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of hostilities with America, it would have been
impossible to preserve Lower Canada with-
out the cordial support of its inhabitants. Sir
George Prevost therefore did not hesitate to
adopt a system which the true interest of the
Province seemed so imperiously to require. He
anxiously endeavoured to unite the two adverse
parties, and to soothe the irritation which not
only threatened the tranquillity of his govern-
ment, but even the safety of the colony itself.
In the distribution of the patronage which he
enjoyed, he resolved to be guided solely by a
consideration of the public good, and when of-
fices became vacant, he bestowed them, with a
due regard to the merits of the individuals, indif-
ferently upon the English and the Canadians.

The beneficial effects of these measures be-
came every day more apparent. The Governor
in Chief speedily acquired the confidence of all
ranks of people, who submitted with cheerful-
ness to the privations and sacrifices which they
were soon afterwards called upon to endure. In
numerous instances he received from the inha-
bitants, both collectively and individually; the
strongest proofs of their zeal; and he had the sa-
tisfaction of seeing them united in their attach-
ment to his government, at a time when the pre-
servation of the colony depended upon such
feelings.

Having thus given a brief sketch of the situ-


