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Boucassa Suggests a “Hold Up”
■Vi'ff _ 9 El *•'"

„ *n 5 lenStây article in the Devoir on the western resources question, 
Heart Bowwa displays entire Ignorance of tire grounds on which the 
ralrieproyiaçee.hnse t^eir claim. JATe Sells, at any rate, to deal with 

. ^DBWthfe now presented 6y these province» in support of their claim, 
gSg 6“e “r lepl or moral rirfti to what 

they *r*'de«>aâdlng, nnd, daally, he see# in the coming negotiations at
- £ tor m <*«»* mStiS ot the, government

te.;WHWff SÜÜ& Provtoces to agree, mt. a consideration tor the 
Lwi°«rc#egestion, that they will make concession* in 
far*, of U»«* neâ^rtadiÉ^Jn thee, provlacae in regard to the schools. 
H"c*use-t%e older SjfWrincesr hâve âlways poeeeesed thelr natural resources,
6J2! Mf\”oural,A 11 no Vet , reason why the western provinces should 
claim to be put in tie sene position 
•uniformity," he declares, 7is if the 
for the
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*Thee is „ no necessity for 
West want* Uniformity only 

„ , If he thought that Quebec was
not receiving some advantage, which all the other provinces were

7u0Uld be 018 ‘flrat t0 demand "qniformity-' in the matter. , 
pe telle the western people that t<ey have been.sharing,' along with 

the taxpayers of.the other provihces, i/ the profits obtained by the | 
Dominion from the natural r^cheefot thV country.1’ The double is- that ! 
svestern people are obtaining no benefit whatever front the "natural I 

h «7. h* ° »roT,nces, while the people of the latterirt obtaining I
^ïïïïru,:““n,^r"“ Mr >“»

Since the Dominion has always possessed the natural resources of 
the western provinces the latter have no right of any kind to demand 
possession of them, he argues, entirely ignoring the fact that when the 
Dominion retailed the resources of the Prairie Provinces it acted contrary 
io the established practice all over the British Dominions when a eelf-
f°7r”iDS' P™?nee °r etste ww "* °» And he also Ignores the fact 
that the western provinces are seriously handicapped because of the 
course which the Dominion government has followed. He tells u3 once 
"*? °1 tMW«“dous aacrlflce." made by the. Basffor the development 
of the West. He might have added that the Bast had a very great interest 
of its own liuihe settlement of the West, The talk Of “sacrifice11 as it it
were purely or largely for the benefit of the West Is all bunkum. --------

If the Quebec members of the Government were to view the resources 
question in the way Mr. Bourassa does, and especially if they were to 
accept his suggestion to use it as a lew to gain some advantage for 
French Canadians In regard to. the school#, # would be useless for the
:^,ern, >° proceed to Ottawa for the pending conference
Fortunately, there it reason to believe that such extreme view* will not 
be advanced by members of the government, though they may be heard in 
he debate in parliament. The western provinces are depending solely 

on the result of a fair and reasonable consideration of the 
representatives will present it.
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