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this problem and well worth
studying, for there is no doubt
that in many cases the quality
of the water given is not as
well considered as it should be.

The Hereford appears to be
one of the breeds of cattle that
are more allected by the quality
of the water they have to drink
than some others. It will gen
erally be found, however, that
any cattle which have been
brought up during the early
part of theit lives in districts
where mountain streams abound
that are always clear and fresh,
invariably take badly to stag
nant ponds when removed to
pastures where nothing but the
latter can be had. It often hap
pens, too, that these ponds are
not kept as clean and sweet as
they might be. A few rails to
prevent the animals walking in-
to them are an excellent thing
also the road leading to such
drinking places should always be
kept clean and hard by stone
and engine ashes

With regard to cattle having
this tendency to long for the
running stream, the writer knew
a herd of Galloway bullocks,
fattening, which during the
spring months had been fodder-
ed upon hill pastures where lit-
tle streams of pure water
abounded, and when the time
came to remove them to the fat-
tening pastures, some of which
were only supplied with stag-
nant ponds, the cattle were a
long time in settling down,
though the grass was the sweet
est and richest that could be
found. The cause of the discon-
tent was the water, and this
was particularly noticeable with
one animal that had been ob-
served always to go to the
mouth of one of the springs to
quench its thirst after the hay
breakfast that had been provid
ed for them on the hill pastures

The bullock mentioned would
walk to the pond and round its
banks as though in search of
the clear, running stream, and
would turn away and go round
the pasture bawling for some
thing he could not find, and not
until its thirst had become too
intense to be endured would he
drink at the pond. The result
was that this one animal in par-
ticular lost ground terribly, un-
til as the autumn came on, he
and his companions were remov-
ed to aftermath, where again
they had beautiful clear, run-
ning water, when they all be-
came contented, and were evi-
dently grateful by the manner
in which they began to thrive,
lie down, and fatten. Often in
time of drought animals that
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had access to running, clear wa-
ter thrive much faster than
those that are otherwise sup-
plied, though the latter may be
better ofl for feed

Whether this taste for the
clear and running stream is be-
gotten of . the habit of having
been supplied from such a source
during early life or whether the
breed of  cattle pure and
simple has anything to do
with it, may be diflicult to
say; but one thing has been no-
ticed by the writer in respect of
this—namely that the Shorthorn
breed is, as a rule, less particu-
lar upon this point than most
others, and it is not often that
this breed is watered from
mountain streams, or, to put
the matter in another form,
there are probably more Short-
horns kept wupon the flat and
level lands, where fewer running
streams are found, than there
are cattle of other breeds. It is
also well worth observing how
the cattle, when out in the
fields, have their fixed time
when the whole herd almost in-
variably go to quench their
thirst A.W. S,
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Among the Romney Sheep of
New Zealand

In the front rank of Romney
marsh sheep breeders stands
Mr. Ernest Short, of Paror-
angi, Feilding. His sheep have
secured so many prizes at the
leading shows, that the older
breeders are purchasing  his
rams at high figures.

Availing myself of a long
standing mvitation, 1 wired Mr
Short, who met me at the
Feilding Railway Station with
his $4,000 motor car, and we
travelled. As we passed by sev-
eral of Mr. Short's properties
and called in to see the diflerent
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classes of sheep, I was struck
with the excellent quality of the
pasture.

A farm of 300 acres near his
property was recently sold for
$185 per acre. Dairying is car-
ried on in this locality, but as
far as 1 could see sheep pre-
dominated, and these mostly
Romney, a great many of which
are registered.

Mr. Short i a colonial, born
in New Zealaad. At 16 years of
age he was driving home a few
Romney sheep for his uncle,
when he espied a particularly
nice ewe among the number, She
seemed to be of a different type
to the others. Mr. Short could
not keep his eye off her. On
reaching his destination he clip-
ped this particular sheep and
the fleece turned the scales at
over 16 pounds, ‘‘Then came the
determination, and !urnmg
point to me,"" he said, "I regis-
tered a vow that given the op-
portunity I would breed a flock
like that one, and I have ever
since kept that type as my
ideal." How far he has succeed-
ed can be seen by his records.
Last season at the leading
shows he sccured 116 prizes in-
dependent  of champions and
record champions, gold and sil-
ver medals, and shields, etc
Imported raws are relegated to
the background, as the old type
of Romney, with his bare head,
long back, low wither and light
fuzzy wool has been supersed-
ed by his own breeding.

A 20-POUND CLIP,

In the champion ram ‘'Re-
cord" (663), Mr. Short has bred
his ideal sheep. It is not alone
his symmetrical form, extraor
dinary deep brisket and perfect
head, but the wool that covers
this perfect sheep is of that
dense and long staple, showing

A bunch of Romuey ew

. Shart is expected on

bred and owned by Mr,

K, Short, Parorangi, Fielding, New Zealand
visit to Canada shortly.
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