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Written for The Western Home Monthly by H. Mortimer Batten

The Story ofoa Wolf that Lived

PRING comes' quickly in the ward, eight or nine atoms of wolfish
valley of the Silvertrail—or cubhood would come into existence, and
rather winter lingers till the Starlight and the dam, fondly imagining
warmth of the northward that the coming of their babies brought
journeying sun compels its a truce with man, would pass fearlessly
quick release. One day a blizzard to and from the canyon in quest of the
sweeps the landscape; and the wooded wherewithal to supply their hungry
valleys are SO lone a.nd.cold that even brood.
the chicadees have nothing to say, but  Well’s hunting now took on a different
the next blue birds sing in the thickets form.. All winter he had carried a rifle
and a vast assortment of buzzil_lg and and generally he had betrayed hi self
piping insect life creeps into existence. from afar by the things he carried over
1t is a kindly mantle, this long linger- his shoulder. The wolves had watched
ing SNOW, for beneath it the spring his coming and going, the coyotes had
flowers bud and mature, secure from yapped derision at him from the nearby
wind and frost, so that when in an hour buttes so long as there were any of
it is gone, the slopes are starred with them left to yap, but with the coming
flowers. of the warm still days of spring Wells

But to the woodland folk the snow is became, from all appcarances, a shiftless
no friend. It tells too clearly the tale idler of the hills. Sometimes he would
of their coming and going, betraying lie for hours in the sun, smoking un-
their most closely guarded secrets to limited Blackjack, then he would
the deadliest of their foes, and though a wander slowly off to his eayuse, mount
few of them have learnt a limited num- and jog away, and any coyote or wolf
ber of tricks whereby to break or deaden watching him would say to its mate:
the scent trail, none have as yet aspired “There goes that drunken, loafing cow-
to the knowledge that these same tracks boy! Let’s yap at him again!”  But
are worthless when the snow is on the Wells was watching—watching, and

ound. . many things he came to know.

Thus the snows of that winter had  Firstly he learnt that Starlight’s mate
proved fatal to most of the wolves and hopped on three legs every few paces,
coyotes of the Silvertrail, for Wolver which meant that she had once been in
Wells was a hard and remorseless g trap, so that he knew it would be of

drew not only the government bounty wolf was bob-tailed, and since rumor
of ten dollars per wolf and five dollars ggserted that it was a bob-tailed wolf
per coyote, but the ranchers had supple- that had been Starlight’s second in com-
mented these rewards and kept the mand since the raids began, he knew
wolver provided in all the necessary her to be a wolf as clever as her lord,
gear for his occupation. Now, with the for with him she had survived when the
coming of spring, the wolver’s harvest rest had perished. As for the big black
was ended, and he would have packed  wolf —Wells saw him but once. The
out to his home in Colorado had it not trapper was ambling towards his cayuse
been for one .consnderable inducement to gfter a long and fruitless watch, when
stay. T_hat_mducemer.nt took form and hjs quick eyes caught two large black
personality in the existence of a huge points and a rounded scalp peering over
black wolf ’whlch all winter had foiled 3 peighboring ridge. Then he knew that
the trapper’s efforts, and scattered dust Starlight had been watching him, and at
and ashes on his choicest sets. once the man became absorbed in a
The black wolf of the Silvertrail was pursuit of his half-forgotten boyhood.
well known to the punchers of the He began to pick flowers, picking and
range, who had named him Starlight on zig-zagging here and there and whistling
account of his alleged likeness to a black a careless air as he went. It mattered
malamute famous the previous winter not that there were no flowers to pick,
as the winner of the great Alaska sled nothing but pebbles and the thorny
race, for i!; was this wolf that had led cacti, for the general trend of the
and organized "the many sheep. raids wolver’s going was towards the wolf, and
which resulted in the establishment of his right hand lay on the stock of the,
Wolver Wells. And now the - ranch heavy automatic at his belt, with which
owners, hearing that the black wolf was he was a dead sure shot at a most as-
stflll free, ordered Wells to remain at tounding range.
his own terms till he had rid the country Soon, too soon, the big wolf turned
Othli"s pest. o into the mouth of the canyon, and there
ere was w'lsdom in Fh.xs, for w-hen & rumbled from the rocky depths such a
wolf ot: exceptional abilities remains in thynder of hatred that even Wells
possession of its range, it will draw to paused and wondered.
that range other wolves to hunt in con- It was not an ordinary wolf challenge
Rk, IO o il e the offspring of that, uttered half in xzmace half in
an exceptional wolf, if it be left to breed, ' % 5 "t a full-throated bristli
e R
rent guide. us, though Wells had L hi = 4
done his work well in exte%minating the Moout on fhelrfest of fthﬁ hills b“}:‘ this 18
whole of Starlight’s followers, he had MY range: you ,,,O o e IGES U
failed in the one essential feature of his do so at your peril!
To the trapper it explained why the

quest, for the leader of the pirates, the
brain and organizer of those bloody she-wolf had left no tracks on the creek

nightly raids, was still at large, and if bank for some days past. To him it
left in indisputed possession of the meant that somewhere in that rocky,
Silvertrail next autumn and winter inaccessible ravine the she-wolf® had

