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THE BATTLE OF PODULL.

o Prom Licwtenant Iloziers work, * The Seven
Weoks' War, pubtised by Macmillan & Co.”

It was about cight o'clock, nud the dusk
of the ovening was rapidly closing in when
the Jagers first felt their enemy. On  the
right-hand sido of the road, about lulf a
mile beforo the bridge, stands the tirst house
of tho village. 1t is nlurge square farm-
house, with windows without glass, but with
heavy gratings. The Austrians had occu.
pied itin foree, but their outlying pickets,
as thoy ratired before tho ndvancing Prus.
sians, formed line across the road Leside t.
As soon as the Jagers eame within sight the
gavrison of the farmhouse and the formed-up
pickets opened a bitter fire upon them.
From the grated windows and frout the line
of soldiers in tho road there came one rapid
volloy, which told severely on the I'russian
riflemen, but these went quickly to work.
and had fired three times before the .\us-
trinns, armed only with muzide-loading rifles,
were able to reply. Then the hoise of mus.
ketry rose high, occasionally swelling into a
heavy roar, but sometimes falling oft so that

the car could distinguish theseparatereports.
But this did not last. Venllagen, comman-
ding the 2nd battalion of the 3lst, which
was following the Jagers, on the first sound
of the firing had put hiz troops into <louble
quick time, and was soon up to reinforce
the riflemen. 1t was now nearly dark, and
the flashes of the rifles, the reports of the
shots, and the shouts of the combatarts
wero almost the only indications of the
positions of the troops; yeot it could be seen
that tho rapid fire of the needle-gun was
telling on the Austrianline in the roud, and
tho adv.ncing cheers of the I'russians show-
ing that they were gaining ground. Then
while theexchange of shots was «till pro-
ceeding rapidly between the window gra-
tings of the farm-house and the Prussian
firing parties, who hnd extended into a
corn-field on the right of the highway, there
was o sudden pause in the firing on the
road, for the Jagoers, supported by the 31st,
had made & dash, and were bearing the
Austrians back beyond the farm-house to
where the cottages of the village closed on
each side of the road, and where the defend-
ers had  hastily thrown some hoewn-down
willow trees as o barricade across the way.
Then the tumult of the fight .increased.
Darkness had completely closed in, aud the
moon had not yet risen; the Prussians
pressed up to the barricade, the Austrians
stoutly stood their ground behind it, and,
three paces distant, assailante and defenders
ured their fire into each other’s breusts,
ittle could be sven, though the flashes of
the discharges cast a fitful light over the
surging masses; but in the pauses of the
firing the voices of the officers were heard
eacouraging their mn, and halfstifled
| shricks or gurgling crics told that the
l bullets were trlffy aimed. This was too
severo to cndure. The Prussians, fiving
l much more quickly, and in the narrowstreet,
whero neither sides could show their whole

§ strength, not fecling the inferiority of num.
rs, succeeded in  tearing away the barri-
cade, and slowly pressed their adversaries
tack along the village street. Yot the
Austrinns fought bravely, and their plans
for the defence of the houses had been
thilfully though hastily made; from cvery
wulow muskets flashed out fire, and sent
tullets inta the thick ranks of the advancing

Prussinns, whilo on each balcony behind 2
barricade Jagers cvouched to take their
deadly aim ; but in tho street the soldiers,
huddled together and encumbered  with
clinsy ramrods, wero unable to load witl,
ease, nml eould voturn no adequate fire o
that of the Prussinnsg, while these, from the
advantages of w better sy, poured their
quick volleys into an almost defenceless
crowd,

As the battle in the stpeet was pushed i
by inch towards the Iser, the :\ush‘i.\n*‘ in
every house which thoe foremost rauks of the
Prussinng passed were et off’ from their
rotreat, and were soonct or later mnde
prisoners, for the houses of the village o
not join to each other, but ave dutaclind 1y
spaces of a few yards, and there 1« noenm
munication from one houso to the other
oxcept by the open street.  The whale
Prussiam foree was now up, and  extending
between the houses which the first cambat
ants had pussed by cut olf the eseape of their
warvizon, aud exclangel shots with the de.
fenders,

