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PEACE IN THE
COAL REGIONS

DETAILS OF THE
NEW AGREEMENT

Notices Have Been Posted Request-
. ing Men to Return to Work
in Mines.

Fernie, May 6.—The following notice
has been posted all over Aown:

“To the officers and ‘members of U.
M. W. of A., district No. 12: The re-
sult of voting upon the new agreement
is as follows: For, 1,124; against, T47;
majority, 377. The agreerhent has been
duly signed to-day, and all members
of our unions are requested to end
their vacation and resume work at all
mines,

“(84.) F. H. Sherman, president, dis-
triet No. 18, U. M. W. A.”

Provisions of Agreement.

The agreement occupies four pages
of typewritten matter, and the accom-
panying schedules take up eight more.
The parties are the Western Coal Op-
erators’ Assoclation, consisting of seven
companlies, as represented by the Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America, district
No. 18. By it the provisions of agree-
ments existing prior to April, 1907, are
confirmed for a further period of two
years, excepting in so far as they are
changed by provisions of the new agree-
ment. Sixty days before the expira-
tion of the new arrangement a confer-
ence will be held by the parties to dis-
cuss a renewal. All the persons accept-
ing employment at mines, coke ovens,
and outside plants are to be governed
by the rules laid down in the agree-
meni. In the event of a local dispute
a man, with grievance shall submit his
complaint to the pit boss. If the pit
boss and the employees fail to agree
the matter shall go before the pit com-
mittee and mine superintendent. If
they fail to agree it shall be referred
to the general manager or general su-
perintendent of the company concern-
ed and members of the district board.

Should they fail to agree the dispute-

shall be referred to a joint committee
composed of three operators appointed
by the Western Coal Operators’ Asso-
clation and three miners appointed by
district No. 18. If this committee is un-
able to agree it shall endeavor to choose
an Independent chairman. If it can-
not do so the Minister of Labor shall
be asked to appoint such chairman.
The decision of the committee thus
constituted shall be binding upon both
parties. While the dispute is being
considered the men must remain at
work. In the event of an employee be-
ing discharged he shall not remain in
the employ of the company while his
case. is being investigated.. If a eglaim
is made for the time lost, thdjoint com-
mittee shall determine the ' compensa-
tionm, if any.

One important sub-section reads as
follows:

‘““Any breach of this agreement by any
of the parties hereto is not to void
the said agreement, but same is to
continue in full force and effect. It is
not-intended, however, by this sub-sec-
tion to abridge the right of the men to
suspend work untll after final settle-
ment as herein provided, if any opera-
tor or operators refuse to be bound by
any decision given against them under
this article.”

The article referred to is, of course,
that arranging for the settlement of
disputes. Payment for new work
which may arise is to be on the basis
of day wages until a wage scale has
been fixed by joint committee. The
promise of Hon. W. H. Cushing, minis-
ter of public works for Alberta, that
his government would introduce legis-
lation enacting an eight-hour day,
bank and bank, has apparently been
considered in the section relating to
hours of work. This clause reads:
“It ® understood that nothing shall be
held to afford any grounds against the
enactment of legislation respecting the
hours of labor in the province of Al-
berta.”

The balance of the agreement pro-
per deals with rates of wages, etc. It
provides that there shall be a 5 per
cent: Increase on contract mining rates
at the following mines: No. 9 mine,
Coal Creek; No. 3 mine, Michel; Lune-
breck and Canmore. There shall be
for outside labor an increase of 25 cents
per day on all $2 rates, and an increase
of 5 per cent. on all rates of $2.50 and
over. There shall be added an increase
of 25 cents per day to drivers, tail
vropers and hoistmen. It provides that
at Canmore, Bankhead, Lunebreck and
Lille an increase of 5 per cent. shall be
added to all other transpertation men
and those connected with the handling
of coal, this increase being given on
account of the longer hours of work at
those mines.

