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aslook4 forwa. oCfSM fbe
repatcW averise an wevebeebiled rte

expect thar lt was goingtJ)esomethiht&
special.

50 d o t waS. Jr was the most
disappointinig night of opera Ive suffered
in thé last dred. yeart.,Jt was vacaly
unexciting, dra*WaYidily Wefk, ai dral
aredlously almost till midn . li, bywhic
tine;a coniderable proportion of the
audiece halid already .le t.l1stood at the
Main, Entrance, watching ýthem ieaving in
dro«vos ai the end of Act III. What wu s 5
wro awit*i Carmen that k rnàde so many
abatidon their expensive séats?

'JDavîdsoîý WC weeetold, haï surig
thee more than two handred'times..
That's just how she came across an
Thiiâsdynatht.,She is supposd t excite -
ro Sase - torfu iarec,î-nI found her 411
and ttally ladin indIar« imaNodUtI1
was sppiled by soeimg Canadian, Hugherre
Tourangeau, sans he 'sam e i n the
Syd" eOpera tioue a few years ago.I1
don't l know what -was wrong with Joy
Davidson, but at rimes - notably in the
famodÔt phrases"'amour - L'amour" - 1
couidn't even bear ber.

OrNer menribers of ýbe audience
that li spake ta bhad the saine reacrion. Ir
didn'ti belp when overexcired membéers of
the ciorus soed in front of het *hile she-
was S ngng.

The s«cond. drawback of Tbursday
niht>r'~prformance was Jan Fredric
Wese'psDn Jose. The'role as'demanding

l4oth dramifficelly and vacalty. It was sun
idequteiy,* but nor unril the last acr did we

a""àese of the hopelessness arnd
irres that drives Dcin jose ta kcilt,

Cirien.Apin; this was a rolt nat iefrms
abdience dsapoinred. :-,. .. 1

No performance cao sucoeed wben aits
twncpals are ao ineffikpaL Michele

:B<W Zfýeromcd creclinabl in the
Y flS;role of mscnla,&Md

capewd ateMlinaawinhde power of a fine

but dtrnang, and Boris Martinovich
fified iw ver:weUl.

Som eof tkwbest work wisddne inthe
.eràiemban&, aGcasnaily by the chorus.
The ý s#1er, ail sang and acted exoe-

Mercedes was superb: wby "wssn t 'she
iao*ed ta Sin Carmen, as sheibas dome
eisewliere? ti Marie )Praser's Frssquita
wag aJW excellent: tbis was a vaice that
thïilled me, ami ane thar I hope ta hear
again. Lary Ilenson ami Ross Tbomnpson, as
sffuggders, were enjoyable ta watch and ta
listen ta. Dunan Paterson ami the anher,
memibers of the boys' chorus sang and adied
ecergeicall, ga afinal worda ofpraise
musn be gaven ta the orchestra: the
entr'4ctes were played ravishingJi, ami
arber Vork was almosr flawless.Th fine
work l*re staad out in what wàs onherwise
a dulamW nediau rduction.

Sd the EOA basdone wbat seemnd
impassible: ir bai managed ta mae a mess
p a Gwien. The best thirng that could
hâPpe4 ta this production would We ta
rep acethe two principaswi peuple who
are adequgte in the ros Next rame, EGA,
try ancfind a ero and eroDinewho ook as
if rhey might caoeivably fait in love. The
love àSceies -w=eremabarassingly awful:
ndubby mSn do not look sexy in tigh black
pants. and the soe inl whicb DonJase iay
asteide Carmen was grass in the extreme.

.Second, try ami find people who can
suis pare powerily. 0f the major rotes,
onlyr Micaelaand Escamillo came anywbere
near çxpectatîis

.Thiwd, char the stage of ail the
donkeys,boises, carts aiodier'paraher-
neig;, they don'r mate up for .n .fret
imn ami the cap hanwas knodted off
tMa, iaennActrHIliay at Donjose's feet for

lie Nylons, sinagian di.sm èaàét piort mg i ebig tni..

