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MINUTE SERMONS. for the people, and the plague ceased.”
- — | (Nam. xvi: 47.) And we resd in
< T Sabiy Swe the Pealms: **And he ssid ‘that he

WHITE LIES, would destroy them ; had not Moses, his

V ng, speak ye the
e heretore DUk A vighbor. (Epistie
of the day.) |

There is perhaps no sin, my brethren,
for which people seem to have so little
real sorrow, or for which they s0 seldom
makea practical purpose of amendment,
as this miserable one of falsehood, of
which the Apostle here speaks.
will hear it said : *I told lies, but there
was no harm in them ; they were to ex
cuse myself, or to save trouble.'” They
are matters to be confessed, oh! yes ;
the liar will perhaps even run back to
say that he is a liar, it he (or quite
likely she) has forgotten to mention it
at the time. But as for correcting the
habit, that is quite another matter. It
would seem that the sacrament of pen-
ance is expected to take effect on these
sins by mere confession, without con-
trition or purpose to avoid them for the
future.

Bat the liar will say: ‘T am sorry ;
I have contrition for these lies.”” Let
me ask, however, what kind of sorrow
have you? You are sOrry that things
were 80 that you bhad to tell a lie; but
if things were so again to mOrrow,
wonld not you tell the lie again? It
you are sincere, I am afraid you will
say: ‘““Yes, I suppose 1 should.”
Where, then, is the purpose of amend-
ment? Without purpose of amendment
contrition is nothing but a sham.

Let us, then, my friends, look into
our consciences about this matter, and
get them straightened out properly. I
do not want to be too barsh about it ;
for after all there are some expressions
which people call lies, which are not
really 80, because the one to whom they
are addressed is not expected to be de
ceived by them, but merely to be pre
vented from asking further questions.
Some people, tco, call it a lie when they
do not tell the whole truth, but we sre
not always required—though we often
are—to tell the whole truth ; and when
we are not, there is no lie, as long as
what we say is actually true as far asit
goes. Baut it would take too long to go
into all the cases concerning what is or
is not a lie; and as a general rule one
ean by a little common sense find them
out for himself. Find them out, then ;
§t you cannot surely do so by your-
selves, get advice ; and when you are
eertain that you are all right, do not
eall it a sin to act according to your
eonscience and reason, and do not make
® matter of self-accusation out of it.

But when you cannot see any way to
make out that what you say really is
not a lie, then do rot fall back on the
idea that, if it does not injure anybody,
there is no harm in it. You are false to
yourself in this ; for you know there is
harm in it, otherwise you would not feel
uneasy about it.

And what is the harm? Theharm in
alie is simply that it is alie, and there-
fore an offence against God, Who is the
trath. This is what St. Paul tells us
in this very epistle of to-day. *‘Put
on,” he says, ** the new man, who, ac-
cording to God, is created in justice and
holiness of truth, Wherefore,"" he con-
tinues, ** putting away lying, speak ye
the truth every man with his neigh
bor."”’

Yes, my brethren, God is the truth,
and He infivitely loves the truth, in
Himself and in His creatures. He does
not wish up to sacrifice it in the slight
est degree, even to save the whole world
from destruction. There is karm in a
lie, then ; harm, if I may say so, to God
Himself and to His dearest interests.
Do not think, then, to save His inter
ests, or any one else's, by lying. Tell
the truth and let Him look cut for the
consequences. Tell the truth for God's
sake, because He loves it, and hates a
lie ; tell the truth, and love the trath,
for its own sake. We are, as St. Paul
says, ‘ created according to God, in
boliness ot truth:'’ let us keep the
pattern to which we have been made.

Stop, then, deliberate lying for a pur-
pose, which is but too common. Bat
also be careful in what you say; try
not even to fall into falsehood thought
lessly. Let it be your honest pride
that your word is as good as your oath

TALKS ON RELIGION.

BATISFACTION,.

chosen one, stood
breach, and turned away His wrath,

ev: 33.)

