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Sembly, therefore, to entertain the ap-
Peal was a sufficient indication of the final
Sutcome, which is the suspension of Dr.
Briggs indefinitely from the ministry of
the Presbyterian Church. .
The General Aszembly’s decision reverses
the finding of the New York Presbytery,
Whieh, while not approving all the utter-
inces of Dr. Briggs, but giving due
Weight to his explabations and to his
afirmations of loyalty to the Standards of
the Churen and to thne doetrine of the
fLoly Scriptures, declared that he had not
" trausgre.sed the limits of liberty allow-
®l under our constitution to scholarship
20d opinion.” The General Assembly, up-
o0 the same evidence and after hearing
SUbstantially the same pleadings, arrests
hig liberty as n minister and forbids him
© exercise his ministerial privileges
M its churche: or in its name until he has
. ®xhibjtea repentance. for his errors. This
% Contrary, as we have more than once
Pointed out, to the course of procedure in
OUr civil courts. When a man has been
Place¢ on trial on an indictment and ac-

~Witted thereon, that judgment cannot be

the

Teversed in any oi our civil tribunals. It
Contrary to the Constitution of the Unit-
ed Stetes to put a man twice in jeopardy
o bis lite or liberty. But in proceeding
88 it did the General Arsembly was acting
®btirely within the limits of the.Dlresby-
teriay Constitution, and, however repel-
lant ¢ may be to the common sense of
Justice to have I’rofessor Briggs now con-
€mpeg upon the same charges upon
“hieh the lower court pronounced him
"™ocent, still it must be conceded that
I8 perfectly good Presbyterian law.
The wote by which the appeal was sus-
Yaineq was large—more than three to
» and there is no reason tokloubt that
' vote iairly represents the mind of
Presbyterian Chureh. It would be
- ®mple folly to charge that the General
Ssembly was a packed Assembly, as

e *of the more ardent parti-
BOs  charged reapecting  thé  Assem-
bly 0f  kastt year and of tha year

- Unquestionably, the great ma-
Horigy Presbyterian ministers and el-
T8 will recelve the action:of the Assem-
bly at Washington with satisiaction. Nor

c‘.u‘ it be truthfully said that the Assem-
¥ waw actuated by a feeling of bitter-
s o relentiess hostility to Professor
riggy in its procecdings in his case. The
i,t’O'I‘ ol The Evangelist, who has proved
el am able champion of ,the cause of
accusedd, speaks of the Assembly as

- able, imposing and representative body
. Wem, “for the most part, plain, simple,

TF-minded, strong in their conviction
earnest in their purpose, Dut not o
“Unguinary as T had been led to suppose.’
He Watcheg, them closely forsix days, and
dn”‘"& all that time he did ot hear ‘‘one
lgly word, a single epithet that might
o lterpreted as a fling at the accused.”
. ¢ also speaks of the fairness of the Mod-
S TAtor in the highest terms. We quote
Y8C expresgidns because of the attempt
oM the part of the daily 'press to make it
:). Pear otherwise. Those who have
. mﬁt‘“h@d the course of the secular press
M"K"““mlly, know that in relizious matters
_ %am be very imtolerant.
th The Gemeral Assembly has not leit
e Church in doubt as to the precise ut-
1 tirg Nces it means to condemn. In the
g € place It declares that the doctrine
(, "Tct ¢ errancy of the Beriptures is i‘-n con-
E With the statement of the Scripture
l:se"’ and also with the statements of
R Standards oi the Church concerning
4'e Secondly, it declares that the human
‘e and the Church cannot be regard-
ho 88 fountains of divine authority. So to
‘the s “most dangerous and contrary to
ord of God aml our Standards.”
- lagy, s it comdemns Dr. Brizgs’ specu-
: fong a8 to sanctification of the soul
::‘:r death as a dangerous hypothes's
- I conflict with the Word of God.
are the views which the Gener-
8sembly geclares to be contrary both
; the Scriptures and the Standards, and
.“hn“ef'ow not gllowable i, the Presbyter-
i “DUrch. The most important declara-
, ' Of course, ig that in reference to er-
iapY"  The Assembly is, not willing to
f'h&m,: Mo ministers to teach that the
: 18 a mixture of inspired truth and
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uninspired error. By a separate resolu-
tion it has declared its belief that ‘‘the
Bible as we mow have it in its various
translations and versions, when freed from
all errors and mistakes of translators,
copyists and printers, is the very Word
of God, and comsequently without error.”
This, of course, Implies that the original
manuscripts ¢came from God. The minority
are quite willing to aecept this with a
modification ‘to the effect that “in wo far
as the original manuscripts came from
God, undoubtedly it was without error.”
There s mo question hetween the
two parties that whatever has
come from God s without error.
To hold to the contrary swould be to
impeach either his knowledge or ¢harae-
ter. But the liberals say that there
are errors in the Bible, as‘we have it, and
that while these errors are trifling they
are, nevertheless, errors ol dfscnepancies,
and mothing s gained by denying that
they are such, or that they were in the
original autographs. The conservalives
would mot <lafim that verbal mconsist-
encies do not appear in the Bible; but
they hold that God could mot give us
a4 revelation containing positive error. It
is evident that mot a few i those ar-
rayed om opposite sides ol this question
are comtending more about terms than
truth. They are not so tar apart as they
seem. Dr. Briggs has gone {urther than
most of his defenders would go, and made
it appear to many that the errors of the
Bible are formidable in number and ex-
tent, ii mot in character.

