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Thoe crucial question is this: Is it God's will or is il our wifl
iviichlivw are to seck to obcy? lIt it is our wvilI, thon we shial grive
tlîanks only ivlicn w'e ]lave wbait wve want. If it is ({od's ill thein
we shall give thanks for evr'h~.Instead of praying for fine
'%vcat1ier whoen it is wct, or for wct weathor whoen iL is fine, it would
<ften be -better to pray for grace to take tie weathcr as God grives
it. Instcad of praying for riches whoen we are poor or for heoalth
whlen we are in sickness, iL would be oftm~ botter to pray thiat wc
mnay Iearn the inerciful lossons whbîch poverty and affliction are
iîîtendcd to teachi us. 1 do not say thiat ive are wrong whien in try-
uigc circunmstancos we pray for escape fronii them. There is no
sanctifying force in mere discomfort, and it is natural enoughl that
we seek to be rid of iL. But we liave nover any righit to inake un-
eonditional deinands upon God. " Not my will but thine be donc "
is tie essence of ail truc petition. lIt inighlt chance that if our
prayer was aiiswered, we shiould be infinite losers. W'e are so apt
to inistake the best possessions of life. For exanipk, we think weo
cannot )ive without health. You often hear men say: «"Healtli is
the greatest blessingr in the world." INow, that it is a grreat blessing
iio one wvill deny. But if it is the greatest blessing, wbatt of tho-se
consigned to Iife-Iongr w'eakness, mioaingç ou t the long days in the
hospitals or in the sick chambers,? Are thiey cursed because tlhey
:are not strongy ï Go to thein and a-sk. Thocir pale faces lighit Up
witli joy as they tell you how good God is ix> thein, and -f you say,
"Why, I thoughit thero Nvas no blcssingr in the 'wOIrld like hoealtii,"

thiey ivili mrile sadly at your chuildishi unbelief. 0 brothers, let us
be thankful that the best possessions of lufe are not, upon the sur-
face. It is a good thing to be well anid strong, but I hiad rather lie
Job> stungr iitli a loatlisoine îrnaady, yeL singring bis pqalni of praiso,
than the gilded voluptuary who revois in bis animal spirits, but who(
is himself ail animal deligbitinig to wallow in Mie mnire. IL is a good
tbing to liave enoughl an~d to, spare of this world's riches; but I
cannot envy Dives bis splendid purpie and his luxiirious fare when
I sec poor despised Lazarus, wibo hiad once been grateful for the
cerurnibs w-hich fell froïn the ricbi man's table, carrie<l by the n#mgel-s
into Abrabiam's bosoin. Whien the end coules iL Nvill inaLter lifth.
what Nwc lave, It wvill inaLter greatly w-bat we are.

I biope ivc begin to sec that there is notbing unrcas(>nabke in
St. Paul's injunction : «IIn everytingg cive tlianks." I ncevl not
remind you how biardi it semnis in the bouir of disappointinent oir
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