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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE is

published every Thursday.
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
handsomely iliustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, reliabie and profitable informa-
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and
home-makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year,
in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid ln‘advano&
United States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s.
in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explieit order is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearaged must be made as required by law.

8. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise
we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. Inp
every case the ‘‘Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given.”

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on
one side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a
change of address should give the old as well as the new

P. O. address.
12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical

articles. For such as we consider valuable we will pay
ten cents per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles,
Suggestions Tlow to Improve “The Farmer's Advocate
and Home Magazine,”” Descriptions of New Grains,
Roots or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of
Experiments Tifed, or Improved Methods of Cultivation,
are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us must
not be furnished other papers until after they have ap-
peared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returped
on receipt of postage.

3. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSIDERED
AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

4. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),

London, Canada.

the consumer should have been able to get peaches

for from 55 to 60 cents. At this price the
market would have taken almost doulle the
quantity. No one questions the quality of a

luscious, red-cheeked peach from the Niagcara
District. People eat all of them they feel they

can afford. It is a question of price to the con-
sumer. The growpr does not get too much. Why,
in the same book from which we got the foregoing
figures as to price received by the producer we
saw entry after entry of lots of eleven-quart
baskets of Irish Cobbler potatoes which sold for
60 cents per basket. TIn fact, the bulk of the
grower’s crop of these extra early potatoes sold
at this price Think of it—potatoes selling for
just double the price of peaches in the fruit helt.
There must be something wrong. As one en-
thusiast puts it ““There is a nigger in the wood-
pile.””  Who gets the extra 20 cents to 50 cents
per basket over a reasonable profit for handling

fruit ? A campaign is now in progress to find
ot We hoj it stceeod il feel sure that if
o does the consomer will U cheaper peaches this
year thu i Tl post and 1w rowers  will  not
suffer hut will wreeat) heroed i ithe increascd
demand and wider ronreioef Tet us e¢at more of
our own tender fruits wien the growers see that
they reach the consunyg L a price which is only
enough hicher than the producer’s zellinr rates to
show o falir profit”“to the Jdealer or whoever iy
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Fruit Growers Have Three Problems.

Canadian fruit growers have three problems to
solve : they must keep their capital investment
within reasonable limits, they must have efficient
organization and they must agree as to packages
and brands. With reference to buying land it
must be remembered that a site for growing fruit
should not be purchased at town-lot values, for
high-priced land means high interest rates and
these insumpe costly production. Because the Cali-
fornia TFruit Growers’ FExchange is a powerful
organization, shipping an enormous quantity of
fruit, its members do not fe2l the galling pressure
of the fruit combines that to weaker societies
Because neighboring fruit
well-known

appear so formlidable.
districts outside of Canada, have
packages and brands, which mean something, they
are able to make inroads upon our markets that
are sure to be felt and are being regretted at the
pres:nt time. There must be cheaper production
and more eficient organization before fruit grow-
ing in Canada comes into its own.

In 1895 there were imported into Canada
2,798,256 pounds of ‘‘prunes and plums, dry un-
pitted’’, having a value of $75,232, but in 1914
these figures had grown to 10,592,068 pounds
valued at $550,175. These products affect our
market for plums but stranger still, fifteen years
ago, 25,417 bushels of fresh plums were brought
in while in 1914, 151,650 bushels valued at
$267,563 were imported. The months of July,
August, September and October form the period
that Canadian plums are marketed but the same
period also sees the incoming of the heaviest im-
portations from the Unlited States even in the
teeth of a 30 cent-per-bushel customs duty. While
these great increases in imported plums have been
taking place the number of plum trees have heen
decreasing in Ontario. Between 1901 and 1911
bearing plum trees decreased by 48.1 per cent.
whiile the total decrease amounted to 561,697
trees or 33.3 per cent.

Western Blackberry (Rubins ursinus).

What is true of plums is also true of many
fruits which may be grown to perfection in
Canada. The fruit growers of this country should
set about to change the appearance of the Cus-
toms Records at Ottawa. In 1901 there were
105,297 pounds of fancy sweet cherries 1mported
from the United States while in 1914, 1,072,300
pounds with a value of $119,021 were brought in.
In splite of this one nursery stated that it would
probably only sell trees for filling in blanks to
the 1915 trade. The imjpression is abroad that
cherries are planted quite as extensively as con-
ditions warrant and if this be so we snould at

least supply our own market. California pears
sold on the Toronto market last fall when home-
grown stufl was putting up ineflective competi-
tion and apples from the Yakima Valley sold in
the immedinte vicinity of the orchard that pro-
tieed the sweepstake apples of thie world oaly a

¢ 1onu!ns preyvious.

