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CHAPTER VL. —0ONTINUED.

« Gentlemen,” he begap, “ Mr. Habrey,
as 1 understand it, makes a motion to
have Miss Buarram summoned before &
Committee of us honorable gentlemen,
and 1 second that motion.”

Then Cobbs, the gentleman who had
made the remark about Miss Burram,
asked for the ficor in order to have farther
explained the natare of the charge against
Miss Duorram, on which Hubrey, forget-
ting in nis excitement every rale of the
by-lawe, jnmped up and cried:

wY¥or aefying the laws, Mr. Cobbs; de-
fying the laws, and—''but he was
called to order, and he reluctantly eat

own.

The President slowly and solemnly
arose; even his wooden wits felt the im-
practibility, not to eay the absardity, of
the motion which Ruassell had made,
thongh the fact that Russell had made it,
carriad much weight.

“It eems to me, gentlernen,’ he said,
“as if the motion which has been pro-
posed is uot 8 practicable one ; the lady
probably would not obe{ the summons;
there is no law that I know of to make
her obey, a1d while I, a8 President of this
honorable School Board, feel thatsome
action onght to be taken which will vin-
dicate the honor of this Board now 8o dis-
honored by this lady's defiance, still, I
think the action should be other than the
exireme course proposed.”

Dickel paused, and Russell jumped up

asking for uhe floor. 1t was accordad, and
the President sat down with a sigh of re-
lief.
«My. President and Gentlemen of the
Board,” eaid Ruseel, “ | would like pro-
posing another alternative which we
ought to adopt, not alone in vindication
of the outraged honor of this Board, but
a8 & tribute to the zeal and devoted in-
terest of our fallow-trustee, Mr. William
Hubrey. My motion is to present in
writing to Miss Barram the unanimous
cenanre’ of this Board of Trustees upon
her action, and I would also propose that
Mr. William Hubrey beappointed a com-
mittee of one to present the resolutions,

“And, forther, Mr President, and
Chairman and Gentlemen of the Board, 1
capnot refrain from asking if this Board
of Trustees of the only Pablic school in
Rentonvilla i8 to be dictated to by a
woman? Are the laws which govern
that school to be openly and unqualifiedly
defied by & woman? I raige my voice,
Mr. President, in saying & thousand timeg
‘No, "' at which everyvody except the
President clapped loudly.

That proposition entirely commended
itself to 1 ckel, and he rose, quite relieved,
and presented the motion a8 Russell had
gtated i%. It was unanimonsly carried,

Hubrey felt that he had risen suddenly
to wreat importance, and he accepted
withont demur the commission to deliver
to Migs Burram the “resolutions of cen-
sure,’ which resolutions Russell offered
to draw up.

Vs Huobrey, waiting with much im-
patience her husband’s return, was dis-
annointed and perplexed at finding hiw
a5 non-communicative as before his de-
parture, His new importance had em-
boldened him to keep up his reserve with
Lis wife: it actually puat herinto a posi-
tion of rather deferring to, than dominat-
ing him, and he who nad so long impo-
tently rebelled at her leading-strings felt
this new attitude of hers very gratifying
to his vanity, Mrs, Habrey, however,
boing & woman, did not limit her efforts
to fnd out within her house;she also
arried Ler siege abroad in the matter of
interviewing Bilber Herr'ck. What he
1id not actaally know, Mrs, Hubrey knew
he managed to afcartain, and to him she
went, opening fire immediately by ask-
ng of he had any knowledge of the

girange proceedings at the meeting of the
achool trustees the night before.

it was always part of Herrick’s policy
to betray ignorance of nothing, and 8o,
thongh he knew no more than that there
had been a meeting, his manner imme-
diately conveyed to his visitor that there
had jndoed been very strange proceed-
nes at the meeting the night before, and
that he, Herrick, knew &1l about them,

“\ell, I'd like to know what they
were, #aid Mrs, Hubrey in her quck

ghort way, “for my husband "'—in her
soler moments she always said Mr. Iak-
roy—"hus been preparing someining for
that mesting, and the whole five trastees

18t o done something last night
that's never been done yet in the history
{ this place, for William came home
oking and acting a8 if he was another
nan-—and this worning he's the same
vav, and he won't tell what it wasg—the

ret time since we ve bhaen married that
ool to keep auyihing from me ;'
ady’s little, very black eyes

aed on Herrck. But that
aaid sympathet cally:

HHow Jid the doings at the meeting

‘oo Lo ailect Mr. Hubrey? Was it his
1 ¢ his spirita ?”

