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INFANT BAPTIS.M A SIN

Before shomng' that the practice
of baptizing infants is a sin, let us as-
certain from the Wird of God what
sin really is. There are four distinct
definitions of sin given in the New,
Testament. The first definition is in
James 1v., 17. “Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good and doeth it not,
to him it is sin.” According to this,
sin, which literally means missing
the mark, is negative, and is some-
thing beyond a condition or state. It
is sin not to do good when knowledge,
power and opportunity are possessed
for doing so. Failing to do right is
sin. Not doing what we are told to do
is just as much sintas doing what we
are not told to do. The one is as much
disobedience as the other, and has ap-
propriate penalty attached, as found
in Luke xii., 47. Infant baptism is do-
ing what we are not told to do, and,
according to this passage, is sin. The
second definition of sin is found in L
John v., 17. “All unrighteousness is
sin.” Unrighteousness is a departure
from that which is straight, upright,
or exactly right. It is a coming short
of the end, failing to attain unto the
will of God as expressed in iis Word.
This departure may be in thought and

desire as well as in act and speech.
It may be negative as well as
positive According to this def-
inition,, infant baptism is a sin, as
it is a departure from thuat which is

straight, even the mind and
of God, as declared in His t:

The third definition is
John iii., 4. “For
sion af the law
is the revised

purpose
uth,

given in T,
sin is the (ransgres-
“Sin is lawlesspess”
rendering. M:in, who
realizes sin in act, manifests the as-
sertion of a selfish will against par-
amount authority. The will of God fis
applied to our personal being as well

as to our relation io man, to things
without, and our duty to God. The
law of Moses took notice of man's

dealings with himself, with other men,

with animals, with harvests, and also
of his duty te God. Any violation of
any or all »f these  laws was sin,
When, therefore, anyome acts in dis-
regard to God's will there is lawless-
ness or transgression. The human
will becomes tha rul:r and there is no
respect for authority outside of self.
The Christian should have his eye di-

rected upward to his Liord, and not in-
ward to his own will. He should per-
mit God, through His Word and Spir-
it, to choose his path and direct his
steps. To refuse to be thus guided by
the will and word of God is transgres-
sion, or the widest missing of the
mark possible to man. Infant bap-
tism, according to this definition, is
transgression, or lawlessness, because
it is not either directed or sanctioned
by the will or word of God.

The fourth definition of sin is found
in Romans xvi.,, 23. “For whatsoever
is not of faith is sin.’¥ Faith has three

elements, each succeeding term of
which includes and imphes the pre-
ceding. There is (a) an intellectual

element, or the recognition of the
truth of God's revelation as an objec-
tive fact, as given in His Word; (b)
an emotional element or an assent to
that revelation as applicable to the
character and conduct; (¢) a volun-
tary element or the surrender to, and
dppropriation of, that revelation as
the source of pardon, peace and life,
Faith, in this passage, includes all
the elements of true trust, and, ac-
cording to Romwns x., 17, has its
source in, and basis upom, the Word
of God. The apostle means that
whatsoever doctrine, practice, or con-
duct has not its source in, or basis up-
on, the Word of God is sin, or missing
the mark. Infant baptism has not its
source or foundation in the Word of
God, but omly in tradition It -Ix
therefore sin.

There are yet other reasons for af-
firming that infant baptism is a sin.

1. It is expressly contradicted in
the Scriptures by the pre-requisites
of faith and repentence as signs of re-
gengration. Matthew and John —
Matt, xxviii, 19; John ix., 2,— speak
of baptising disciples ; Mark speaks of
baptising believers, Mk. xvi., 6; Peter
speaks of baptising omnly those who
have first repented and received the
word, Acts ii., 38-41. Luke speaks of
baptising men and women who had
first believed the good tidings con-
cerning the kingdom of God : ihe

Acts x., 47, speaks of those lxxmu
baptised who had first received the
Holy Ghost. Infants are none of
these.

2. It breaks the connection between
the ordinances. No reason can be as-

signed for restricting to intelligent
communicants the ordinance of the
Supper which could not equally re-

strict to intelligent believers the
dinance of baptismThe ordinance of
baptism tells of life imparted, the or-
dinance of the Supper tells of life
sustained ; and accordingly, if baptism
should be administered to unconsci-
ous babes, they should also partake
of the Lord’s Supper. This course is
logically consistent, nnd in the Greek
Church has led to infant communion.
No argument can be ‘advanced for in-
fant baptism which has not equal
weight for infant communion.

