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THE conductor of the MendelssohnChoir and the most eminent choral,
'Tconductor in America was born in

Washington, near Elmira, in the
Germian-Canadian cotunty of Waterloo, Ont.,
w,ýhere almyost as sooni as he was able to talk
he gave evidence of great musical talent. As
a lad he played a church organ in Berlin.
Whien a mere boy hie went to Boston to study
music. Returning to Canada hie wenit to St.
Thomas, Ont., as organist and choirmaster
of the First Methodist Church there. Then
hie went to Germany; not having as yet any
ambition to organise a Mendelssohn Choir.
In Leipsic hie studied keenly everything in a
musical way hie could get bis hands on; for
hie expected to do some big work in Canada
-just what he scarcely knew till hie heard
the St. Thomas Kirche Choir in Leipsic and
decided that if anything hie would prefer to
reproduce with Canadiani voices som-e of the
exquisite effects heard in the Kirche. He
came back to Canada without any particular
prospect as to a situation;, except that while
hie was on board ship a mniber of the Jarvis
Street Baptist music coinmittee iii Toronto
designated hini as the best available man to
take the organ and choir in that church.
When hie arrived in Toronto the position
was offered him. He took it and went also
into conjunction with Dr. Torrington in the
College of Music. His work in the Jarvis
Street Choir was the miost beautifuil un-
accompanied work ever done in Canada and
it laid the real fouindation for the present
Mendelssohn Choir which, organised in 1894,
hias been for some years setting the pace for
ail American choral societies for ail kinds of
choral work froni the simplest madrigal to
the profoundest work of a Brahms, a
Beethoven or a Gabriel Pierne. The

of sheermusic promotion in Canada or the
Empire that Dr. Harriss would flot attempt.

Oe of the leaders in the Winnipeg
musical world is Mr. Fred Warrington, who
is the conductor of the choral society there
and who bas been the pioneer in 'really
modern musical work in the wheat city. Mr.
'Warri nrgtoni was known for many years as
the leading Canadian baritone. That 'was
during his residence in Toronto, where for
mnany years hie was leader of he Sherbourne
Street Methodist choir. In the old Phil-
harnionic days under Dr. Torrington hie dis-
tinguished hiniself hy taking at a day's notice
the difficult solo part in ani oratorio assigned
to a Un~ited States baritone who failed to
arrive. After Ieaving Toronto hie went to
Detroit, where for some years he did vocal
teaching both there and across the border.
But in Winniipeg hie is doing a wýork which
in the east hie would have missed altogether
-and did it after middle age.

Dr. Edward Fisher is the most capable
mnusical administrator in Canada. Some say
that hie is more of a busiriess man and anl
organiser than a musicîan-which is, how-
ever, not the case. Dr. Fisher bias got to
where he is as the head of the largest musi-
cal school in Canada and one of the very
largest in America primarily because hie is
a musician. He came to Canada from New
England; about thirty years ago-first as a
private teacher and as organist'of St. An-
drew's on King Street, where on a memnor-
able Suinday morning the present editor of
the Globe, then a country preacher and a
"theolog" down to Toronto for a Knox Col-
lege exam., heard in one service his firstr
"heretie," Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, and his
first "kist o' whustles" played b>' Dr. Fisher.
It was oxilv after some years of teaching and
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