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HISTORY OF ST. DAVID’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
cution of the preacher was good, using 
only -brief notes and speaking at times 
with much fervour of argument and at 
others with much tenderness and pathos. 
There was no feeling of monotony in the 
services. In early years the several con­
gregations in Scotland issued to the mem­
bers at .the Comm union season, a piece cl 
metal which was called “the Token.” This 
sign was made of different shapes ami 
sizes and from different metals, according 
to the judgment of the congregation «su­

it was handed by the minds-

Presbytery and Congregate 
Discuss Scheme for Finan­

cial Control of Church.

throughly strengthened, the walls painted 
and panelled and when completed present­
ed a handsome appearance, being one of 
the finest in the city.

In 1872, the first Sabbath in January, 
morning service was dispensed with. A 
joint celebration of the sacrament of the 
lord’s Supper was participated in by all 

»the ministers and members of the synod 
of the lower provinces in this city.

Pastoral Changes.
In January, .1873, calls from the Pres- mg same, 

hyterran church at Merigomish, N. S., and ter, m the present* of the eWers to the 
Summereide, P. E. I., had been sent to members, and was taken by tho
Rev. Mr. McKay. He held the same retained and returned on the Commumon
under advisement. On the 4tlh Felbru- Sa-bbaVh day. It no
ary at a meeting of Presbytery in Calvin u?ml’lg evenJ.in 1 Cl, , „„mmemorate
churdh Presbytery agreed1 to acquiesce in “botit to I*u ticiipete, an

in the decision of Mr. Ferrie. He preach­
ed, Ibis farewell sermon on tlhe 14tSi April, 
from the text, 2nd Corinthians xadi—II: 
He left St. John on the 15th April, 1861, 
for his new sphere of labor and du<y 
and many of his old congregation wished 
him “God speed.” The other day the Rev. 
Wm. Feme was one of the four survivors 
of the famous band of Westminister 
divmes, 470 in number, previoody referred 
to, who, on tbaJt 18th of May, 1843, pro­
tested against the action of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. He 

lives in Monticello, N. Y.

bytery of New Brunswick, adhering to the 
Westminster standards. i

rhe First Minister.
There was no minister in St. John at 

hat time that Was associated with these 
gentlemen, but servioee were held from 

to time, until the 16th July. 1845, 
when the Rev. Robert Irvine, minister of 
St. John Presbyterian church, St. John, 
associated himself with them. Many mis­
sionaries were sent out to Nova Scotia 
and some to New Brunswick. Among the 
latter was the Rev. Lewis Jack- Supply was 
given to St- John by Rev. Lewis Jack, 
one Rev. John Stewart, of New Glasgow; 
Mr. Johnstone, who went to Quebec; 
Rev. John Turnbull. Rev. Geo. Burns, 
and Rev. Alexander Forrester supplied 
ordinances to a body of Christians who 
worshipped in St. Stephen’s hall, situate 
on the corner of Charlotte street and the 
North Side of King Square. Rev. 
Alexander
gular services in this building, open­
ing the same on the 12th June, 1848, for 
public worship.
Beginning of St. David’s.

This was the beginning of St. David’s 
church. On the 10th November, 1848, Rev- 
John Thomson, minister of Alnwick, 
M orthumlberland, England, with family 
left Liverpool for St. John, having been 
appointed by the colonial committee of 
the Free Church of Scotland to minister 
in St. John. Arriving here he preached 
in this city in St. Stephen’s hall on the

Dr. Thomson died at Forres, 
For only a

York.
Scotland, 1st March, 1893. 
week was this dbuitih vacant. On the 
3rd July, 1851, the Reverend William Fer­
rie, M. A., presented bis credentials to 
the presbytery with an application to bo 
received under its care. At this same 
meeting of presbytery, a memorial was 
presented and received asking for moder­
ation in a call to the Rev. William Fer-

Formation of Presbytery of 
New Brunswick Following 

Meeting ^Institute.
»

ime Complete Data of Pastors; P 
Events in Term of rWow Old St. David’s Was Organized; 

Something of Early Workers.
ne.

