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virtually irresponsible ; and the Conclusion drawn from this Statement is, that
under the present System there can be no Prospect of a good and faithful
Administration of public Affairs.

Without entering, on the one hand, unnecessarily into a Discussion of those
general Principles to which my Attention is thus invited, .or digressing, on the
other hand, into personal Topics, it is enough for me to observe on the present
Occasion, that Experience would seem to prove that the Administration of
public Affairs in Canada is by no means exempt from the Control of a practical
Responsibility. To His Majesty and to Parliament the Governor of Upper
Canada is at all Times most fully respounsible for his official Acts. That this
Responsibility is not merely nominal, but that His Majesty feels the most lively
Interest in the Welfare of his Canadian Subjects, and is ever anxious to devote
a patient and laborious Attention to any Representations which they may
address to him, either through their Representatives or as Individuals, 1s
proved not only by the whole Tenor of the Correspondence of my Predecessors
i this Office, but by the Despatch which I am now addressing to you. That
the Imperial Parliament is not disposed to receive with Inattention the Repre-

~sentations of their Canadian Fellow Subjects is attested by the Labours of the
Committees which have been appointed by the House of Commons during the
last few Years to enquire into Matters relating to those Provinces.

It is the Duty of the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada to vindicate to
the King and to Parliament every Act of his Administration. In the event of
any Representations being addressed to His Majesty upon the Subject of your
official Conduct, you will have the highest possible Claim to a favourable Con-
struction ; but the Presumptions which may reasonably be formed in your
Behalf will never supersede a close Examination how far they coincide with the
real Facts of each particular Case which may be brought under Discussion.

This Responsibility to His Majesty and to Parliament is second to none which
can be imposed on a public Man, and it is one which it is in the Power of the
House of Assembly at any Time, by Address or Petition, to bring into active
Operation.

I further unreservedly acknowledge that the Principle of effective Responsi-
bility should pervade every Department of your Government; and for this
Reason, if for no other, I should hold that every public Officer should depend
on His Majesty’s Pleasure for the Tenure of his Office. If the Head of any
Department should place himself in decided Opposition to your Policy,
whether that Opposition be avowed or latent, it will be his Duty to resign his
Office into your Hands, because the System of Government cannot proceed
with Safety on any other Principle than that of the cordial Co-operation of its
various Members in the same general Plans of promoting the public Good. The
inferior Members of the different Offices should consider Neutrality on this
great litigated Question of provincial Policy as at once their Duty and their
Privilege. Diligently obeying all the lawful Commands of their Superiors,
they will be exempted from Censure if the Course which they have been
directed to pursue should issue in any unfortunate Results.

Some of the Members of the local Government will also occasionally be
Representatives of the People in the Assembly, or will hold Seats in the Legis-
lative Council. As Members of the local Legislature they will of course act
with Fidelity to the Public, advocating and supporting no Measures which,
upon a large View of the general Interest, they shall not think it incumbent on
them to advance. But if any such Person shall find himself compelled by his
Sense of Duty to counteract the Policy pursued by you as Head of the Govern-
ment, it must be distinctly understood that the immediate Resignation of his
Office is expected of him, and that, failing such a Resignation, he must, as a
general Rule, be suspended from it. Unless this Course be pursued it would
be impossible to rescue the Head of the Government from the Imputation of
Insincerity, or to conduct the Administration of public Affairs with the neces-
sary Firmness and Decision.

I need hardly say, that in the event of any public Officer being urged into a
Resignation of his Place by his Inability to give a conscientious Support to his
official Superior, the Merits of the Question would undergo an Investigation of
more than common Exactness by His Majesty’s Ministers, and that His
Majesty’s Decision would be pronounced with a perfect Impartiality towards
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