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FARMER’S ADVOCATE:

, . , . th„ wînd and rains. Be- best results from pruning early in June. Wounds

jaSBya^suSsarttastt stt^ïtasr^swt-at •nard. Garfield, Elberta and Smock; one might some open shed, away ol5 Corm and sary to remove a good-sized limb, the wounds should
plant a couple of trees of Alexander and Halt* weeks. Then puUoft the >»*>•»« 0»corm ^ ^ ^ covered with gratting-wax to exclude the

h!rx^r "sr-"* as^rwïrvsfsat't2S£cSEeti“ "* ?* di”ere"t wo'dd g,ve ~srfe a'EtïXfÆiSa
In planting stock, be sure and trim back the many of which are extremely beautifut^l hereare The cutticg out of large limbs should be avoided aa 

branches, citing off at least two-thirds of the also many matures sent out I { ^ The much as possible. Some varieties that are of an 
growth. It is a severe check on the roots to be and dealers which , , , fee,fc be^r satisfied open, spreading habit of growth, such as Duchess 
torn from their union with the soil, and to meet general P™ it^ the named varieties, or Talman Sweet, require very little pruning, while
this we must cut back the top growth Then the ^these mixtnrefthanwi h ^ there is others, such as Spy and Russet, require consider- 
roots and rootlets are always more or less broken, which are ofteniquite exnensi . able thinning. There is no more pleasing sight to
In selecting a situation, a fairly good soil should be nothing like having tne rest.______ tbe eye of the experienced fruit-grower than a svm-

„ chosen—and never set trees in a low, wet place. ~ , ., metrical, well-pruned tree; and no one should under-
Wet, sour soil is death to any kind of fruit plants. Orchard vulture. take the work without a proper knowledge of the

1 Exercise care in planting, and give careful atten- BY G c <ASton. ideal aimed at, and the results sought to be obtained
tion and cultivation thereafter, and your efforts by the operation. In addition to a good pruningJOHN 6 Pm,T The pruning -, fruit ^ is . subject .bout

done from the ladder. A man should not be allowed 
to get up in a tree with a pair of thick-soled boots 
on ; he should have rubbers or shoepacks for that 

„ purpose, more especially if summer pruning is done.
And here, in closing the subject of pruning, let 
summarize a few of the main points : Begin when 
planting the tree, and cut the top back sufficient to 
balance the roots ; afterwards, a little every year.
In spreading habits of growth, prune to direct an 
upward growth and keep the tops well up. Keep 
the tree in proper symmetry ; keep the top open 
sufficiently to the sun and air, but don’t cut out all 
the center and leave the limbs exposed to the sun. 
Have the foliage and fruit evenly distributed over 
the tree- Fruit will lack flavor if not well colored.
To get full color and perfect flavor, it must have air 
and sunshine. Plums and other fruits that are in­
clined to load heavily, require to be shortened in to 
form a compact head and strong limbs to carry the 
load, but the tops should not be too close. Finally, 
get the right idea of the object in view, the why 
and wherefore, then use good judgment and do it 
right.
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The average farmer does not, as a rule, believe in 

spending much time in propagating or cultivating 
the beautiful flowers. He looks upon them as a sort 
of luxury with which he cannot find time to meddle,
.nJ although he enjoys seeing a beautiful bouquet 
adorn his table, he does not appreciate them enough 
to take part in the labor necessary to bring them to 
perfection. As a consequence the work of prepar­
ing tiie flower beds and propagating and cultivating 
the plants falls to the lot of the wife or other female 
members of the family. Few are the farmers’ wives 
who find any great amount of time for such labor, 
and as a rule tney have to snatch every little^ oppor­
tunity to make use of the spade and rake ; in fact, 
engage in work which is too heavy for them, and at 
times when they are already almost exhausted from 
their household tapks, and should be resting before 
starting other duties. Under such circumstances 
women generally try to select such flowers as will 
give the nicest bloom for the least amount of labor.
There is nothing in Flora’s kingdom so easy of cul- XfcL Scale Insects: Aphis.—Though the dreaded San
tore as bulbous flowers. That round of planting ,-A;' José scale is believed to be confined as yet in this
tiny seeds, thinning out, transplanting and replant- Province, to a limited area of Southern Ontario—and
ing does not have to be gone through with to bring Æ/G / ///? o fjr; 3 let us hope it may spread no farther—yet we have
about the desired results, but once carefully set and " ** another scale insect common to the whole Province
a little care after will bring satisfaction in the way Nursery tree Pruned ready for Form of head 1 or 2 th t does considerable injury to apple trees, often,
Of bloom. - . Nursery tree. planting. years after planting where not attended to, stunting the growth of the