would prove but a repetition of the last. given birth toma litger olfx l:)lind a“g
Wells had fondly imagi _ sprawling wolflets, for w ich she an
light was the sXIe Zﬁgﬁgoﬁhagf&:;e her mate, singly or together, were pre-
desperado band, but that last fall of pared to face death, or the things they
snow before the sudden dawning of the dreaded more.
spring told him differently. It told him Nor were the wolver’s conjectures
that Starlight had a mate, a wolf of WIong Deep in a fissure of the moun-
normal size though the tracks appeared tain face Jess, the black wolf’s mate,
insignificant against those of the grim had that day realized an event of long
old leader. He saw where the two anticipation in the production’ of nine
wolves had run flank to flank from a squirming puppies. She did not leave
waaded ho]low along the banks of a the den that day nor the next, for Star-
eveak which terminated finally at the light supplied her needs. Gaily he
mouth of a great canyon into which would trot to the mouth of the cranny,
Wells could not follow. - wagging his big tail this way and asking
The canyon, known for some obscure his wife, as clearly as wolf could ask:
reason as the Valanese Cutting, had “May I come in and look?” But should
long heen a wolf stronghold, and Wells he set his feet to enter Jess would lay
now knew that somewhere in its rugged back her ears and snarl a terrible for-
fastaess Starlight and his mate would bidding, at which Starlight, somewhat

have ¢

the gevse had honked their way north- Conlinued_an Page 1/
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hunter, and he knew his business. AS po use making an din: :
>, y ordinary set for her. 3 :
professional wolver of the range he Secondly he learnt that this same she- i Pubhah%% prices a:vsmcg concu::(e’:t!y 1:; pe: l:;:::lo fo: f:’actitl)’ne:h:reof.e :

their den. There, when the last of crestfallen, would drop the prairie dog .
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An Investment
Not An Expense

Good seeds are a good investment, poor seeds are an expense.
Seeds to be considered good must be suited to the soil and
.climatic conditions experienced where they are to be sown.

McKenzie Seeds
~ Best for the West

Proved by over 20 years' use in the West o

Sample selected. Exceptional
Seed Oats values. Clean, plump, strong
vitality.

SUPPLEMENT STOCKS

Brandon Calgary

N?:t::cbker / Price per Bushel
K32—OATS, Abundance.. ... ... ...$1.19 . $1.19
K42—OATS, American Banner... ... 1.23 1.23
K52—OATS, Victory... ... ... ... .- 1.22 1.22
K62—OATS, Garton’s22 . ... ... ... 1.24 1.24
K82—WHEAT, Marquis . ... ... ... 3.00 3.15

Above prices for quantities of not less than 30 bushels. Add 25c. for
jute bags. Oats, 3 bushels; Wheat, 2 bushels.

CHANGE OF OAT PRICES®

’ When Fort William spot or May price for commercial grade No. 2 C.W.
is 88c., or less, per bushel, our price will be as per published prices for
respective varieties, and on every advance of markep over 88c. these |

day your order is received. Full value of your remittance will be shipped
on this basis. ‘

PEDIGREED AND SELECTED SEED GRAINS

Stock Brandon Calg:
Price per Bushel

Number
*3279—O0OATS, McKenzie’s 96.. ... ... $2.20
' 3212—OATS, Banner, Special Strain.. 1.75 1.90
3213—OATS, Banner, Registered .. .. 2.20 2.35
3217—O0ATS, Abundance. Li. ... 150 1.55
3292—OATS, Seger or Victory ... ... 1.50 1.60
%3281—OATS, Gold Rain.. ... ... ... 1.50 1.65
3293—O0ATS, Garton’s No. 22 ... ... 1.50 1.60
¢ 3214—O0OATS, Newmarket ... ... ... 1.50 1.55
3215—OATS, Sixty Day or July .. ... 1.55 1.65
Above prices for quantities of 12 bushels or more, 3 bushels or more,
add 5c. per bushel; less than 3 bushels add 15c. per bushel. Registered
Oats not sold in less than 3 bushel quantities. BAGS—Add for bags
containing 3 bushel - 35c. each extra, except those marked with an

asterisk (*), which are 60c. each extra.

+3179—WHEAT, Red Bobs— o¢ more

”&mh' 1 Bush
... ...$8.90 $9.25
... 9.25 9.35 9.50

Brandon Calgary
Price per Burhel

Brandon . $9.00

Calgary

Stock
Number

*3190—WHEAT, Kitchener, Gold Standard.$4.40 $4.75
3185—WHEAT, Marquis, Gold Standard.. 3.45 3.75
80P —WHEAT, Marquis, Reg. Ref. 89P. .. 3.85 4.15
91X —WHEAT, Marquis, Reg. Ref. 91X.. 3.55 3.85
3201—WHEAT, Prelude, Gold Standard.. 3.80 4.05
3202—WHEAT, Red Fife, Gold Standard 3.60 3.85
3180—WHEAT, Red Fife, Dr. Saunders

(Extra Early).. ... ... ... ... 3.80 4.05
3180—WHEAT, Durum or Macaroni. . ... 4.50 4.75
Above prices are for quantities of 10 bushels or more. Two bushels.
or more add 5c. per bushel; less than 2 bushel, add 15c. per bushel.

‘k Registered Wheat not sold in less than 2 bushel quantities.

Bags containing 2 bushels, 35c. each, except those marked with an
asterisk (*), which contain 24 bushels. .
We have’ also choice stocks of:

BARLEY

FLAX

RYE—Spring and Winter
FIELD PEAS
VETCHES
BUCKWHEAT
SUNFLOWER

CORN

BROME
WESTERN RYE
TIMOTHY
KENTUCKY BLUE
MILLETS

SUDAN GRASS
>2LOVERS
ALFALFA

McKenzie’'s 1920 Catalog

Write for a copy to-day—it fully describes the Best Seeds for
the West. :

A. E. McKENZIE CO. L'IiD.

Western Canada’s Greatest Seed House

Calgary, Alta.

Brandon, Man.




