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41 for several years past bias been alluded ta in my annual reports, in
14 lbich, as a remcdy for this cleficicncy, recourse to steam fire engincs
««Was aclvised. But s0 far, I arn sorry ta say, this suggestion lias tiot
Il been gîvcn eflèct ta as satisfactorily as it might bave been, not so

dmucli for want ofi waîer ta supply tîje enigines as from inefficicnicy oi
tathe engines tbemselves, or praper organization in thicir nianâge-
lainnte

Tht Superintendent proceeds ta recommrend the laying down ai
larger pipes ini the localities named ; an excellent suggestion aad ncededl
impravement, at the sanie tinte it nsut be bzarne ia niind tliat tlic
Chairmau ai the Water Conitte statcd the fact vdsen hie said tlîat
8 atbough the projected iniprovemrent might be carried out this would
flot increase the presurec, though, it wauld add ta, tîse supply ai water
for fire purposes.'l In other wards steam.engines anîl apropec isterfi
ta supply theni would still be wanted.

Wu should have at least six reliable engines in the city proper (qîîite
apart frani St. jean Baptiste, St. Henri, or otlîcr adjacenît localitics).
We have naw only tlîree, ai whiclî twvo have praved thieinselves un-
reliable. It is truc one new anc hias been oi dered, but is not yet avail-
able.

Two af the above sbould be Silsby rotary engines ; tlîcy could draîv
safely direct from the hydrants. 'lhic lgines sliouldcdi lave adaiver,
staoker and engineer.

Each new hydrant put down should have anc ai as outlets suited ta
the suction ai a stcam engine. Those î:ow in the central part of tlie
city, in wbich are high buildings, sbould be nioved and replaced by
the new pattern suggested, wlîen tbcy connect with mains ai 9 inclus
and over.

The brigade shoulîl be supplied witha tht nevest pattern ai apparalus
as, for instance, smoother couplings and inîproved branci pipe anîtl
nozzle.

MVe should have iS tanks af a capacity ai flot less than 40,000 g931-
Ions each, distributedl, say, Ln such positians as, Wiîndsor Ilotel, l'hillips
Square, Victoria Square, Place d'Armes, Court House Square, Dalhiou-
sie Square, Custom Hanse Square, Papineau Square, Conînîissioners
street at foot ai jean Baptiste street, Chaboillkz Square, Ilote Dieu
Hlospital, vicinity of St. Dizier street, foot ai Jacques Cartier Sqîîare,
Hbochlahga in vicinity of Hudon Mills.

A hydrant slould be connected with these tanks as to render it uniieccs-
sary ta open thera in the winter timf,. This would prcveîît the cold
of tlîc atnîosphere lîaviný7 any effect on the warnier temperature of the
still water iii tlîe tanks, a rnost important cansidcration in supplyi:ig a
steanier in tht severe weather.

Tfli perma*.ent force should at once be increased to at leist luo Mein
atid a force of supentumerazies organized, ai say, Su mcn that ?-uuld
responcl to tht 3rd alarm. Tht attendizig ai fires and workiiig ai thzm
passess a charma for many young men; these %vauld reidily loin th,*:
supernumerary corps; and they would undoubttdly do so if it wvere
understoad that the permanent force would be recruited frain this super-
numary force.

In this connection we urge that the chief should have the choice and
disposai ai hLs men.

The Salvage Corps wants more covers, particularly light anes-ligbt
Macintosh Cavers for instance (15 x 12: .3 ix 9). Two more. maen
should be added ta this corps. Tht Ilook anîd Laddcr trucks %%.aiit ont
or twa men added ta each.

WVt should have :aaoo feet more hase ; andl there slîould be at the
Centre Station a large reel to carry a double quaatity, say î,ooo feet.

Mie departff requires better horsts and mare of thcm.
Several other suggestions mnight be madle, but they nîay lxbeft for a

future tinie. What is now particularly and absolutely required ta Save
tht city f im the conflagration which in its preserit position and with
its prestt equipmaent, it is an>' day liable ta, are--

six IcELSABLE STEAX ENGINES,i ~ TN THOUSAND FEET NEKW 1<05E,
FIFTEEN TANKS 0F NOT LESS THAN FOki(Y TISOUSAND GALLONS EACII.

LLastl>, an>' improvement madle will avail but littît unless competent 9.

nien ire secured to command tht Brigade. The Chie! should be very
nuch supetior to the persan now filling the position. A ni shouhld
l>e at cnce stcurcd capable ai re.orginizing the wholc Department anul
of maintaining Lt in a state ai cfliciency, and competent ta conînd it
intelligently and effectivcly in an>' emergency anl under the nîost ad-
verse cirChiiistafldts.

G. F. C. SI:,
President Canadian Fire Undenvriters' Association.

LO1ÇDON ANID L&N1cABHIBJ lIP1I ASSURAN~CE

COXPAXY.

The resuit of the operations of this progressive andi popu-
lar life office fbr the year 1885 was, as usual, satisfactory.
Frora the report we learn that the policies issued wvere
1,626 for 58,675, yielding a new premiumn incarne of
£2 1,853.2s, the largest amount of business the company
has yet done. The averge age of the lives assured is about
33 The total premium, income for the year amounts ta
£z 25,446 1is. i id., an increase of /Jxoi,598 2s. id. over
the previous year. The dlaims by death, with bonus addi-
tions, and those rnatured under endowxnent assurances,
amount to £645,874 1as 22-iod., and are within the expect-
ation, as shoiwn by the tables. The audited accounts are in
accordance with the Insurance Companies Act. After pro-
viding for dividend and the payment of claims, surrenders,
and cash bonu.s to, policy holders, and all other outgoings,
there is a balance on the ycar's working Of £s 1,270 13.--

7d., equivalent ta 44 per cent. of the net prensiumn income.
The total funds, as at 3 ist December last, aimounted ta
,£422,539 9s.

The Canadian Branch, under the able administration of
Mr. William Robertson, general maniage: for the Dominion,
is also making rapid and satisfactory progress. The Lon-
%;on and Lancashire Life bas taken deep root in Canada,
and stands high iri public .ti'toa result e-tained by
prompt and honorable dealitîgs and the selection of first-
class represeniatives. The company has over one hundred
dollars deposited with the Receiver General, in Canadian
securities, for each one hundred dollars of liability, thus
affording absolute security. We wish the company cantin-
ued prosperity.

N~OTES AND ITEM.

The New-Erajoo.perative Life Association of Philadel-
'-h,3a has applied for a receiver.

The 1hitieh Âmerica Ânurance Co. has declared a
half.yearly dividrnd Of 3 Y2 per cent.

The Sun ICe hias dcclarcd a balf.yearly dividend of four
per cent.

The Lufe Asoistion of Canada, it is rumored, bias trans-
fcrred its business to the Confederation LiCe.

At a &ie in the Chinege quarter of Honolulu King Kala-
kana ran with the engine and pumnped tili the fire was out.

The Xxtuml t.ifi lias appointed Thomas Horicastle its
ilDirector General " ior Mexico.
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