The schedules are four in number,
and give details of rates to be paid to
contract miners 'in various mines and
to other employees at inside and out-
side labor. In all camps the schedule
rates under the agreement are to be
the minimum rates paid, but nothing
in the agreement shall be construed to
prevent the companies from paying
higher rates should they desire. It is
also understood that where higher
rates have prevailed no reduction shall
take place. The custom at the Can-
more mine of the W. H. McNeill Com-
pany of deducting 2 per cent. of the
wages to cover mine expenses shall
be discontinued, and in lieu thereof
shall be submitted a deduction of 50
cents per month for blacksmithing and
sharpening tools. Explosives shall be
paid for by the men.

Coneiliation Board.

This afternoon the final meeting of
the conciliation board was held in the
drawing room of the Fernie hotel. Tt
was a public meeting, and members of
the press were admitted. Sir Wm.
Mulock presided. After the reading of
the minutes of the previous
Mr. Stockett informed the board that
it would not be necessary to enter upon
their labors, and thanked Sir. Wm.
Mulock for his response to duty in

meeting |

the dispute. - He read a statement de-
scribing the culmination of the recent
negotiations. President Sherman join-
ed In thanks to-the board, constituted
as they were for the settlement of the
grievance.

Sir Wm. Mulock said: “Speaking for
my colleagues of the board I presume
our labors end with this meeting. We
have not organized fully under the act.
It was not necessary for us to do so.
If we had to proceed with the inquiry
the oath of office and proceed to take
the oath of affice and proceed in the
usual way. We thought it better that
we should meet informally. We learnt
that the parties themeslves, aided by
Mr. Mackenzie King. were negotiating
a settlement, and we on our part de-
cided to defer formal action in the hope
that the happy result which to-day has
been achieved might be reached by the
parties themselves. You have I think,
acted most wisely in coming together
and adjusting your differences in this
way. It is true that the board took
no part in this matter. It was not
necesary for them to have dong So, be-
cause the fact that the boards were
within reach of both parties seems to
have suggested to them the uselessness
of their taking assistance of the boards
to do what they themselves could bet-
ter do if they were so disposed.”

Views of Minerg’ Officials.

Secretary J. A. Macdonald, of the
Mine Workers, when seen to-day stat-
ed that about 700 or 800 men had al-
ready left the district, but he prophe-
sied that there would be a full comple-
ment of men in every mine inside of
two month. “By two weeks,” he said,
“all the men will have returned to
work—that is, those who are §till in
the district. Regarding the new agree-
ment, there are still a few minor dif-
ferences to be arranged in the camps,
but a board composed of three miners
and three operators will sit to adjust
those. For ipstance, at Canmore and
Bankhead, there are differences al-
ready. There are certain seams in
those mines which at present are work-
ed by the day wage scale, and these
will have to be put on contract work.
Of course the miners will continue
working until after the board sits. I
believe all the men will go back, even
those who voted against doing so. Of
course some of them will not be exact-
Iy satisfled, but it is safe to say they
will return. Even if the conciliation
board had sat I don’t think we could
have obtained a better agreement than
the one we have just signed. The Coal
Creek and Fernie men will doubtless
return to-morrow. They will not all
be placed in the mines at once, as it
will take a week or two to straighten
things up. There will be falls to be
cleared and several other things to be
looked after. They will not be requir-
ed to sign on again, but can start right
where they left off.”

That the agreement reached was not
satisfactory jo all the miners was
greatly evident. Representative Doug-
las. of the Michel local union, who
ran against President Sherman for
president of the district last election,
and who was defeated by a very small
majority, says that the Michel men
are angry and feeling in that camp
runs high. “We have not secured,” he
said, “as good terms as were offered
at the Calgary convention. The out-
side men were hardly considered at alk
The Frank men are also disgusted at
the turn affairs have taken.. There {s
no' doubt,” he ' continued, “that the
men will return, but in Frank ang
Michel, anyway, they are dissatisfled.
However, they will obey the order of
the district board.” 3

President Sherman said that some
of the men will return to-night and his
statement is borne out by the fact that
already seme can be seen on the streets
with. picks and dinner pails getting
ready to go back to-night on the train,
About one-third of the miners have
left the district, according to Mr. Sher-
man.

