
8 14 Nicholas Nickleby
He had to pass a poor, mean burial ground—a dismal nlace

2^*^l.*li''' ^' **^^*^ ^*^ *^^^» °f^^« street rdjSSfrom It by a low parapet-wall and an iron rail ng: a^SS?unwholesome, rotten spot, where the very grass aid weS

nV^^
P

?!? ^l^?,' *"? ^'^^ ^^"'^'^ '^'ci'- roots in the grav^

hungry dens And here, in truth, the/lay, parted from thehvmg by a I.ttle earth and a board or tw^f^ay tSmSdose--corrupt.ng m body as they had in mind-a dense ^dsqualid crowd Here they lay, cheek by jowl with We nodeeper down than the feet of the throng that passedIhereeveor day, and piled high as their throats. Here they lay'

SifI^Xd^;?!"^
**' these dear departed brothers and sisTer. Sthe ruddy clergyman who did his task so speedily when thevwere hidden m the ground I

^ ^

antit f!T? ^^'t'^^P^ <^led to mind that he had been

hUft^J^^'
long before, on the body of a man who had cuthis throat; and that the man was buried in this olace He

could not tell how he came to recollect it no^fSe hS
Sat h. f'lr'^-

?*^ "^r^^^ought about him, or how it w^that he felt an mterest m the circumstance; but he did both •

and stopping, and clasping the iron railings with his hands

J^V¥''^y
m wondering which might be his grave.

nnS? n'f k"^^
thus engaged, there came toward! him, with

2S r i il "*?
and singing, some fellows full of drink.

^^^TthSl^^'^J'*'^ ^'" remonstrating with them andurging them to go home m quiet. They were in high good-

mT^-*"."* T ***
^J"*' * *^'^^' ^«^«n» hump-bfcked

S,7th^^ u 1*"?- ?' r'^ " 8^°^«^^"« fantastic figure,

^VtX bystanders laughed. Ralph himself was moved
to mirth and echoed the laugh of one who stood near andwho looked round m his face. When they had passed on!and he w^ left alone again, he resumed his speculation witha new kind of interest

; for he recollected thauhe last personwho had seen the suicide alive, had left him very merrC, and

A«.«r?L^. *?r '''^' ^"^ ^^ ^^ *>'h^ jurors had
UMNifht that, at the time.
H« could not fix upon the spot among such a heap of

r'M'W, but he conjured up a strong and vivid idea of theman hiUMelf and how he looked, and what had led him to do
It; aU of which he riecaUed with ease. By dint of dwelling


