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JOHN BROWN AND
HARPER'S FERRY

(by Prof. Fred Landon)

John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Fer-
ry, Va,, in October, 18569, made a
profound impression in Canada. Al-
though the Chatham convention in
May, 1858, had been surrounded by
much secrecy there were some Can-
adians who knew that Brown was
meditating a bold stroke. Dr. Alex-
ander Milton Ross was one of these.
The Harper’s Ferry raid was report-
ed in detail in the Canadian news-
papers and commented upon day af-
ter day. In an article extending

 MRS. BEULAH YOUNG, editor and
publisher of the Detroit People’s
News, who was hostess to the del-
egates to the Annual Convention of

over more than one column of its
issue of Nov. 4th, 1859, The Globe,
of Toronto, points out that Brown’s
execution will but serve to make
him remembered as ‘“a brave man
who perilled property, family, life
itself, for an alien race.” His death,
The Globe declared, would make the
raid valueless as political capital for
the slaveholders and the South might
expect other Browns. References In
this article to the Chatham conven-
tion indicate that George
knew something of what had trans-
pired there and knew the relation
of the Chatham gathering to Harper’s
Ferry. Elsewhere, in the same is-
sue, the appeal of The Journal of
Commerce that Brown be not mar-
tyred was declared to be ‘“natural
from a pro-slavery journal.” Three
Wweeks later The Globe, with fine dis-
Cérnment, declared that if the ten-
s'ion between north and south con-
tinued civil war would be inevitable
and “no force that the south can
I‘a.iSe can hold the slaves if the north
Wills that they be free.” On the day
of Brown’s execution The Globe said
.lhat “his death will aid in awaken-
Ing the north to that earnest spirit
Which can alone bring the south to
understand its true position” and
that it was
the ascent of this fine spirit out of
tl}e money-hunting, cotton-worship-
Dl'ng American world.” Once again,
“'llll-insight into American affairs 1t
Pre(ll(-‘u:d that “if a Republican pres-
ident ig elected next year
ilrli;’l”t”“!" 1 dissolution of the union
5 satisfy them.” (the cotton stat-

The special initerest taken by The

Sa]s:e(-‘l.il American affairs and the
the »Sl";l‘lflfent on developments in
4 Ge‘(;rl” struggle were the result

ge Brown’s own special un-

Brown |

“a rare sight to witness |

nothing |

the National Negro Press Associa-

| tion, last month.

derstanding of questions across the
border attained during his residence
there before coming to Canada. That
he was reflecting the feeling of the
people of Toronto the death of
John Brown was shown by the mem-
| orial service held in St. Lawrence

Hall on December 11, 1859,

on

at which

the chief speaker was a Rev. Mr.
Kinnaird, who had himself attended
| the Chatham convention. In his ser-

| mon he referred to a talk he had had
with Brown in which the latter said
that he intended to do something de-
finite for the liberation of the slaves
the attempt. The col-
that was taken at meet-
forwarded to Mrs.
At Montreal a great mass meeting
was held in Bonaventure .Hall, at-
tended by over one thousand people

or perish in

this
Browi.

lection

ing was

at which resolutions of sympathy to
Among
this meet-

John Brown were passed.
those on the platform at
Holton, afterwards a
Brown-Dorion ana

administrations,

ing were L. H.
member the
Macdonald-Dorian
f:md John Dougall, the founder of the
Montreal Witness.

The slaveholders were by no means
blind to the fact that the abolition
movement had friends and
'm's in Canada, that there
fact, an abolitionist
at work for their undoing.
pers that were seized they knew of

of

support-
was, in
group actively

From pa-

Brown’s famous convention in Chat-
ham. In his message to the Virgin-
ia legislature after the Harper's Fer-

raid Governor Wise referred to

ry
Canada as a seat of abolitionist ac-
tivity. “One most irritating feature

of this predatory war, he said, “Is

that it has its seat in the British
(Continued on Page 2
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|WHAT ABOUT

BLACK AMERICA ?

