
TME PRESBVTErR[AN CO.FE3UR

cithor case is a î'eîi faitli uipon Llie promise of
Cod.

Flore is the promise: 1'Believo in tho Lor-d
Josus Christ, and thou shait, bo c-eo and thy
bouise.". Notice, there are two parts ia this pro-
mise, but we inuat holieve that thoy tire equally
traci. Iîîdividual fuitlî iii the first Imîf of that
promise cngrafts the boliover into Christ, giv'es
hizn a riglib to ail the benofits of tho Covcnatiî, of
Craco, and îîecessarily iîîîplies bis engagement to
bo thieLor' Baptismi, whieic siifies and seals
those thrco thinags, is evidently the rightb tbing.

Pairentailfaiitlî in the Iabtlbaîf of tbc promise binds
God's faithfulness to engraft, the wvlole houseliold
iite ChriEt, griving that whole houseliold a righit
te ail the bonefits of the Covenant of (iraco, and
the mnaking of them, willing in the day of lus
power te yield themseh'cs wholly 0v 

0r te ho tho
Lerd's. Is net baptism, wvhich signifies and seals
these tbree thîings the righit tbing in the case of
such a household, aîîd dees ib net me-n for the
househiold exactly wlbat it ment te the indivi.
clual ? Bt if the ordinance is administered in
cither case witheut the faitli taking hiold of ('od's,
Iaitlifiulness, it is merely a form.

A parent :so laying '- old upon God's promise
fer lus house, bas the saine righit te couit, God's
faithfulness pledged te engraf t that whole lieuse
into Christ thath li as te count himiself engrafted
inte Christ. Thm only difference is this: luis
fai th for bimself engrafts im i nstantaneously into
Christ, wvhereas his faith for bis beuseliold mnay
still lea"e the inatter of time ia God's liand. He
mnay ho kepb waiting- for the fulfihunent, of the
promise "as these, that wvatch for tlîe mernini.0
But lie bas a ri-lit te de bis watchiag as these:
who watchi for the rnerning de theirs, iii the
grcatcst confidence that it, is coîning, and net one
momeont beinid time either. While hie is*vatc1î-
ing fer it, hoe cati in faith ceunt it bis already.
Ho can mingle bis prayers, whicli are re.ally ratb-
or reminders than potitiens, with heartfelt
tbauksgivings for the answer that has net yet
coine, and se bis joy and confidence will ballow
God's naine wîhi1e lie is watching.

The other mnost precieus truth is this: A parent
se laying beold upon God 's promise fer bis bouise-
hiold bas the saine riglit te, Iay held of the Coven-
ant, of Grace for theni that, lie lias fer liiself.
He cati daim (net merely ask for) Godls adcquat o
mcrcy for lus clîild's unirigrhteousne!.is. Ne eau
plead, Thou art faithful and just te forgive this
child and te " cleause it from, ail unrigliteousness."
When ho finds, as hoe surely wvil, bis ewu utter
inability te toach that child, saying, " Kuow the

hod "b cau rcst joyftilly down iipon t, lie second
promnise, «I For ail shll lcîuow mie, froîn he
lenst of tbein te tluo gieitcqt of tlîom. " ln tlîab
proinisa Gied Iliiiisolf tndortaikos te do tho tendu-.
ing, and it shmal bo dlotc ie eoati daim iii bo-
biaif of lus childron the crewning promise of tIme
whmele Coveniant, tîmat, Ged shall '« put bis laws
lito their mmid and write tiin in timeir licart,
th.at, lie wiil ho te thein a God, and tlîoy shall bo
te hiiia peop)lo."

Tho ihaking tlieni willing te be wholly the
Lord's is in volvo:l both iii thie nrjaf ting into
Christ, and iii tlieir actually partaking of the
bejuoits ef thie Covcenant, ef Craco.

What thon isthe attitude of tho believing par-
ent in presoîitiug lus clîild la baptism ? This is
the attitude hie lias the righit te takoc. Ilo cati
leok upea thmat, erdinance as siguifying te the
child exactly ivhat, it would signify te limsef,
anmd soaliug te the clîild oxactly -whmat it, would
seal te liiimself. Ho net only gives Llîo ciild oi'er
te Ced as llannab did , te bc lus in lifo and in
death . but lie acccpts for the clîilfl, on God's pîro-
mise, its erugraftimg into Christ, and aright te al
the benefits of tho Covenanit of Craco.

Thero are two stops tlhat conmgre-
"Holiness"I gatioms are geneually unwihhing

Marks. te tako, te -ive up part of timeir
nxomberslîi p te start a îîewv cause,

oven whoro lb iuay ho needed, iii a grewir.g coin-
nîunity, and, on the oLlior biand, te unite wbiero
suicl union wroul plaiiily bc fer goed. lit the
former case the cengu-egatiou dees not wish te
-weaken itself and assumec larget- burdeiis, and la
tme latter iieither wislîes te lese, its identity.

In both cases thie trouble arises froni tah-ing
tee lew a view of wbiy the Ciiuricl exists, what iL>
is forJ tlîe extension of Christ's King'Jom, the
ivinniing ef mcai te righiteouisucss, and net tlîo
glory or cenifort, or pleasure or strength of any
cemgrgatien.

lb is a tok-en that a Clbuurch is breathing a
Iigluer life, roalizing a uxebler ideal, whien she is
Nvilling, on tlîe one hand, te sink; lier own identity
;si union with a sister congregation, or3ntî
ethe-tr, te lessen her strength and standing iii the
ey'es of in to fou-ni tîmo ncuokýus of a iîew cause
for Christ. Semoe hîappy unions have rcontly
taken place in our Churcu, ln Vancouver, fatr
West, iii Lachto, Qute., iii tho East, and. lin
other places. May the resuit, ho greater strongtlî
for tlue extension e! Clmrist's Kiagdem la our
lanud.
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