There are no signs of schism as a  result
of the action of the Gemeral Assembly.
For this the Christian world cannot be
too thankful. The controversy itself is
bad enough, but divisions would be ten-
fold worse. The ardent supporters of

Dr. Briggs have annoumced their inten-

tion to remain in the Church, unless they
are driven out. Untll they challenge the
Church i some such positive way as Dr.
Briggs challenged It in his inaugural ad-
dress, ther¢ is no rear that they mull be
driven out. The Church has not taken a
step backward, as some writers intimate.
It allows just as much liberty to lts min-
isters as it ever did. It Joes not knean
to put the ban omn scholurship, as certain
excited mewspapers have declared. Any
scholar will find himself perfectly free
to exercis¢ in the Church amy reasonable
liberty. We do not think that the
Church is at all enamoured of heresy trials,
amd it will not seek tofind heretics in min-
isters and theological professors who do
not step forth imto the arena and imvite
‘its ecclesiastical processes. If there are
those, however, who want to enlarge up-
on the alieged errors of the Bible, and
to put its most earnest tefenders in the
same category with the umbelievers who
have attacked its divine authority, they
had better not do so éis ministers or mem-
bers ©of the Presbyterian Church.

This s the way we interpret the de-
cisions and deliverances at Washington
—N. Y. Indepéndent.

TORONTO PRESBYTERY.

—

The Presbytery of Toromto met on
Tuesday, the 6th inst., the Moderator,
Rev. James A. Gramt, presiling. The Rev.
J. ‘Melvor, & licentiate of Kinross Presby-
tery of the U P. Church, Scotland, present-
ed papers, and asked to be received as a
minjgter of the Presbhyterian Church in
Camada. It was agreed, after consilera-
tion, to apply to the Genmeral Assembly
for permisshon to receive him. Mr.Jamie-
son, a licentiate of Barrie Presbytery, ask-
ed that his name be placed o the roll of
Toronto Presbytery, and on presenting a
presbyterial certificate, the request was
granted. Dr. Caven reported ai‘all frcgm
‘St. James Square congregation, Toronto,
given in favour ol the Rev. C. H. C. Mec-
Gregor, M.A., ot Aberdeen, Scotland. Mr.
McGregor was one of the three whom the
Keswick Brethren sent out to visit Can-
ada im response 'to the imvitation irom a
number of Canadian brethren. The call
was sustained, and Dr. Caven was ap-
pointed t¢ appear im its support before
the Presbytery of Aberdeen. The congre-
gations of Oakville and East Toronto were
given permission to mortgage theirchurch
property to the amounts requested. Per-
migsion was granted to the Georgetown
and Limehouee congregations to moder-
ate im a call, when prepared to do so.
Dr. Ghosen Howle appeared before Preshy.
tery amd addregsed the members in refer-
ence to his intention to return to his ma-
tive land and work there. The Presbytery
thereupon passed the following resolution:
“That the Pregbytery express its interest
in Mr. Howle’s' purpowe to devote himself

to the work of preaching the Gospel in
b pative .and, its hope that u suitable
opening may e iound, and that Mr. Llow-
w’s labours may be crowaed with suc-

cess.’””  Mr. Hamuton tendered his resig-
nationl of the charge of Lglinton and
Bethesda. Petit.ions were presented ex-