The Thoughts of a British Visitor

(by H. W. Peet)

I have deliberately chosen the title
“Black America” for this short re-
cord of impressions of the Negro in
the United States, for one of the
chief things that has been brought
home to me is that the Negro, first
of all, looks upon himself as an Am-
erican His interest in Afri-
ca is hardly more than that of the
average Englishman concerning the
land of the Saxon, Norman and Dane

citizen.

from which he has sprung. I doubt
whether white America fully under-

stands this. The Negro tried to evi-
dence his American solidarity during
the war, discontents as he
now has—I will not to exagger-
ate them—are largely due to the fact

and such

seek

that he feels his citizenship is not
sufficiently realized.
On the other hand, there is obvi-

ously a general recognition of the ar-
rival of individual Negroes In
cultural Dr. Alain Locke,
the first Negro Rhodes scholar; Dr.
E. E. Just, the bioilogist, both of
Howard University: Dr. Charles W.
Johnson, the sociologist of Fisk: ana
Dr. George Car-
accepted in

many
matters.

saint of science
Tuskegee,
fields. In

the

that
ver,
their
poetry,
withholds

of are
respective

literature

music,
drama no
Mr. Paul

Hayes, Mr.
Walter White,
more—in-

and
praise of
Mr. Roland

Cullen, Mr.
and a

one
Robeson,
Countee
Dr. Du Bois,
cluding some of the wonderful actors

score

54 i because

Pastures”

They

he Green

are

in
they colored. are accept-
ed as artists.

Yet. Dr. R.
complished composer
of the Hampton Choir (which we are
shortly to welcome in London) told
me that at a Washington concert not
long ago, an elderly lady exclaimed
after watching the girls, “Why, they-

He founa
This lady’s

Dett, the ac¢-
conductor

Nathaniel
and

've all got straight legs!”
was serious.
and

the remark
ideas of Negro
were based on her acquaintance with
slavery

girls’ women

those reared in poverty in
days, among whom rickets and crook
common. She had
Negro, nor

ed limbs were
met educated
had she grasped the rapid
of the race. I gather her ignorance
is not as exceptional as it should be.
is only a little

never an

progress

Considering that it
over sixty years since Emancipation,

accomplish-
only

astounded at the
America,
have already men-
Washing-
S0 many

[ am

ments of colored not

of such men as I
tioned of
tons and its Motons, but
file.

many a

and its Booker
by
of its rank and

I have had
dents in Negro
and I find little
outlook and interests
white students. A group of
Atlanta
some of

talk with stu-

and colleges
their

of

schools
difference in
from those
girls at
for

University, instance,

whem were training as doc-
most as

about

tors or missionaries, but

teachers, cross-examined me

India, the colour bar in England, and

whether a bad or good impression of
the Negro was created by jazz mus-
ic. They wanted to know what Am
erican poets were read in Englana,
what had happened to Lawrence of
Arabia, and how the DBritish Labour
Party was progressing.

Evervwhere there is a thirst for
knowledge and educaticn, and [ ad
mire the w in which so many of
the risiniz generation are devoting
themselves to teaching. And wha
wonderful schools they have!-—won
derful in the sense of the fine mo«
ern equipment I feund, for instanc
at Spelman College, in the multitude
of course Tuskegee, or in the
community werk at Penn School, on
St. Helena Island And wonderful,
too, in the way rural teachers, such
as those I have seen in Alabama,

Georgia, and the Carolinas, are mak

ing the most of the humble buildings

and poorest equipment, and the man
ner they are heing aided by Rosen
wald Funds and .Jeand Supervisors.

The Negro will not fail the white
felk who see that he receives the
best education of which he is cap
able. And that means the best av
ailable. And I wonld suggest that
we white folk in the Old and New
Worlds would gain by further exten
sion of the Tuskegee and Hampton
spirit and method for our own sons
and daughters.

The Negro is progressing fast. But
I admit I cannot quite see clear!y
the ecconomic situation which is like
ly to arise as he proves his fitness
for any job. I share a little the un
casiness of Dr. Mordecai W. John
com, President of Howard University,
that thoughtful and spiritual leader
of his race, who said to me, “It is
not yet certain if the American peo-
ple are going to make an economic
class 'stem based on race. It is
still assumed that the colored man
is to be left on the lowest round of
the ladder. Labor Unions in gener-

al have never yet heartily receivea

colored man nor endeavored to

(Continued on page 4)
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