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EDITORIAL
PRITCHARD'S ADDRESS TO THE JURY.

k.

HE able address of Comrade W. A, Pritchard
T to the jury in the Winnipeg State trials at the
Fall Assizes, 1919-1920, printed in pamphiet form,
has just come to hand. Comrade Pritchard, in his
defence, has assumed the position of accuser of soc-
jety as it'is now constructed, with its multifarious
forms of oppression, and with special reference to
the operation of the machinery of law as it was oper-
ated in and around Winnipeg, centreing upon this
trial. &

The address is an altogether creditable perform-
ance, snd will endure primarily as of a political
rather than a legal bearing. Comrade Pritchard
‘bases his remarks upon the exhibits filed by the
Crown, and from that abundant material outlines
what is not a'one an extellent case in defence, but
a sound groundwork of educational substancs worth
while studying.

Altogether apart from the wide interest the case
has aroused from the legal standpoint, and the pro-
blems in connection therewith that remain to be
dealt with, the booklet will serve well as of valuable
reference in conneetion with Socialist literature, and
works connected with social problems

We recommend its reading to all who have inter-
ested themselves in this trial, and to others it will
provide food for thought as a document that is
essentially of working-class interest.

Single copies and small quantities can be sent
from this office, price 25 cents per copy post paid.

Large orders should be sent to J. Law, 220 Ban-
natyne Avenue, Winnipeg, or to A S. Wells, 405
Dunsmuir Street, Vanecouver, B. C., from whom
special rates may be obtained.

RUSSIAN TRADE.

UR information coneerning the details of the

mission of Krassin in London, emissary of the
Soviet Government, is dependent upon the daily
news sheets. ~We have long sinee learned to be
sceptical about any items in the press columns re-
garding Russia, and we are as sceptical now re-
garding the news of the negotiations of the emis-
sary of that country.

The presence, in Londop, of the Soviet commis-
sion, whatever may be its guteome, is a certain in-
dication of up-to-date failure on the part of Britain
in her Russian policy. One by one her mercenaries
have been annihilated or have been rendered fugi-
tive from Soviet territory, while Poland today, in her
aggression against Russia, faces the overwhelming
defeat of her armies, which Britain has largely
equipped and outfitted without a bill of costs.

While the press news indicates the existence of
serious deliberations between the Soviet and British
representatives, its presentation is so obviously doe-
tored and garbled that it serves a useful purpose as
being indicative of what is not so. Whether or not
there may be any serious minded people who imag-
ine that Krassin’s mission can busy itself exclusively
as a commercial mission without regard to political
eonsiderations, it would be folly for us to ignore the
fact that Russia is at the present moment an out-

law country in the capitalist world. Her revolution

has cut deep into the standards of the institution of
private property, and while her present pli
for a working basis of exchange of produ.ctl_ Wl}h
capitalist countries remain unannounced, it 18 l}lf-
ficult to estimate the true worth of the hand-shaking
from a practical standpoint, as related to her pre-
sent needs. :

Her present needs, while they may be more evid-
ent, are hardly less insistent than are those of her
enemies now in negotiation with her. Their needs
may compel them to forego past claims against Rus-
sia in whole or part, but in any event, the considera-
tion that prevents their mutual abandonment as
Allies lies in their mutual economic and political de-
pendence upon each other for continued existence
as States. The several Allied countries are com-
petitors in the same market,and while they may man-
oeuvre for advantageous position, their interde-
pendence and combined interest as profit producing
countries, as against the Communist aims of the
Soviets, serve as a check upon their everready wil-
lingness to undo each other as occasion may demand.

The liberal press of each country involved, in its
advoecacy of a policy of trade with Rugsia, is re-
presentative of those interests whose abandonment
of true bourgeois principles is more apparent than
real. Their liberalism towards Russia is based upon
a merited distrust of their own capitalist competi-
tors.

Our good wishes are wholeheartedly with Russia,
but we are not confused as to the fundamental issues
involved, and we know that her spokesmen are
under no delusion as to the real meaning of trade
relationships with the exploiters of human labor.

LOUIS FRAINA.

OUIS FRAINA has had levelled against him the
most serious accusation that can be made
against any man who calls himself a Socialist, He
is accused of being now, or of having been in the
last year or two a secret service agent, acting for
Palmer, official stifler of open opinion in the United
States.

We do not intend to repeat the story as it has been

given by ‘‘The Call’ (New York), and echoed by
.others. We hold no brief for Fraina, and «~e have
looked with disapproval upon muech of his hair-
brained, alarmist propaganda in past years, but we
are of opinion that in grave matters of this kind, it
is a discreditable practice on the part of the Social-
ist and Labor press to imitate the sensation wor-
shipping manners of the scurvy press. One kick is
enough at a time, that is, until the victim has a rea-
sonable chance to be heard.

The charge against Fraina may very well be true;
but then again, it may not be true, and in any case,
this kind of charge always leaves'a mark. If those
papers that rehashed the original news item had
presented any evidence of their own in connection
with the case, they would be lcss liable to classifica-
tion as next-of-kin to the well oiled press. They
have presented nothing that has not appeared in the
original article they have copied, and now their
duty will be to reproduce everything they can see
in Fraina’s defence, even if it fills every inech of their
space.

We know nothing ot Fraina or his personal char-
acter, and we are not appearing in his defence, but
we dislike the practice of howling that a man is a
rogue because a well-informed person next door
says so. We have no-quarrel with the original pub-
lieation of the charges, but we quarre! with the
questionable methods of the imitators. No section
of the workers’ movement can thrive through the

disparagment of any kind of man unheard.

SUGGESTIONS.

IT is 'lre‘qnently-‘—bnt vainly—asked : ‘“What will
Socialist society be like, how _organized and
contl:olled; what will be its life condition?” Our
quex_'uu are no whit daunted by the reason of dia.
lecnc,'olt satisfied with the empiricism of historical
materialism. They demand econcrete and detailed
strueture and correlation.

Since social institutions are the reflex of social

economics, it would almost seem to be obvious that
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Development itself produces changes in iy m
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fabric of social organization, weaving a new p
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countless gradations, extensions, directions of
and its thought, of thought and its action.

One ecan but forecast Socialist society vaguelf
negatively, and that only at its inception—vid
itself will be gradual and not ideally predeternied
We can Jay that profiteering shall not existi—i
its whole economie shall be forgotten like a ol
dream ; that classes shall have disappeared; s
craft be no more; slavery and its civilizajion
ished like a ship in the night.

We may aver that society will collectively v
duce the fullest satisfaction of its wants and desrs;
that all shall be free of access to the utmest &
world resources ; that all shall individually enjord
that is socially produced. Thus secure in the nes
of life, in the fullness of comfort and wellbisg
society will take root and flourish in new soil, o8
new concepts, build its institutions, direct new &
ditions, master the laws of change and adapt t0 tha
new attainments and purposes. 4

It will be a society where men and women V&
not be the eraven spawn of commerce, where ¥
hood will not be ground in the mills of profit et
thought will not be cankered by finance, where l”
tality may rise to grandeur. A society whose i
ion may be humanity, its ethic, liberty, and the®
ing fount of truth the inspiration of its normsl #
tion. X
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