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TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY
DRIVEN OUT OF HOMES BY FIRE

Friends Opened Their Doors to Those Who Were Rendered Destitute-Assessed Value
of Property Was Over $100,000-City Council Will Meet on Friday to
Consider Position--Mayor Says Investigation Will Be
Held Into Conduct of: Fire Department.
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BEGINNING OF THE FIRE.

—PRoty’ By G

o

Ssvernment Street. 3

Figher's black&mith shop where the fire started in foregtound, -Methodist Indian Mission in  back ground.

The disastrous fire which broke out
vesterday rendering hundreds of peo-
ple homeless has awakened the citizens
again to the water guestion, bringing
it more prominently before them than
it has been for some time past. It has
in fact become the live question in
Victoria again.

Mayor Morley this morning announc-
ed that he would call a special meeting
of the city council on Friday evening.
At it the whole subject would be gone
into,

“The council will be asked to pass a
by-law to provide for the redistribution
of water in the city at that meeting,”
said the Mayor.

There has been a lavish amount of
criticism concerning the two main fea-
tures of the inability to cope with the
fire yestreday.

The fire department has been subject-
ed to a good share of criticism for the
manner in which their work was car-
ried out. Blame has been attached to
them for the conduct of the battle with
the flames. This is but what generally
follows, but on the present occasion the
criticiem has been more severe than
usual, whether rightly or wrongly.

Mayor Morley announced this morn-
ing that the work of the fire depart-
ment would be investigated at once. It
will probably take place Friday even-
ing aleo. The fire wardens will prob-
ably deal with it with all the council
present, and afterwards the council will
it and consider the whole matter.

On the other hand the water supply
has come in for criticism also, that be-
inz blamed for the inability of the de-
partment to cope with the outbreak.

The investigation which will follow

Il likely be directed along the line of

:covering whether the department
Was to blame or were rendered help-

by the system of water supply.
Vater Commissioner Raymur states
originally a twelve-inch main was
on Douglas street to supply that
m of the city then intended to be
red. Since that time mains have
id on Cook and Government
Between Government and Cook
s exist on the parellel streets.
water being drawn west of
was impossible to draw a
the higher levels above
§ street, on Blanchard and Qua-

treets,

]

GENERAL COURSE
OF THE FLAMES

From Waterfront They Quickiy Ran
in North-easterly Direction to
Green Sireet.

For over five hours yesterday -after-
noon and evening the disastrous fire
pursued its devouring course through
the north-eastern section cf the city,
and when the sun set in the west its
splendor was marred and darkened by
drifting clouds of smoke which curled
skywards marking a wide area of
devastation. A hurried account of the
terrible catastrophe which has over-
taken the city was given in a special
edition of’ the Times yesterday even-
ing, but owing to the sporadic nature
of the outbreaks—occurring as they
did in several points almost simultane-
ously—it was difficult to follow the
general trend of the flames.

Like all great calamities of a similar
nature the cause of yesterday's fire will
probably remain a mystery. When dis-
covered it had already gained consider-
able headway.

The Starting Point
was in the immediate rear of I J. J.
Fisher’s blacksmith shop. In this place
there were several open sheds, and be-
hind one of these the fire is supposed
to have fouid its origin.

It was 2.30 p.m. when the first alarm
wags given. Before the brigade could
arrive on the scene a line of small
shacks fronting Herald street were in
flames. The fire had spread with al-
most inconceivable rapidity.

By 2.45 p.m. the shacks and outbuild-
ings which fronted on the Store street
end of Herald strest were renderéd in-
distinguishable by one vast mass of
flames." The hopelessness of fighting
these at their starting point was at
once realized by the brigade, which
turneqd 'its attention to the buildings
near the Government street end of
Herald street. Between the actual
scene of the fire and Government street
at this time wege the Indian mission
church, the building once used by the
Victoria Soap Company, and at the
corner of Government, Mellor's black-
smith shop.

The attentions of the brigade were

first directed to the old soap com-
pany’s works, inhabited by Chinese.
Just before 3 p.m. the Indian mission
church ignited, and in the space of a
few minutes was a masg of curling,
seething flames.

Pandemonium Prevailed
among the Celestials, and men, women
and children shouting, shrieking and
gesticulating hurried to and fro, carry-

ing as best they could their belongings
from the old soap company’s works,
which by this time it was apparent
could not be saved.

