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Vm. CANADIAN PROSPERITY, A CAUSE OF THANKFULNESS-A
RALLYING POINT.

(Extrail jriiia the tjteech of tin: JU-v. iJr, M'Caul at the annivertarii dinner of the Ht. Uiorgi'n.

Society, Tuiuulu, 185u.)

" Wlicti Icfiiisidcr the ailvance ofi he country in cilucation and in othiM- important ele-

menls of uuMtncssanit of iimspcrity, 1 must say that I fuel but little sympathy with those

who iiuliilre in mournful recollections of wliat they have left, or (juerulous complaints

of ihelr j'lcsiiit po.-iilidii, iiif^triid of acknowied^'iiiylhe advanfnfres which tiiey enjoy, or

looking: foiward to i!ie bright fntuic which is before them. Let us consider for a mo-
ment what are llie leading,' characteristics of this fair land of our adoption. A fertile

soil, amply rewardiufi; labor in the abundance and diversity of its produce ; a salubrious
climate, Iculated to rear a hardy and viyjomus race; water commuuicatiun by noble
rivers and vast lakes (or rather Mediterranean Seas), unequalled in the world

; and
millions of acres of unoccupied huid, able to support millions of additional iuwniijrants.

Let us add to these natural blessiu;zs, the results of the ener;ry and enterpri-e of an
active anil intelliirent population : our cities with all the convenience and comforts of
European towns of twice their population, and twenty times their ajje ; our villages

8prin<,'in;L' up where lately there were but dense forests or uncultivated wastes ; the re-

motest points of this extensive country soon to be connected by lailroads, now either
drawiii;,' to completion, or in progress, or guaranteed

; the facilities afforded for the
education of our children by our common schools, our grammar schools, our private
seminaries, our colleges, and our universities ; the progress of knowledge, advanced
by the scientific and liteinry societies and institutes establibhed in our cities and
towns; the solemn duties of religion inculcated by fixed ministrations or by the oc-
casional visits of the missionary ; the voice of prayer and praise rising each Sabbath
alike from the stately piles in our towns, which rear their spires towards heaven, and
the lowly shanty, which scarce lifts its humble head under the leafy arches of our
backwoods; and all this with the full enjoyment of the blessings of civil and re-

ligious liberty, conferred by our own free constitution, and secured by our connection
with that glorious empire of which we form a part. In my opinion, the language of

dissatisfaction or comi)laint but little becomes those who enjoy such advantages.

Thanksgiving is rather our duty—thanksgiving to llim from whom all blessings How,
for what in His abundant mercy He has given to us, and prayer to the same Al-
mighty IJeing for contentment with what we have— for peace, wherein we may
use and enjoy what His bountiful hand has provided for us. By peace, I moan
not freedom from war—not tranquillity undisturbed by aggression from without—of
that I have no fears; but I do mean freedom from internal strife, from civil commo-
tion, from the injurious influences ot bickerings anil contentions with each other. I

do mean that peace which is produced by mutual forbearance—by laying aside

national fends and parly differences, and by the uliion of all,—casting aside their dis-

tinctions, whilst they still hold fast to their principles—for the advancement of the

welfare of their common country, the land of the Maple Leaf! Nor do I know any
more appropriate words in which this supplication can be offered, than those, which
must be familiar to many whom I address, and in which I doubt not all will cordially

join—that " we may live in the f-jar of God, in dutiful allegiance to the Queen, and in

brotherly love and Christian charity each towards the other,"