Chief among the summer-flowering bulbs is the trees. This is the Oyster-shell Bark Louse. The
gladiolus. It is the summer flower for the masses. which tjjere some controversy and difference of voung lice may be seen coming from under the shell 
From its great richness and brilliancy co*°G of inion as to how to do it and when to do1 it? The about the first week of June and spreading over the 
almost every shade, it is one of the most teautiful IBain objects in pruning is to keep the tree in proper bark and up on the new growth of the terminal 
and striking flowers in cultivation, and is every year gha and symmetry, and keep the top open to the limbs. They insert their tiny bills and suck the 
becoming more popular, and as the newer varieties gun and air. The practice of shortening in, to form juices of the bark; finally they form a scale-cover- 
are better known, no lover of flowers will be with- a compact head with strong limbs, is used mostly ing over their bodies, in shape like an oyster 
out them. They embrace gr^t variety, teth eariy with piums> pears and peaches. This system is shell, and from this shell a large brood issues the 
and lirte, and as a consequence the fffiwm ing seas seldom used with apples. The proper way to prune following year. They differ from the San José 
extends over a great part of the year, from June to a tree js to begin when the tree is planted, and scale, in that they aie not nearly so prolific. The
NtiTeîüber'-thîf cnr>§titon<l must te ex follow it up every year as the tree grows, using female lays eggs from which the young are pro- will be suitable, and the conditions m at be good judgment in shaping the top, keeping it in produced, while the San José produces living
treinely unf^^^J?“ndwwhi^ the gl^iolus will °roper shape, removing the surplus wood a little young. The oyster shell louse is found plentifully 
not thrive. \V hile thegladiolnswillt ive every year, so that there will be no need of cutting on the trunks of young trees, and on older trees
any soil and bloom “n3er adverse cond.Uon^ .t is eve, ,;mbs M tfae tre(j grows older. As orch- they spread out on themnaller branches. A good
ldro all other plants in that it will gi e t g aids require cultivation in order to do well, the strong alkali wash will remove them from the
satisfaction for extra care given it. . . . -j heads of the trees should be kept well up, and the trunks and lower limbs wherever they can be
lu 8Î*?U <* planted in a sunny sit > time to do this is when they are voung, cutting out reached with a broom. The best thing I have tried
that is quite rich and worked mellow as deep as can y is lye made from hardwood ashes. Take lye that ,
be done with the spade. The richer the soil the y will float a potato, and dilute with water till the
larger will be the spike, flowers and bulte and it ) YyV J potato sinks This will do for large trees; for
also deepens the rotors Gladioli thrive test when , \ / ( y Vs Voung trees, dilute a little more. Use a birch
kwPt,aWni 8URplMÆ mo.sture c n^uently \i / /, V/ W yKj / broom and dip it in the lye and scrub the trunks
should be well cultivated so as much moisture as 1\AW V { l VIA W t and limits. This gives the bark a smooth, healthy
po^ible inay be kept in the soi . , , v\ I XmI/ J/ l \\ V\l ( |, ( vTif f/ appearance, and removes the bark lice and other