Pressing regret thut he had done so, and
the Presbytery ajter hearimg commission-
ers irol voth congregations, and very
fully consdermg the case, refused towue-
cept the resignation tenuered. I'he jol-
bowing students appearced before the Pres.
bytery to be taken on Kral ior lLicense,
viz., Messrs. J. Bell, 8.A., J. d. Courtenay,
W. 8. Heron, W. 0. Werswll, B.A., Geo.
Logwe, B.A., James R. Mackay, R. W.
Ross, M.A., tl. F. Thomus, B.A., and A. E.
Vert. Alter ecareful examination their
truals were sustwined, and these Zentle-
men were duly lLicensed to prewch the Gos-
pel  whercsoever God i His providence
may lead toem.  The rem.t irom General
Assembly, anent the proposal to allow
Synod to issue all complaints and appeals
not imvolving doctrine or polity, was
brought forward, when it wasagrecd that
owing to the fact that khis remit had veen
50 long overlooked, and the careiul con-
suderation it demands is not now possible,
the Presbytery take no action and express
no op.nion apon it. Mr. Gilray presented
the annual Home M.ss.on statement;
wlhich sbows that in addition to the or-
dinary coatributions to the Home Mission
IFunds of ta. Church, the City of Toronto
gives over $3,000 to vardous tiomr: Mission
euterprises. Mesasrs. Gilray, Dr. Reid,
Neil, Macdonneil, Grant, G.bson, Kilgour,
and the Moderators oi mission stations
were appointed the Home Mission Com-
mittee for ihe current year. 'I'he Rev.
Thos. Sedgwiek, D.D., oi Tatamagounche,
was nominated as Moderator of the next
General  Assembly.—R. C. Tibb, Presby-
tery Clerk.

MR. DAWSON ON SCOTTISH
PREACHERS.

Rev. W. J. Dawson, in a character-
sketeh of Dr. Marcus Dods, in the roung
Man ror Juge, gives his  impressions or
Scott.sh character. Dheotogical uisputes,
lie says, whiclkh divide Seotland inww hos-
tite camps, as Lixely as woc awaken «only
the jantest <choes in England, and
nanles whica are battle cries across the
1weed, are received on tlus side the Bor-
der with indiiference and neglect. 1 he
reason is not far Lo seek. Scouland s the
land i

mterpretation of religion. The inglish
nnnd is demser and myore practical. It has
been nourisived on truth that is the reverse
ol speculative, and 1s oily m a low  de-
gree analytic, and only = matters oi
politics keenly disputative. But in Scot-
iand politics themeselves are subordinat-
ed to theclogy. The peasant farmer of
the loneliest glen has his views o reli-
gion amd <chureh government, and is
strong in dlalectics. At the scent oi her-
eésy every true-born Scot stra.ms the
leash. He has small respect for any au-
thority when his theological fervour is
roused.” kEngland has become iar too
sunk in the affalrs of material and practi-
cal progress to give more than a desul-
tory attention to theology; but in Scot-
land a new  Reformation could be ar-
ranged at any moment. There are plenty
of Scotsmen still ready to'burn other peo-
ple or be burned themselves for a dog-
ma. The stamp of John Kwnox is upon
the entire uatiomal life; religion stili
holds the first place . in the common
thought, and ie to thousands who are
no \whit belind the chief of ‘merchants in
the ability to win wealth, the really en-
grossing and commanding interest of
life, '

In England manner counts for a great
deul in preaching ; in all oratory man-
ner is ome of the most important elements,
but in Scotland matter counts for every-
thing. I do not mean to saythata Scotch
audience differs from any other in keen
appreciation of the arts that make an
orator, or that Scotch preachers are as
2 class deficlent in these arts. Chal-
mers, Guthrie and Edward Irving weré
supreme orators; so to-day is Principal
Caird, ol Glasgow ; and in preachers like
these the manner of delivery counts for
as much as the matter. But where in Eng-
land a really profound thinker who has

no grace of delivery would be left to
address a beggary array - of empty
benches, while a glib-tongued ranter

woulkd get his crowd, in Secotland the
thinker wiould be. pretty sure of reward,
and the deficiency.of his mamner would he
readily forgiven for the sakeof his matter.
The reason probably is that the domin-
amt fibre of the Secotch mind ¥ more seri-
ous than the English. Men go to church
for instruction in truth, and ‘the pulplt is
a prime force in the educattom of thought.
No sermmon I8 too long for a Scotch aud-
ience, if It be a really able treatment of
@ great 'theme: and ¥ s Impossible to
put too much solid thought into a ser-
mon which is to be addressed to a Scoteh
audience. ’

thevlogy, and for centuries its
‘ greatest movemeats have ar.sen out os the
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THE PEOPLE'S BIBLE. Discourses from
Holy Scripture. By Joseph Parker,
D.D., London, Mark-Luke. Octavo,
460 pp., cloth, $1.50. New, .York
and Toronto: Funk and Wagnalls