With shricks and shouts, amid the crash
ing of broken windows, the heavy sounds of
falling beams, and the  perpetual rattle of
the five avms, the battle was heavily pressed
down the nariow street, and about half-past
eleven the moon came up clear and full to
show the Austrian rearmost ranks turning
viciously to bar tho Prussians from the
bridge.  The nwonlight, reflected in the
stream, told the assailants that  they were
near the ohject of their lahour, and showed
the Austrians that now or never the cneny
must be hurled back. Both sides threw
out skirmishers along the mver bank, and
the moon gave them light to direct their
aim across the stream; while on  thefirst
plank of the bridge the Austrians turned to
bay, and the Prussians pausing some short
paces from them, the combatants gazed at
cach other for & few moments. Then they
began a fiercer fight than ever. The dis-
charges were more frequent, and in the
narrower way the bullets told with more
severe effect.  Her Von Drygalski, leading
the YFusillior Battalion of the Jlst, a heuten-
ant colonel of only two days' standing, went
down with two bulletsin his forehead. and
n captam at his side was shot in hoth legy
many men fell, and the grey horso ofa
Prussian ficld ofticer, with aball m lus heart,
fell heavily agaiust the wall, kickmg amid
the ranks : but he was soon quicted forever,
anil 2t that mouent nien regarded but little
sueh wounds as could be infheted by an iron
shod hioof, even in the agonies of death,
‘The Austrians stood gallantly, and made an
attempt to settire to the bridge; but the
diffirence of tiweir armament again told
upen them here, and it is suid that, gulled
by their hard fortune, they charged with the
bayonet; but that the Prussians also took
kindly to the stecl, and this charge caused
no change in the fortuue of the fight; cer-
tain it is that the defenders were ultimately
obliged to retire across the bridge.

While this combat was procecding slowly
along thestreet, another ight wae carried
on upon the milway almost with an equal
progress, and with an almost similar result.
A party ot the Austrians fell back from
tho point where shots wero first exchanged,
and where the railways crosses the road,
along tho line. They wero pushed by somo
Prussian detachments, but neither sides
were hiero in strong force, aud the priucipal
fighting was done upon tho road; but here,
too, the needle-gun showed its advantage
over the old-fashioned weapons of the
Austrinng, for tho latter fell in the propor-
tion of six to ono Prussian. Tho railway
bridge was not broken, but the lines were

torn up by the votiving troops, and the line
was g passed by trains. . The Prussians
pushed over hoth bridges after the rotiring
CAustrians: the latter threw astrong detach-
ment in o large unfinishedd houso which
stownd by the chanssee, about a quarter of a
Linile beyond the bridge, and again made o
staned, tart not of long duration; they had
lost manv killed, wounded and prisoners;
many of their officers were dead or taken :
but they stood ull they could gather in  all
the stragplers vho had  escaped from the
honaes of the viliige, and, harrassed by tho
pursuing Prussiany drew oft sullenly by the
nuin voxd to Munchengratz.  Thus termi-
mated s contest which, fought upon both
sides with the greatest vigour and determi-
nation, vet vesulted in v clem victory for
the Prassians; for, when the last dropping
shots censed, about four o'clock in the
morning, there were no  Austrian soldiers
within t7.ree nules of Podoll Bridge except
the wounded and the taken. Therowas no
wtitlery engaged on either side; it was
purely an infantry action, and the Prussions
derivedin it great advantage from the su

periority of their arms over that of their
oppanents, not ouly in the rapidity, but in
the direction of their fiae, for 2 man with an
army on the nipplo of which ho has to placo
a cap, miaturally vaises the muzzle in the air,

and in the burry and excitement of action
often forgets to luwer it, and only sends his
bullet over the heads of the opposite ranks,
winle thesoldier aymed with a breech.load-
ing musket keeps his muzzle down, and if in
hasto he fives 1t oft without raising the butt
to hi< «houlder his shot still takes eftect,

though often low, and a proof of this is that
very many of the Austrian  prisoners wero
wounded in the legs.

Theroad to Podoll was next morning
crowded with hospital wagons and ambu-
lanee cars, bringing in the wounded; overy
cottage in the way  was converted into a
temporary hospital, aud the little villagerof
Sweirzin  was entively filled with stricken
men. The sick-bearvers, onc of the most
useful eorps whichany army possesses, were
at work from the very begmming of the
action. \s the combatants passed on these
noble-minded men, regardless of thebullets
and careless of personal danger, removed
with « ‘ual hand both friend and enemy who
were {t writhing on the road, and carried
Uiem carefully to the rear, where themedical
officers made no distinetion in the care for
both Austrian and Prussian. Notonly was
it thoss whose spicinl duty is the care
of tho wounded who alone were doing their
best to ease the suflerages of those who had
suflered in thoe combat; soldiers not on duty
might bo seen carrying water for prisoners
of both sides alike, atlording any comfort
which it was in their power to give to tHose
who overnight had been firing against their
own hearts? Noris this wondertul; for after
the flash of the battle was over, and tho din
of the musketry had died away, the men of
the Prussian army could not forget that one
comnion languagelinked them to their ad-
versaries, and that, after all, it was probably
German blood which, flowing from an Aus-
trian breast, trickled over the white livery
of tho House of Hapsburg.

WorkiNg Partirs.—A number of men from
different regiments in garrison are now cm-
ployed under the Millitary Store Depart-
ment, and in connection with the Royal Ar.
tillety at St. Helen's Island, in furbishing
up and ro stosing guns and materiol on the
Istand. Tho men aro placed under ¢anvas
while so cmployed, and receive working

pay



