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THE LIJUOR ACT.

After a long period of silence, Pre-
micr Roblin, of Manitoba, has at last
made a statement regarding the
Liquor Act, which 18 now law in this
province. Since the act was declared
good law by the Privy Councll, there
has been a general desire to hear from
the government upon the question,
particularly as to when the law would
be enforced. Continued reticence has
led to a feeling of impatience, which
has shown Itself recently n the hold-
ing of public meetings to demand the
enforcement of the law. In fact, sil-
vnce was taken by some to mean that
the government was opposd to enfor:
ing the act.

Mr. Roblin's statement, though
given In the form of a newspaper in-
terview, Is very guarded and non-com-
mittal, and was evidently carefully
prepared.  Though appearing in the
form of a newspaper Interview, It Is
evidently an officlal utterance, made
for a purpose. That purpose may be
either to pave the way for a Ppostpone-
ment of the enforcement of the act,
or with the object of feeling public
sentiment on the question. Quite pos-
sibly, to a considerable extent at least,
the premler's remarks have been put
forward with the object of feellng the
sltuation. In his statement Mr. Rob-
!in appears to express doubts regard-
ing public sympathy with the law.
He says in effect that there is no use
attempting to enforce the law unless
there Is a strong and de'ermined ma-
Jority in favor of the act. He seems
{0 express the desire, somewhat guard
edly, that he would like to wait for a
further ripening of public sentiment
In favor of the enforcement of the act,
He also wants to wait to see what the
Ontarlo legislature may enact regard-
Ing prohibition at the present session.

While making th statements, Mr.
Roblin evidently tries to put them in
4 way calculated to cause as little
alarm as possible In the prohibition
camp. Indeed, he evidently attempts
to satisfy the stronger temperance
element by the statement that the
government will not permit any mo-
dification of the act before its effici
ency has been tested. The compensa-
tion question Is Introduced Into the in-
terview, but no opinion Is expressed
thereon.

Loud talk weakens an argument.

THE COMMERCIAL.

A REFERENDUM.

Since giving out his first interview
on the Liquor Act, Premier Roblin
has made a funther statement which
seems Lo explain more fully what he
meant or wanted to say in the first
Interview.  Mr. Robln  reiterates
several of his previous statements and
adds the following important uiter-
ance:

The «nforcement of the act will be
submitted to the whl of the people as
soon as possible after the close of
the session. Prowis »n will be made
for this at the present session of the
legislature, but, as I sald before, the
government will not aMer the act in
any way."

Ma.toba has had two plebiscites
on the prohibition question, both of
which were answered emphatically in
the affirmative.  Prohibition was also
4 plank in the platform of the gov-
erning party at ¢he last elections in
this province. Now we are to
have a referendum on the Liquor Act.
That I8, the people will be asked to
vote for or against the enforcement
of the law. When It comes to a ques-
tion which politiclans are afraid of, &
is surprising to note how tenderly
anxious they are ¢o find out just
what the people desire. However,
there are quite a number of prominent
persons who seem anxious to have
another submisslon of the question <o
the people, and possibly in the long
run it may not do any harm to do so.

prepared tables of statistics. The first
requisite which every wise life insur-
ance holder insists upon is absolute
security, and he expects the com-
pany in which he Insures <o fix its
premium rates high enough to pro-
vide this security. In fire insurance
dhe principle and process s the same,
but the practice of policy-holders is
different " and here s  where his
share of the present fi n-
derwriting trouble Hes. He seems (o
think that cheapness is the first ¢hing
to be considered when placing Insur-
ance and makes very little enquiry as
to the ablity of the company which is
willing 40 accommodate him to pay
In the event of heavy loss claims be-
ing made upon it. K Is safe to say
that there are a number of companies
writing fire Insurance in America to-
day which could not meet the losses
of @ serles of bad fires such as might
occur at any  time and the faol
that they are in ¢his condition Is due
to the demand for cheap Insurance
which has tempted them to forsake
the path of striot insurance rectitude
and give the people what they wam,
though It Is open to question whether
this kind of insurance has any right
to be called by the name at all or not
It will be remembered <hat last
year the fire insurance rates in Can-
ada were advanced on most classes
of risks, which advance It was
thought would be sufficient to secure
the companles some return for their
Investments, but it seems that the In-
come is still below the requirements
of the business. Further advances
are perhaps not feasible at the pres-
ent time In view of ¢he bad grace with
which the public received that of last
year. e only course apen to the
older and more firmly established
companies {8 to go on as they have
been doing. writing a  conservative
line of business, letting the che
do the cheap business and
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The Fire Insurance Year.
The year 1901 was not very kind Lo
the fire insurance compandes doin
business in America. Notwithstanding

