an inappreciable fraction of our ordered
and sustained efforts is given to the
. business of actual living, as distinguish-
.ed fnom the preliminaries to living.

Thé Windl_'ow.

Hope’s Quiet
Hour.

The Home Guard.

As his part is that goeth down to “the

ttle, hall hi t be that tarrieth

Sienkiewicz, the famous -Polish author, P8'tle. 5o shall his par ‘
has been imprisoned by the Austrian DY the stuff: they shall part alike . . . .
authorities' for advising the Austrian he made it a statute and an ordinance
Foles to fight on the side of Russia. for Israel unto this day.—1 Sam. xxx :
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The one hundred gnd twenty-five United
States Red Cross nurses who have gone
to Burope treceive $60 a month, an
amount scarcely to be counted in the
balance against the hard work they do
and the risks they run. Theirs is surely
& labor of love.

1 Even the United States. neutral as she
; is, cannot escape the loss consequent
upon war. It is estimated that g dollar
& head on every man, woman and child
in the country, is the amount that must
be levied to make up the loss of customs
réeelpt. up to the present. The tax will
be levied, however, chiefly upon luxuries.
The bill of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee provides for g tax of three per cent.
on railroad freight, and a tax on beer
and domestic wines.

« « « . Thousands at his bidding speed,
And post o’er land and ocean without
rest :
They also serve who only stand and wait.
—Milton.

David, with his six hundred men, re-
turned home from an expedition into the
land of the Philistines, to find that the
Amalekites had burned his city and car-
ried off all ‘the women captives. The
little army of 600 started off in hot pur-
suit, but 200 men broke down on the
way, and were left in a state of exhaus-
tion by the brook Besor. The 400 pur-
8uers soon returned victorious, having re-
.Covered their wives gnd children, gnd won

great spoil from the ememy. ~ When they
reached Besor, the men who had been left
behind 'came out to meet them, and David
gave them courteous greeting. But some
of his warriors, boastfully pleased with
themselves, declared that their weaker
brethren had no right to any of the
8poils; so David made the law contained
in our text, which was based on God’s
command to the Israelites, given through
Moses, 400 years earlier.—Num. xxxi :
25 - 27,

It this law is fair and just, it can only
be so because those who tarry at home
do not shirk their share of 'the burden of
war. We have seen, in these strenuous
weeks, that there is much necessary work
demanded from those who stay at home.
Everybody can help, and the help of mil-
lions of individuals points up to a huge
total. If Canada has reasop to be proud
of the courage and self-sacrifice of her
sops, she has also reason to he proud of
the self - forgetting spirit shown by her
daughters.
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One of those disappointed of the privi-
lege of bearing arms, says Literary
Digest, was the distinguished Belgian poet
and author, Maurice Maeterlinck. He
offered to enlist, but was declared too
old, so he turned out into the fields with
the women and helped gather the crops.
At first he found it impossible to write :
*“The thought that only a few hundred
kilometers away men are ranged against
one another to kill,”” he said, ‘‘blots out
every other thought.” Subsequently,
however, he managed to gather his forf:es,
and has written ‘‘the bitterest arraign-
ment of Pan-Germanism so far printed.”’
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The Franco - German war, which lasted
‘190 days, cost 'Germany $450,000.000.
Germany, however, levied an indemnity
of $1,000,000,000 from France, and got
every cent of it. . . The Russo-Japanese
war of 1904-5, cost Japan $600,000,000,
a loss of $100,000,000, since her in-
demnity from Russia amounted to only
$500,000,000. During the war, which
lasted from February, 1904, to Septem-
ber, 1905, the combined expenses of
Russia and Japan totaled $2,250,000,-
000.. . . The total cost of the Crimean
War was $1,565,000,000. That of
America’s struggle for independence cost
Britain $605,000,080. . The Napoleonic
wars which ended with Waterloo, cost
France $1,250,000,000, and Great Britain
$4,155,000,000.

War is a terrible tragedy, and we who
call gurselves by the Name of the Prince
of Peace may feel that only an awtul
necessity can justify us in going out to
kill thousands of our fellow-Christians. We
shudder at the thought of the desolated
homes in Germany, of the women and
children weeping for those who have been
killed by our soldiers. We may not be
able to see how this slaughter could have
been avoided, without national dishonor
and disgrace, gnd yet — Well, my own
personal feeling is that I am thankful
that T am not a man, 'that I am not
called to go out and kill my fellows.