“Hin nerves or his epiri‘s?” she re-

ted: “he acted g8 if ne'd got them

ot nto one, and when 1 agked him for

\n aation he just looked at me a8

"1 1w At you.”
tHerrick smiled inwardly, knowing the
dicrons contrast llubrey’s fat, round,

yepressionless face and fishlike eyes pre-

snted to the sharp, animatad counen-
. wife. She continued :

“ 11 said there weretimes when & man

to have secrets from his wife, Now,

v, Mr. Herrick, that there is no time

: , a man ought to have secrets from

fo, and sach & wife d8 I'va been—
ve made William ilobrey-—my money
got lim vp, and ifit wasn't for me

A would he be to-day "
ry true indeed, Mre. Hubrey,"”’
voice was sympathetic still—
tirely agree with you, my dear
1 say, a8 1 have said to Mrs.
! ‘Bessie,! said 1 'a hueband
who s any secret from his wife is just

m a8 & man.' "’
brey resumed
t find out what the business is
i . heon done atthat trustees’ meeting ;
o a rightito know, since my husband,
A ! to his own account, propoged
the business, and since he is one of the
trasteet .'
“(ertainly, my dear lady, you have
avery right to know, but from your hua-
yand: it wouid be & betrayal of confi-
{er o moat unworthy for any other mem-
her of thut Board, or for any one outside
{ that |Board, who had received knowl-
adge of the business transacted, to betray
that knowledge.”
“1 don't see it in that light,"” Mrs.

fcr any person outside of that Bosrd who |
had happened to get the infcrmation.”
Herrick cleared bis throat:

“«My dear Mrs, thng. don't you see
that a person outside cf the Board might
have the infcrmation given to him under
conditions of secrecy ?”

w (onditions ¢ f fiddlesticks!” she ejacu-
lated, betrayed by her apger and disap-
cintment into an expression she nsed
frequently when she was only a grocer's
wife. “There ain’t any conditions that
can warrant the holding of secreta about
s man from his wife,” and she flounced
out, leavirg Herrick a good deal amused
bat much more pleased, Having heard
that there had been strange proceedings
at the meeting he did not doobt his
ability to lesrn epoedily the nature cf
those proceeding, and that he intended to
do from one of the very trustees. Not
Rassell, Herrick always avoided him ; the
capacity for bumor in Russell being &
barrier that Herrick feared a little—but
from the Preeident himself, wbo told bim
the whole story with which Herrick wert
strsightway to Miss Barre m's hounse.

“ Do 1 understand aright, Mr. Herrick,
that the School Board of Truatees of Ren-
tonville has passed resolutions of censure
upon me because 1 do not choose to tell
what is none of their business i

“ That is it, precisely, Miss Barram ;
that is the latest phase of their unani-
mons vote, but, prior to that, it was pro-
posed, actually proposed, to cite you be-
fore & committee to show cause why yoa
should not conform to the regulations of
the school.”

Mise Burram laughed ; she langhed
go loudly that Sarab, who had
been lingering in the hall with
the hope of overhearing  Some-
thing that might enlighten her a8 to the
object of Herrick's visit at that time of
the day—his infrequent vigita had al-
ways been made intue evening—started ;
pever had she heard Miss Burram laugh
like that before.

Even Herrick gave & slight start;to
him Mise Barram had seemed incapable
of sach levity ; and to both his and
Sarah’s farther mystification, she con-
tinned to laugh for & fall minute ; then
she said with a smile that showed both
rows of her large white even teeth :

« What yon tell me, Mr. Herrick, is
another proof of my correct opinion of
this mushroom settlement that has
sprung up outeide my lace—ita only
school has for its Board of Trustees a par-
cel of asses.’’

Bat Herrick persisted in taking a grave
view of the matter.

« It was the outrage they would com-
mit that appalled me, Miss Borram—the
outrage npon your private affairs—as I
said to Mrs, Herrick: * Bessie, said I,
¢ they might just a8 well appoint & com-
mittee to investigate the private family
affairs of the parents of every child that
attends that school’  But it was all due
to that fool, Habrey—he's got the *big
head ' since he was elected school trus-
tee, and both he and his wife wonld stop
at nothing that would bring them notori-

ouse in total darknees erasore of that chil
hall, where the light
always dimly barned through the entire
nliht.

n the morning Mrs.
er and stiffer than ever,
had utterly collapsed.
« Kitty,” he said

