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his vme_vn(d. ard .now, when the day is far spent
yea, when it is about the eleventh hour, he cometh,
n'ud belioldeth you and. many others standing idlé in
the market-place, and again he saith unto you, Wb
stand ye here all the day idle? Do you 'rcpiv jh'-yv
cause no man hath bired us? What! ro man 4 No
[llnlnnlhropist, no cangregation, no l'rnb\':c.rv, no
Synod, no Assembly? Go ye intomy vinegard, and
whatsoever your band findeth to do, do it with all
your might.
Now suppose that moved by such a gracious invi-
tation, I and my fellow-loungers were each of us
rf;uscd to reply, #Lord, liere am 1, send ;me ;” hut
jirst resolved 1o take a survey of the 'vine’vnrd.
Suppose the larger portion of it by for were fonnd
aill in a wilderness state, other portions here and
there but partially reclnimed, and only one emall
corner that could be said at all to approximate to e
state of perfect cultivation—suppose that the chojcest
spots of that-corner were not without thorng and
briars and other marks of a carcless and relaxed huy
handry—still, as compared with the rest of the vine-
yard avery paradise of heauty and fertility—what
would be thought of us, the eleventh:-hour Inbourers
if‘insl_cnd of manfully yesolving 1o put forth all our
energies, and at once invade the ~wholly unbroken
surface with its impcm‘lruhlc jungle, we ehould
waste our precious time i clamorously petitioning
the occupiers of the already cultivated and most fer-
ltile corner, in their wisdom, to devige some measure
lwherehy we could be cxuployed and priviledged to
settle there too ?
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[Him. whomi we in words acknowledge as our So.
!vcreign Lord and Master ! To escape from .the
|guilt and condemnafionolsuch lagaurt, and disgrace-
Hful, and criminal couducety 1 would now go to the
[unreclainved wastes of the great vineyard 3 and 3
would go 10 fndin in preferente 10 other portions
thereot, gimply, because at present the Lord hag, in
the ovurrulingu.ol' providence, opened up a larger
and moro offectual door, than in any other lund, for
proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation to scores of

millions that never heard of a-Saviour.
And seeing that Scotland, with itstwo and ahalf
yout twelve hundred or-

millions, has &t supply -of ab
dained pastors conpected wuh.tluu National  Chureh
while the chmeh 8 catisfied with sending forth only

ten, to preach the Gospel 1o more than one hundred
and thirty millions of fellow subjects in the East, that
are famishing for Jack of knowledge—that is with
sending forth Jogs thanthe hundreth-part of what she
retaitis atd)0me, 10 aninster the means of Gospel
grace, and Gospet ordinances, 10 a population fifty
times greater) 1 have tusked mysell’ in vain, with
the Bible in my lane, 1o discover one Scriptural ar-
gument whylho'““!’ snug and comparatively well cul-
1ivated corner ulw"hl_ have somany, aud the greatun:
cultivated waste g0 few ! 1 judge no man in the ba-
Jance of unrighteotis judgmient.  But, for myself, ¥
do most solenmly declare that, with such views prc’rs-
ng &0 overwhelmingly on my soul, 1 cannot, with-
out being llfl‘ﬂi&'"ad "“ the bwr of conscience us a
traitor o my.God and Saviour—1 cannof, while health
and strength are supplied from uhove—I dare not be
uilty. of adding one move, however insignificant
,;,mn.nlnguc of hundreds at lome, nmi
therehy substraciing one, Bbowever insignificant
from the lean and seanty tblet of units abroad! B 4
the blessing 0":60(‘, llmrr(‘ore,‘l propoge to retur{;
and join the lisele band that is before me, “bearin

the burden and heot of the day,” And, if ye wiﬁ
not angment 0iF number, tillone and another bhas
syccessively fillen, oh, let us have at least your
sympathies and your prayers! your prayers in the
closet, yOuT prayers at the family altar, your prayers
in the asseroblies and congregations of the people.
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If-conseious independance, that he peeded

not and would not, brook any manifestation of
hathy or entreaty in bis behal. It was whon 0o
of 8OrTOWS, groaning and bleeding under the burde
of an ignominious cross, was wending his weary w,:;