God accept to supply the place of the
punishment due to our sins ? Our Lord
dwells strongly on the efficacy of prayer.
You | “And that servant, falling down be-
sought him, saying:
with me, and I will pay thee all.’
And the Lord of the servant being
moved with pity, let him go, and for-
gave him the
wicked’ servaat, I forgave thee all the
debt because thou besovghtest me.”
(St. Matt. xvii : 26, 31.)
told *by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving will your petition be made
known to God."

almsgiving as a most powerful means of
paying

spirit, says :
my counsel be acceptable to thee, re-
deem thou thy sins with alms, and thy

before him in the
est He should destroy them.'’ (Psalms
How many kinds of good works will

‘Have patience

debt. . . . Thou

Hence we are

Almighty God constantly refers to

our indebtedness. What
stronger testimony could we find than
that presented by the words of the
Archangel Raphael, which are recorded
in the history of Tobias : ‘‘Prayer is
good, with fasting and almsgiving, more
than to lay up treasures of gold ; for
alms delivereth from death, and the
same is that which purgeth away sins,
and maketh to find life everlasting.
When thou didst pray with tears, and
didst bury the dead, and didst leave
thy dinner and hide the dead by day
in thy house, and bury them by night,
I offered thy prayer to the Lord.”
(Tob, xii:8)

The Prophet Daniel, in the same
““Wherefore, O King, let

iniquities with works of mercy to the
poor ; perhaps He will forgive thee thy
offences.” (Daniel iv: 24) And then
in the New Testament we find Our Lord
referring to almsgiving, and express
ing His acceptance of the smallest thing
done in His name to oneof our brethren.
*‘Whosoever shall give to drink to one
of these little ones, a cup of cold water
in the name of the disciples, amen, I
say to you, heshall not lose his reward.’’
(St. Matt. x: 41.) Then St. Peter
sums up the lesson in these beauntiful
words: ‘‘Before all things, have: a
constant mutual charity among your-
selves ; for charity covereth a multi-
tude of sins.’”” (I St. Peter iv: 8.)—
Catholic Universe.

THOSE WHO TOIL.

IN VAIN UNLEsS IT BE FOR GOD.

By Rev, Theodore C, Foote.

Many are toiling on and taking no
thing worth having, because God is not
in their thoughts at all. There are
those who toil for pleasure ard bodily
gratification — worldly-minied persons
and many uninstructed children. It is
not that pleasures are wrong—far from
it | They are even necessary, they are
real blessings, but they are only bles-
sings when they are received, as it
were, from God's hand, with grateful,
loving, nnderstanding hearts. O:her
wise they may be an unmitigated cuarse,
stealing the heart away from God,
especially children's hearts, indisposing
them to any serious thoughts, render-
ing them a prey to temptation. Why
is it not possible for a Christian boy or
girl to learn that ail his or her pieas-
ures are God's gift to His child and re
ceive them with loving gratitude ?
God's blessing will follow the work as
well as the play of such a child. Bat
the people who live only to have a
good time are taking nothing, no matter
bow hard they work, and often they
wear themselves out in the search for
pleasure, Finally, they getonly ennui,
discontent, selfishness, light-minded-
ness—very poor stock for the business
of life.

Then there are those who toil for
learning. No longer children, they
must think of something serious.
Surely, you will say, study must briog
them something ; this toil, so honorable,
s0 respected, so prized, must be fruit-
ful : one cannot fish in the great sea of
knowledge without taking something.
Yes, but what? A mind trained to
remembear and classify a vast namber of
facts and theories and speculations ; or
an intellect disciplined to draw fine
distinetions, to split hairs, to critieise,

ALL

In the law given to the Jews, it is
clear that some sacrifice was always
required for the remission of ¢in. This
was called an “offering for in.”” This,
in & manner, represents “'Our
Great Sacrifice.”” St. Paul, therefore,
BAYS : “And withont the shedding of
blood there is no remission.” (Heb.
xii: 22)

By every sin, then, which men com
mit, they incur a debt to the Justice of

God. The guilt of our sins can not be
pardoned without true contrition and
change of heart, and an acknowledge

ment of them in confession when we
ecan. When the guilt of sin has been
remitted, satisfaction is due to the in-
jured Majesty of God, which must be
paid in some manner.