Replying to a question regarding the
coke ovens he said that they -would
probobly start in the mornrﬁ'g, as they
had not been allowed to get cool, the
depreciation should not be too bad.
Regarding trouble in future he safd he
could see none near. The Lethbridge
company were given thirty days no-
tice by the men, but they had express-
ed a willingness to negotiate, and
would no doubt reach a satisfactory
settlement. The contracts at Taber do
not expire until the 1st of November,
and they anticipated no trouble when
the time for renewal came. “No,” he
said, “I thihk you can safely say that
there is no trouble in sight now.”

Arbitrators Leave.

Sir William Mulock, chairman of the
conciliation board, accompanied by
Deputy Minister of Labor Mackenzie
King, and his private secretary, Mr.
Giddens, will leave for the coast to-
MOrrow. 2 s

Arbitrators Smith and Parker are
also leaving for home and the opera-
tors who stayed to see proceedings
through have nearly all left.

The different representatives of the
district board will also leave as soon
as possible with the notices for resum-
ing work immediately. The order has
been already wired through to the va-
rious camps, but the official notice with
President Sherman’s signature will be
posted up on arrival of the board mem-
bers.

The whole situation is now relieved,
and in a few days Fernie will again
resume its formal condition, although
it may take a week or so to get all
the men back at work. For another
two years at least Alberta and British
Columbia should be free from coal
strikes. That this is due to the un-
sparing and indefatigable efforts of
Mr. King, acting in his official capacity
as Deputy Minister of Labor, is agreed
by all concerned, and the respect he
has gained from the miners should do
much to assist him in reaching a set-
tlement the next time his services are
required,

TWO ARTISTS DEAD.

New York, May 6.—The death of two
noted artists is recorded to-day. Max
Francis Klepper, artist and illustrator,
died on Sunday at his home in Filat
Bush. He was an animal painter of
note. Mr. Klepper was 46 years old.
Geo. B. Butler, R. A., the portrait
painter, died at his hime near Groton
Falls. He was in his 70th year,

COMING TO COAST.

Ottawa, May = T7.—Mackenzie King
wires that he is going to spend a few

coming such a long distance to settle

days at the coast. -

i\ Mitchell;
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SPLENDID OUTLOOK
FOR-RACING HERE

Victoria Dri')ing Club Organized and
Will Hold Meet Next Month---
Prizes Offered.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

Day by day the enthusiasm of local
horsemen is increasing as their plans
to make Victoria one of the great rac-
ing centres along the coast are arriv-
ing at maturity. Last night at a
largely attended mceting held at the
Driard hotel, the Victoria horsemen
organized themselves into an associa-
tion to be known as the Victoria Driv-

ing Club.

The following officers were elected to
control the newly organized club:

President, D. R. Ker; vice-president,
J. BE. Grey; 2nd wice-president, Jas.
secretary, W. C. Moresby;
treasurer, R. F. Taylor; committee of
management, D. E. Campbell, A. E.
Wade, J. Sylvester, Ald. Henderson, J.
S. H. Matson, L. Baton, W. Millington
and H. G. Wilson,

The immediate object of the newly
formed club is to hold a race meet. It
was at first thought that this could be
arranged to take place in conjunction
with the Victoria Day celebrations. Ow-
ing to the fact, however, that a cer-
tain indefiniteness exists as to when
the driving track will be laid down,
this idea had to be abandoned. From
information which has come to hand
it can now be announced that the meet
will be held on either the 7th or the
15th of June:

To-day & committee appointed at last
night’s meeting is inspecting the track
and a result of its inspection will be
laid before a meeting of the club to be
held at the Driard on Saturday night.
The date of the meet will then be offi-
cially announced. :

The Victoria Driving Club is now in
communication with all the other clubs
throughout the province and along the
Paeific Coast with a view to the selec-
tion of dates, It is hoped that the ar-
ranging of dates in places near each
other can be so selected as to dovetalil
with each other, so that horsemen dur-
ing the summer months can tour with
their animals and attend race meetings
on consecutive dates and thus in some
measure obviate the question of ex-
pense, which amounts up when race
meets in the various centres are held
on dates whicl’are wide apart.