4 Tell Miss Barram,

of the Board to tell, but it would not be | he » Mrs, Hubrey said

too closely connected with
brook of any slight or
tell your mistress th
ille require her to re-

added Hubrey,

the community to
delay—in fact you
the laws of Rentonv.
ceive our meseage.”
“That's it precisely,”
nodding his head at Sarab,
had gone, saying to his wift
“ Yon're & great woman,

wouldn't have thought o
mesesage that way."
Sarab, however,

Hubrey was cold- resolutions — hang them U
buat her husband
minder to ourt

in a woe-begone,

ress me, Mr. Hubrey |
PSVIR G S 4 o .Ohmnlyw{‘t.hl:;ehrlxd NINA DE GARMO §
n;z‘{(d O SPALDING 1IN UAT“OL[(’
l'.tt]xeyt
mewhal
speecb, wrile at the The sun was ehining softly in the
re unab'e to answer it. atrium of a Pompeian house, and |iy.
Hubrey | gered in the red-gold, waving hair of
4 it was unanimously | 8 young girl who was kneeling by t:
mwale an additional | marble {mpluvium watching the oldo
for the resolutions, | fish that flashed to the surface lng that

oasly carried
et ng « Miss Bodilla | g } gunlight. The sound of & cithary

erplate letters, 3

le«,i from toe | 108 onto the court. She was listening
Beard.

's Charge, Ceterminad on She had just come home from 4

best in schocl in order to | drive along the shores of the bay,

1did ; I want to tell you )
that meeting, Kitty, not being able to re-
e message than that
been said abont the

“ There are tires, 1
mistress solemnly

are times, whel of Rentonville, told her
didn't see the Hubre
what they had to say,

would be breaking the l

beneath a wif2's
ommunications from
{rs. Hubrey swept

acalated Habrey sink-
«it's no wonder the
omen the last thing;

ted tte mcticn,

carriel. Then Russell
motion for 8 frame

ouat of the room, aws of Renton-
“ Oh, Lord " €]
ing into & chair,
Creator made Wi

Miss Barram to her feet.
and Mrs, Hubrey that
ille have nothing to
to see them and I
decline to hear their business.
you to bring any paper to m

ed and mystified, delivered

tossed her head till it
big red feather in her

end by tte mext
Burram,” in great ccp
with immense tloorishes,
wall at every m

the laws of RentonV:
afraid to tackle 'em,

rs. Hubrey by no
od to continue to refuse doing her very
astonish and de
should come to her,
grass that bcth
Ashton felt she
that witboot waiting

band ; she only

light “Tom” when he | gun had glittered o
hed made sach pro- J u the bluo water
eacher apd M's3 b

slmulrd be promom, and bad been very bappy.
for tte time :
?{ua;ﬂ;?uahe im? | gay youths fn their gilded chariots had
O A llax and Mebel | been returning from the baths. 'Thers
the twin davghters of Buiber 1"“3 many greetings on the way, and

meant to impress
imity of her col t when she should
d to give it, and owing
to have the mystery ex-
rdly refrain from

geemed as if the
bonnet would shake itse
« What do you think
said to her huaband;
Sarah’s very solem

it, straightened

to her eagerness
d she conld hal
her consent much 800!
ted by her judgment.
¢ the lunch hour when she
band take his place at the
meek way very different
f the past two

of that?”’ she
and he,_ueing

show some Bpir
and said pompously :
“ [ think 1t is pre
Haubrey, but I feel that

Bilber, having he
new clisymsetd, advised
vised it so etropgly it was mor
commaad, t> cultivate
mate's ¢'0s3 acquaintan

table in & mute,
from his bold manner o
days. His feelings
of & prisoner taki
to execution, an
how pear the time W
face Miss Burram, as he ex
himself, “single-
more he craved th
He would have gone
ber if he thought ehe W
and he could hardly
when, after the servan
heard her say in a tone t
more regret than anger :

if he were too dazed

tty bad, Kit—DMre.
we've done our
ast meal previous
as when he must mountab!s obetac'e; 8
tion to make acquaintances,
ghe had such dieposition her ¢
tion t> the exercises
att>ndance going 2
lit''e opportanity.

her (lassmates, ar«
er, a3 A etrarge ch
rothing to complain of e
tions which Rachel aske
her .eseons, end these were g0
far beycnd whatthe conse
thought a little girl ought to
get out «f patience occasiona'ly
There were added to tke

icked up the big white

Mrs. Hubrey p
hich she had laid on a

bulky envelope W
o assistance of his wife.
n his knees to
1d listen to him,

our mistress,”’ she seid
d out, *that, since
tbing to do with the
nville she should roi be
1 herself of the privileges
Her Charge snould

Pablicschool in Renton-

“Yon can tell y
to Sarah as she passe

t's departure, he

tarned out of the
He looked at her a8 ;
At which parting tbra
laughed 8o immoderately,
face became almost pur|
of Sarab, wko was afr

she said again in the

ne.

i" he replied in & voice that
t dare to close the
1ill he had recovered
e heard him say:
« Kitty, you're witty ;

regarded the man
of the defiance o
the Christian names of Racl
become Enown

ou realize the mistake
er the injury you
in keeping anything from
ally & wife who has
e; whose money