3. It forestalls the voluntary act
of the child baptised, and thus prac-
tically prevents his personal abedi-
ence to Christ’s commands. The child
is made the subject of an act and
thereby becomes the member of a
church which it may afterward spurn.
More than fifty per cent. of those bap-
tised as believers were baptised in in-
fancy. The person ptmed in infancy
has never perfo y act with the
intent to abgy Christ's command to be
bajptised. In I. Peter iii., 21, i tis de-
<clared that baptism gives a good con-
science before God. What ‘“‘consci-
m" can an infaithave in this mat-

o -

4. Tt obscures and corrupts Chris-
tian truth with regard to the suffi-
ciency of Scripture and the inconsist-
ency of an impenitent life with church
membership. Infant baptism in Eng-
land is followed by confirmation as a
matter of course, whether there has

been any conscious abandonment of |
In Germany a man i3 al-{

sin or not.
ways considered a Christian unless he

SILENCEY

The instinct of modesty natural to
every woman is often a great hindrance
to the cure of womanly diseases. . Women
shrink from the personal questions of

sician
seem indelicate,
The thought of
examination is
abhorrent to
them, and so
they endure in
silence a condi-
tion of disease
which surely
rogresses from
gad to worse.

It has been

Dr. Pierce’s SN
privilege to cure §
a great many |
women who
bave found a
refuge for mod- |
esty in his offer |
of /rn’ consulta-
tion by letter.
All correspond-
ence is held as §
strictly private 3
and sacredly
confidential.
Address Doctor
R, V. Pierce,
Buffalo, N. Y.

Dr. Pierce’s
Favorite Pre-
scription estab-
lishes regularity, dries weakening drains,
heals inflammation and ulceration, and
cures female weakness.

"Hﬂving used Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prrmip
tion and 'Golden Medical Discovery' during
the past year,” writes Mrs. Mattie Long, of
Pfouts Valley, Perry Co., Pa., "I can truthfully
recommend these medicines for all female weak
nesses, I have used several bottles of * Favorite
l‘rmﬁ‘){uuu which I consider a great blessiug
to weak women. I was so nervous and dis
couraged that I hardly knew what to do. Your
kind advice for home treatment helped me won-
derfully. Thanks to Dr. Pierce.”

Biliousness is cured by the use of Dr.
Pierce's Pleasant Pellets.

e

expressly states the contrary; in fact
he feels insulted if his Christianity is
questioned. At the funerals even of
infidels and debauchees the plate used
may be inscribed with “Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord.” They
are believed to have died in the Lowd
because of their baptism in infancy.
Confidence in one's Christianity and
hopes of heaven, based only on the
fact of infant baptism, are a great
obstacle to evangelical truth

5. It destroys the church as a spir-
itual body by merging it into the na-
tion and the world. It opens wide the
gates and fills the church with a cor-
rupt mass of unregenerate humanity.
This practice has always gone hand
in hand with the state church and the
unbiblical doctrine of baptismal re-
weneration. Its rise in the histary of
the church is due to sacramental com-
ceptions of Christianity

6. It induces a superstitious comfi-
dence in an outward rite as possessing
regenerating efficacy. Stanley says
the French peasants still regard in-
fants as mere animals, members of the
brute creation, until baptised. The
haste with which the priest or minis-
ter is summoned to baptise the dying

child, which in some cases is prema-
turely born, shows that superstition
still lingers in many an otherwise

evapgelical mind in our own country.
In the Catholic Catechism, on ‘page 69,
we read that baptism is “A sacrament
which cleanses from woriginal sin,
makes us Christians and children of
God, and heirs of the Kingdom of Hea-
ven,” and that without it ome cannot
enter into the kingdom. In the Cath-
olic Review we read, “Unbaptised,
these little ones @o into darkness ; but

OPINIONS LEADIV(: PHYSICIANS,

I nave used W. T. Strong’s Pilekons
for external as well as internal piles
and get better results than from any
other remedy I have used. A. GRA-
HAM, M. D., London. Ont.