But we who stay at home, who are
spared the deadly work gt the front. must
not be shirkers. If we are to share in

The Admirals of the British Navy in
command to -day are all comparatively
young men. Ip the First Fleet, the old-
est officer, Vice-Admiral Sir Douglas
ramble, in command of the Fourth Battle

Squadron, is 57, and the youngest, Rear- the joy of ViCLOW. we must take our
Admiral Sir David Beatty, is 43. Sir Share of the conflict. St. Paul says of
John Jellicoe, who is in chief command F‘le churches of Macedonia that they gave
in the North Sea, is not yet 53, while Joyfully and liberally out of their deep

Poverty, that they were willing, ““to their

power and beyond thair power."’
Canada has been eagerly giving money

and food—not out of her deep poverty,

Vice-Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly, in com-
mand of the First Battle Squadron, is
56, Vice-Admiral Sir George Warrender,
who commands the most powerful battle

squadron, the second, is 54; Vice-Admiral but out of her long-continued prosperity—
Bradford, in the Third Baltic Squadron, and she will continue to give, even when
is 55. it means real sacrifice. Our Lord told

e @ o o us that we should have the poor always

with us; and the excitement of patriotic
funds and work must pot make us indif-
to the Canadian contingent which recent- ferent to the sufferings of our poorer
ly left Valcartier. It is doubtful if any nelghburs.. We. must mot divert our
lighting force of this size the world gver «‘.“'"“11 offerings into g new ch.unnel, 18}“—
numbers so many well-known athletes as !ng the clergy to struggle unaided against
; have been in training here for ser- the tide of homepf)\’erty. This war has
& vice on the continent. Every sport seems ground .under its iron heel many people
to have been robbed of its most shining Whov Will not receive help from the
lights, who have taken up arms in re- patrmtlc.funds. Let us—for 4 time at
sponse to Canada’s call for volunteers. le&St—glV? Up our lazy selfishness, and
do something in the way of bearing the
heavy burdens of others. Each of us
can find chances of h(\lping, right where

This comes from Valcartier : ‘‘An army
of athletes’’ is the title to be accorded

‘‘Is there any good reason why I

should give you five cents?”’ asked the are. Let us try to adopt 'the motto
well-dressed elderly man of the youth of the boy scouts, and do at least one
who accosted him. kind deed every day, remembering our

‘“Well,”” said the small boy, as he re- Lord’s unseen Presence in each of the
tired from the danger zome, “‘if I had & jguiqs of " "His brethren It is a high
nice high hat like yours I wouldn’'t want privilege 'to do some service for Him.

it soaked with a snowball.”’ It will be 5 sad thing if He is peglected,

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE,

and if He is forced to say to us: ‘“‘Inas-
much as ye did it not to one of the
least of these, ye did it not to Me.”
He does not say that a gift to some
especially interesting fund is necessarily
a gift to Him. ‘‘One of the least’’ of
His brethren probably means someone un-
interesting and obscure. We must be
careful lest gifts to patriotic funds be
taken from these ‘‘least’’ brethrem of
Christ. I mean, if we have laid aside a
tenth for charitable purposes, as usual,
and take a slice away from this tenth
for a patriotic fund, we are not giving
from our own pockets, but from those
who would—in any ordinary year—receive
help from us. We must not act liké the
rich man in the parable, who spared his
own flocks and herds when g traveller
visited him, and feasted on the one ewe
lamb of his poor n2ighbor.

Then there is another important duty
laid upon us, a duty which all may per-
form. Many cannot give money, and
have po time to work for anything ex-
cept their daily food, some are helpless
and suffering, but all who read this
Quiet Hour can pray. This is the most
practical help of all. When the enemy
fought with Israel in the plain, Moses,
Aaron, and Hur, went up to the top of
a hill, “and it came to pass, when Moses
held up his hand, that Israel prevailed :
and when he let down his hand, Amalek
Pprevailed. But Moses’ hands were heavy;
and they took g stone, and put it under
him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and
Hur stayed up his hands . . . . and
Joshua discomfited Amalek and his peo-
ple with the edge of the sword.”

You see what practical and valuable
help Moses gave, although he was sitting
quietly on a stone away from the battle,
and Aaron and Hur gave practical help,
too. It is not only the prayers of great
prophets and saints that are needed. We
must all pray, and pray together. One
good result of this war is that it has
brought people into the Presence of the
King of the universe. Day after day
earnest prayers go up from millions of
hearts. People of different denomina-
tions meet together, and, forgetting their
differences in their common sorrow, send
up their prayers as one.

Some people are praying in humility
and trust, acknowledging past selfishness
and worldliness, leaving the issue of the
war in God’s hands, yet confident that
their prayers can and do brinzy down
daily blessings on the soldiers in camp,
in battle, and in hospital. They remem-
ber the inspiring words of Isaiah : “I
have set watchmen upon thy walls, O
Jerusalem, which' shall pever hold their
peace day or night : ye that make men-
tion of the LORD, keep not silence, and
give Him no rest, till He establish, and
till He make Jerusalem a praise in .the
earth.” We are not trying to win God’s
Love—it is already ours. We are not
trying to secure the help of an unwilling
Ally. He is already seeking our real and
lasting good—and also the good of our
hargssed and brave enemies.