% Do you think y

you're positively
your wife, and especi
ou what you an
ced you in your present posi-

through Sarah's gowip the
CHAPTER VIl

Sarah repeated in her o
Hubrey’s partir g mess

ion 2"’ : the message of utte
“ Yes, Kitty, I thi Rentonville return
“ And do you feel, N
circumetance whatever Wwo!

to be guiltyyof a similar m

William, that any
Hubrey’s laughter
to his falling in a fit, bat
eno comment, toSarah’s
and the only present
tive woman covld
ting it all to Mre.
tenced in the near

gent in publiehing the
nad taken in the matter,
gecret chagrin of her hzsband.
The whole town go
dieposition of the reso

Miss Burram mad
« Never, Kitty, never;
tion that inquisi
give herself was r
McElvain; she inl
future to have th

ord for it, William ;

« 1l take your W )
1l me all about this

and now you may te

mysterious busi did not mate any 1eport to

ety. But I could not rest, Miss Burram,
when I heard it all, without telling you
at once—it seemed to lie upon my con

science a8 amost imperative daty, and I
said to Mrs, Herrick, * Bessie,’ said I, ‘1
shall go immediately, even though it ia
Miss Burram's hour for luncheon, and tell
her what people are doing behind her
back.”’

“ Thank you, Mr, Herrick, it was quite
good of you to come ; 1 shall be prepared
for Mr. Hubrey when he calls with those
resolutions.”

Her manner told Herrick that the inter-
view was ended and he bowed himself
out,

Mr. Russell drew up the regolutions,”’
a special meeting of the Board being
called for their approval and endorse-
ment, and folded, and put into a large,
officiai-looking envelope, inscribed with
Miss Burram’s name and address, they
were intrusted to Mr. Hubrey for deliv-
ery the next day. Ruesell on his way
home, and entirely out of sight and hear-
ing of his companions, laughed loud and
heartily. Like Miss Barram, he thought
his brother trustees were a parcel of asses;
not one of them had thought for a mo
ment that Miss Burram, in inscribing
her name a8 gnardian of her Charge, took
the place of a parent and 8o fulfilled
every possible regulation as to the names
of parents ; but it was not Ruesell's plan
to spoil such a piece of fun for himself by
any enlighteament, and he langhed more
heartily still as he pictured the possible
result of the delivery of the * resolu-
tions.”

Ior Hubrey, up to this moment, in his
gelf-importsence and his determination to
show his wife that he could and would
got on without either her aid or her
knowledge, had been very firm. Bat
now the imminence of his mesting with
Miss Burram, of whom nearly every one
in Reutonville stood in awse, appalled
him. The glory of his sudden import-

consenting to present the * resolutions,”

ong mesilng.

himself :
 ])—— other people’s money P

bad after all.

with them.”

Bat for Hardman’s

be‘ore, she would
h him for that re-
tained in his presence
lemn quiet that could not
fanereal had there been,
said to bimself, “
t in the kitchen.”

ve himself, he told her
contents of Mise
te to Miss Ashton, to his ap-
mittee of one to pres-
which * resolutions,”
trousers pocket and

telling it to Herrick,
rebuke to her the day
have told him; to p

gelf one of tke 5

pointment &8 & com
ent the resolutions,
he drew from his
d and spread befor
She adjusted her g0

might be better
the means in eve
that lady's wrath
might come out somehow,

ever since & 80

d eyeglasses and | corpee stretched oul

favor than ever, it m'g

and then in a voice | dent for him pot to seem

oard of Trustees of
in tha Town of Ren-
t New Utterion, held
own Hall on the thir-
13,— the following resolu-

“ At a meeting of the B
the Pablic School No. 1,
gunvllle, inthe Townshi

burst oat crying eve be bad ber custom,

continued to drop into h
twice a week, co

teeath ofj October, tare that he w:u' her

tions wers submitted snd app 1 .
knowing that i

aforesaid Public 8chod 3
Christian mames of the parent had said the day befo
the aforesaid school shall be

tered by the Principal in & b

re, he twice began
logy ; but Sarah felt
been tco much aggriev
In his despair of what

her, he thought of
n about the boat; he
t it for the reason that
1d herself, but that
manner to bim
lugukrions than ever, he

their heads to efect
ho was nct €n
mind with regal
The mixed feelings of t

ook kept for such
forgive 8o easily.

to do to mollify
Rachel’s suggeetiol
was loath to adop!
he had given tothe chi

Miss Bedilla Bur-
t the pupils of the

The said Miss Bedilla Bur-
rminedly, defiantly, those with whom 8
and much more incl
elders, soon ma
looked upon her as o
shunned than courted.