Local interest in the new organiza-
tion is growing fast and the success of
the ‘enterprise iz assured. Already the
B/ €. Saddlery Company has offered a
complete set of handsome track har-
ness as a prize for a. driving contest.
Hotel proprietors in the city have also
come into line with the undertaking
and have promised to subscribe a spe-
cial purse, Numbers® of prominent
merchants haveé offered prizes for com=
petition among ‘British Columbia
horses. Irrespective of all these presen-
tation prizes, large stakes will be of-
fered and plans for the initial meet are
now so far advanced, and the club has
met with such co-operation,~that the
event is certain to prove a bumper suc-
cess.

At the meet to be held next month
there will he two harness and fouy/gal-
loping events. Thus both classes of
owners will be' catered for, and it is
fully anticipated that entries will be
received from all over the coast, C. A.
Harrison, who is taking a deep inter-
est in the welfare of the club, is in
communieation with Vancouver with a
view to ascertaining when the Ter-
minal City proposes to hold its first
meet. It is hoped that the two leading
British Columbian cities will be able to
work in harmony to promote the wel-
fare of racing in the province.

At present there are upwards of 40
standard bred horses in Victoria and
others are’ arriving every week. The
fame of the city as a traiming centre
is spreading far afleld. From a cli-
matic standpoint there is no spot su«
perior throughout the Dominion and
this is an element which must play a
large part in the development of the
industry here, having regard
highly strung nature of racers. That
the sport will attract large crowds is
an assured fact, as experience all over
the world has proved that nothing ap-
peals to the multitudes so much as
horse racing. The renewal of this en-
terprise in the ecity, which, in all fair-
ness, it must be stated is in a large
measure due to recent arrivals from
the northwest, bids fair to attract even
more widely spread attention to the
capial of the province than is already
shared by the Los Angelés of Canada.

NEW MEMBERS FOR
ATHLETIC CLUB

Many Names Added fo Roll of J. B.
A. A. --Committees
Appointed.

The James Bay Athletic Association
held their regular monthly meeting
on Tuesday at which the usual routine
business was disposed of, after which
the election of new members took
place. The following is the record-
breaking list of new members: E. J.
Mitehell, E. Erwine, C. H. Holmes, A.
McDougall, L. McCanthy, W. W. Laing,
A. Curtin, ¥. L. Willie, J. B. Jameson,
C. G. Duncan, D. B. McLaren, A. R. D.
Beatson, I. Hopkins, F. Ives, H. G.
Banford, F. J. Bittancourt, B. G. Rob-~
son, M. L. Sweeney, E. Hardy, J. W.
MecCarther, A. C. Rome, A. E. Cullen,
A. Grelg, L. 8. Cox, B. E. Stillwell, ;A.
Walter, R. Burgess, C. R. Bagshaw, W.
Barton, F. Fox, R. L. Howitt, A. Bur-
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rows, H. C. Thompson, J. Bendrodt, M.
G. Fry and J. M. Robertson,

In view of the large number of junior
members a special class in boxing and
fencing will be organized for Thurs-
day evenings, between 7.80 and 8.30
o’clock. All the junior members are
particularly requested to meet the
physical director to-morrow™~evening
at 7.30 o’clock.

Profesor Judges reports that great
interest is being taken in the ladies’
fencing class, but he advises the dis-
continuance of the class for the sum-
mer months, after June 6th.

The club has let the contract of get-
ting the tennis courts into condition for
he ensuing season to Messrs. Bishop
and Allen, =

Great interest is belng taken in ten-
nis this séason and a large member-
ship is anticipated. The following tennis
committee with power to add two more
to théir number, was appointed: D. B.
McLaren (chairman), D. Kent and C.
B. Daniel.

The J. B. A. A, have ﬁ.lmi decided to
instal an electric sign on ‘their club
house facing Bellville street, and have
already awarded the contract.

FRUIT EXHIBIT FOR
WINNIPEG FAIR

Public Meeting in Tourist Association
Rooms to Consider the Project
--Will Materialize.

(From Wednesday's Daily.)

A public meeting took place on Wed-
nesday in the rooms of the Tourist
association to consider the question of
forming an exhibit of fruits, flowers,
etc., ~at the Winnipeg Exhibition,
Brandon and Regina ' Exhibitions.
Though not largely attended, the meet-
ing was a representative one, Victoria,
Saanich, Esquimalt, the Fruit Grow-
ers’ association being all represented.