Jastice naturally requires the pun
ishment of the offender. The Mercy of
God, however, has provided many ways
in which the sinner can make atone
ment. Sometimes this atonement may
be made for us. Nothing that man can
suffer, or do, would be a full and sufl
cient reparation for mortal sin. No
sacrifice that he could offer would avail.
Therefore, the Almighty has Himself
offered a sacrifice for us, and His Justice
accepts the reparation as if it were
our own. The Almighty allows us to
offer up satisfaction for our brethren,
and to some extent accepts it as if from
them For instance, St. Paul “‘rejoiced
in his sufferings to avail for those things
that were wanting for tbe Church'' —
that is, for his brethren.

We nave many instances in the Old
Law emphasizing this teaching, that
is, that Almighty God was pleased to
receive the prayers and offerings of
His faithful servants as satisfaction for
sinners. When the Israelites had
grievously offended God, fire was sent
to destroy them. ‘‘Then Aaron putin
cense into his ceusor and running in
to the midst of the multitude which
the fire was now destroying, he of-
fered the incense, and standing be-
tween the dead and living, he prayed

Lord's | reveal its essential shallowness.

to doubt. Many are deceiyed by this
sort of thing, it is so impressive. They
peceive themselves and talk profound-
ly, but a few questions skilltully put
It is
true this toil often leads to earthly dis-
tinction and makes a great name, but
He that taketh the wise in their own
eraftiness reckons it as nothing unless
all this knowledge begins with God.
The facts of science are but the
thoughts of God, and how can they be
helpfully studied apart from Him?
Suppose, then, that a mind could ac
quire all possible keenness and compre-
hension, if it does not bow before its
| Creator with loving faith it would b»
pothing else than the mind of a devil
rebelling against God.—Catholie Colum-
bian.

AN EDIFYING SIGHT.

In St. Joseph's Church, near Wil-
mington, Del., was witnessed a spec-
tacle of notable and peculiarly edifying
character. Accompanied by their
eloven children, Mr. and Mrs, Denis
Buckley, to mark the fiftieth anniver-
sary of their marriage, approached the
altar railing and there received lloly
Communion in & body. Tn an age
strewn with so many obstacles to long
continued nuptial felicity and fruitful-
ness, the event was indeed
attract widespread attention.

in County Cork, Ireland, on July 12
1856, by Rev. Dennis O'Sullivan,

abode on the historic
Brandywine, near St. Joseph's church.
The family and their progeny number
thirty-six in all, which includes eleven
children and twenty-three grandchil-
dren, who were present at the golden
wedding anniversary.

The noblest character would soon de-
generate if it should lose the love of
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CHURCH 18 RAPIDLY GAINING CONVERTS

The headquarters of Cardinal Kopp are
at Breslau, where he has steadily used
bis infloence in bettering the relations
between the Poles and the Prussian
authorities.

olic in the beginning of the nineteenth

one to
Mr. and Mrs. Buckley were married
They

came to America and took up their
banke of the

excellence.

MARVELOUS GROWTH.

THE WORLD OVER.
Emperor William has decorated Car-
dinal Kopp, Bishop of Breslau, with the
Order of the Black Eagle, the highest
Prussian decoration. This is the first
time the order has ever been conferred
on a Catholic prelate. 1t is remarked
that the relations between the German
government and the Vatican have
grown closer since the Church and
State situation in France became acute.

Contrasting the state of things Cath

century with its condition now, the
well known Jesunit, Father Forbes, of
Paris, says in his recently published
book, * The Catholic Church in the
Nineteenth Century :"’

“Turkey has but 25 (00,000 inhab
itants to its 40,000,000 in 1800. From
Afghanistan to China liberty has made
it possible for Catholic missionaries
to spread the faith among 300,000,000,
the Catholic natives now numbering
2,250,000, as against 500,000 in 1800. In
Indo China alone the indigenous Cath
olic population has risen from 300,000
to oearly 1,000,000, Australia and New
Zealand, which were without priests
in 1800, are now the home of 1,000 000
Catholic:, and the islands of Oceania
can boast 100,000 members of the faith
in their population of 5,000,000. Japan
since 1879, has added 50,000 to her or-
iginal number of 4,000 Catholics, and
Cnina proper boasts nearly 2,000,000
members of the Catholic Church.
Africa, which was almost entirely Mos
lem in 1800, except where it had come
under English influences, ard where
the Catholics were persecuted, has now
a following of the. Church numbering
2,000,000 with six vicars and a splendid
hierarchy.

