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The Packing of Butter.

The important part that proper packing plays in
the marketing of butter can hardly be exaggerated.
This is a point to which the judges in the Department’s
Surprise Butter Com-
petitions have fre-
quently called atten-
tion ; indeed, defective
packing was ome of
the gravest faults they
had to complain of in
the parcels of butter
submitted to them.
Experience, too, has
proved that in the
present condition of
English markets the
packing of butter has
a considerable influ-
ence on the price re-
ceived. In this con-
nection it may be
noted that different
markets require differ-
ent methods of pack-
ing. Inquiry as to
package desired should,
therefore, be made be-
fore arranging for the
despatch of butter.

If butter fs to be
properly packed it is
essential that a clean,
dry, well-ventilated and well-lighted store be available
for the materfals used in the various packages. Damp
and dirty stores frequently cause mouldy growths on
the timber gnd parchment, and much injury may thus
be done to the butter packed in such materials.

The wood used for butter packages should he thor-
oughly seasoned and free from odor. For this reason
it s recommended that all packages should be made up
and well afred some
time before their use.
If, after all precau-
tion has beem taken,
the wood has a
stromg odor, the bad
effects may be less-
ened by heating the
package thoroughly,
and painting the in-
terior with a thin
coating of melted
parafin wax, using
a ®oft brush for the

The two kiels and the keg
on the left have notched or
locked hoops. Those on the
right have twigged hoops.

On the left are two Canadian

purpose. boxes, dovetailed at the cor
Each package ners. The lids are held by
should contain as four bent mails, which turn in-

nearly as possible the
quantity required to
fill it, as consider-
able fnconvenience
and frcquemt loss are
occasioned by the use
of insufficiently fiHed
packages. A filled package travels better than one
with room to spare. Kiels should weigh not less than
14 lbs. each, and kegs not less than 7 1bs. The grooves
for the id and bhottom should be well sunk, and the
ends of the staves around the Hd suitably bevelled off.
The heads and bottoms should be made of strong, well-
seasoned timber.

There are two methods of finishing the hoops : (1)
twigging ; (2) notching or locking. The ‘‘ notched *
hoops are preferred because of their nmeater appearance.
For “twigging,"”
straight half hoops can
be conyveniently used,
but the rods of which
they are made should
be of three years’
growth for kiels, amd
two years’ growth for

to the grooves shown. They
are thus easily taken off or
put on. On the right are
two New Zealand boxes, with
the sides in one piece.

kegs. The binding
should be finished off
neatly.

The hoops used for
the ** notching'’ method
must have bheen pre-
viously ‘‘ coiled ** or
“cugled”’ ; straight
materials for these
hoops are unsuitable.
the 6-ft.
coiled half hoops or
half hoops from rods of
three years’ growth,
and for kegs 5-ft. colled
half hoops or half
hoops from rods of two years’ growth are recommended.
The packages are quarter bound, and twelve hoops are
recommended. Very strong ‘‘ quarter *’ hoops are un-
suitable, being, as a rule, badly ‘‘ shaped,”” and they
do not grip the staves securely.

The properly-made notchel kiel or keg will stand a
long jourmey and be suitable for re-coopering if necessary
in the merchant’s stores, and will preserve its neat and
cleam appearance. Short nails may be used to secure
the top amd bottom hoops In position. None are
needed im the other hoops, provided they are properly

On the left are two boxes
whose sides are made of two
pieces. The joints are marked
to show the ‘‘break.” On
the right are two boxes with
two sides made up of three
pieces, with joints marked to For kiels

show the ‘‘ break.’”” Distance
between the joints is from 3%
to 4 inches.

coopered ofi.

rust spots on the butter.

Timber for these should, as far as possible, be free
from loose knots and resin ; and the pieces tongued and
grooved, planed both sides, five-eighths inch scantling
The bodards

for 56 1bs., and j-inch for 28 1b. boxes.