Beaumont Boggs was made chair-
man and Herbert Cuthbert acted as
secretary.

In a few words, the chairman ex-
plained the purpose of the meeting., It
was in order that the Island of Van-
couver and: edpecially that portion in
the vicinity of Victoria should have
a separate exhibit at the Zairs above
mentioned. He referred to the popular
conception abroad in the east that the
Okanagan was the only portion of Brit-
ish Columbia where fruit was grown.
Government publcations seemed td
fostier this.

s Secretary Cuthbert then explained
the project at greater length. The
fairs mentioned begin In Winnipeg
about the last week in July, and in the
other two places in the two following
weeks. It was proposed to have sep-
arate exhibit - for Vancouver Island.
This would cost in all about $1,000, ax-
clusive of the fares of himself and the
representative of the Fruit Growers’
Assoclation whose expenses would -be
borne by the Tourist Association. -Ia
addition tg, this the assoclation was
willing to bear the expense of -having
twenty Hrgé’views of fruilt and froft-
growing scenes framéd and transported
to the éast’™ = 2

The' $1,000” included the .cost-of any
loss in the sale of fruit,’ etc., the aaul-
ing of the exhibits to and from the
show -grounds; -at the three places, the
ineidental expenses, cost of fixing the
stands, etc., cost of the transportatfon
of the nursery stock and ' everything
except the transporfation of the fruit
which would be realized from the sala
of it.

The Tourist Association was further
prepared to make a grant of $100 to
this, provided the municipalities of Oak
Bay and Saanich should each contrib-
ute $100. : "

Mr. Stevens thought that the cost
of the exhibit should be borne, not by
the fruit growers, but by those - who
would benefit tuereby, the hotel keep-
ers, the real estate men and so forth.
Mr. Cuthbert pointed out that the
fruit growers were not asked to con-
tribute #ery much.- The "mnlclpa]lties
which would be requested to make a
grant would benefit. through the in-
crease in their population, the influx
of settlers, etc., which would be in-
duced.

Mr. Brydon, reeve of Saanigh, stated
that he had been instructed by the
council to visit the meeting and to
report upon its . proceedings. He
thought that Saanich would be pre-
pared to pay the $100 asked for,

John Nelson pointed out that there
should be little trouble in raising the
required sum. He thought that a com-
mittee should be appointed, consisting

to the Lof répresentatives from Saanich, North

Baanich, Victoria, Oak Bay, North
Cowichan, the Islands, Metchosin, Es-
quimalt and the Fruit Growers’ Asso-
ciation, who should canvass the com-
munities.

The following resolution, moved by
J. Nelson, seconded by T. Brydon, was
passed: “That. this meeting endorses
the proposal that.an exhibit be made
at Winnipeg under the title of the Vic-
toria Fruit Growers’' Association,  re-
presenting the Saanich, North Saanich,
Oak Bay, Cowichan, Salt Spring Island
and Metchosin districts.

“That a committee be appointed to
represent different districts and asso-
ciations to go into question of cost,
character of exhibit, ete,

“The committee to be composed as fol-
lows: Victoria municipality, A. W.
McCurdy, J. Nelson, Goldie Wilson;
Saanich ' municipality, Reeve Brydon;
North Saanich Municipality, Mr. Arm-
strong; Oak Bay, Ald. Noble; Cow-
ichan, W. H, Hayward, M. P. P.; Sailt
Spring Island, W. Bullock; Metchosin,
Mr. Fisher; Saanich:Agricultural As-
soclation, Henry Tanner; Islands Agri-
cultural Association, Wm. Scott; Vic-
toria Agricultral Association, Ald.
Henderson; Tourists and Horticultural
Association, E. A. Wallace, A. Ohlson,
— Layritz; Victoria Fruit Growers’ As-
sociation, Capt. Colliston, Mr. Grant,
Mr. Martindale.”

PRICE OF LUMBER,.
Advances Announced by the Dealers. of
Winnipeg. e

———

Winnipeg, May 7.—Following the lead
of the retail dealers of Calgary, who last
week raised the prices of the chief de-
scriptions of lumber by from $3 to $4 per
1,000 feet, the retail dealers of Winnipeg
will this week raise the price of dimen-
sion lumber by $2 per 1,000 feet, and the

price of shiplap by $3 per 1,000 feet.