in due season they will reap the bene-
fits of such sbund business policy!

e public are gradually getting en-
lightened in the matter of fire insur-
ance and will at no distant date come
th appreciate the value of absolute
security a good deal more highly than
Is the case at present.

the utmost economy in
and careful adjustment of all losses
khe showing of the year according to
statistics just given out 18 a bad one
and many of the companles appear to
have carried on business at a loss. In
fact the year has proved itself one of
the worst in the history of the busi-
ness and as a result many of the ku-
Topean companies which have been
doing business in America are with-
drawing and have notified their pol-
fey holders to that effect, the insur-
ance In force with these being re-in-
sured in Ameri a

An insurance paper says that the
Mutual Reserve has withdrawn from
Tennessee rather than submit to an
official examination by the Insurance
commission.

J. R. Grant, manager of the Federal
Life Insurance Company’s business
at Winnipeg was made the reciplent
of a handsome silver mounted clgar
case by the agents of the company
last week.

R. L. St. Louls has been glven the
the service of the

dition to these withdrawdls three

can companies have failed out-
right and 18 have ceased writing new
business. It is stated by one leudin
authority that even the year 1871,
which was made memorable in the
fire insurance world by the great Chi-
cago fire, did not produce a greater
amount of disaster to companies than
1901 The fire loss for last year Is
placed at $164,319,850 in the United
States and Canada.

e reasons for the unsatisfactory
condition of the American fire under-
writing business to-day are various.
In the first place there are too many
companies seeking business which In-
creases competition and lessens rates.
This also increases the regate ex-
pense of handling the insurance. Few-
er companies would increase the se-
ourity of policy-holders and handle
the business much more eccnomically.
The expenses of any selected list of
the existing companies to whom all
the insurance business of America
might be glven would not be Increas-
ed to any a cluble extent thereby
even If the number did not exceed
one-half of those now endeavoring to
secure business, For this reason the
insurance people are primarfly to
blame themselves for the present un-
satisfactory state of their business.
At the ~same time the in-
suring public ve also  a
large responsibllity in the mat-
ter. The fire Insurance business is

2

h to a great extent
#he principles are the same. 1ife
insurance there fs a hasard to be as-
sumed by the company In return for
the payment of a stated amount of
cash periodically, the amount of this
payment varying according to the
risk as estimated from elaborately

Federal Life Insurance Company of
Canada, created by the division in
its agency work at Winnipeg into life
and loan departments. It has already
been mentioned In  these columns
that J. R. Grant. the late general
manager here, would devote his at-
tention to the loan business of tne
company exclusively, and Mr. St
Louls has now been appointed to the
other work. He comes

Moosomin,
mana

Adistrict
of Territorial agencies.
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January Canadian Magazine.

Professor Goldwin Smith discusses
“The Public 8chool Questlon” In the
Janvary Canadian Magazine, charac
terizing our present system as mech
anical and Inflexible. He thinks vol
untary schools might be grafted on fo
our present system with some advan-
tage. The Hon. L. G. Power. aneaker
of the Benate, discusses our Military
Svatem, and advocates the enrolment
of all citizens In the volunteer force,
with a shorter. unnald drill senson
He bases his suggestions on the ex-
perience of Nova Scotia hefore Con-
federation. Arthur H. 17. Co'anhoun
dlscusses the reclprocity  situation,
and Intimates that Cansda has noth-
Ing tn exnect from the United States
Arnold Hanltain gives a heant!ful word
pictnre of the sea. We'fard W. Reat-
on descrihes a new Canadian glacler,
his_article belng well Hinstrated, W.
G. Roms glves n history of strest rail-
wavs In Canada and Jean Rlewett
contributes #torv.  The number is
exceedingly valuable.