Board of Trustees of the Public School No, 1 of

Rentonville, do hereby decla

! “Td Jike to give you &
Bedilla Barram to be gui

ing, Sarah, if you'd com
That invitation, the
ghe had ever ra
morethanshecould withstan
irasmuch a3 it was a proo
f the means she had employ

to tarms, and parhaps, 88
beating heart whispared, it
a3 rot entirely in-

defying laws that are &

blic good, my\l in reflecting up t firat of any kind
i ceived from him, was

DicKEL, President

M1AH ROUNDRIGHT, Chalrman,

MirLer Conss, Trustee.

81MoN RusskL, Trustee.

WiLLiaM HUBREY, Trustee.”

of her classmates.
she asged herself;
think of no reason, an
seemed to grow, and to ex
the teacher, Rachel's pride came to her| ‘' You have baptizad me, fair priest:
aid. She had nothing to say toany of her | ess, with the mystical rite of the fan:
clagsmates, and ahe cz\'ried‘hereelf witlh atic Nazarenes, and my goul is thine
an air that the girls, especially Y lives t0
ick twins, mimicked her among as traly a8 they pledgy i
thems%lv?s and eaid hall gorts of ill-
patured things behind her back. ¥
Rachel's pride kept her from even tell- eyes and started to speak, but checked
ing Hardman about her treatment in herself and walked around the impluv:
school, and when some unusually open {um towards the tablinum.
manifestation of dislike, or contempt oc- ' By Hercules!” he sald to himself
curred, that made the proud tears start to | as he followed her, ‘'her goul is 88
her eyes, she forced them back, and said | gentle as & dove’s, and she must b8

Mrs. Hubrey had made no
till she had finished reading
lifted her eyes from the paper,

was a sign that Jim W

gensibla to herself,
“«Trank yov, Jeem,"

her old voicy, “I'm much ©

she answered in
« 1 ghall go with yo
resolutions, and we 8h

u to present these
all go directly after
“Youn'll come then?” he asked, the re-
lief which he fslt at her changed man-
ner showing in his face.
“1 will, Jeem, an

d a committee of one
if you go, it will be

« Bat, Kitty, it sai
was to present them-—
a committes of two."'

Mrs, Hubrey turned u

d thank you again.”
id to Mrs, McEl-
ke him take back them
hat it is to hurt

vaip, “ thst I'd ma
he knows Now w
the feelinza of a friend.”
In tte bo.t she told him of the Huab-
but he could throw no light
jusire3s, end Sarah well knew
that if he could, he would rob,
believel in this caee he d d not know.
Mr. Ilabrey was earnestly but gacretly
hould not be known, at
hool Board, that his wii3
nied bim to deliver the ' re-
urram; and at the

i and his wife
That argument seemed unans

ance in tha Board had made him forget

) « T am just a8 good as they are.”
to what he had committed himself in : - Fos

sl.“g:"%f u;l?: mis- | iD8) he spoke to her impersonally of8

deal of it from | Dew song that he had brought to ber
ly enough, not for one father, in which he himself Was much
week did that gossip-loving woman hear interested.

all the facts pertaining to the “resolu-| They walked slowly side by glde,and

0 : Hardman had heard them, but|through the tablinum they could see
with his ueual reticence he said nothing.

When barah heard of them she said at d
once that Miss Barram didn’'t know, or tall vases of rare flowers, and breL

couldn’t know, orshe'd a done gomething that, through a mogale triclinium, !!h:
to take that paper with her name in guch | Fich green of the garden made
big letters off the wall of the committee bright mosaics :.ll brighter and the
room ; and she fairly ran to her mistress. | & leaming marbles whiter. Opposite
“They've stuck you up, mem, on the | the entrance cn some rocks reclined
wall of the committee room a8 large as marble maiden, and from the urn id

life, mem, & lookin’ down on every mem- pam 0
ber of the School Board.” y her hands gushed forth & WO

“;Hiazle. Y(I)Su lost your mind, Sarah ?"
asked Miss Barram.

“No, m:m', Tho 12 possession of me | 20U The cithara was still tinkiio8
geven senses, as you'll see for yourself, if in the dlstance, and the warm scuftiy
you'll to go the committes room.

haveyon there, mem, and it was you the the sonl of the young Roman, S0 o
Hubreys had that day in the big enve- ceptible to pleasing fmpressions with
lope they carried, and the trustees put & happiness.

frame on you, and there you are, mem, a-
ha.{!lging lfm' every one to see,”

Miss Burram understood perfectly de- v
gpite Sarah’s ambiguous acc;:mnt, ayrvul it into the garden, whero, - co;ed
waa the first information she had re- hear her happy voice as she tAl
ceived of the disposition of the “resolu- with her maidens or sang & bit of song:

Hubrey felt much relieved.

Sinnott's eyes, when she ans-
1 found Mr. and Mrs,
Hubrey, seemad to grow larger and more
golemn.looking than ever.