¢ Marvelous are the progressive re-
sults in both Americas. The Catholie
churches of South America, with their
40,000,000 members, have awakened
from their torpor, and give promise of
a splendid increase.
** The Catholies in the United States
pumbered in 1800 : 1 bishop, 40 priests
and 40,000 Catholics, To-day there are
U4 bishops, 11,817 priests and some
14,000,000 confessed members o! the
Catholic Church. Finally, in Europe
there is Germany, with its 15,000,000 of
Catholics strongly organized ; Belgium,
almost Catholic to an individual ; Hol
land, which banished priests and perse-
cuted Catholies in 1800, with 1,500,000
Catholics entirely free, and a rapidly-
growing increase in Catholicity in
Secandinavia ard Switzerland. KEven in
the Balkan States in the last century
the Church gained many new adherents;
in Rovmania nearly 150,000; Bulgaria,

26,000 ; Greece, some 15,000."
Father Forbes further states that in
seventy years more than 16,000 conver

“ sions to the Catholic faith have taken
place amoong the Anglican clergymen
and that the Anglican Church **is only
waiting for the opportunity to passover
to Rome."

Cardinal Rampolla
There is a substratum of truth in the
reports circulated recently about the
health of Cardinal Rampolla. Two or
three times during the past year His
Eminence has been obliged to suspend
his studies for a week, and once atleast
he was confined to bed for a fortnight.
But those who are intimate with him
are sure that all that is necessary to
restore him to complete health is change
of air and scene for a counple of months.
His Eminence has not spent a whole
week out of Rome during the last
twenty years.

e O A

OVER THE YEARS AwAY

* O dear farm, O lost farm.
O flelds that faced the sea !
O garden old, where the children stroil’d,
In the likeness of you and me,
How the dreams call'd, and the lanes call'd,
Till our feet muat needs obey,
Over the beckoning roads, dear,
Over the long gray roads, dear,
Over the roads away

“ O sweetheart, O strongheart,
O dearest of all to me !
Qur past i3 dead, our dreams are 1. d, ,
We stroll by a vaster sea ;
Bat the storms call and waves call,
And we dare not say them nay
Oveor the years we fare, love,
Over the lands of care, love,
Over the years away !’
~FREDERIC LAWRENCE KNOWLES.
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VALUABLE TESTIMONY.

The editor-in-chief of the Charleston
(8. C.) News aud Courier is a Presby-

terian, but that fact does not prec'ude
bis seeing, and, baving se€n, his pro

claiming, the good points in other
creeds, not excepting that of the
Church. Witness this paragraph from
his recent article on *The Corver-
Stone of Civilization :"'

“ The position of some of the other
churches on this question has been
nothing short of shameless. Ministers
in good standing in these churches
have freely married those who bave
been separated by the courts, and who
could not under the judicial decrees of
separation lawfully marry sagain in the
States in which their divorces were
granted. The Roman Catholic posi-
tien on the guestion of divorce is the
only true position., I: that Cburch
marriage is a sacrament ; snd if the in-
stitution is to be preserved and the
highest interests of society securely
protected, it must be regarded as a
sacrawent, Every now and then some
convention is proposed with the object
of obtaining uniformity in the divorce
laws of tuiz country. These conven-
tions aie generallv proposed by persons
living in States in which the divorce
business has been overdore. Trere
has been talk from time to time of
national legislation ; but so far ail
eflorts have failed to reach a plan which,
while conceding great freedom of action
in obtainiog divorces, would at the
same time preserve at least the pre-
tence of some high moral purpose. The
only State in the Union ia which
divorce is not granted is the State of
Sonth Carolina. Tae law in this State
is the only law that can be adopted
with safety to society and with proper
regard to high religious teaching.”

