
PREFACE.

THAT to biographical writiags we are indebted for
the greatest and best field i ghi h tostudy mankind,
or human nature, is a fa »bi appreciated by a well.
informed comm them we can trace the ef-
fects of mental sto their proper sources; an4
by Comparing ogt. tîn composition with that of those
who have eýse*d in virtue, or with that of those who
ha e .theo lwest depths of folly and vice,we are egd to select a plan of life that will at least
afford séfisatisfaction, and guide us throueh the world-
in paths of morality. -

Withen- i knowýledge of the lives of the vile and
abandoned, w* should be wholly incompetent to set
an appropite value upon the charms, the excellence
and the wdhth of-t e principles which have produced-
the finest traits" -i, he character of the most vir4qpus.

Biography is a d-4escope of life, through wbi"i W#can see the extremsg and excesses of the'vanied ptopr.
ties of the huma- heart. Wisdom and folly, refine.
ment and vulgarity, love and hatred, tenderness and
cruelty, happiness and misery, piety ant infidelity, com.
mingled with every other cardinal-virtue or vice, are to
be seen on the variegated pages of the history of hu.
man events, and are eminently desetying the attention
of those who would learn to wal k paths of
peace,"

The brazen statue and the sé fiarblei ceam
cominemorate the greatness of hero s statesmen, phi.losophers, and blood-stained conquersr, who have riséi
tç the zenith of human glory and popularity, under
the influence of tbe raild sun of prospeity: but itis