Company.
In this volume, as in the numbers
which preceded it, the author carries on

his expository and homiletic work with
force amnd perspicuity. Important pas-
sages amd sometimes difficult points are
opened up and made clear and luminous.
Parker’s People’s Bible is a sort of every-
body’s commentary, and is of special
help and value to pastors, preachers, lay-

workers and private readers. Itcoutaims

bright supplies for all who read the
English Bible. There are more than At
ty chapters, expository of the text aec-
cording to Mark and Luke'n the present
volume. The following from the subject-
titles will serve to indicate originality
of treatment by the author : “The Three-
fold Beginning of the Gospel ;** “Spirit-
ual Reparation;” “Christ’s Relation to
Great Multitudes ;" “The Unknown Quan-
tity i Christ;” “The Spiritual Value o!
the Near amd the Invisible ;7 “The Silent
Looks of Christ ;” “Exciting Sermons ;"
“Pilous at the Wrong Places ;" “Person-
al Pronouns ;" “Inquiry Into Meanings;”

“The Claims of the City ;”” “How to Treat .

Commotion,” ote. A good, practical in-
dex is ziven at the close of the volume.

The Missionary Review of the World

for June, comes to hand with its 96 pages
crowded

‘mz and imstructive articles on a great
variety of topics from the pems of more
tham a score of leading writers and
thinkers, in all parts of the world. Tts
six well-edited departments, under the

management of such giants as Rev. A.T.

Plerson, D.D., Rev. J. T. Gracay, D.D., Rev.
A. J. Gordon, D.D., Rev. D. J.. Leonard,
Prof. Amos R. Wells, and ecrowded with

valuable articles from all over the worild,

bring together each month in one: vast
symposium, the current missionary
thought of the Chrigtian Church of all de-
nominiations. Published monthly, at
$2.00 per year, by Funk and Wagnalls Com-
pany, New York.

The Treasury of Religious Thought {or
June is not a whit pehind any of the
relizious magazines, in style, matter and
variety. The preacher or Christian work-
er who fails to read thisexcellent month-
ly canmot be abreast of the times, and
is not thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.  Dr. C. H. Parkhurst’s sermon on

Conscience should be read by everyone. ’

leading Thoughts of Sermons comprise
The Everlasting Heritage, The Love .of
Jegus, How the Dewvil Helped a Saint,

Finding God, and The Sepulchre of Jegus.

Pulpit Prayer is excellently treated by
Dr. A. H. Moment, and Christ the Soul’s
Well-Spring by Dr. T. L. Cuyler.
Oriental Churches are described by Dr.
Jessup ; 8. 8. Lessons are explained by Dr.
Moment. * Editorials treat of Doctrinal
and Practical Preaching, First Prineiples,
Right Thinking, Keep Imitating the Orig-
inal Copy, The Church Vow. All depart-
ments are overflowing with good things.
E. B. Treat, Publisher, New Xork.

The Juie Cosmo olitan is a specially
interesting aumber of this valuable mag-
azine. The leading articles are as fol-
lows : “ The City of Brooklyn,” by Murat
Halstead ; ““ The Rise and Decline of the
Hawaiian Monarehy,” by H., H. Gowen ;
*“The Merrimac and the Cumbeoriang,” by

- T. O. Selfredie, jr., U. 8. N. ; * The Degerted
Homes of New England,” by Clifton John-

som ; and ‘‘ Notes of the Brussels Mone-
tary  Conferemce,” by E. B. Andraws.
** June,” a poem, by. Archibald Y.amp-
man, will attract attentiom. The 1l
lustrations m this issue are numerous and
well executed. ‘

An exchange makes the following ‘true

remark : * The halting, tricky faghion In
which the World’s Fair managers are deal-
ing with the Sunday question raises a sus-

picion that they may be rather small men .

for so big an enterprise.”

{

with encouraging news, inspir- -
ing discussions, and altogether interest- -
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