We often hear ‘'the objection that poth
sides are praying for victory, and that
Ged cannot answer conflicting prayers.
Shall we give up praying because God
does not allow us to use prayer as a
magic talisman ? Christ, our Captain,
prayed in agonizing trust 'that the cup

of sorrow might pass. His prayer
brought down not ease and comfort, but
strength, patience gnd courage—infinitely

greater gifts than He wag asking for.
Were His prayers unavailing ? The dis-
ciples slept at His side, when asked to
watch and pray in fellowship with His
Sorrow, and when dangzer threatened them
they all forsook Him and fled. How
ashamed they must have been of their
weak cowardice, gnd how differently they
might have gacted if they had not sloth-
fully neglected the urgent call to ‘““watch
and pray.’”

Some people are praying now, because
the soul instinctively geeks Divine help
in times of terrible testing,
may have little faith ip the availing
power of prayer. Let such people g0 on
praying, and their faith will  grow
stronger by being used. They have not
used the weapon of prayer often enough
to feel at home in itg exercise—prayer
needs practice, like every other valuahle
art. But doubtful beople can learn faith
by coming to God. A man once brought
his suffering child to JESUS, saying, ‘It
Thou canst do anything, have compassion
on us. and help ug.” When asked to
show stronger faith than thiy, the pPoor

and yet they
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father. cried out, in tears, ‘“Lord, I be-:
lieve; help Thou my unbelief.”’ Hig faith
was still weak, but he received the de-
sired blessing. The fact that he brought,
his. spn'-to Christ, proved that he had
some faith; and those who Pray for thejr
dear friends and for their loved nation,
in this time of distress, Prove that they
have some faith.

Don’t stay away from the special
prayer - meetings, which are being con-
stantly held now, even if you have very'
little faith that brayers can do any good.
St. Thomas could not believe that the
Lord had risen, yet he was with thoge
who gathered together for prayer op ‘the
Sunday after Easter—and because he was
there he found the Master he loved.
What a pity it would have been for him
if he had stayed away because his faith
was weak, When our faith js as insig-
nificant as g grain of mustard seed, we
can stand beside our comrades—or kneel
at our Lord’s feet—and say, “If Thou
canst do anything, have compassion on
us, and help us.” That weak faith—if
it is alive gnd real—may grow strong
with exercise.

Some people think that it is useless to
pray about physical things, because 8¢i»
ence teaches us that pPhysical events hap-
Pen according to unchanging laws. But
Wwe ourselves can interfere with natural
law. A man with blood—poisoning in his
hand would die if left to natural laws,
but the skilled surgeon interferes and de-
feats approaching death. Our Lord has
told us to pray for physical blessings.
He warned ‘the disciples of the terrible
distress Coming upon Jerusalem, and said
that they could, and should, avert some
of the distress by their prayers : ‘“Pray
ye that your flight pe not in the winter,
neither on the Sabbath day,” He said.
Shall we not feel emboldened to pray
also that this war may be over before
the winter ?

Then, having committed our cause to
our Father, let us trust His ordering of
events. Our faith is not ip our own
prayers, but in the One to Whom our
Prayers are addressed. His will is ours,
even when it means the Cross. Are we
not sworn soldiers of the Cross ? Shall
we complain if called upon to endure it ?
God is our Commander-in-Chief—ig it
likely that He will explain beforehand
His reasons for all the sorrow He per-

mits ?  Our business is to obey trust-
fully.

‘“ Sometime, I know not when nor how,
All things will be revealed,

But until then, content am I
To sail with orders sealed.’’

DORA FARNCOMB.

A Prayer.

O God, who hast made of one blood
all nations of men to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and Who in Thy Holy
Word hast taught us that One is Our
Father, even God, and that all we are
brethren : We pray Thee in this dark
hour of international strife that Thou
wilt open the eyes of the people, and
those who in Thy Name are entrusted
with the authority of governance, to see
and understand their right and .true re-
lation to Thee, and through Thee to one
another. Teach them by Thy Spirit that
hatred and violence gre not strength, but
weakness, that the true safeguarding of
a nation is not to be found in weapons
of war, but in those eternal principles
which make for righteousness and truth,
and brotherhood and peace. xive to
those who shall suffer in the war which
is raging now the consolations of Thy
grace. Heal the sick; comfort the
wounded; minister to the dying, and bind
up the broken heart. Bring, we pray
Thee, to 5 speedy end this international
strife; and hasten the time when peace
shall flourish out of the earth, and all
shall dwell together in unity and love,
and war shall he no more. We g8k it in

the Name of our Saviour Jesug Christ.
Amen.’’

WHERE DOES IT GO ?

A correspondent of ‘“The Farmer’'s Ad-
Vocate™ living in British Columbia sends
the following query, made by his neigh-
bor’s little son. The father was putting
the boy to bed, and was about to put
out the light when the bright little fel-
low remarked : ‘“Papa, where does the
light go when you blow it out ?"° Who
Can answer ?
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