Two kiels turmed so as to show the fimish of the
top. The one on the left is slovenly ; that on the right
is neatly dome.

should be accurately cut, in order that the box when
made shall be close in all joimts, and without any por-
tions of projecting wood at the angles, and as mearly
water-tight as possible. Timber cut for making boxes
at creameries should be supplied of specified scantling,
and if the sides consist of more than ome piece, it
should be of such widths that whem the box is made
there shall be a.ltorna.tllﬂ hlthe llidea of wide and nar-
R RO AR N

Four pyramids turned over to show
finish of tops. Lower ome on the left
shows the proper finish.

row boards, thus preventing the weakening of the box
by having the joints of the sides too near cach other at
the angles when the box is nailed. Inattention to this
principle remders probable g liability of the upper por-
tion of boxes being parted from the lower through the
rough handing they receive in transit.

The most suitable nails for the sides of the 56-1b.
pyramid box are cement-coated steel wire nalils, 23-inch
by 11 gauge. Eight nails at least should be used in
each side, and of these
at least two in the
break.

For the bottom
and top, 1% inch by
12 gauge nails are
ruitable, six in the
ends, and in the case
of the bottom two
additional nails into
each side. Boxes
dovetajled at sides
and without nails are
recommended w h ere A  very badly
suitable timber can
be obtained at a
reasonable cost.

Clips and handles
are not necessary for the present system of carrying
butter when the boxes are made of sufficient strength
and stability. The box should be' wrapped in a canvas
cover in order to protect it from dirt in transit. A
few buyers, however, have expressed a preference for
uncovered boxes, giving as reasons : (1) That the car-
riers use the covers as
a sling to throw the
boxes in place of lift-
ing them; (2) that
when no covers are
used the damaged boxes
in a consignment are
more readily seen nnd
claims can be made at
once. Covers, if usecd,
should accordingly be
wrapped tightly and

packed
pyramid box of butter turned
out, showing gaps and holes.

Box of 24 half-pound closely ‘onto the box,
rolls, without the neat lace and 80 secured that
cdging. the carriers cannot use

Long nails tear the parchment and cause

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

them as a sling.

a lining of strong,

should be made from rags

white in color—all tints
are objectionahle : it
should also be ee
from filling or weight-
ing matertal. The tex-
ture should be even,
and bright shining
specks (due to holes in
the paper) should not
be visible when a sheet
is held between the
eyes and a moderate
light. A suitable parch-
ment paper should not
show fiber on a torn
edge. When wet it
should be quite as
tough as when dry,
and should stretch on
pulling. For kiels a
parchment paper is re-

Box " of 12

S17

In order to reduce the liability. of
taint from the wood of packages, it {8 advisable to use

parchment paper. This
only, and should be pure

two-pound
Rolls are fairly well

shaped, but the box is far
too large.

quired weighing not less than 85|40 Ibs. per ream bt
480 sheets, each measuring 80x20 inches: the sathe
weight, but cut to 20x26 imches s necessary for .56 Ib.

pyramids.

The kiel, keg. or box, should be thoroughly scalded
over a steam jet, and afterwards scrupbed on the inside

with clean cold salt and water.

Box of 12

ter has shaken together.

two-pound
rolls. Butter is made up in
brick shape, and owing to the
box being too large the but-

The parchment cut to
a suitable size should
be steeped in scalding
brine the night before
it is to be used, awd
allowed to remain 'in
the brine till' mext
morning, . .when % will
be cold and ready:for
use. The package
shoudd be caredully
lined , with «thr. slamip
parchment paper;
avoiding creases and
bare spaces.

The quantity of
butter to be put imto
the packagea should
be weighed out. ac
curately, allowing 4§

Ib. extra for a 56-1b. package, and 1 lb. for a 113-lb,

package.

Small quantities only should be put im: at a

time, and should be well pressed against the sides, and

" .

Top box om left contains 24 ome-
pound rolis ; bottom box contains 4 Ib.

lumps wrapped

in muslin.

On the

right the upper basket contains 8 Ib.
lumps wrapped in muslin, and the lower
box 8 Ib. lumps wrapped in musHn.

into the corners by a heavy packer.

Great care should

be taken against creasing the parchment. The butter,

Upper box om left contains 12 two-pound :olls.
Lower on left 1 1b. rolls on end—this box a little

large. On right is

of prints.

Note the

perforated paper edging which gives a neat .ppeur'—‘

ance to these packages.

when turned out om the shop coumter, should bd per-
fectly solid and smooth, without holes or crease marks;
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