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He’s not keeping it under hi

The place is the same. So is the man
behind the bench.

The uniforms look the same and even the
hat on the man behind the bench is the same.

But, as the man behind the bench will tell
you, things are different.

The man in the hat is Norm Dowdall,
currently the coach of the Mississauga midget
AA Reps, and formerly the coach of the former
Dixie Ventures, formerly of the Central On-
tario Junior B Hockey League.

This is Dowdall’s first year back in hockey
following a year's sabbatical enforced by new
career duties; But a change in job respol
sibilities has brought Dowdall back to

game he loves and could eventually lead huz/

back to junior hockey.
“Well, I wouldn't say I'm dying to get back
to junior hockey,” he says. ‘‘But I'm itching a
bit. I may get around to it.”
Translated from Dowdallese into English,
that means he's dying to get back to junior
hockey and will definitely get back to it.

Junior hockey will be the better for his
return, should it happen. Knowing Dowdall, it
probably will.

Dowdall left junior hockey in a blade of
glory, leading the surprising Ventures to third
place and into a crosstown semi- final against
the dreaded Streetsville Derbys.
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Ventures lost that series 3-1 and three
months later became hockey history when the
club folded because of a lack of funds. They
were also without a coach since Dowdall had
resigned after the playoffs.

But Ventures made quite a mark for
themselves in their two-year existence. After

an expected dismal first season, Ventures were

expected to have a dismal second season

Dowdall didn’t expect it and wouldn't let
his players expect it, either. Despite having to
listen to stories that Ventures were a farm
team for the Derbys, they battled the Street-
sville team all season and when the schedule
ended had finished one point ahead of the
highly-rated Derbys.

They did it with a bit of talent, with
players such as Russ Foster, Rob May, Bill
Shutt and Barry Carroll. But for the most part
they did it with desire and discipline instilled
in them by Dowdall.

They became so good that there were hints
they could beat their parent club, and then
moribund Dixie Beehives. Others hinted that
the Beehives best player played for the Ven-
tures, instead of the other way around.

Before Dowdall had whipped them into
shape most believe the Ventures would have

s hat

trouble making the playoffs.

Dowdall is doing a similar job with the
Reps this year. They're in second place, having
lost only four games.

While a record like that is pleasing to a
man like Dowdall, he’s not above planning for
blgger things.

I'm enjoymg this to a degree,’” he says.

As far as a return to junior hockey goes,
Dowdall may have te look no“urther than his
current home rink — Dixie Arena Gardens.
Junior B Beehives, successors to the Ventures,
are struggling and coach Scotty Watson is
something less than happy with the effort he’s
gotten from his players. He has hinted that he
won't be back

So there's a possibility that next year
the place could be the same, the uniforms the
same and the man in the hat behind the bench
the same

But it could be a different bench
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Neerlandia planning
on thinking young

Neerlandia Soccer Club
is planning to think young
in 1979.

The third division
Toronto Soccer Associa-
tion team is opening iIn-
door training on Sunday,
Jan. 7 at Applewood
Heights Secondary School
with the emphasis on
youth. Training starts at 10
a.m. and runs to noon.

Last year's coach Ron
Rimmer, who is hoping to
find a new coach for next
season, is planning to put
most of the younger
players on the third divi-
sion team. Most of the
older players would play in
an over-30 league.

“‘We want to encourage
the younger players,”
Rimmer says. It can be
discouraging to a young
player who's got to beat
out guys who've been on
the team for five years.’

Neerlandia will also be
thinking Holland this year,

August, playing in an in-
ternational _tournament

Need Automobile Insurance?
againgt leams from attend Sunday's training

England, Spaif, \Belglum or call club president Bert ONTARIO MOT“RIST
Holland r;'* France Gardner at 656-5829 |Nsu RAN cE co
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' PORT CREDIT'S

Anyone interested in
trying out for the team can

““The Insurance Specialist”
Talk to
Cindy Claudino,
a qualified
representative
of OMIC
for this area

OMIC. an auto In
surance specialist, is a
subsidiary of the On-
tario Motor League, so
you can always count
on qualified. experienc-
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PHONE 275-2501
ONTARIO MOTORIST INSURANCE CO.

O -

DEALER OF
DISTINCTION

TERRY IS

READY TO
START THE
NEW YEAR
RIGHT!!

He's putting s experence '
mennlpllhl.‘u

TERRY o'mn}. “ 278-3365

NEW AND USED CARS
TRUCKS . . . AND LEASING TOO.
The club will spend two

121 LAKESHORE RD. W.
weeks in Holland in —_
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"5 Piece Place Settings .
Regular $30”

33 City Centre Drive,
Mississauge

PSST...PASS IT ONIT'S GARVEY & WILLMOTT'S

Cambridge. Country Squire. Warren K Cook T
Reg from $225. to $480
Sale Priced from $180. to $368

No charge for alterations
West of England & Crombie 10
plains and tweeds
Reg trom $185 lo $27%5
Sale Priced $148. to $220
S Good selection of plans and
patterns including Harris
Tweed Sale Priced from $116.

MADE TO
MEASURE

20% SAVINGS

SLACKS
& MORE

Stainless

Quality stainless has the weight
balance and feel to satisty
the most discnminating

Save »* 35%

Good selection of imported
fabrics, taslored by Canada s
leading mahkers ncluding
Cambridge & Warren K Cook
Sale priced from $27% 2 Pece

GROUP 1
SMMW\'

GROUP 2
5 Piece Place Setting
Reguter $26.00

o Y128 v *16%0
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o FINE TABLEWARE © BEAUTFUL Q¥ TS
330 LAKESHORE RO. !Al' (EAST OF TRAFALGAR RO )

TELEPHONE OROGAS ACCEPTED S e 2 P THE®

Patterned slacks by
Riviera, Ketthmoor and Nash
n an assortment of sizes

Reg to $55 32688 ¥
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Sale Priced ai

SHERWAY GARDENS
£ TOBICOKE
621-3172

183 LAKESHORE RD
DOWNTOWN OAKVILLE
$45-8911

BURLINGTON MALL
BURLINGTON
639-6165

SQUARE 1
MISSISSAUGA
270-9755
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