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Many of the ancient altars were uprij^ht in form, /.<•., they
vcre lii^hcr than llicy were broatl. This was also the shape
of the Roman ci/>/>/, many of which were converted by the
early Christians into altars, especially in the fifth century. !n

the ("apitoline Museum at Rome is an ujiri^^ht stone altar, the
whole of the f.ont of which is covered with the orij,'inal pa^an
inscription; to Christianise it, a (jreek cross has been rudely
cut in the centre ; three similar examples occur in the Lateran
Museum, Rome; others at Hagnols, Heziers, Di^jne. and else-

where. Sometimes, however, the inscriptif)n was effaced, as at

I.oja, in S|)ain ; sometimes the altar was tur'^ed round with
the ancient inscription to the wall, as at S. /.acharias, Venice. In

'/"^.i I'ope Clement XI. had the following' inscri|)tion carved
on a pa^Mn altar in use at S. Teodoro, Rome:

—

"IN imc MAKMOKI: (JKNTILir.M OMM INCKN.SA KUMAItANT,"

i.e.,
' On this marble altar once smoked the incense of the

Cjentiles." .\t .S. Maria Traspontina is an altar with the
ori<j;inal dedication to

" Dko .soi.i, invk to Mitiika,"

/>., "To him who alone is God, Mithras invincible."

It ni.i\ have been because of the precedent set by the
Roman rz/y/ and altars that the normal form of the carl>-

Chii^tiaii stone altars was a cube. Other forms, however,
occur, Ci,'-., circular and semicircular altars are found.

In l-;nj,'!an(l also the square altar was the earlier type. In the
illustrations jjjiven in the Alcuin Club tractate on the English
altar, all the altars are shown square up to the fourteenth century.
.Small altars, four-sciuare, are const;.ntly seen in the drawings
and i)ictures of the early Middle .\ges Such are tho.se .still seen
round the ruined Romanescjue apse of the abbey of Montmajour,
near Aries. At I'eterhausen, in the diocese of Constance, the
high altar up to about 1 134 was "parvulum, tantum ex quimiue
lapidibus compaginatum "

; the abbot accordingly built another
"majus et sublimius." In 1253 Abbot Herman substituted two
big altars in the abbey of Lower Altaich,Bavaria,for six small ones
standing in the Lady chapel, because they were " nimis contigua
et valde parva, et propter hoc cs.sent multum despcctui." ' Square
altars had Scriptural precedent in the injunction of Kxod.
xxvii. I :

" Thou shalt make an altar five cubits long and five

cubits broad : the altar shall be four-squr.re."

' Edward Binhop in Pownshit' A'eTierr, July 1905.
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