TheNylons

review by Geoffrey Jackson
1 went tu Sme the Nylons Last Friday

night expectipg ta seeca group of singera do
so-éodýsongs. I> was, veity pleasaniy

surprised by the polished and enrrann
shwthey put on. The Nylons are non just

some white dcles of the Platters, theyar
fine perfarmers of musical theatre.

.Insread of jusr running rhrough the
otd favaurines rbey turned each number
inra a srory. The'fine production of the
showaccented nuis efkec. The first hall of
the show was dace on a set depicting
mWnown arorefronts andgrim emers
This àuggested their humnble beginnings.
The second hall of the show moved no a
glossy hih-h set depicting a futurâirc
skyline. The econnection ta their benter
fortunes was obviaus.

The point bite as than; the Nylons
come across mare like four quainy per-
formners'acing the pàrt of rags ta richessing.g tar, Everything rhey do lu filled
swiua ' hpirited sense of camp, camp at
its best. bhey neyer rake thernselves toa
seriousiy. At ane point rhey even wenn so
fat, as to do a boogie version of "Flighn af
the Bwnblebee"wbile wearigridîcuou
bee costumes.

Muslcally the show was fine. T1%ese
men have obviousty put a lot af dedik&oed
work inro the songs. The. singing Id
voiced amicoenfiden4 the pich it aIwt"
dead on, ami the entais i..dctiffs sbaap
'ami cean. Their miateriat was an eîxçer-
taining maxture of olad mow» whs
Snnon# acefton nostalia. They Àd i n'
especialiy fine job on 1»«e Poim M Nmber

happned t ea ikn baa iidý,

view af another area where theM
have putn weli-spent effort. Ti.hé:,1¶aWmi
meticulously dome. Their Sound mnas wis
constandly adding «cho and ttinig it away<

ajmthç blance foi every numwber.
Coniderm how morxasonous à * d
voices can e, it was Sup . . hw
rnucb variety of mouid tey àemaleta,
obtain.

The audience ioved them4gMving nem
a well déserved Standing oton. It wus a,
esrening of irsnd musical deate. I1diÎ"i
thatthd aapge ss othe Nylooe
would be toa mve ta evenmore dram.ý in
their shows. Perba ps- dxy sbould eiMu
consider morne sort of nisical revue*,i'n the.
Broadwayi style. They oertainly have ýthé,
style ami panache ta pull off that sOt of
material..
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GALLERIESÏ
BFÀ (Bachelor of Fine Ars) Exhibition;
SUB Art Galle Thudy April 1iccoApril
19; AdmissionUri.

See this exhibit ami jucge for yourself
Sif these budding artistes realty deserve ta
gen their diges.

Tom Puxton-, SUD Theatre Saturdy
Z A il3; 8:00 P.m.,, tickets st SUB and.

A veeran folitie Who bas been around
an least as -long as Bob Zinumerman. 1Ionly
beard one sont of bis set last pmea athe

Edmnto PolkFestival - a nifry, njpical
number about the Abscamn scandai or
something whlch bad tue audienc
lanhered up in no rime fiat - so l'il.

cautiously wager thar the oncert will be a
gond are.

St. Cecilas Orche Smr with Fordce Pier,
TrumpetSoloist; Convocation Hal;8:00
p.m.; admission free.

The pragram includes Conscrtno for
Tt*rmPet, Piino ansd String Orchestra by
Amiire Jolivet~, Brahms' Tnsgwc Overtaro,
Sibelius' 1issLni, and a suite froni
Prokofiev's Romoand Jis.

READINGS AND SPEAKERS,
John Pa"~; Humaninies AVL-3; Thursay'
April 1, 12:30 Noon; frieadission.

The press rqlSese8spyos Ps , omeof
the amsaccomple lre pais aofbis
geceration." r'fIt. em.ta mej bave bien
readlngm>r.ise titdis ail r'lu deSfiait

genii in aout wold y?. î utbrn
.akchough fêt al 1 kppw Pass -may bu ane of
dhe few.

Oh~, yes: de pree re lease also conramns
de de dgmr rtypo - subtly" ;pelled..subtlely." J.A&
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