “Aur-

ownand their children’sbrows thestigma of 1883, edited by Ainsworin R, Shoﬂ'ord, ora.”

THE POVERTY OF OUR BRETHREN
IN THE FAITH.

Report of the Prefect-Apostolic of the
Gull of St. Lawrence to the Arche
hishiop and Bishops of the Province
of Quebee on the  Progress and
Organization  of  the Prefectures
Apostolic,

My Lonrps—You have erceted the Pre-
fecture of the Gulf of St, Lawrence and
entrusted  me with its organization,

Already vou have been of great help to
me, and I am in justice bound to give you
an account of the progress of the work,
Last fall I took under my care the par-
ish of the Point anr Es t 600 com-
municants) and the missions of Betchonan
(60 communicants), eighteen miles dis.
tant, with a priest who acted at the same
time as Vice Prefect and Viear, At
.\:\Luh.]vmu a priest was stationed to
attend 240 miles of the inhabited coast.
At Maypie another missioner had to attend
120 miles and the coast and Anticosti, At
N. Elisce de Bethsiomites was stationed a
priest to visit M, Girouard’s timber-yard
and 120 miles of the coast, besides two
venerable Oblate Fathers, most experi-
enced in the great North missions, A
few missions of the western part were

L under the care of a priest from the Chi.

coutimi Diocese, These stations had been
attended since 1867 by msssioners from
Rimouski, true heroes of devotedness and
martyrs to their duty. Chapels were
numnerous vnuugil, but i a very poor
state; schools were kept up with the
greatest of difliculty, and, notwithstanding
the efforts of Bishop Langevin and the
rersonal sacrifices of his Missioners, need
1ad closed the greater part of them,

I visited last winter the 300 miles that
separate me from Blanc-Sablon to the
cast, and this summer all the inhabited
coast of Anticosti, as well as most of the
missions to the west, It was then I
became acquainted with the heroism of
my predecessors ; sighing at the same
time over the astonishing distances to be
gone over, distances that very soon wear
the missioner and prevent him from reap-
ing very abundant fraits from his labor,
A scattered population in extreme pov-
erty has been likewise an insurmountable
obstacle to evangelism and schooling,  Of
my missioners, so few in number, only
one belongs to the Prefecture @ the others
have been lentme, It was promised that
the Propagation of the Faith would come
to my help, and1 am of opinion, my
Lords, if 1t were decided among you, 1
should get a suflicientamount to meet the
most pressing wants,  To continue the

| mision among the Nascapis and Esqui-

maux woukl have cost me $600, This
was quite above my means; therefore this
summer no missioner has been sent to the
60 Nascapis families nor to the 250 E«ui-
maux families,

Quebee, always so generous and even
inexhaustible, furnishes me this year with
two priests, thus allowing me to place one
on Anticosti, while another will attend
150 miles of the inhabited coast in the
eastern part of the Prefecture.  Another
priest is sent to me from Chicoutimi to
learn the Montaguais language with the
Fathers at Dethsiamites.  Father Arnaud,
0. M, L, gave the yearly mission this sum-
mer to the Montagnais from Maskouaro
to Bethsiamstes,

Fishing is the only and insuflicient res-
ource of the population. There is no hope
for improvement in this respect.

Last year was a year of dreadful suffer-
ings ; several schools had necessarily to be
closed. This year 1 made an appeal to
the religious and patriotic devotedness of
Canadian schoolteachers, I have been
understood and listened to. 1 can now
open three schools, closed through poverty,
and establish three new ones. These
schoolteachers come for a merely nominal
salary, Books and school requisites are
wanting. A great part of what is on hand
has been purchased with the former mis«
sioners’ money. 1 have likewise to com-
plete the teachers’ salaries, or, at lcast, to
be responsible for them ; besides, see that
each missioner has what is strictly neces-
sary, and their expenses are very great,
Thus, it cost $60 to go round Auticosti,
873 for the mission 1n the eastern part,
and $120 for my trip Jast winter,

That I might have priests belonging to
the Prefecture, I took to my own house
last fall two pupils well endowed and giv-
ing marks of a clerical vocation, 1 had
to board them, clothe them, and give them
all they required. They entered, this
fall, Quebec Seminary, where one of them
geta his board gratis. I had also to board
and pay a Vice.Prefect, This fall I am
taking two more pupils. Finally, I had to
buy a large quantity of church requisites
absolutely necessary, besides what was
given me, Also, a large quantity of books
and classical necessaries,

This fall I will have seven secular
priests and two religious attending the
missions of the Prefecture, and four pupils
in the seminary. Twelve schools are open.
Next year four Sisters of Charity from
Quebee will take charge of our school
number one. I shall have to buy and
prepare a building for them. 1 rely upon
God, first of all, and then upon power-
ful and generous protectors to build, with«
out much expense of our own, an Institute
and a Convent at Point anx Lsquimaux,

This short report shows your Lordships to
what use we put the alma you gave us last
year, Religion and education, and conse-
quently true civilization,helped on the pro-
gress obtained through incredible sacrifices
on our predecessors’ part,

It is evident, from these facts, that we
are more than ever in want of your pro-
tection and your effective concourse. My
Lords, thanks be to you, we were able to
organize something last year, but the most
arduous tesk has yet to be performed,
You can not, therefore, abandon us, Is
there a generous and patriotic heart but
must palpitate with ours?

I remain of Your lmn]slu[;s the most
humble and grateful son in Jesus Christ,

F. X, Bossk,
Prefect Apostolic,
Quebee, October 1, 1883,

The vencrable Father Beaudry, S, J.,
has just preached a retreat for women in
the church of the Congregation of our
Lady, Dauphin street, Quebee, It is sate
isfactory to know that the good father,
although well advanced in years, still pogs
sesses the vigor for which his preaching
has always been remarkable,