This application was granted and on 
the 17th July this congregation called Rev. 
William Ferric at a salary of £250, which now

Blow Inflicted in Fire of ’77—1- 
Recovered, Prospered and Progr,Description of First Church Building! Names 

of First Trustees and Minister.

I (Very few of the present generation can 
recall that memorable day in the month 
of May, 1843. ait Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Iwhen the great break in the Presbyterian 
church in Scotland took place. When the 
moderator, accompanied and followed by 
474 members of the then general assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, walked out in 
en orderly manner from the general as­
sembly hall under protest, leaving their 
comfortable glebe lands, manses and 
churches, in fact their all—their living, 
their livelihood, on the question whether 
or not in a parish church the patron that 
is the landed proprietor should have the 
power to place within the pulpit of the 
church a minister without the consent or 
expressed wish of the people. This break

Lord.” The congregation continued w»r- 
shipinng in this place at 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon until February 17, 1878, and al- 

altornate Sabbath evening. After 
17th February, 1878, the morning servie 

continued in the lecture room of t

V

so every
Forrester established re-V was

church and tire evening service every 
ternate Sabbath evening in the Mechar 
Institute. At the time of the St. ,T 
tire there was $9,600 insurance moitié- 
which $2,000 mortgage was due 18tb 

that date. TheThis was paid on 
ing committee of the church the 
$7,600 to commence and compl< 
church. The comer stoni* 
church was laid on the 13 
1877, and the church was cvi. 
opened for public worslrip on 
day of December, 1878. The lgilv Rev. 
Ur. MoKnight, then principal of Fine Hill 
Theological Hall, Halifax, preaching from 
Romans 14-17. In the afternoon a monster 
meeting assembled, it being the <4i 
service, and this meeting was ati 
by Rev. Dr. Wa-ters, Dr. Bennett And late 
Rev. Dr. G. W. M. Carey. Rev. Messrs. 
Howard Sprague and William Mitchell. 
In the evening another large congrega­
tion assembled and Rev. Dr. Cyrus Ham-

*
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LI (Iren's 
dressed

John Thomson, M. A., D. D.
(First Minister).

*.In October of the year 1861 this con­
gregation asked Rev. Neil McKay’to sup­
ply them for six months from October 20. 
On the 19th April this congregation called 
Rev. Mr. McKay at a salary of $890, 
which being by him accepted he was 
inducted as the third pastor on the 29th 
May, 1861. In 1864 this church was the 
largest contributor to the schemes of the 
church in the synod ef New Brunswick, 
the collection in the year 1861 amounting 
to $769.69.
School Room Added,

In this year extensive repairs were ef­
fected on the church and a new school 

was erected in the rear of the 
church -to the north side of the 
church lot. The building was 45x60, with 
a .17 foot ceiling wiith a deep 
cornice. If was the finest Sabbath 
school and lecture, room in the city. It 

room used for all meetings and for 
general religious and moral objects and

!»he accepted, and on the 7th August, 1851, 
he was inducted the second minister of 
this church. In 1852 the debt on the 
build ing and for the cost of the land on 
which the same was erected was £1,704, 
9s, id. In 1855 the name of this church 
was finally agreed upon and the present 
name was accepted, tad from this time 
on it was and is known as Saint David’s 
church. From December, 1848, up to De­
cember, 1858, a Mr. William Sewell was 
precentor of this church and at the cfoee 
of the year 1856 a volunteer choir was 
organized by which the musical part of 
the service was conducted.

Financial Management.
At the time an animated discussion 

took place both in. presbytery and congre­
gation as to the manner in which the 
churches would t>e financially managed. 
Whether under the oversight of the dea­
cons’ com* and an elective 'board of man­
agement or whether-, the churches would 
become an incorporated body, and if a

*

\David Waters, M. A , D D.LL.D.
(Fourth Minister).

