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The ganvbler was aýpp«rentIy not will-
ing, for, thougli it is possible lie would
have found it advLswble to play an hon-
est game across the frontier, lie hadl
evidently surmised that there was less
riek -of detection among the Canadian
farmars. Hie prebably knew they would
not wait long for hie consent, but ini
the first stages of the altercation it is
not as a rule inenperably dilfficuit for a
fearless anan to hold has own against
an indignant conmpany who have no de-
finita notion of what they mean to do,
and it was to cover his ratreat he turned
to Withae.

"And who the -- are you Y" lie
asked.

Wlfithama smiled grimly. "I guese you
have heard of me. Anyway, t 'here are
a good many places in Montana whera
ýthey lcnow Lance Courthorne. Quite
sure 1 know a straiglit game whan 1
ses t!'

The mans res-istanca vanished, but
hae had evidently bean tauglit the ne-
cessity of making the hast of dafeat in
hi% profession, and lie laughed as lie
swept his glance round at the angry
faces turnad upon hlm.

"If you don't there's nobody does,"
lie said. "Stili, as you'va got my pistol
and 'most dislocated my wrist, the
least You cau do is to gat a partnar out
of this.",

There was an ominous murmur, and
the lad's face showed livid with fury
and humiliation, but Witham turned
quietly to the hotel-keeper.

eyou will take this mnan with you
into yor side room and stop with hien
thiere, i said. "Dana, give him the
bills. The test of you. had better sit
down liera and make a list of your
basses, and you'll get wliatever the fl-
low has upon him divided auiongst you.
Thenl, becausa I ask you, and you'd
have had nothing but for me, you'll put
hlmi in his waggon and turn hlm out
quietly upon the prairie.»

«Tliat' aense, and we don't want no
circus liere,"1 said somebody.

A few voices were Taised in PrOteet,
but when it bacame evident tbat ona
or two of the eompauy ware înclinedl to
adopt more draconie measures, Dane
epoke quÎetly and'foreiby ndwsls
tened to. Thon Witbam reached out
aud grasped the shoulder of the Eng-
liFli lad, who made the laet atternpt to
rouse bie coxupanionq.

'ILet them alone, Ferris, and corne
along. You'll gat most Of wliat You
Inst back to-mO<rroW,. and we'Te go0iug
to tak'e you home." lie said.

Ferriq«tuirnei iipon hlm, hoarse with

passion, 111ushabd iu face, ami swaylng a
trifle on bie feet, while William no-
tii'ed thagt bha drew one arm back.

'<Whbo are yon to lay hll&d on a gen-
tleman- b"le ased. "Týeep your dis-
tance. I'm gyolmt to stay bere, and, if
T'd have bal rny weý,. we'd have kiekel
vol, out of Silverdale."
.Witham dropped hie hand, but next

moment the ornemePnt of a distin-
£nui-ela fRmilv wseq ýe;j7ed bv the neclc,
and the fariner glaneed alt Dane.

IlWe've bal enonzh of titis fOOling.
and haell ha gratefull to me to-moirroiW,"
lie sald.

Titan hie captive wetrtresisting
itenuos. Ont of the roomf, and witli
Thane'R qssistance eonveyed to the' wait-
ing wgninto wirlic-e wras flung, al-
Mfflt speheewith 1in$geY1tioii.

MNow." said Dian', quietly, Iyou've
given us a good de ;l inore trouble tliar
Yeu're wortb, Terrie. andi f you attempt
fin get ont azain, l'il breaký your bi
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