The Moore Printing Comnany, Tim-
Med. Winntpeg. are favorine  thelr
friende with a calendar af appropri-
nte design.

ongs of the Apple Tre

ngs of the Apple Tree” is  the
a_ book published by Robert

Floyd, of Boston. Mr. Floyd
ed together everything of
al _or rhythmicel n
has been  safld about
., that h 1
and 1t is wonderful the collection e
has brought together.  There are
xome 60 pieces in all, hey cannot
all_be culled poems.  The prepara-
tion of the book certainly must have
entalled much research, and the re-
sult Is . novelty in the book line

Railway and Traffic Matters.

A wire from Montreal on Tuesday
sald an fmportant move In the exten-
slon of the Import and export trade
of Montreal will be the establishment
of a egular line of steamers between
Rotterdam and that port next season.

Superintendent A. J. Gorrle, of the
Canadian Northern, has been promot
ed to the superintendency of the en-
tire Canadlan Northern system, which
will mak: him nekt to General Super-
intenden: Hanna in the operating de-
partment.

Is reported din Quebec that a
powerful British-American syndicate
has been formed In London with plans
to build a fleet of passenger and re-
frigerator steamers to ply weekly be-
tween the ports of Boston, New York,
Quebec, and Bristol, England.

James Fisher, of the firm of Ewart,
Fisher & Wilson, formerly solicitor
for the Northern Pacific Rallway,
when that rallway was in Manitoba,
sald this week that so far as he was
concerned he had no knowledge that
the Northern Pacific were trying to
obtain an entrance again to Manitoba.
He had not, as the company's former
sollcitor in Manitoba, recelved any In-
structions in the matter.

Dairy Trade Notes.

There Is a better demand for Cana-
dian cheese in England since the first
of the year, and qulte a few export
orders have been booked by Montreal

Finest Ontarlo sold at 101
to 10%e, and Quebec at 97 to 10c.

The market has kept very steady
during the past week for fine to finest
qualities of winter creamery butter,
which continue to meet fairly good
enquiry at 20c to 20%c, says the Mont
real Trade Bulletin. The sale of 400
Pkgs. of very fine creamery has just
been reported to us at 20c to 20%c;
but less desirable grades boring
greasy and having a pronounced sta-
bly flavor, are slow sale at from 184
to 19%c, as to defects. Fresh western
dairy ‘has sold to the local trade at
17c, for fine, up to 17% to 18c for fin-
est. A lot of 18 pkgs. of inferior west-
ern sold at 15c, and a lot of poor
Manitoba at 14l4c. Stocks are gener-
ally light, and the make between now
and spring Is not expected to overlap
requirements to any extent. A few
shipments continue to be made to Lon
don and Liverpool.

What They Say.

This i what J. J. Gourley, of 95
Jarvis street, Toronto, has to say
about Kola Tonic Wine: I have used
one bottle of your Kola Celery and
Pepsin and desire to testify to the
wonderful rellef I have experienced,

e suffered for over a year with
Indigestion and stomach trouble and
I have tried other remedies without
any materfal benefit and am glad to
inform you that your Kola Celery and
Pepsin have completely cured me. It
has also restored my appetite and ton-
ed up my system better than any rem-
edles 1 have ever used. It cannot be
too highly rcommended.

Manufactured by the Hyglene Kola
(0., 628 Main Street, Winnipeg.

J. C. Palmer, of the Palmer Hotel,
Toronto, says: “ We have been using
the Hygilene Kola Co.s preparation
and find It a fast selling wine. We
can heartlly recommend it to any per-

son in the trade.
“8igned J. C. PALMER,
‘oronto.

Remaining assets of the Banque
Ville Marie have been sold by auction.
There were three lots. Bills discount-
ed past due formed lot No. 1, amount-
Ing o $215.833.12, and were sold for
$2500. Lot No. 2, comprising gen-
eral_ledger accounts amounting
£81,740, was s0ld for $500, and lot No.
3, consisting of judgments amounting
to 3882871, was sold for £300.
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