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CHAPTER XVL
The barkentine wasoff the coast of New Guinea
one mooniight vight.

Jatest chatt of those Wit v w
had carefuly consuited 1t

win in Colombe, ar
e had given oruers

10 the second offiser on the idge what catpse 1o
the cortect conrse shown Ly th t chart— |

pursoe
and then betore widnighy he tnined in

Hardly had Henton
came a ride shock, The o hole ship qln\\-m‘i
from stom 1o starh, Re hivg on deck Laptam
Henton rubbed the sleep rrom his eves and blink
ingly looked atromd ‘The whole sea looke d
yeasty with a cuttons white froth  Hailing the
% cond officer who was on the bridie be de wand-
to know what was the matter,

“Were aground, Sip !t replied the second

ofl

T
cCall all hands ordered Henton,

A has'y examination was made, w' i the
who e ship's company came tombling tpon ;k
The officer conning, the ship had, 1tsee med mis

¥

tuken for cresting wa s tonched sib ey \\!liln hy |
breakers vippling |

meoulight, what were 1 ally
gemtly over sla lows, Fortanately the -er was
smooth. The barkentine had runon an unchart-
ed shoal— for the best ot nan nade charts, o
liac t u bart, e Bible, are unrcliahle
or deficient at certain ponts.

The yacht had eround-d softly and was resting
easily  Yet it conld not he stirrel with the en
gines cven when the steam wasturned on. - Hen-
ton's lace grew grave That wi- a pretty pre
dicament to be in, off an anknowe ¢ ast, and out
of the usual course of ocean U ol Lot per-
haps the tide would help, when it ran flood in
the moreing Vet when moring dawncd, after
an anxious nighi the Glad 1idings was st fast

CJohm, sand Grace Jvly, D will now say on
to yor as Paul said unto the centution, ‘Sir. ye
should Fave hearkened untoine, and not have
gained s harm @ Ploss ! "

* Jast like a woman to say,
growled | hn rather crossly

Grace Jdisereetly kept stlent while her hrother
with vexation and chagiin wiitten plainly ov his
face, walked forward to take a look at things
from the t pgallat fo'e sile

But now a new i ficulty presented ity If. As
the vacht had heen rnvning a ong the coast the
previ u~dayv J¢ hn a d Grice had amused them-
se'ves watching th:cano's of the wild Bornco
tribesm n danci g up an! down on the wav. s
near the shore  But now ey did not at all relish
the sight of a small fleet of canoes that began to
creep ont toward them in the forenoon watch!
What f these o8 oes which now seemed fairly
to swarm over the waters contained ferocious
head hunters?  The Glad 7 dings was unarmed,
except for a small salutin g cannon.  Henton or-
dered thit hastly loaded with old spikes, while
the few rifl s on board were distribated among
the cool st members f the erew, who could be
trusted not to fire before they were ordered.

John Henton was no man of blood, ad was
sorely preplexed. Was it 1ight for him to fire on
the savages, or was tiere some bioodless way of
repelling their advance? How could he le sure
that an attack was really intended 2 Clearly 1t
was his duty to.defend the ship and his crew.
Putting up a hasty prayer to his Master 1o for-
give him for his folly in cruising out of liis pro-
per course, instead of contivuing his gospel work

1
et

1 told yon so "‘"

Hewon had bought the

dr pp dasleep when there !

in well freqnented ports, Hentan ynickly watnred
his plans, making ready for emergenvies.  Nears
Doy and nearcr cane the canoes, thedr orcupants
grinning bideonsly and bhrandishing their tude
woapons.  Hentan conld see that fortun stely the
savages posssesed vo fire-arms. Were they bent
on barter or blood<hed 2 1t was time 1o find out.
U he orew of the Glad Tidings were now all on
deck, armed with what weapons they conld we-
cure, teluding moarling spikes and be aving pins.
Grace at her brother's vrgent teguest had kept
blow

