
6 BOOKS AND NOTIONS

WE ARE BOUND TO WIN.

C ANAIA has definitely decided that
it is going to have its own Copyright
Act, and going to have it riglt soon.

Every icading newspaper in the country has
taken up the matter, and the arguments for
its enforcement are as various as they are
numerous. Soine arguments are caln and
majestic, others are products of minds which
behieve the time far that is past.

The Toronto l)adly Mail of December
(tl has an excellent article showing that
copyright is analagous to patent. Canada
issues Canndian patents,. and hence should
issue Canadian copylights. It says : "Were
the suspended Copyright Act a free.booting
imeasure this allegatiun (that Canada wished
to appropriate the product of British
brains) night hold good. But, as a inatter
of fact, the law guards the right of Btritish
authors, in that it gives them a Canadian
copyriglit on conditions suînilar te those laid
down n tht nuch applauded Act of the
'nited States, namely, that the works shall

be printed and published liere. Further,
nur Art surpasses the United States Act in
liberality, in that it dotes net permit the re-
printing ofa nonî.copyriglted work,save upon
registration and the payment to the author
of a royalty of lo per cent. of the retail
price ut the books reproduccd. The asser-
tion iliat the law looks ta pira y is therefore
utnfotnded ,

An example of tht other kind of article
refermed te is given from The Toronto Even.
ing Star of the sane date : "A London,
Eing'and, publishier, with tht nerve only to
be expected froi that little coterie of
liritons who have lately exiibted marked
contempt for the rights of " blawsted colon-
tais," says that the Copynght Act of 187i
gave Canad% ail the righîts she could reason-
ably expect

" This might be the case if Canadians
saw with t eyes of this Mr. Marston, but,
unfortunately for hiam, the peuople of this
country are nclined te thmak that loyalty
to the old fdag dots not regmtre the continued
paralysis of the Caiadian printing trade
because a few English publbshing houses
and authars prefer ta delegate their work to
publishers ti the tnted States"

A great mnany opinions miglit be quoted,
but these wtll show the tenor of the con-
ments of the Canadian press.

COPYRIGHT IN MONTREAL.

The table news regarding the action of
the BritishSoety of Authors,the Copyright
Association and the Prantsellers'Association,
in petittomng Lard Rapon, urging a refusai
of Canada's request to manage ber own busi-
ness, caused considerable talk among the
bookselling trade in Montreal. Every one
of the bookscliers spoken to by Bloo.s .vi
NiTîon said they were not surprised at ail.
and when asked to exp4ess an opinion somtie

of then did su in unmistakable language.
They were of one opinion, and that was that
Sir John Thompson should insist on aur
rights and show our British cousins that
their cool cheek had no effect. One feature
that struck the trade forcibly was the calm
and barefaced admission of unwillingness to
grant ta one of their own colonies the same
privileges granted to the United States, a
foreign country. The fear that the grant-
ing of copyright privileges to Canada would
endanger the Anglo-Ainerican agreement
was simply drawing a herring across the
trail. The treaty has been of decided benefit
to American publishers and authors, and
there was no danger of the United States
Government withdrawing it The opera-
tion of tht Canadian Copyright Act t 1889
would not affect the control af the United
States Government over its own market, and
by expressing this fear the IBr,tishers illus-
trated their utter ignorance of the truc posi-
tion of affairs. In a word, the copyright in
the United States would be under precisely
tht sanie conditions us at present. No
C nadian publisher had any wish to swamp
the United States market with cheap
editions, and even the wish would be fruit-
less, for there was no probabilityof theirbeing
able to do so. Ail they wanted was a fair
chance to compete on even terms for their
own market, and it is only reasonable that
they should have ii. There is an oldadage.
with which our Britishi cousins must be
familiar that "every man's house is his
castle," and Canadians siinply wish to apply
this in copyright as they do in other
matters.

PUBLISHERS' WEEKLY " ERRS.

That estimable New \ork book-paper,
The Publishers' Weekly, makes one or two
little errors in its very fair article on Can-
adian copyright.

It says: "The most offensive clause in
that Act (1889) provides that a British author
may secute copyright in Canada by reprint-
ing his book within thirty days of its Eng-
lish publication ; failing to do this, any Can-
adian may reprint the book on condition of
paying 'a royalty of ten per cent. on the re-
tail price of each copy or reproduction.' No
adequate provision for the collection of the
royalty is made, and the effect of the Act
would be to render English copyright in
Canada doubtful and precarious."

This is misleading. The book must be
registered before or sinultaneously with its
publication elsewhere, and reprinted within
30 days. But this reprinting dots not an-
clude the setting up of the type ; it may be
dont from plates. Should this not be dont,
"Any person or persons doniciled in Canada
may obtain from the Minister of Agriculture
à license or licenses?" This is not a free.
boter's country, and hence the Government
decides who shail reprint, in order that
only reliable firns shail do so.

The latter sentence of the quotation from
our contemporary is incorrect when it says
no provision is made for collecting the roy-
alty. Section 4 of the Act (5a Vic., c. 29)
says " The royalty provided for in the next
preceding section shall be collected by the
officers of the Department of Inland Revenue,
and paid over to the persons entitled thereto,
under regulations approved by theGovernor·
in Council." What more could anyone pos-
sib'y desire ? The machinery is absolutely
perfect.

The Publishers' Weekly is a fair-minded
journal, and, no doubt, it will take an early
opportunity te undo any harm its article may
have donc.

STOP ALL SINGLE COPIES.

M U CH of the crnplaint againsttheCus-
toms authorities that United States
editions of books and nîusic, which

are copyrighted in either Canada or
Great Britain, corne into this country with-
out paying duty or royalty, would be silenced
were the Government, through its post office
officials,to stop ail single copies of books and
muic, and send thern to the Custons offictr.

The post-masters are very relax in their
duty in this matter, and yet the great blame
must be placed on the heads of the depart-
ient. If the latter issued complete instruc-

tions, these undennining importations could
be stopped.

Any private person can secure a copy of
a United States reprint of a British copy.
right novel or musical composition through
the post without duty or royalty. But let
the retailer or the wholesaler, or even the
representative of the holder of the British
copyright, or the holder of the Canadian
copyright, try to do the same thing, and he
is charged full value.

These single copies to private individuals
must be stopped. If necessary, have a
weil.posted inspector visit aI the feading
postoffices in the country and see that each
postmaster is enforcing these laws. The
Customsand Postoffice Departments should
work in unison in this matter.

Until such an enforcement of our laws
is secured, ail the copyright agitation is in
vain. We fel fret to assert that the en-
forcement of the Customs laws in this
country, as far as regards their support of
the Copyright laws, is the most complete
farce that any legislatun: could devise, or
any set of Customs officials play before*an
admiring people. This farce is ruining the
book jobbers, the music jobbers, the book
retailers, the music retailers, and the pub-
lîshers of both these classes, to say nothing
of the money out of wbich it defrauds the
Government and which is placed in the
pockets of the people of the United States,

t is about time our Government stopped
crying -Canada for the Canadians' and
nade one or two efforts towards nakrg
st a reality. Effott is rather more beneficial
in tangible results than wordr.


