
JOHN McLOUGHLIN

Greene, Secretary, in which he writes : "1 believe 1 have
told you that Mr. McLoughlin and Mr. Pambrun were the 
only two professed Catholics among the gentlemen of the com­
pany with whom we have to do business.”

How, then, arc we to solve the difficulty raised by the "His­
torical Sketches of the Catholic Church in Oregon During the 
Past Forty Years," which the very editor of Marshall’s "Ac­
quisition of Oregon," Mr. C. B. Bagley, insists is the correct 
statement of McLoughlin’s religious belief, notwithstanding 
the letters of the missionaries which he himself quotes ?

It may be answered that the "Recollections” were written 
nearly forty years after the event in question, and the memory 
of the writer may easily have been at fault. Indeed, Blanchet 
gives two dates for the conversion. What is called McLough­
lin’s "first Communion" may have been merely his "first” 
Communion after many years of absence from the Sacraments. 
Finally there could not have been any question of abjuration 
or profession of faith in the case of McLoughlin, as he had not 
only never been out of the Church or spoken against it, but had 
constantly labored for it, had protected his Catholic dependents 
from being captured by Protestant proselyters, had established 
a school for their instruction, assembled them for divine ser­
vice on Sunday and taught them their catechism. As his wife 
was engaged in the same work with him, it is more than likely 
that he had made her a Catholic, if she was not one already. 
Moreover, the fact that he had always refused to accept the 
services of a Protestant minister to validate his marriage is a 
proof of his Catholicity. McLoughlin had been married in 
the only way possible for a Hudson Bay man living in the 
wilderness. He had made a public avowal of the marriage and 
had the contract recorded in the company's books. It was 
perfectly valid, and though he was importuned by the parsons, 
particularly by Reaver, the Anglican chaplain at Vancouver, 
to have the blessing of the Protestant Church, he refused, and 
in the altercation that ensued he struck the parson with his 
cane. He properly recognized that such a ministration could

313


