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IN THE PUBLIC EYE

M R. TARTiE has gone, and Mr.
Tarte was a typiîl Canadiani
in many ways. A Frenchi-
Canadian is usually more

typical of lis country than a descend-
ant of any other race could be. He
wanted to be in the public eye a great
deal, and Canadians would sooner be
talked of 'than to amass wealth and
pass unnoticed. He, lad faîtli in the
young nation and, wanted to do things
for the public rather than for himself ;
this also is somewhat cliaracteristic.
Hie was a prodigious worker and de-
cidedly daring-two featui'es which are
mlore' typical of North America than
of E urope. Further, he was reckless
of lis strengtli and health, and thiÎs,
alas, is' also typical of this continent,

The late Hon. J. 1. Tarte. The Conservatives 'accused the
Laurier Government, when Mr. Tarte

was a memlber of it, of being extravagant. The estimates for the year
foresliadowed increased expenditures. It was then that Mr. Tarte,
tittered that historical phrase., "Just wait tili you see us next yeatx"
To1 a great extent this also is typical of Canada in the presenit stage of
hier development. If our cities and our public undertakings and our
pýrivate businesses show great expansion this year, we take it to be but
our just reward and we exclaim, "Wait until you see us next yýear."

Mr. Tarte was a great journalist, a greater journalist than a
politician. Hie talked too much and had not quite enough of the
solidity which should cliaracterise a great administrator. When lie
wrote lie wAas at lis best. Hie was illuminating, graceful and forcefuil.
ilis sentences were short and pregnant. His work was far above the
level of high-class mediocrity which is so prevalent in Canadian
newspaperdom. Hie made "La Patrie"; lie created it. To-day it is
second among the Frenchi dailies ai-d ranks high in the list whîch
includes ail Canadiani journals with an influence. His passing is a

It was 'the I03rd anniversary of Howe's birthday and it was fitting
that it sliould be celebrated in that portion of Canada which Howe
saw only in bis imagination, but whose greatness lie accurately
foretold.

Mr. Cecil Doutre, superintendent of the Government wireless
service, expects that the five lBritish Columbia stations will be in
working order by the fifteentli of january.

The battie for Centre Y*ork lias been highly interesting, affording
a holiday attraction whici lias kept local politicians on the qui vive.
Hon. William Paterson, whose robust basso is always impressive
among Government speakers, clo'sed the Liberal campaign at Mimico
with a thunderous kurst of sucli eloquence as the record of the last
decade inspired. Hon. G. E. Foster and Mr. R. R. Gamey liad spoken
in the same hall a few evenings before the appearance of the Minister
of Customs and Mr. Paterson devoted mucli energy to an attempt
to turn the tables of figures whicli these gentlemen liad presented.
Tliere is nothing to agitate eitlier side in an appeal for popular favour
and only an inveterate politician can work up political loyalty in
Christmas week. Mr. Archibald. Campbell, wlio lias 'retired to the
classic repose of the Senate, was a man of decîded local popularity and
knew his ground witli a tliorougliness which few candidates achieve.
The niame of Wallace was a mniglity one in York in the old days but
,it can hardly perform, conjuring feats. Mr. Foster's activity lias been
remarkable, his speeches being cliaracterised witli the incisive vigour
and critical keenness whicli render liim one of our most formidable
public debaters.

Mr. M. B. Davis, of Montreal, lias been tellîng the public of the
excellent resuits which will flow from the new Canadian treaty with
F-rance. Mr. Davis, thýougli only. forty-three years of age, may be
said to share witli Sir William Macdonald the lionour of being termed
"The Tobacco King." Hie is president of the Empire Tobacco Com-
pany and tlie Amnerican Tobacco Company, a director of thie B. Houde
Company whicli is the largest manufacturer of cut tobacco in Canada,
and occupies other important commercial positions. He is also a
director of the Union Bank. Mr. Davis lias been the architect of lis
own fortunes and lis wealth is of lis own creation.


