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The stamp cf approval that
over 5,000,000 satisfied usea
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His face again grew veryv white, and
ho became au wea.k that it seemed as
if death was near at band.. The doctor,
wbo at that moment arrived, stepped
briskly te bis bedaide, whIile Duggan,
spurred on by the fear cf louing bis
joý>, hurried off to find McSiiea.-At the
'toot of the. long- aeriiei of stairways ho
met the prieat.

Duggan foumd the district leader in a
saloon ou the. Bowery, below the roczns
of the politiealI club of 'the district.
With a great deal of trepidation, for
h. had alwwas, held thea great man in
dwe, b. stepped up t. hlm. "'Toomey's
dying, and he's made this wili," he
blurted out.

McShea, réaning againat thé bar, slow-
]Y read the paper that Duggan ner-
vouely poked up into bis face, and then
louked bock a.t Duggan wiïà much of
dubiety. MeShea was very atout, with
grizzled hair, dieep-set eyea, buibous
nose, and llrm lips. Hia face at firat
sigbt seemed -ordinary, but a second
glane. showed that it expressed capae-
ituy of an unusual order, and you b,-
gan t. realize how it was that he had
been ablu t. hoid the position of dis-
trict leader ini his asaembly district for
nearly tbirty vears.

For a district leader, to b. sucesa
fui, muet b. a man of deternânation
and ability funi cf tact and resource-
fuineas. HIs tiiin he hated* bis clan, and
bis clan Zs composed cf every voter
of bis party in the district. Ho sfeos
to it that> his tribesmen bave their ful
proportion cf city jobs, both tranaient
anne the mnore Permanent character.

jwere times when, cootrary to Ida usual
Ihabit of d.ciding alonq, ho'ehç>e, to
Isubmit questions to Ida8 tetaijiersi and
the mtter Cof Tocnys job. he feit to b,a fitting one for such a. aubanision.
He amiled grimly as b. loîted'tho angry
clcuding of theaive countenaceos. , ug-
gan weakly told the barkeePer te "ask
tho gentlemen whati they would have,"
but tljis time they ail refused to drink,
and aoowled upoi hm in.a daM*ing
icircle.

"We heard that Toomey migt de,"
saad MeShea, "and there are fcrty-twO
members of the club who are ap)? cnt
for hie job."

"And each of us in a mnan au bas paid
hie due& square up," put in one cf thie
men.

been out. of work," prote»t.d fluggtn,
«'and 1'11 pay Up ail my back dues out
of my firat month'e Pay.

The circle sniffed. "Whn. yon get
the job," said one. Tir a irci, lhaughed,
and ?Duggan flushed with mortification.
MeShea looked on, judicially contempla.
tive. "Whon's Toomey likely to die?"
ho asked.
."The doctor says to-nmght'll be thie

les-that 116>11sure go before âmcm.
ing," replied Diuggan. "And tba4', why
ho wanted me t9 aes yenu t opp bqu*
lýi@ j'ob."J«"That'm bail," uatd -Mq8Çb ess. "1>O O
fellowl I didn't mcvho wa* quit. so
sick as ihat. l'il go UP and sa» hlm

aothim job-» i> ug
g9" &PaMI persitently.

southdwn sSe
For instance, when a big otel burpie
down, and many lives are loot, aud tbe
city pute hundreds of laborers at work
clearmg the. ruina itheii search for bod-
ies, each district leader in the city-

if h& m th 1 ry i chrgeof the,
men o > is district to the. contractor,
and the contractor must fairly balance
the dlaims of alI, or else ho jesmure te
obtain no furtiier jobs f rom tbe city.

Whou a voter is sick, the district
leader is expected to see to it that he
is cared for. Wben the voter is in need,
hie need must ho relieved, or else an
order must b. obtained, transferring the
sufferer te tth. almsbouse or a public
hospital. The head of the district clan
haa ail the, responaibilities of a tribal
chief. And for the many benefita, se-
tual and potential, of which he stands
as the source, h. expects an unques-
tiuning return. The men muet votm
right at ei-ery élection, and tiios, 'Nyho
aim to get the most benefits must keep
up their membersbip in the, local politi-
cal club.

MeShea looked at Duggan doubtfully.
H.e set bis glass down, and it stood in
a beery.ring. He slowly wiped bis lips
on the. towel that hung benoath the
bar. Severai membera of the district
club, wbo hmd been sitting at dingy
tables, lounged forward. They ca.st hos-
tile glances at Duggan, who nervously
asked them aIl to drink. They prompt-
ly did se, and then, putting thoir glasses
down in five beery rings, a.nd wiping
five moutha on the hanging towels, re-
sumed their hoetile looka.

"Duggan wanta Toomey's place. You've
al heard he's very sick. Well, Too-
mev's wilied bis job to DiuLgan," said
McShea, in curt explanation. There

Tii, disrect leader'a patieno, g'veway. H. hsd been somwiiat embar-
raaaed by the. forty-two applieations,
and the. duflculty of deeidiag so as te
make nu enemios, snd 11e vas rulliy
annoyed that thia vil mbhould fuetier
complicate the. situation. Re knew
that many would bolieve that Tony'a
Issi will sbould be roapected, and h. aiso
knew that there would b, inevitable dis-
satisfaction should the, desirable job be
given to Duggan, wbe had beon dereliet
witiibis membership snd dues. Re
turned on Duggan sharply.ciWqhy didn't you apply te tth. Presi-
dent? Don't you know this la s job

in the, United States Custom-house?
What bave 1 got te do with iJ4 do yen

Duggsn looked at hum, open-mouthed.",CYou're the district leader, and-and
Toomey always said--I

Still more irritated, MéShea inter-
rupted hua. "And don't yao know tlist
at least the, Collecter of Custome is the
head of bis own -dêpartment here, and
that he's got ail the, eay in such mat-
ters? in the district leader? Yts!But what bave I got t. do with ail yenfellows, except to keep track of yourmeetings and the way you vote? De
yeu expect me te set tle every question
that cornes up? Take that vil to the
Coilector, and sec if hell give you the
job!"

Duggan's rmeuth was open vider than
ev er, andth jaws of the other five aisedropped. The idea, tins propounded by
their leader, awved themn.Tbey ex-
ehanged glanees of dumb amazement,

ade'r an spat soîemnîy inte tthe
big Wooden cuspidore. Duggan vasthflrst te reeover hiinself. "Ah, you're
just guyin' us! Tlîcre's nobody biggeeni


