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Power struggles within Chile’s junta

by Alan Christensen

Many of the recent events in
Chile, including the apparent
crackdown on dissent, have
centred around a power strug-
gle between various factions
in the governing military junta.
According to Latin America
Weekly Report, the main battle
appears to be between two

groups; the aperturistas wic
favor a quick return to civilian
rule, and the duras whe favor a
prolonged military rule.

Three years ago General
Contraras, the commander of
the secret policy (The DINA)
and said to be a dura leader,
fell from power amidst the
Orlando Letelier scandal. As
well, DINA, which had received
an international reputation for
brutality was abolished. Many
took this as an indication that
Chile might finally be moving
towards a more democratic
society. However, DINA was
soon replaced by Central Na-
cional de Informaciones (CNI)
and General Contreras con-
tinued to work behind the
scenes.

Things flared up again last
spring with the assassination
of Col. Vergara Campos, a
leader of the military in-
telligence. The Movimento de
lzquierda Revolucionario
(MIR), an opposition group
that advocates fighting the
junta by violent means, was
immediately blamed for the
killing. However, much of the
evidence surrounding the
murder was destroyed by the
intelligence officers in-
vestigating his death. The in-
telligence service was accus-
ed of “bungling” the matter
and nobody was ever officially
charged with the murder.
Several officials also pointed
out that the assassination was
not MIR's style. It might ap-
pear then that Vergara Cam-
pos, a known aperturista sym-
pathizer, was a victim of an in-
ternal power struggle.

Whatever the case, the
death of Vergara Campos was
used as an excuse for a
crackdown on internal opposi-
tion. Another consequence of
the murder was the formation
of Comando Vengadores de
Martires (Covema), a right-
wing terrorist group whose
declared purpose was to
avenge the Colonel's death.

Thev kidnapped and tortured
many dissidenis during the
summer. Augusto Pinochet,
the leader of the junta and
President of Chile, denied any
government involvement in
Covema but the tactics of
Covema were suspiciously
similar to those of the juntas
of Argentina and Brazil.

In July General Odlanier
Mena, an aperturista, was suc-
ceeded as head of the CNI by
General Humbarto Gordon, a
dura. One of Gordon’'s first
acts was to extend the length
of time a detainee can be held
without charges from the
previous five days to twenty
days. There were also increas-
ed reports of torture during the
month following Gordon’s ap-
pointment.

Later in the summer several
members of the civilian police
were arrested in connection
with the Covema kidnappings.
These were the same people
who were at the time in the
middle of investigating possi-
ble tax fraud involving General
Contreras and a trading com-
pany. Observers said however,
that these officers did not
seem to have motive enough
to take that kind of action.

Pinochet surprised the
country in September by an-
nouncing a referendum to
ratify a new constitution
which leaves Pinochet and the
junta in power until 1997. On
September 12 the constitution
was ratified by a 2-1 margin.
During the referendum,
however, the government was
left in charge of all polling sta-
tions and of the counting of

ballots. Although there was no
obvious intimidation of voters
by the military there seems to
be a wide evidence of fraud.
All abstentions were counted
as “yes" votes and many
known opposition strongholds
came out in favor of the “yes.”
In Santiago voters were
cleared from the station for 1/2
hour and after they returned
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the ballot boxes had already
bean opened. At another sta-
tion a TV crew filming the
count was ordered to stop
when the “no’s” were leading.
“Yes” won the poll by 2-1.
The duras have thus seemed
to gained Pinochet’'s ear and
the military is apparently plan-
ning for a long stay in power.
Many now suspect that there
will be a renewed campaign to
eliminate dissent and ‘‘close
the space” opened by the
referendum campaign.
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“Several of them were beating José Miguel l

Benado,; they applied electricity all over his body; |
could hear dogs which were being set upon him; | also
heard them saying that they were going to put a stick
into his anus; then | heard a heart-rending scream.”

Claire Frances Wilson, July, 1980

Testimonials

“This time, they applied electricity to both my
breasts, especially the right one, first around the side
and then on the nipples. They went on applying the cur-
rent to my abdomen and navel; then on the external
part of my genitals and in my groin, while burning me
with cigarettes in the pubic area.”

Ines Angelica Diaz Tapia, May, 1980

“Afterwards he was stripped completely naked
and left sitting tied to a chair. He was given electric
shocks in his testicles by two agents. During the inter-
rogation he was repeatedly beaten about the head and
chest and given electric shocks. The questions were
directed at finding out what his connection was with
the Bishop, if he was a friend of Father and
about his relationship with other members of the
church.”

unidentified, May, 1980

“I remember that at about 3 o’clock in the morning
Eduardo was moaning a lot and the guards, who had
drunk quite a lot of alcohol, reacted in a violent manner
and kicked him. He did not complain and went on ask-
ing for water and help. Then one of the guards said to
the other “What we should do is give him a good bang
on the head and then he’s certain not to disturb anyone
for a good while.” When Eduardo next said something,
one of the guards treated him to a tremendous blow on
the head with what | think must have been a stick. After
that sharp biow, Eduardo remained dazed. ..l think
that that blow that they gave him could have caused
the injuries that led to his death.”

Cecilia Alzamora, July 1980

(The following testimonials were presented to Amnesty
International and other Human Rights organizations).
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