W. T. STRONG, Manufacturing
Chemist, T.ondon, Ontario.

Price, $1.00. For sale by druggists,

Our....
Headcheese

We have sold more this
4 season than ever before.
3 Try it
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baptised, they rejoice in the presence
of God for ever.” In the English
Church Book of Common Prayer it is
declared that the infant is “made a
child of God and an inheritor of the
Kingdom of Heaven,” in baptism. In
the Presbyterian “Confessiom of
Faith,” which is the doctrinal stan-
dard of the church, om jpage 91, S. S.1,
baptism is called a “seal.” A seal is
that which secures or makes certain.
According to the Confession, baptism
seals, secures or makes certain four
things for the candidate, there named
“his ingrafting into Christ,” “regener-
ation,” “remission of sins” and ‘“his
giving up unto God, through Jesus
Christ, to walk in newness iof life.”

According to Romans iv.,, 11, circum-
cision was a ‘“‘seal,” and being such it
secures fo¥ the flesh, or self-life, the
responsibility of obtaining justifica-
tion by waorks. Baptism, on the con-
trary, puts the flesh, or self-life, un-
der condemnation before God as utter-
ly useless, consigns it to death and,
as a sign, declares that justification
before Goxd now is through faith alone
in Jesus Christ.

Speaking of the efficacy of baptiem
on page 92, S. S. i, the comfession
dechares thait “by the night use of
thie ordinamnce the grace promised is
not only offered, but really exhibit-
ed and bestowed by the Holy Ghost.”
This makes baptism instrumental in
regeneration, which I8 opposed to
Scripture. In James i, 18; I. Pet.
i, 23, the word of 'God alone is de-
clared to be the instrument by which
the Holy Spnnv, regenerat es. The
Holy Spirit is fhe sole agent in re-
@eneration ; the word of God is the
exclusive instrument in regeneration ;
and faith directed to Jesus in His
sacrificial capacity, 1s the absolute
condition of regenenation—John [. 13.
How then are those children regen-
erated who die in infancy ¢ It is not
known. Baptiam docs not save., Sal-
vation is only through the once shed

blood. Jesus was no more God’s son
after his baptism than He was be-
fore tt. It did not make but only

‘“mamnifested,” disclosed or made Him

known as God's son—John 1., 31, 33.
There 18 not a church or body of
people who hold to the practice of
baptizing unconscious nfants but
claim that the nite in some way and
to some degree possesses saving effi-

cacy. Were an adult convineed that
by being baptized his eternal Sal-
vatiom was rendered more secure and
shoulld put comfidemce in that and
dive v his sins, baptism would be a
dammnation to him

It hus been shown that the tra-
ditiomal practice of baptizing infants
is & 8in. Two little words will an-
swer the letter eatitled “Tihe Rev.
J. J. Ross vs. [nfant Baptism.” The
writer of that article is unfair in
that he demands “Thus saith the
Lord,” as “the ultimate standard of
appeal,” meaning, of course, direct
proofs from Scripture for each state-
ment made, wiile he himself takes
the fathers as ‘“the ultimate stan~
dard of appeal.” The divine author-
ity of the fathers is “not accepted as
valid.” 1s the Rev. J. B. Scott, of Bux-
ton, the Presbyterian minister there,
a Roman Catholic ¢ The doctrine of
baptismal regeneratiom, the real
Presence tiransubstantiation. In-
voking the Saints, praying for the
dead, etc., etc., all have their origin
and authority in the fathers, They
claim that Jesus taught and believed
such things. 1f the fathers be ac-
cepted a8 divine authority for in-
fant baptisem why mot for these other
erromeous doctrines §

“Where there is no law there is
no transgression —Rom. ix, 15. Whait
does Paul mean here { Does he mean
that there is no sin where there is
no law ¢ He does not mean that, for
in Romans v, 13, 14, he affirms that
in that lomg period between Adam
and Moses, when there was no writ- |
ten law, mam was yet in 8in.