the atoning dearth of Ohriflt. This Token 
was issued in Sainit David’s churdh up to 
about 1874, when its issue was discontinu­
ed. Whether the present system is an 
improvement otn the former practice is a 
question with some of the old members 
yet. A cut of this token is herein pre­
sented, showing the obverse as well as re­
verse sides. In order to raise the revenu? of 
the church the trustees in 1876 raised the 
pew 
were 
were

the desire of Rev. Mr. McKay to go to 
Summerside, P. E. I., and accepted his 
resignation, to take effect the 1st March. 
He afterwards resigned Summers! de a ni 
being called, accepted and. remained at 
Chatham, N. B., as their minister until 
ibis dearth there on the 15th June, 1898. 
Various ministère supplied the pulpit ol: 
-this church until the 10th and 17th Au­
gust, 1873, when the Rev. Dr. Waters 
preached. On the morning of the latter 
day he dispensed the communion. On the 
20th August a congregational meeting was 
held, resulting in another congregational 
meeting being held on the 2nd September, 
art wtiiich a unanimous call was extended 
to the Rev. Dr. Waters, then of St. 
Mary’s, Ontario, at a salary of $2,200. This 
call was accepted by him and he was 
inducted fourth pastor of this church on 
•the 3rd day of December, 1873. On the 
7th December Dr. Waters was in the pul­
pit as minister and by his side was a 

friend of his, besides 
friend» in

8
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room
<rente df .the church. Several pews 

raised from $12 to $24, double pews 
___ raised from $24 to $40, but notwith­
standing this there was at the end of thé 
year an adverse baflance of $169.70 to com- 

the memorable year of 1877 with.

1
V
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me nee
Destroyed in the Big Fire.

On the 16th April there came a call 
from old St. Andrew’s church, Toronto, 
to Rev. Dr. Waters with a guarantee of 
salary at $2,500 payable quarterly in ad­
vance. The matter was discussed by the 
Presbytery on the reasons given for the 
translation and those given against and 
showing a dissent on the part of ht.

was a

New St. David's. i

first Sabbath of December, 1848. On the 
13th June, 1849, Mr. John Thomson was 
introduced t* the Presbytery of St. John 
at Blackville. Northumberland county. His 
credentials being received and having been 
called and having accepted the call to 
this church at a salary of £200 currency, 
he was inducted minister on the 16th day 
of August at 11 o’clock in the morning. 
After these services the Presbytery, ac­
companied 
formed 
Bretlvern,
preceded 'by the building committee, walk­
ed bo Sydney street, at the present site 
of St. David’s church, where there was 
a large assemblage of, people to witness, 
the ceremony, in this city, at this time, 
both novel and imposing, the laying of the 

Stone of a public place of worship. 
His worship the mayor (Hon. R. D. Wil- 
mrit), late governor of the province, fav­
ored the occasion with his presence, tak­
ing a leading part in the laying of the 
foundation stone, and delivering a fine 
address. At this time this Church had 
no special name. -It was known as Thorn- 

Street Free 
and "Fourth

or division was called “The Disruption.” 
These disruptiomsts held that the people 
in the congregations ruled and that they 
should have a voice in the matter o£ the 
choice of the man, who should minister to 
them in holy and spiritual things; and 
for such consent and acquiescence they 
-would bè expected to pay his salary and 
the expenses of ordinances. Feelings ran 
high, house was ' divided against house. 
Family against family; members of fam­
ilies divided, and consequently such ac­
tion did not, nor could it, tend to make 
for things of peace. In those days there 
was considerable emigration from Scot­
land and the North of Ireland to the 
shores of New Brunswick, and this flow 
coming to St. John, many remained in 
St. John, altlkmgh many more took up 
grants in the surrounding counties.

Presbytery of New Brunswick Formed.

Presbyterianism spread here in those 
days and this unhappy division of the 
home church was imported to this and 
the other maritime provinces. The home 
churches, on both sides of the question 
sent to this side of the Atlantic mis­
sionaries called "deputies” to present the 
views of either side. On the 13th March, 
1845, a very interesting and most en­
thusiastic meeting was held in the Me­
chanics’ Institute of this city. The object

John'Archibald Morison, M.A., Ph
(Sixth and Present Minister).

1.long time
one who had many 
St. David’s. This gentleman

lin, of Bangor, Maine, preached fi 
Tim., 3-44:16.was I
St. David’s church cost... 
Received from insurance

,7wb;i:.\S $7,600.00balance
Collection by Dr. Waters. 4,600.00 
Collection ia churdh open-

'•-i 1by the Independent Re- 
Presbyterians and Methodist 

and two abreast, !i 213.33ia i-ngtwo
Contributions by congrega­

tion ......................................
Donations by members of 

congregation .. ...
Mortgage...................
Loan..........................