« Whatever 18 bringing the tw
here 7’ she asked herself while on her
way to deliver their ¢

Miss Barram was in

what was going on out
tress's gates—a good
Sarah—but strange

and he walked home that night with a
very different manner from that with
which he had gone home from the previ-

wered the door anc

: leact in the S¢
His wife, finding all her efforta fruitless

to extort anything from him, regorted at
length to the role of the silent, deeply in-
jared and deeply offended woman, and
for three days not a word was spoken by
her only a8 it was abgolutely necessary,
except when she muttered in & kind of
goliloguy in her husband’s hearing, about
the fearful ingratitude of some people—
people who were made with other people’s
money, and who didn’t have nothing tiil
they got other people’s money. Rat the
little fat man was too firmly set in his
own supreme satisfaction to be brought
to terms by wiles like these—indeed, he
had become 8o accustomed to hearing
how he had been set up by other people’s
money thatit made no impression upon
him save to cause him to ejacnlate to

golntions” to Miss B
rext meeting when he made his ragort
arefal t7 word it so that no hint
's part in the ettempted

her private parlor
She took the equare of paste-
board from Sarah, ejaculating :

« Ha has brought his wife.”

“ Yes, mem,” said
ejacnlation were addressed t
sne'sall in lace, mem, black ]
and she's a-carryin’
white envelope like a8 i

of Mrs, Hubrey
presentation should appear.
baving given from & me
his wife bad prepared for him the dis-
1 by Miss Barram,
he memorandum instractsd
him to ¢o, repeat verbaiim
fine] message to Miss Burram, telling at
it wa3 entirely Mrs. Hub.
by Mr, Hubrey, but
rth a8 & mo'ion of his own,
g3 Barram refused to cor sider
herself bound to otey t
tonville, ste shou!d n
advantages of Renton
ghounld be dismigee

f it might be for
1d me to tell you
t their compliments to you,

but they was here on very important

asked Miss Barram.

“No, mem j he ¢
and sort of kept be
didn’t qnite know W
till he could plant 'em in her tracks."’
Phe lady straightened in her chair,
Mr, and Mrs, iHuobrey that I
thank them for the vieit, but 1 be

ly nodded his head
hind his wife asif he
here to puat his feet

ville, aud her Charge
1 from the Public

On this night of the ppecial meeting, |
however, when but a few Liours were be-
tween him aud the facing of Miss Bur-
ram in her own house, he felt as if his
wife's advice and help would not be 8o

an action wes nct deemed foas-
o'—\iss Burram was tco
ndeut to be {reated in

Mr. Ruescll said, eupport-
ion to the motion, but with
t bel'ed his words:

« It woud te a most imprac
as Miss Burram i3 a !
and as sach is in & positi
and lawmakers concerned alo

ible by Mr. Dicki
rich and too indepe

» gald Sarah, retreating on
tiptoe, and having gone
parlor, ehe cam
amining throug
of the window curtains,
an opinion of their
d to be slightly discon-
certed when broken upon 8
Sarah, but when the latter
her message Mrs, Hubrey recov

« Women,” he said to himself, “ kind
of understand women, and anyhow it's
out of A& man's province to be dealing h her glasses the texture

oy and expressing
He hoped to find Mrs. Hubrey waiting

for him as she had done on the previous
occasion, but though that martyred
woman had heard there was to be a
special meeting, she would show her lord

Miss Barram’s Charge the child of a day-
the case would be different.
that cato, did her guar

ply with the regulati

.Sn{;\: was r?xakimz her child.”

ejaculation ountside of Miss Barram’s door; 5

she made it because of the quiet wa;oirn' Ho looked his eurprise, howﬁv'er'
which her news had been received, and | When the young man answered : YU

customary

lian refuse to com-
f the school and

Hubrey sharply rejoined. “ It might be

p betrayal of confidence for any member »

ally early hour,

how utterly indifferent she could be to his

wreat with contume
concerns by going to bed at an exception-

with ‘resclutions of cens
propriety would approve

Mr, Hubrey too,

ly a committee sent
wife's example, bridled

courage from hie ure,’ the strict-st

and when he came home, up:

—

d's pame from the | The next morning Hardm
as the case stands,” | letterto Miss Burram ; it w“‘i‘x‘l‘:{mzht s
thirg left for | penmanship a8 that which had
do is to hang vup these nounced the coming of her Charge an
nere in | opened it at once, ge.
Il be & re- | perceptibly. 4
oty we de-
unsb'e to perform.
by make the motion to hang S
{hose resolutions.”
I1e sat down as
and the other trustees,
n of Hubrey, had & very
to the state of their min
could not belp com
the sarcasm of the