Henton, running up to the bridge, made a sign
10 the savages te keep off A few hideonslv
paintedd fignres stood ap in the bows of the ads
vancing canots and brandished their weapons in
fivice defiance. y

There conld he no doulit now but that the
savages meant mischictof the worst kind, Hen-
i tou ordercd the yacht's cannon fired at an angle,
! just cleating the canoes to warn the wild men,
i The spikes went flving over the water, dashing a
| few flecka of fuaw iuta the cavos at «ne end of
the hine Sl the canoes began to come on
though more slowlv now,  Hente n's nerves hes
gan to ereep *t U Must 1 dire poiut-Dlank £ he
1 asked hisseifl
Just then a bright thought strinck his mind.
Deenr on e fire-hose I eried the captain
Several lengths of hose helonging to pumps hoth
| fore and aft were bronght out and trailed along
the deck, while trusty mea were detailed 1o hold
the nozsdes  Telling the men who were armed
with rifles to hold their fire as a lust resort, Cap-
qarn Henton ordeted the pumps set going,  Ene
gincer Henderson saw to it that the pumps did
theis work as they had uever done 1t previousty,
and tefore the asthonished savages, whae now had
crowded nearer tie ship, knew what to make of
toequect kindolran shot out i their direction,
they were sprinkled with hot water mixed with
seam A $aw moments of this watery hombards
ment were enongh to make theerews of the foie-
st cances piddle back out of range So
powerful were the pumps and so fa- did they
throw their streams that the savages thereafter
were only asle to harl their spears and shoot their
{arroas from a range so dis'ant as to render thelr

attack harmless to the Glad Tidings except for
| the scratewieg of a hittle paint or the snapping of
" a bit of rope-yarn here and there. All that fore-

noon the yacht lay securely protected within a

safety zone of hot water mixed with steam An

admoniiory shot now and then with a rifle or
with the cannon, sending a metalic missle pop-
ping into the water near by th - canoes, helped to
enforce the lesscnintended.  For some hours the
canoes kept bobbing up and down just outside
the range of the steam-pumps, until the head

Lunters, thaking that they might have better

fortun s ash re, slonly paddled to laud and dis-

ppeared in the woods
T hings might have gone badly, however for
the stranded barkantive that night if asmall frnt
U ateamer which bad been diverted  from its
scerstomed conrse hd not providentially turned
up in the early atternoon. The “fruiter’’ at once
procacded to the assistance of the vacht, and,
alter some hours's work succeeded in hauling it
off the shoal.  Henton was glad enough under
the circumstances to pay a rouud sum for the
timely help afforded by the fruit steamer. The

Glad Tidings was not serionsly injured, and con-

tinned forthwith on its voyage for the Chia Sea.

But John Henton had recvived a salutary hint,
| and resolved that he would not again seek to
navigate uncharted seas

While passing the China Sea, Captain Hen-
ton k-jt a bright look out for dhows, stra
junks, or other nondescript carit, and at empt
no perilous experiments in navigation, heeping
| close to the more frequented lanes of ‘marine
travel. He was heartily glad that he did not have
to epend npon sailsalone asamatve p o er, for
the ¢ ews of many a good ship, b.calmed i1 thos:
pirate invested waters, have been overpowered by
hoards of cut-throats.

During all his journeyings around the world
Johu Henton, while secking 10 do good as he had
opportunity unto all men, did not negle:t the
| spuitual welfare of h's own crew. Morning

prayers were held regulaly attended by all the
men off watch, and many other meetings were
hel i as the weather or other circuu stauce . per-

'

.