Fourteen years before the sign of
law was given to Abrabam, while
he was yet in heathemism and know-
ing absolutely nothing about the
covenant of works, e was a sinner
for it was them that God justified
him—Rom. iv, 10, 11. Sin was in the
human race long before the law of
Moses was given. By 4 comparison
of Romamns iii, 20; v, 13, 20; Gal. iii,
19, 21, it will be clear that the
apostle means that without written
law there can be no knowledge of
t ransg ression. Where there i8 no

applied plumb-line there is no re-|
viealed crookedness. The law was |
designed to give a manifest form |

to the latent sin that dwelt within.
Man has always been slow to believe
in the deep fountain of sin that
dwells in human nature for he only |
fixes his eye upon detached actioms i

of evil. Iet us suppose a physician |
who wishes to convinee his patient
that a deep eented insidious deadly

disease lies rooted within his system.
The man is unwilling to believe it.
He gives him, then, a medicine which

brings to the skin, in numerous
ulcers, the evil disorder that lurks
within. Now the dieease is evident
to the eye. The medicine did not |

produce the direase but only brought‘
it out to view. Wihen there was no |
applied medicine there was no mani- |
fest disorder. This is the idea that
the apostle bas in mind when he
says “Where there is no law there
i8 no transgnression.’’

Man is not excused from sin be-
cause of ignorance. There are many
who believe in and practice infant
baptism in good faith, thinking that
#t is authorized in the Scriptures
whemn it is not. Are they, therefore,
guiltless ¥ No. They are as surely
under sin in that practice as those
people were during that long period
between Adam amd

Does the writer of “The Rev. J. J.
Ross vs. Infant Baptism’ still be-
lieve and affirm that infant baptism
has Scmptulral authority ¢ He is

challenged ‘to produce it. One plain
itive declaration of God's word,
iny primciple, precept or practice, will
be sufficient, but do not try to build

your doctrine upon a
msfaxuwe for by such alome it can-
Your Biblical students
are noted ; your numbers are maany,
and surely yw are able to find only
one place in the Scriptures where
the ordimance is described, where its
method of admimistration is given,
and where ite resulits are stated. If
the Rev. J. B. Scoitt does not speak
“by his silence he gives comsent” that
such a practice is exclusively a tra-
dition and therefore a sin.

J. J. ROSS.
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Minard’s Liniment Cures LaGrippe.

IT HAS THAT CLEAR
LIQUOR

So appreciated by Japan Tea Drinkers.

"SALADA”

Ceylon GREEN Tea will displace Japan

'L'en just as  “Halada
other black teas.

Black 1s displacing all
25c¢ and 4oc per 1b.
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Be sure our registered brand ““Kent Mills’’ is

Stevens’

Is pure and wholesome.

The Canada Flour Mills Co,, Ltd.
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$ on every sack
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It is a guarantee of best quality.

Breakfast Food

Your grocer sells it.
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HUGH McuoONALD & Co.
Values in

IRON BEDS

are offering Special

They have the largest assortment in town
and can sell them at the lowest prices.

to $20.00,

Iron Beds now come at $3.50, $4.00, $4.50

and are fitted with strong, durable springs
at $1.50, $1.75, $2.00 and $3.00.
To complete the outfit they can give pure.

clean Mattresses at any price from $2.00, ¢
$2.50, $3.00 to $18.00,
Hugh McDonald & Co.
FURNITURE AND CARPETS
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FOR SALE EVERYWHERE.
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HOUSE-KEEPERS’

WASHING DAY .
is relieved of half its burdens by
using @

E. B. EDDY’S

INDURATED FIBRE

WARE

TUBS AND PAILS

Being LIGHT, STRONG and
DURABLE. and made in
ONE PIECE with no hoops

to full off, their superiority
is at once apparent.
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HOLIDAYGUTLERY

We have received a special line of

Carvers in Cases, Knives, Forks,

Specially prepared for Christmas
Presents at Lowest Prices.
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Hardware :-; Store
KING STREET
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0. B. BIWERS & Cu. 3

+

4

i End Fifth St. Bridge, I
+ North Ohatham, §
:; ——Contractors for—

Plumbing, Gas
Fitting, Steam
And Hot Water
Heating . . ...

; Special 'Attention Given
Repairing.

C.R. BOWERS & CO.
Telephone 316 ¥
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MASONS’
SUPPLIES.

We have a complete stock of Lime,
Cement, Plaster, Sewer Pipe, Fire
Brick, Cut Store, Sand, Hair, Etc.,
of the best quality and at the
lowest possible prices—give us a
call.

I. & J. OLDERSHAW, §

King 8t. West,
Opp. Piggott’s Luxber Yard

OANADIAN PAOIFIO
Corrected June 3rd, 1802,

GOING EAST GOING WESF
*2.36a. m. L ..Exprese...."L1l p, m,
"R p. iy Express...."1.06 ». m.
*Daily,

GRAND TRUNK.