10 samg

her fingers uembﬁng
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was heard from oue of the room opep.
and thinking.
The

and touched the hills with gold. She

It wa
fashionable hour for driving :n?\ tz::

t was of one of these youths that

ard from them of their | Plotina was now thinking and worder-
them, and ed-|ing if the young Valerian's heart had

o like & .
el o reslly been given to the stately Julia,

te; but the twin
ree'f an insur-
be bed no disposis graceful bronze chariot, with the siiver
ard even if bells jingling. He had been leaning
loge altan- forward, watching intently his spirited
| and her | horses as their delicate hoofs hardly
+d coming, laft her | seemed to touch the earth ; he had
she was regarded by | not seen her.
i even by their feach-
1d; tre teacher had
xc:pt the qres-
1 pertainizg to
P mc“mez, oo | She heard a step on the mosaics, snd
rvet ve teacher | thought it was the atriensis whose duty
ask, that she it was to care for this open hall, A

She thought that he looked like a god
as he dashed furiously past her in hig

She rippled the clear water with her
fingers and watched the startled fish
dart to the other side of the basin,

deep, -musical voice said : * 1 sought

s~mewhat | your father, fair Plotina, but I finda

s with which Rachel was | heautiful substitute " She rose and
y and various reports

{f her guardian to give
el 8 parents.
that Rachel and form as a young god, it seemed in
them, and | 8Bswer to her thought. Oa her fair
Hutreys' gkin, under which was a network of
as also | almost imperceptible blue velns giv-
r contempt for all]ing to it a startling whitenees, some-

to them by Miss | times the accompaniment of t -
Mre. Habrey less dili- 4 ol

gpirited part ste
much to the

turned and saw Valerian, who was
standing behind her, as perfect in face

gold hair, crept & rosy flush. She
looked very beautiful to the impetuous
young Roman as she stood there in the
o final | S0ft light. The long folds of her

laticns ; Herrick peplus, fastened on the shoulder with

the committee | 8D emerald buckle, and hanging loose:
made & copy of ttem; but he ly to the mosaic floor, revealed the
Miss Barram | firm, white throat and arms. The

ions to being him- | water was dripping from her small,
Board next election | nointed fi

forhe candidly felt that it
fm,3”?};;%?‘&“&;&2:  Yes, we are alike, my father and
against the town. It I, although I teil him thai it is only
and now that | the color of our hair that is the same,”
Migs Burram was regarded with less And she smiled with a gleam of mis-

‘oht be more pru- | chief that made her gtill more charm:
to gct with such | ing because more human.

the fact that 0 all Ploti
3 that she hersell When I left Pompail Plotina was

‘s store once or

be urged
if the rignteous fji. ties with envy.” Hisopenly expressed

wnville should take it into admiration brought a light cloud over
to no public office her face, for, as he gald, the motherless
tirely of their | child had suddenly grown into &
rd to Miss Burram. young woman of great beauty, to all

he adults of the | of whi he fat bsorbed in his
with regard to Rachel were o WORER e N e che

mmunicated to the children;

s classmates being older than
he was ﬁrs% associated, the young gallants ghowered upon the

ined to imitate their | Roman women.
de Rachel feel that they A few crystal drops still clung to
ne rather to be | her fingers. She clapped her hands,
It was not be- | and one of the drops leaped through
canse of her clothes that they acted thus, | the air and lighted on the gold-em:
for she was more expensively | broldered sleeve of his tunic. He
fashionably &fgﬁ"t;ﬁ;“df“; looked at 1t gravely while she told the
L6 when §h6 bemnd | siave to summon her father to the tab-
d when the feeling | 1D0M, where Valerian would awalt
tend itself to | him.

ngers. She ralsed her biue
eyes, which told of her Greek origin.

still & child, and I return to find her &
young woman to fill the Roman beal

music, had been blind ; so she had not
been satiated with the praise which

the tmpostor, Christus.”
She looked up at him with gtartled

wooed in a manner far softer than the
Wt eagle-hearted Romans. » And so think:

the red pillars of the peristyle with 1t8

clear water which trickled down the
gides of the rocks with & musicd

They | air, trembling with sweet gounds, filled

The music ceased, and when the old
Flavias jolned them Plotins withdre¥

Flavius saw the eyes of the younger

She eaid quietly to Sarah, “You can | man follow her graceful steps throug
go,d Btnddt}ml;; ghe walked to the window
and stood looking ont; her lips closed tight- | she was lost to view. He sl hed D!
ly and vivid red spots beginningtoshow | gaid : ‘‘She is .v;::gd dlugh(:r‘ Valer+

the peristyle and into the garden wher®

ian; but I fear that she is no longer &

then as if to emphasizs her astonizhment, would hardly take her fora child with

she threw her apron up and l 1y head and 8tat*
her usual way be% m‘“g nd laughed in | that beautiful, womanly hea

ely carriage.”