Gladioli may be Panted-n clumps insoidteds U V (Jf > \ )\/> tr VS/W F insrets and prevents the borers from depositing
or in long rows, and the depth to lie set depends i l\/ 1/ lV\M \\/\YVp / their eggs in the bark. These usually deposit their
upon the nature of^thejoil. H the1 soill/fl/ \ Y// / eggs in the bark near the ground about the first
th^ee mches from top of llulb to surface of soil is 1/ 'A VA) I/ wrek in June, and a timely application of the alkali
toctesTs none too much When planting in rows, ^Alï/f xXf/yZ wash Is one of the best preventives ^
open a trench the desii'ed depth, place the bulbs root XU/ \l// some insect. Prof. Maeoun, of the Ottawa Expen
side down, about three inches apart, then carefully XK >J/ cental Farm, reporte having been entirety succ^
draw the ^oil back into the trench, covering up the I WT [ul “ reniov.ng the oyster-shell louse from the
bulbs. When doing this, care must be taken not to I I branches and twigs of the apple trees, where they
Xw any lumps to rest upon the crown of the bulbs, I I cannot be got at with the broom by spraying the
as it would cause the stalk to shoot out to the side I I tree tops in early spring with whitewash
of the row in the way of cultivation. If to be 1 I The Aphides.—Small green and black lice that
planted irregularly, use a trowel and make a hole ~ are fo,md on the »nder surface of the leaves ot tne
large enough to allow the bulb to go to the required F/c 4 - ——' ' ’ terminal growths aliout midsummer. They otten
depth, and be sure the bottom rests upon the soil - f/G.S do serions damage, more particularly to plums ana
under before covering, and never allow any manure As u 8hould tM;4or5 Bearing age of cherries, but are often found plentifully on young
to lie in contact with the bulb, as it is almost sure to years after planting. average tree. apple trees. As they are suctorial insec , .
cause it to rot. In this case plant from four to six mm>t be treated with something that will Kin
inches apart. Gladioli may be planted as soon as 1 , „„ . , them by contact, such as whale-oil soap or kercu
the ground can lie worked in the spring. They come limbs that are inclined to droop, there is little sene emulsion applied with a spray-pump, me 
into bloom between two and three months after danger of getting the heads too high, as they will be-t time to deal w ith them is when the 
planting, much depending upon the nature of the come down low enough when loaded with fruit. A hatching out in the early summer. The eggs are 
season. It is a good plan to make three or four tree should be pruned so that the fruit is distributed laid in the crotches of the small twigs, and it is 
plantings, at intervals of about two weeks. as evenly as possible all over the tree. Some of the easier to destroy them "then than when they have
H If desired the spikes may be cut as soon as the so-called professional primers begin at the base of spread to the leaves. The Spramotor Co., of Don- 
first flower at the bottom is fully expanded, and the limb and strip it out nearly to the end, leaving don, Ont., have perfected an attachment to their 
put in a pot of fresh water. In this way every only a wisp of brush at the outer end. The upper pumps that mixes the kerosene with the water, 
bud will open out perfectly, and sometimes a single surface of the hark is exposed to the hot rays of the makes the emulsion, and applies it at the sawc 
spike of bloom will last nearly two weeks. Change sun, and the limb resembles a cow's tail more than time. The percentage of kerosene can he controlled 
tne water and break off withered flowers every anything else. This is a detestable practice. It is by means of a gauge. This apparatus simplifies the 
second day. A very pleasing experiment is to place not pruning, it is spoliation. As to the time of work of making and applying kerosene emulsion, 
a spike of" white bloom in a bottle of ink. or in a year, 1 prefer to prune after growth has started. 1 And now, in closing the subject of orchard cui- 
bowl in which has been dissolved a part of a pack- do not approve of pruning when the wood is frozen ; tore. 1 hope I have not written in vain, but that 
age of dye of any shade. As intimated before, the that is positively injurious. Where a large amount what I have written will he useful to someope, and 
gladiolus loves moisture, and where only a few are of pruning lias to lie done, it is a difficult matter to that to some extent, at least, it may result in better 
grown it would pay to water liberally, but keep the get it all done just at the right time, but for my own care, better cultivation, and if so. better results are 

1 ground loose. Neat stakes might also he used where satisfaction I have made experiments in pruning at sure to follow. I have endeavored to point out wha 
lBut a few are grown, to keep the spikes from being different seasons of the year, and have found the 1 believe to be the chief causes of unproductive or­
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