The  tofal number of fruit trees in Ontanio
leereased by 1,835,118  {reces or 13 per cent.
between 1901 and 1911, yet vineyards, peaches
and cherrips increased. ITowever, complaints may

tines be heard regarding the stability of the
fruiv 1ndustry and these complaints will continue
to he heard so long as the cost of production is
maintained at a high level by large capital in
vestuwents  and so long as the consumer pays
double or more what the grower receives for his

prednet I'or  general  farming, land  without
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buildings seldom commands a higher price than
$100 per acre and fruit growing does not returp
profits in general that justify large increases on
this amount. If they should, large areas, quite
suitable for the purpose, will be devoted to fruit
and the production therefrom will tend to cleave
the price down 8o low that the $500-per-acre lang
will return small  profits. Conditions adjust
themselves according to supply and demand ang
since by literature and demonstrations, informa-
tion can now be easily obtained there is no great
barrier in the way to success provided soil und
climatic conditions are rlight. The efiect of land
speculation is being felt in the West and it will
be an dinfluencing factor wherever it may operate.
Cost of production and organization in the
United States have received greater atteation than
in Canada. With one or two exceptions the co-
operatlive associations in this country are in their
infancy and are making very slow growth with
regard to efliciency. Where they are ostensibly
most useful they are competing one with another
with various brands, packages and methods und
they are devoting their efforts more to outsell
their neighbor than to reducing their cost of pro-
duction and selling, thus hampering their own
usefulness and allowing the enemy to gain valuable
ground. There is a huge gulf fixed between the
producer and consumer ; span it and there will
be no more talk of overproduction in Canada.

Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.

This has becn ong of the earliest springs that
we have had for some years. The Large White
Trillium (Trillium grandiflorum) and the Red
Trillium (Trillium erectum) were .in full bloom on
the southern shore of Georgian Bay on May 1,
whereas in other years they have just been com-
ing into flower in this part of the country on
May 8. On May 2 the leaves of the Sugar Maples
were one and three-quarters inches in length,
while in many other springs they have not been
thus far advanced by the middle of May.

It has been niy experience however that 'an
early spring does not mean an early season all
through the summer. Things get evened up u
little later on. In a series of observations in one
part of Ontario I found a great difference in the
time of blooming of the spring flowers in different
seasons, but by midsummer an average had been
attained. I memember particularly the case.of the
Purple Fringed Orchis, which came into hloom op
July 10 in thre> successive years, though the
dates of flowering for the spring plants had been
very different. .

It is interesting to notice the distribution of
plants even in a comparatively limited area. _ID
the vicinity of Kingston the only species of Spring
Beauty is Claytonia virginica, which has narrow

leaves, 'on the southern shore of Georgian Bay the -

only species is Claytonia caroliniana which has
much broader l,aves, i the. vicinity of Guelph
both species occur, though the latter is'the more
abundant. In cases where the rock formatjons
are different in different districts we expect 8
change fin the flora, we do not look for the .same
plants in a granite region that we expect m‘ a
limestone area, but in the case of the Spring
Beauty all three places mentioned are limestone
country. Many plants are decidedly local in .ﬂlelr
fliSll‘il)‘llti(?li. Near Guelph the Blood-root is8 @&
very abundant and characteristic flower of early
spring, so ahundant indeed that ‘'one would expect
it to be common in similar and not very remot!’
places in the Province. But this spring

travelled nine miles west and eight miles north
from Kineston and only succeeded in finding (_’”e_’
little patch. A friend tells me that in the .lfﬂ
mediate vicinity of his home on the Ottawa River
there is but one small patch of this species.

I have lost an old friend. No, not a human‘
one but a living one just the same—a large an
beautiful Elm which stood in a little clearing or:'
a point on Georgian Bay. The heavy hlow “‘{u;
aco split it asunder, and there it stands “1(.\ "
remnant of a trunk and its giant limbs RI”‘—‘“(_
out on the ground like the ribs of a hroken \‘1‘1”‘9
brella. This old tree has seen many changes. It (n‘;
a full-grown tree when the first gsettlers Fﬂ"“{]‘ N
this part of the country. It has secen a . ﬂ’?f
arise and then a town within a couple ol mllosthm
it. Tt has looked out across the \\;11(}1‘ on }tid‘1
foundine of large industries, ‘findustries WI\})\\’
boomed then faded and are now abandoned. ‘ !
it too has pass:d, going the wayv of all life. .

One of the commonest plants in flower ,1\15't ﬂrf)r\'
on the Pacific Coast is the Western ”1*‘("1‘1’?““;_
({Rubus ursinus). This species is n\'hwnv‘*l}’/‘ﬂlwr
dant bhoth on the mainland and on e paL: O‘urrn
Tsland The fruit is shaped like the T"l;ls vor
Thimble-berry, and is sweet and of .L'““?' f;('id
when perfectly ripe, though it is decidedly
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