A strong southwesterly wind blowing
in intermittent gusts soon accelerated
the fury of the fire. From Store to
Government the flames were fanned
obliquely along the frontage of Herald
street. The Indian mission church was
the tallest building there, and from the
summit of it sparks and blazing debris
commenced to be carrieq by the wind
in a north-easterly direction. The im-
minent danger to all the surrounding
property was at once realized, and far
and wide the inhabitants of residences
were removing their belongings to the
streets angd disused lots.

All efforts to keep the fire confined
to the block in which it had com-
menced were unavailing and at 3:16
shouts from high up Herald street an-
nounced to the brigade and several
hundreds who had gathered in the
vicinity that St. John'’s church school-
house was in flames.

A Passing Spark

had ignited the roof and it seemed
that almost in the twinkling of an eye
the building was enveloped in flames.

A couple of hose lines were at once
rushed to the new outbreak, but as the
conflagration went further afield the
supply of water seemed to fail in pro-
portion. Nothing could stem the flerce
nature of the flames which gained in

fury, their appetite increasing with
what they fed on. Gust after gust of

wind swept - the devouring element
across the roofs of the surrounding
residences, while flying sparks and
hurtling debris continued to pour from
the Indian Mission church and were
carried on to the roofs of the build-
ings abave Douglas street on Herald.

The houses flanking St. John’s school-
house were soon a mass of fire. Still
there was hope, however, that the fire
would not spread beyond the two
blocks already ignited when on a sud-
den the cry went up that the roof of
the Calvary Baptist church had caught.
No ladders were available and in a
few minutes the lattice work at the
base of the steeple was a seething fire.
Men hurried into the edifice and saved
any valuables they could. The terrific

heat from the adjoining blazing build-

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

THE LOSS

Buildings destroyed s....e 97
Property 1088 sc.s..onsess-$10.000
Loss in household effects.$25,000
‘Amoun't of insurance over $50,000
bPe‘rsons left homejess by

fire, - ABOUL .. epwivessoni. 250

ings by thig time was almost intoler-

able and it Wsta.bou't nowithat it was [
realized #hat :the conflagration would

assume térrible proportions.

- Soon.the roof efithe Cali’aryA_Qaptig;;- X

church was
Wredthed in Fire. ;
The flames leaping uw licked the pin-
nacle which stood mearly: 150 feet
above the level: of ‘the_ground. The
sight was ‘en intensely spectacular one
and formed the outstanding feature of
the immense conflagration. The flames
were-now shooting high above. the
steeple and the sparks were carried in
ever increading mumbers in a north-
easterly direction. 3
“Take Care,” was shouted on all
sides. The steeple now skeletonized
against the sky amidst the envelaping
flames was tottering to its fall.. But
the cry was premature, for the steeple
held fast for many minutes though

shaking Hke a reed in the wind. A |

large portion of the roof fell in sud-
denly, and "then the steeple collapsed
rather than fell, scattering blazing de-
bris around the adjacent fields and
road.

In- the meantime the flames along
Herald between Geovernment and Store
streets continued to rage with unabated
fury.  The old soap works were now
ignited. Traffic “along Government
street was suspended as Constable
Palmer, in the interest of public safety,
had

Cut Off the Electric Power
of the city. At this time the shacks
near where the fire had commenced
were burned to the ground. With the
exception of the blacksmith’s shop,
which stood at the corner of Store
street, all Herald street from Store to
Government streets was in flames. The
Chinese who had occupied the shacks
and soap works steod together in knots
paralyzed by fear. ‘Although the soap
works by this time was completely be-
yond the control of the firemen, they
still continued to pour a thin stream
of water on the burning mass, doubt-
less in the hope of preventing the
sparks from being carried about.

Suddenly a‘*shouting and a stamgpede
fromi Government street was noticed.
The fire had galned a new foothold.
Far away up in Green street

A Fresh Outbreak

had occurred. Assistance was prompt-
ly tendered and within 20 minutes the
line of houses on either side of the
little street which runs from Quadra
to the unopened Pembroke street were
denuded of their belongings. Pianos,
chiffoniers, furniture of every kind,
were carried by willing hands and
stacked in an empty field close by.