witted, A few of the crew <til! rosisted aft Fien®
ton's appeals to give their heuts {2
Heaton felt especially eoneerned far o Portuguese
; by the namg of Antonio--nohody seem-d to know
his other name, not even the i v himselt-
! had shippe t at Colombo, in place of 4 salor who
had heen sent bome mvatlded te Admerical and
| also for the Lascar, and tvhored pray erfnlly and
earnes 1y ta tmpart te hoth men some clear idea of
he real value and meaning of Chrstianity Vet
he fact seemsed ta be not so much indeed that the
men could not 48 that they would nat leatu of
spiritn il teuths, They appeared to takeno interest
whatever in that “wondetful tedenption, God's
yemedy for sn **

Both men slighited their work, and finafty
day the Lascar angered at some sleg it pravocation
struck dowsn a shipmate aith an intent soe idents
Iv murderons that Caprain Henton prompt'y
clapped the wan i itons, and kept hing manack d
tor several days, on a bread and water diet, Thes
as the Lascar stemed penitent e was released
with solema injnections to behave trnselt
futore. “

The Lascar, hawever, was evidemiy fike the
fuol 1 Scripture who being often tepr wed hare-
eneth his neck. He knew now that
watched by his offi er-—a fac which i fiercely #f
silemty rewented,  fven a eond man Lke John
! Hlenton canmot_expeet 1n this world 1o have all
! men speak well of him,  Aund it was evident that
another encmy he had on board was the ex-mane
o -war's-man, Bailey.

ft was some nights afterward, when the wind
was freshening, causing the ¢ iptain and the first
officer a good deat of anxiety, that Henton, clad
in Lis oil-skin coat, sought tie bridge of the yacht
; to spend the night on duty The Glad Tidings
{ was then surging along under close veeled topsaits
ided also by itsengines, which were put in oper-
fation in ordet more ficetively to handl - the beat

in the heavy sea way, Henton had just heen
consulting his charts im the chart room, and know
| that the yacht was about one hundre A v forty
miles €ast of Cochin-China. not very far from the
Paracels, those isles and reefs in the China Sea
which give the navigator many an anxious
| thought as he passes in their neighhorhood.
[ As Henton with his faithful fitst officer. Nick-
crson, paced the bridge, bailing the luokonts tor-
watrd every now and then to make sure that they
were awake, he thought anxiously of the engines
wondering whetber shaft and screw would endure
the strain and pounding scas. Eagerly he
lissened to the thud. o wd of the cranks and
churuing serow, ‘es, all seemed to be g ing
right.  He breathed a sigh ot relief, and haa just
tu: ned to take a cup of hot cocoa which Grace
had sent up to him by the hand of a cabin-boy
when—crash ! whir ! bang ! The sound of a
furious grinding came up through the cngines
room hatch,  Then there came a roar avd rush
of steam, and —haidly to be heard through all the
uproar - there flo t d Wack to the bridge irom the
lookout fo rward the startli g eny
“Breakers to lecward, Sir, over the starboard
bow "'
Carefully s tting the cup in his hand down at
the fuot of the binnicle on the bridge | tienton
always wendered in later ¢aysa’ his own coolness
in doing tins) e yOuug Cupiadl Sprang to the
speak ing tube and called down t) the engine-room
demanding what had happened 2 With difhiculty
he made out the reply of the engincer.
“Nothing very bad, Sir, 1 hope ! Have shut
off steam.  Am examining the engines !
Relieved now of one source of anxiety Henton
found himself confronted with as great a peril.
He had now only his recfed courses to depend
upon, and he dared not in that gale s-t moie sail,
But there were the reefs—the ontermost of the
Paracels—close aboard, and that too, to leeward!
I'he situation was desperate, Ljaculating a
prayer to the God of storms for his direction and
aid, Henton hurriedly consulted with his experi-
enced firstoflicer. At first he thowght of wearing
the ship.  But there was hardly roum to wear,
| and if they missed stays, notiing could save them
| from going on the reef, where tue cruel white

breakers were angrily racing.  Another but des-
| perate method must be tried

Under the immediate direction of Nickerson,
wiuo ran forward to carry out Henton's well-
considered orders, the lee snichor was cleared away
A hawser was bent to its riug, led in at the lee
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