It may be a long time yet before the
secular powers will adopt the attitude
of the centuried and unchanging Church
toward divorce ; but adopt it they
eventually must, if civilization is to be
preserved from succumbing to the
cancer whose ravages are constantly
spreading throughout the social body.
—Ave Maria.

A COMMON-SENSE VIEW OF THE
CONFESSIONAL,

The Rev. Father Fidelis ( James
Kent S:one) C. P., during a recent
mission to non Catholics iu P’hiladel-
phia said :(—

“ Protestants so cften think confes-
sion was invented by the priests in
order to have the people under their
thumbs — ‘ the poor priest-ridden
people.’ What bunglers these priests
must have been to put this practise on
Catholics and forget to leave the
burden off themselves! Even the Pope
has to go down on his knees before
some humble friar or monk like myself,
and, if he makes a bad confession, and
doesn't repent of it and make a good
one, he is damned. On, if you only
knew it, that burden of hearing con
fessions is the most terrible thing a
priest has to do! Sitting day after
day, week aiter week, year after year,
listening to tales of sorrow and crime,
and doing the marvelous work of loos-
ing from sin !

* There is another objection, and I
am almost ashamed to touch publicly
upon it—the outery against the im-
morality of the confessional. Well, I
was a Protestant once, my dear breth
ren, but I thank God I never said any-
thing of that kind, There is something
%0 low, 80 incredibly vulgar, not to say
malicious, in respectable, well-educated.
cultured ladies and gentlemen listen-
ing to the vile tales of so called escaped
nuns, and unfrocked priests and
friars ! . o+ .
‘I am speaking to ycu as an honest
convert. When I was going to my first
confession, previous to being received
into the Church, I stopped off at the
city of Newark to visit Bishop Bayley
afterwards Archbishop of Baltimore,
himself a convert and former Episco-
palian minister. I told him I was going
to confession. ‘You are going to the
real thing now,’ he said ; and 1 thought
of that general confession I had so often
read when a Protestant: ‘We have done
those things which we onght not to have
done, and we have lelt undone those
things which we ought to have done,
and there is no health in us,’ ete. I
thought of that sweet, familiar pray r.
It is upon my mind now and it all
comes back to me. How delightfully
general that confession was ! But now
I had to go in%o my conscience and
seek out the weeds of thirty years that
bad grown in the garden. When I got
throughI found it was the ‘ real thing,’
and I felt so light and so happy that I
might, with a good run, bave jumped
across the Schuylkill River.”

DECLARATION, REVELATION AND
NEGATION.

There is nothing which so frequently
shocks intelligent individuals as the
religious inconsistency which prevails
at the present time. It manifests itsell
among Catholies and pon Catholics as
well. Bat it is as we find it in the
latter that we would now direct atten-
tion.

If occasion requires these people
unhesitatingly assert themselves to
be Christiane. They believe in God.
Thev believe in our Lord and Saviouvr
Jesus Christ. All believe in heaven;
many reject the doctrine of damna-
tion. A few read their Bible oceca-
sionally, and therefrom hope for sal
vation. While a great many seem to
think that heaven is to be theirs as a nat
ural right, hence their Christianity
consists more in declaration than in
practice.

Their religions conduct in this
particular is 8 stange revelation.
For intance we find them worshipping
God as their own pleasure prompts.
The winter is too cold, the summer tco
hot for church attendance. With many
Sunday is eonsidered a day of long
morning sleeps mixed with idleness and

pleasure. Worship is a convenience,
not a duty.
Life with them differs little from

that of the beast of burden. It is made
up of eat, sleep and labor. The bounty,
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tection of God finis no recogniti»n in |
either. There are no blessings assed |
nor thanks returned for the gifts they |
have received. The beast of burden
sinks to his rest for the night and
rises to his labors of a new day more

whn ery Lord, Lord, who shall be
»av.d, but those who do tae will of the
Lord ? Where, then, is their hope for
salvation ? The will of the Lord is ex
ternal as well as internal worship.
These Christians render neither; ard |
if a human jndgment is permissible, it |
is against their epjoyment of eternal
happiness with God.—Church Progress.
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