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are poor indeed Not but that it would grieve
me to see Kate want, as many a preacher’s wife
whom I have known has wanted. But by God’s
goodness I am able to secure her against that,
and to do so shall be the greatest pleasure of my
life.”

“T accept on her behalf your generous offer,”
replied Neville, “but with this condition, that
your hounty shall be settled exclusively on her.
No man shall say that I married your daughter
for anything but herself.”

«“] dare say you are right,” said the squire.
« Better get a fortune in a wife than with a wife.
Often when a wife brings a fortune she spends
a fortune.” "

«T would never submit,” remarked Neville, “ to
the humiliatiomof being a pensioner upon a wife’s
bounty. My self-respect demands that, as the
head of the house, I be able to depend on myself
alone.”

“You must not push your principles too far,”
interrupted the squire. “A husband and wife
should have one purse, one purpose, common
interests, perfect mutual confidence, and, above
all, no secrets from each other.”

In such sage counsels and confidences the even-
ing, fraught with such eventful consequences to
t.he household of The Holms and to the hero of
our little story, passed away.