Balance current ..

<
5,474.48m !I .. 2,000.00 

..15,000.00 

.. 3,500.00 

.. 1,612.14

g
e

mtcomer
$40,1

ÉIi On the 20t-h June, 1881, a meeting If 
the session and trustees was called aft* 
service in the evening at which Rev. IS 
Waters intimated his intention to resitt 
the pastorate of this dhureh. He would 
table lids resignation at a meeting of t4ie 
Presbytery to be -held at St. Stephen ,011 
the 21st June and desired that no ob­
stacles should be put in the way of fris 
departure.
tional meeting was held under instruction 
from Presbytery -to appoint commissioaerii 
to appear before (the Presbytery at St;
John on the 12t'h of July. At the meet, 
ing of Presbytery on (the 12th J-uly the 
pastoral tic -between Dr. Waters and thi 
church and congregation was severed, D 
Waters having accepted a call to the R 
formed Dutch churdh *t Newark, N. J.
Dr. Waters died at Halifax 4th August),
1S97.

In the balance of the year-1881 and in 
1882 this pulpit was supplied regularly 
and on the 25th day of September, 188:), 
a congregational meeting was called iir.nl 
a call was presented in favor of Rev.
George Bruce at a salary of $2,000 but 
sustained by Presbyteiy at $2,21)10. On the 
9th October commissioners were appoint­
ed to prosecute this call beford , the Pres 
bytery. On the 10th call ,
was sustained by the Presbytery ''7! 
transmitted to Rev. Mr. Bruce. The Pres­
bytery of Hamilton, of which this gentle­
man was a member, met on the 21st Nov­
ember and at this meeting Mr. Bruce 
cepted the call to this congregation.

On the 5th December the Presbytery of

1 ■;
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church,” “Sydney 
Church,” “Centrai Church,”
Presbyterian Church," “St. Stephen’s 
Hall Congregation.”

son’s

Rf On the 4th July a a
Old St. David’s Described.

Old St. David’s churdh -was a woooden ■pas®»!
; .y ^

;■B/ William Fe-rie, M. A.
(Second -Minister).

•/*
- mm 1'purposes by societies generally. It whs 

in this room thait the Y. M. C. A. was 
<re-organized and it was the birthplace of 
the present association.

On the 27'th June, 1866, the union of the 
synod of New Brunswick w.irth the synod 
of Nova Sembla was consummated in this 
church.

In 1870 the trustees paid off $1,600 due 
on bond and mortgage, leaving the funded 
debt of this congregation at this date, 
$2,800.

corporation whether the trustees Should 
be communicante or not. The i^nod deckl­
ed that rthe matter of the election of trus­
tees would be letfrt entirely with congre­
gations without qualification, assigned to 
dhoose as they ma^ht see fit.

Rev. Mr. Ferrie resigned the pastorate 
of this church on the 9th day of April, 
1861, giving as a reason that he had been 
notified that a call had been moderated 
in to him by the Fourth Associated Re­
form Church in New York, and thait he 
had made up his mind to accept the same.

:
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■ George Bruce, B. A., D. D.
(Fifth Minister).

David’s against disturbing tile present re­
lationship, -the call was refused by Dr. 
Waiters. In tlhe year 1877, a year memor­
able in the life and recollection of many 
in St. John, the -trustees of this church 
determined to liquidate the debt of this 
church, which was $2,000. It fell due on 
the 18th July. Subscriptions were secured 
to meet this claim and some had been 
paid on the very day the church and 
many of the dwelling houses and business 
houses of the congregation were destroyed 
by fire on the 20th June. Only two Br­

other than the first pastornone
of this church, Rev. Dr. Thomson, of 
New York. Thus the first and fourth 
ministers of this church were together be­
fore the people. Dr. Thomson preached in 
the morning from 2nd T.imoithy, 3:15, the 

text he had preached from exactly 
25 years before and same day as bis first 
text and sermon in St. John. Tlie sub­
ject of his (text then was the duty of the 
church in times of danger, and he felt 

called upon to preadh the same sub-
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p Hi3T imOld SU David's,iBurned June 20, 1877. 1
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d
Wm mbudding 100 feet deep by 56 feet wide, 