GOING EAST OOING WESD
145 p m..... Accomodatior .2.30 p.m.
2 23 p.m. Buﬂ'&lo, New York and
Torcato Express

8 32am......Express......8 15a.m

12 42 p.m.

Buffalo, Toronto and North Bay.

5 08 p.m...*"'Eastern Flyer,” for Mon-

treal and Muskoka.
50 p.m..... Accomodation . 4.23 p.m.

.. *“International Limited..9.10 p.m
For Detroit and Chicago.
*“Daily Sunday illr:lullm%.

=

THE WABASH RAILROAD CO._
GOING WES'L EAST BOUN

No.1—6.45a m....... No, 2—12.23 p. m ]
3—1.07 p. m. . 4—11,06 p. m
13—1.25p. m........
5— 9.62 p. m. —1.32 a. mY
9—1.18 a. m. —2.49 p. m

The Wabash is the short u]d true rouws
J. A. RICHARDSON,
Dist. Pass. Agt., Toronto and St. Thomay
J. C. PRITCHARD,
Station Agent
W. K. RISPIN,
N EUA T1h Kiug St.,

Chatham,

Lake [:rle & DeerIt River R.R.

Effective Nov. 15

1902,
ILeave Chatham

Mail and

For HExp Mix. Kxp. Exp
Blenheim 0.308 12.27p 4.15P 7.05@
R dgetown ... 7.05 & 10,30 a
Rodney .
West Lorne
Dutton
St. Thomas
London
Leamington
Kingsvile
Walkerville
| Dresden
| Wallaceburg
Sarnia .

705 .. for London is a through train, othee
trains connect at Blenheim for East and West
changing cars

Arrive at Chatham

Exp

)5 a

7.458 4.15 P

g.o5 A 1 5 40 p

From Blenheim, Ridge

town Rodney, West Lorne, Dutton, St. Fhomas,
London, g.0:a; 9 40p From Ileamngton
Kingsville, Walkerville, 11,508, 8.20p From

Dresden, Wallaceburg, Sarnia oa,
L. E. TILLSON H

705 P
M()}XIFH

Wn|krrv\llr

Gen. Agent, e}
' Chatham,

WHAT IT IS.

I A TOURIST CAR.
Ll

A Camnadian Pacific Tourist Car is
similar in general appomtments to
this Company’s palace sleepers. It ks
large, airy, perfectly ventilated,
handsomely finished and wupholstered.

Portable section partitions, which
firmly lock in place at might, malse
an open nlerior witth no obstructing
berth supports by day, and inswre
perfect seclusion to each berth by
nig at.

Any Canadian Pacific agent wibd
gladly give you further particulars
and secure you accommodation in oone
of these cars.

A. H. NOI'm AN, Ass’t Gen. Passr. Agent
1 King St. East, Toronto
W H. HARPER, City Passr, Agent,

Kansas GCity, Mo.,

and Return

On Jan, 11th, 12th, and 13th the
Wabash wull sell pound trip tickets
from Chatham to Kanmsas City for
$27,70, good to returm om or before
| Jan. 16th. On payment of 50c to joint
agent, tickets will be extemded umtil
January 31st, 1903.

Solid wide vestibule traips to Kao-
sag City without chamge, the shortest

and best route from Camnada to the
west.
Proportionate low rates from all

| bbb dobob o deob b oo b b

stations om the Buffalo division

For tickets and other informat.on
apply to Wabash agents, or J. J. Rich-
| ardson, District Passenger agent,
| Northea$t corner King and Youge
‘ Sts., Toromto.
| J. C PRITCHARD, \\'. . RISPIN,
‘ Depot Agent. ity Pass. Agent
| Chatham, (mt
|
\
|

L.ime,
Cementsa
Cut Stone.
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We keep the bes: in jtook at right
prices.

JORN H. OLDERSHAW,

Thames Streeft,
Opposite Police
Statiomn...
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MILLINERY

pn AT
HALF PRICH.
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$1.00 Hats for
2.00 Hate for.
2,50 Hats for.
4.00 Hats for
50c Children’s Bon-

]
o

p seseen
1.0 Cnildren Boo.
nets for.... ...
1.50 Children's Bon
nets for. .

Opp. GRANU OPERA BUUSE, @

MRS. J. B. KELLY