! the bay snd the Sarnus. For young
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vius passed bis hand over his
lo.t!:l.“‘ and sighed again. 1 had
not reslized it. I am afraid that I
her t00 much with me, and she
a8 few pleasures guch a8 young
people epjoy.” And Valerian vowed
himself by Hercules, his favorite
gods that before many moons had risen
and set he would bring some of those
game pleasures before that fair shrine.
As & means t0 that end he talked
with the old enthusiast about the music
of Rome 88 compared to that of Greece,
and brought forward the new song,
which reslly had been his object in
coming: He talked so eloguently and
well that when he rose to go the
half had Dot been said by Flavius, and
he esgerly cried, putting his hand on
the young man’s shoulder: *‘ Come to
me sgain, Valerian, and, by Minerva,
Il convince you yet that the world
nas never heard the equal of the Odes
of Horace. Come and dine with us to-
morrow.  There will be no other
guests.”
He had dined with Flavius that night
and many other nights, and there
been many moonlight excursions on

Valerian, the wealthy son of & wealth-
jer Roman father, who preferred the
goft southern air to that of Rome, had
yet to learn that anything could oppose
hiawill. He was the product of the
times, and with the example of a pro-
fligate court before him he gratified
bis every desire.

There Was gomething about this
young Greek girl, some subtle power,
which held him, yet repelled him. His
thoughts were all of her, and his gay
young friends found him a poor com-
panion. He would feel a great love
in his heart, and with the love-light in
his eyes he woald see her only to find
the burning words grow cold on his
lips. He could not explain this, nor in
the days that followed, what it was
that drew him again and again to her
side, if it was not & love that he could
tell.

Oae evening they were sitting in the

arden. Flavius had been called into
the atrium by some clients. The water
rushed down from the urn over the
rocks and the air was full of the odor
of flowers, She had grown more lov-
ly than_ever, in the young Roman’s
eyes. He was lying on the soft grass
at her feet, as she sat on & low marble
seat with her hand lightly clasped in
herlap. Helifted his head, which was
resting on his hand, and looked at her
g0 intently that her eyes dropped.

vPlotins, " he said softly.
% YYes."

“[50k at me.” For an instant their
eyes met. There wasa whole world of
sweetness in the gazs of the blue that
was caught and melted into the glad
light from the brown. He sat up and
leaned forward until his face almost
touched her clagped hands.

“Plotina,” he said again. She did
oot anewer. He looked up luto her
face, but she closed her eye: 80 that
they could not speak the love that filled
them. He bent his head and pressed
his lips to her hand. Again he looked
up, and now her eyes were open wide,”

“Plotina, beloved, I love thee.” He
almost whispered, and taking one of the
small hands in each of his he placed
them against his face. He felt them
tremble, and he could hear her
quickened breath above the sound of
falling water. She leaned over closer
and closer until her lips touched bls
bair. It thrilled his sensitive being
through and through. He pressed the
little hands closer and murmured
again:

4 love thee, Plotina.”

“And I thee, Valerian,” ehe whis
pered. He rose to his feet, still hold-
{ng her hands in his, and drew her up
from the carven seat, close to him
He put a hand lightly on either
ghoulder, and looking down into the
beautiful eyes he said :

“(0 my Piotina ! I love thee more
than life itgelf ; it is thou who hast
taught me what truly is love. Thou
hast been to me a goddess to be wor-
shipped. At thy shrine, fair one, 1
have long poured out the offerings of
my heart. I have come to thee many
times, beloved, to confess my love, but
ever there has been some mysterious
force which held thee from me and
stopped my words ; but now thou art
mine, mine !"

A tear of happiness, which could
not find expression in words, hung on
her long brown lashes and brushed
against his face, Hespoke lightly :

“ See, beloved, thou hast baptized
me again.,” She draw me away from
him, and eitting down on a low seat
made room for him beside her.

,“ Dost thou believe in the gods,
Valerian ?”

“ As my life, and my love for thes,”
hereplied wonderingly.

“ Dogt thou remember what thou
saldst to my father about the Arena i

“ That I would like to see every one
of the new sect of the Nazarenes
thrown to the beasts and killed as
mercilessly as they crucified the mad
Carpenter. Is that what thou speak:
est of, Plotina ?” She shrank from
the arm that would encircle her.

“ Wouldst thou see me the prey of
wild beasts ?” He started and the
color left his lips. He was impulsive
and sensitive, and whatever he did or
believed he did and belleved with his

whole soul. He sald slowly and with
horror :
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"‘ Art thou a Christian ?”
¢ Ag I live and love thee, Valerian.”

He bowed his head in his hands and
sat with his eyes fixed on the mosaic
floor, Slowly he lifted his head and
looked at her.

But his great love was stronger
than his horror, his determined iips
::};xed and, drawing her to him, he

* Plotina, Ilove thee more than all