with galleries around walls. The steeple 
150 feet high.. The grounds were en­

closed with a rtwo-foort ^ tone-mortar wall 
eight foot high. T.he first stated minister 
of this
Thomhjn. 'Hie first elders: Thomas Walk­
er, M. I).. •).vines 1 ‘aifiterson, LL. D. The 
first dew: Mis: lOdward Ohariters, John Wil­
son. The first U'iiMtees were Thomas 
Main, Th-imas Irvine, William Irvine,
Alexanxlc':- M. Kirkland. -John Sttewart,
David Millar, M. 1)., and la ne* Milligan.
Rev. Mi*. Thomson continued us bhe min­
ister of this church unltil the 30th May,
awecqTtcd,16after re^ ***** cepted h» resignation with-1 In 1871 many improvopienfs were^
invitations, a Presbyterian church and out caUing the congregation -together, they I on -the dhureh pioirerty.l i lie churc i 
ïongrcgaition tituaite on Grtmd Street, New -having through repreeentatives acquiesced painted inside and out/ the steepli

M -tHe meeting was to diffuse among the 
audience some information concerning the 
State end prospects of the Free Church 
0f Scotland- The addressee delivered were 
lof the most animated and thrilling nature 
Ond were listened to with marked atten­
tion. The speakers on this occasion 
the Rev- Messrs. MacMillan, of Cardross, 
and Patrick Leslie Miller, of Wallace town, 
(Dundee. The Rev. Andrew Stevens, 
brother of His Honor Judge Stevens,and 
the Rev. Andrew Donald, then of Norton, 
(Kings county, also took part. On the 17th 
dfarch, 1845, an agreement was entered 
into between Rev. Messrs. John Turnbull, 
of Blackville; Andrew Stevens, of St. 
btophen, and Andrew Donald, of Norton, 
(whereby they came out from the parent 
Church of Scotland and formed the Pres-
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Neil McKay, M. A., D. D.
(Third Minister).

were
îZ&ti-, ■; ' I EïfïBS

St. John met and -this call bain); ’ ’ 
up and letters (being received 
acceptance, gratification wa 
The induction of Rev. Mr. B 
for the 25th day of January, 
o’clock. During the long vacan 
rent church expenses ran bel 
$1,500.

In 1883 an effort was made

Communion Token, (Frontmand _0bverse^Vjew.)

tides were saved -froan the building, nannie- 
ly the Srtbbatih school organ and the clock. 
Steps were at once taken to continue the 
public services. The congregation 
shipped in the Mechanics’ Institute on 
the afternoon of the 24tih June at 3 
o’dockA Dr. Waters preached from Job 
1-21:

r :,ri t

ject but adapting himself to altered times 
and circumstances.

Dr. Waters preached his first sermon 
minister of this congregation in the 
ing froan the text 2nd Cor., 4-5: 
preach not ourselves but C hrist Jesus 
Lord and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus’ sake.” The sermon was appropriate 
and produced a deep impression. The elo-

as
wor-even- 

”In we 
our

made 
l was 

was
“The Lord gave and the Lord hath 

taken away; blessed be the n: me of the

y
l f\

— - M■

" >;

\ -, ; aoBBriiwi"
% . .$1.-1is- fc- ■

</

JL

r POOR DOCUMENT
4,

M C 2 0 3 3f

I

ÈËÊM j

I

fBiyns ,

. m
-- ’WA . - - S

■i....... ;.£ijg

y:\ ■ |

ï»

- 'XW0§*
I

¥ -,

fl

m
i

m
\

î

■ ■

\r :tWI

(.

:

^
- - ’ • j j • ■ y

'

i %» *-.f,

,v\

■

m

m
mm

im

■ 
----t

s:-

.u
yii

w
pg

jii 
m

m
s*

**
* 

- «

■f

y-
m

U
S*

!® .
ii--■4

m

m
m

; 1
-

m
m

m
m

m
m

iw
m

m
I

.

1

- 
....

y,
a

.

EH

Bf
 1

m
mh

im
î

m
i

-m
; .

S W
ÈS

&
trm m

ss
m

k

n
Ti

lt.