But ‘the fire had gained an unceon-
trollable sway. Its empire was miracu-
lously confined to the houses which
lay to the north of the street. From
one to another of these it spread, lick-
ing up everything which opposed its
progress. Two seas of flame raged on
cither side of the narrow roadway and
from 4 o°clock until 4:30 the heat in this
district “was terrific. Nothing could
be done to impede the progress of the
conflagration until it finally showed
signs of being checked by the gpen
cecuntry beyond. One after another of
the houses on the north end of Green
street—filve on one side, and 7 on the
other, collapsed and fell inwards, their
ruins marked by the upstanding brick
chimneys, blackened by columns of
dense driving smoke.

It was at this point that the smnke
clouds reached .their thickest. Denge
banks of thick smoke, varied in color
from black to white, rose towards the
sky and

Spread Like a Pall
over ' the surrounding country. By 5
c¢'clock the danger in this district was
in .some measure mitigated. But the

.'Lo'oki'ng from the corner of Douglas and Chatham westward, and showing practialiy twe. blocks wiped.-ouf, -

>

" APTER THE FIRE

—Photer by Jomes, Govermment- Street.

country beyond which had checked the
devastation.

While the fire in Green street had
been raging, outbreaks had occurred in
several other points. The block where
the fire had originated was now alto-
gether a mass of flames. The heari of
the tenderloin district which runs frem
Government to Store sireets along
Chatham street was a mass of flames.
Luckily the inhabitants had time to
remove their - effects. and but few
household goods were lost in this lo-
cality. The flames raging in a diag-
onal fashion across the block missed
five of the shacks on the store street
end. From lots 6 to 37 on Chatham
street burned like tinder and in little
over ‘half an hour were completely
gutted. The telegraph poles running
along this block on Government street
were soon afire. Some of them fell,
some were pulled down, and the road-
way was littered with entangled mass-
es of wire.

Away as far as Pioneer street the
fire was raging without any hope of
diminution. It was at this point ihat
the first practical effort to stay its
progress was made. Constable Heath-
er, showing a readiness and a display
of foresight, which the other fighters
lacked, took upon himself the respon-
sibility of

Pulling Down Several Houses

in the vicinity. He was assisted by a
ready crowd of helpers who only needed
a leader. Several small one-stary
houses were razed to the ground and
by this means the flow of the devour-
ing element in this direction was ef-
fectually checked. Too much praise
cannot be accorded to the tact and en-
ergy displayed by Constable Heather,
under whose direction the houses were
prlled down.

Yet another area in which the fire

had gained a fierce hold by 5 ©o’clock |
| $3,000.

was a continuation of Chatham street
between Blanchard and Quadra streets.
Two houses in this locality were soon
in flames and the inhabitants of tlie
surrounding structures were busily en-
gaged in seinoving their goods.

Luckily the fire in ‘this district, owing
to the prevailing nature of the wind,
was conflned to a small area. In ihe
immediate vicinity only two houses
were consumed. The wind seemed to
have

A Circling Tendency
and as the evening wore on it decreased
in voiume. With its diminution the
raging nature of the conflagration also
decreased.

Two causes conspired which rre-
vented that fire from gaining an even
greater hold on the city, the entire
northeastern section of which it was
thought at one time was doomed. The
first was that the fire on Green street
reached an open field and was checked
by nature itself. The second was due
to the tact and determination of the
volunteer party under Constable
Heather, who ably supported by a
ready crowd of helpers, and later by
the party from Work Point barracks,
assumed the initiative in tearing down
houses and staying what at.one time
appeared the inevitable path of the de-

mitigation was due alone to the openvouring element.

LIST OF THE
BUILDINGS BURNED

Value of Property Destroyed on the
Different Streets of Affected
Area.

The following is a list of the build-
ings destroyed, together with numbers
of lots, the blocks in which they are
situated and the names of the owners:

Block E, Hearld Street.

Lot 470—1 house owned by Miss Par-
shalle, value $400.

Lot 471—Albion Boiler Works (dis-
used), value $400,

Lot 472—1 house owned by G. G. Mel-
drum, value $650.

Lot 473—Indian mission, value $1,500.

Lotg 474 and 475 are vacant.

Lot 476—01d soapy works, value $600.

Lot 477—Mellor’'s blacksmith shop,
value $250.

Block R, Chatham Street.

Lot 479—4 house owned by Lee Chong
and Lee Way, value $1,600.

Lot 480—3 small shacks owned by B.
C. Land & Investment Co., value $1,000.

Lot 481—3 small shacks owned by Lee
Way, value $1,000.

