GENERAL BROCK

cheeked, a combination of Saxon fairness and
Norman freshness; the men were hardy, bold and
daring, as became those who gained their living in
such a precarious way as sailors and fishermen and
smugglers of the Channel Islands.

In addition to the fishermen and the sailors there
were the country people who lived on and culti-
vated their own estates, the largest of which did
not exceed seventy-five English acres. Wheat was
the principal crop, and dairy products the chief
source of profit. Beside the country people there
lived in or near St. Peter-Port, the capital, an-
other distinct set of inhabitants, who may be called
the upper or governing class. To this class the
family of Brock belonged.

Guernsey contains about twenty-five square
miles. Its shape is that of a right-angled triangle.
The sides face the south, the east, and the north-
west, and are respectively about six and one-half,
siX, and nine miles long. The only town of impor-
tance and the seat of the government is St. Peter-
Port, situated on the slope of a hill about the middle
of the more sheltered eastern coast. South of the
town rise the cliffs crowned by a strong fortress. At
the entrance of the harbour is Castle Cornet, once a
detached island fort, dating from Plantagenet days,
afterwards the residence of the governors and also a
prison.! The appearance of the town on approaching

TSir John de Lisle was appointed warden of Guernsey in 1405. He
writes in 1406 from Castle Cornet, and says the castle is on the point of
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