Lot 482—8 small
owner, value $1,000.

Lot 483—3 small shacks, owned by G.
G. Meldrum, value $350.

On lots 485 and 486, flve new houses
were saved.

(Block R, Herald Street, Above Douglas.
Lot 709—St. John's school room, value

shacks, same

Lot 708—2 houses owned by Mrs. G.
R. Roberts, value $1,700.

Lot 707—1 house owned by H. A. Por-
ter, value $1,500. ¢

Lot 706 and lot 705—3 houses owned
by C. Pellitier, value $6,000.

Lots 704 and 708—House and barn
owned by D. F. Geiger, value $1,600.

Block Q, Herald, Above Douglas.

Lot 718—Calvary Baptist church,
value approximately $8,000.

Lot 719—1 house owned by J. Robert-
son, $2,000.

Lot 720—2 houses owned by Mrs.
Fields and Mrs. Craft, total value $1,850.

Lot 728—2 houses owned by Mrs.
Munn and Mrs. Williams, total value
$2,400.

Lots 724, 725 and 726—3 houses owned
by Mrs. J. W. Williams, value $3,200.

On lot 729—2 new houses ascaped the
flames.

Block L, Chatham, Between Govern-
Ment and Douglas,

Lots 630 and 631—2 houses owned by
John Hall, value 8$1,200.

Lot 632—2 houses owned by Mrs, F.
Fraser, value $1,400.

Lot 6383—1 shack owned by J. Cots-
ford, value $200.

Lots 634 and 635—6 houses owned by
Wong Dick Yong, total value $6,000,

Lot 636—6 cabins owned
Lavelle, value $1,500. :

Tot 637—4 wash houses owned by
Hing Bros., value $2,400.

Lots 622 and 623—3 houses partially
destroyed, loss $500.

Lot 624—1 house owned by Mrs. J.
Bullen, value $650.

Lot 625—2 houses woned by Wan
Yuen & Co., $1,200.

Lot 626—2 shacks owned by Hook Sin
Tong, value $1,500.

Lot 627—2 shacks, same owner. Loss
included in above.

Block K—Chatham, above Douglas.

Lot 642—1 house belonging to Estella
Carroll, value $500.

Lot 643—2 houses owned by J. Mec-
Allister, value $1,500.

Lot 644—2 houses owned by F. Grath-
wolh, value $1,700.

Pioneer Street, East of Blanchard.

Lot 4—1 house owned by B. C. Land
and Investment Company, value $650.

Lot 6—1 house owned by Mrs. Scott,
value $700.

Lot 7T—1 house owned by A. Gray,
value $700.

Lot 8—1 house owned by Mrs. Kerg,
value $700.

Lot 9—1 house owned by Mrs. Pler-
rie, value $300.

by Ps

Lots 11 and 12—2 houses owned by

Mrs. G. P. Roberts, value $600.

South Side of Chatham, East of
Blanchard.

Lot B—1 house owned by Mrs. V,
Cox, value $2,000.

Same lot—1 house owned by H. F.
Tripp, value $1,200.

Green Street, East Portion of Five
Acre Lot 6.

Lots 15 and 16—2 houses owned by J.
Thompson, value $1,400. %

Lots 17 and 18—house and barn owned
by B. W. Brown, value $600.

Lots 19 and 20—2 houses owned by
Reliance Loan and Savings Company,
value $1,000.

Lots 21 and 24—2 houses owned by
Jas. Smith, value $1,000.

Lots 26 and 27—3 houses owned by
J. McAllister, value $1,500.

Lot 28—1 house owned by Mrs. A,
Stelly, value $650.

Lot 29—1 house owned by George
Cawthen, value $300.

(Continued on page 2.)

SUDDEN DREATH.

Edmonton, July 23.—The = sudden
death took place on Sunday night at a
summer cottage at Cooking Lake of T.
A. Stephens, a well known old-timer of
Edmonton. Mr, Stephens was staying
on the small island in the lake with Mr.
Gouin. He retired about 10.30. A little
later Mr. Gouin’'s attention was at-
tracted by a moan. Upon further in-
vestigation he found Mr. Stephens was
dying. He hastened to the landing in
a gasoline launch and alarmed Judge
Scott and others, but Mr. Stephens was
beyond human aid.

The largest license fee charged by New
York city is $500, and it is that paid by
pawnbrokers.
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