ONE HUNDRED -
PERSONS DROWNED

e e —

DISASTER OFF THE
(0AST OF -URUGUAY

French Steamer Bound From Mar-
seilles For Buenos Ayres Has
Been Wrecked.

Buenos Ayres, May 8.—A dispatch
from Montevideo, published here to-
day, announces that the French steam-
er Poitou, from Marseillés, April 6th,
for this port, has been wrecked off the
coast of Uruguay.

One hundred passengers and
are sald to have perished.

Panic on Board.

Montevideo, May 8.—Thé French
steamer Poitou struck 30 yards from
shore at a spot called Rincon de Her-
rero. Ar pante broke out on board and
a great number of people jumped over-
board.

Customs officials at Rince de Her-
rero saved 50 out of 300. How many
others saved is not known.

It is thought one hundred persons
were drowned.

crew

HAVE BURIED THE HATCHET:

Peace Reigns Again in the French
Cabinet.

Paris, May 7.—The dissentions in the
Clemenceau cabinet evidently have at
least been . temporarily palched up.
When parliament reassembled to-day
the attitude of the moderate republicans
was more friendly and the prevailing
impression was that the ministry would
successfully defeat the assault planned
by . the members of the extreme left,
supported by a section of the Radical
Socialists, under the leadership of M.
Pelletan, ;

TELLS OF CONDITIONS
IN CANADIAN WEST

W. C. Mathews is Optimistic---Why
Manitobans Are Coming_ to
1, This Province.

Winnipeg, Man.,, May 6.—Mr. W. C.
Mathews, Toronto, general manager of
R. G. Dun & Co., in the course of his
annual tour throughout the west, said
in reply to a question as to the effect
of the grath blockade upor payments
and trade, that it had no effect in
tightening up money. “But in British
Columbia, in Vancouver and Victoria,
where I have just been,” he continued,
“trade has been good and people have
been paying up pretty well. There, of
course, they are but little affected by
the grain blockade. The banks, how-
ever, have been tightening up money
in the matter of real estate, which no
doubt is a wise policy., Nor do people
complain much in "Calgary’ and Ed-
monton and payments there have been
good. There ig something in the west
that is very exhilarating and the feel-
ing is, that if things are not right to-
day, they will be very soon. If transe-
portation facilities could be improved
they feel that they could soon get out
of their troubles,

“A large amount of money is being
brought in by settlers, in small sums
irr each case, but a great deal in the
aggregate and there were few com-
plaints that payments were not quite
as good as expected. There was a gen-
eral feeling of hopefulness, which af-
fects creditors as well as debtors, and
bankers say that they. are prepared to
look after legitimate mercantile cus-
tomers, but they are setting their faces
against real estate advances, and wisely
50. Things have gone on too fast and
in some places have almost reached
the danger limit: They have been go-
ing on in a rising market, buying to-
day and selling to-morrow at a higher
price, and it was only a question of
time when the top point would “be
reached, and I think it is about there.

“There is a great future for both
Edmonton and Calgary. Edmonton is
in the centre of a splendid agricultural
country, and the city has a great fu-
ture ahead of it, but it will take time.
Many places in the west are suffering
from their inability to deal with the
iarge influx - of :population. Settlers
have been coming in faster than they
can take care of them comfortably. One
of the difficulties is illustrated by the
high price of Tumber; but at the same
time they are not suffering to the
same extent as settlers did in Ontario
in the early days, nor even in Mani-
toba’a few years ago.

“A good many people are getting un-
easy about the weather conditions, but
these seem to be universal, for they
are in trouble both in the east and in
the south. My experience is that these
things will not turn otlt as bad as is
anticipated. We have to have some
poor years. As long as the tide of im-
migration continues to flow as it is do-
ing now, I do not think there can be
any serious setback. In fact, a tem-
porary check would be a very healthy
thing.

“The C. P. R. irrigation scheme in
the neighborhood of Calgary is a huge
undertaking, and they have greéat hopes
for the development of the district,
They are bringing in lots of Americans
from the irrigated states, who are buy-
ing land, and they hope for a larger in-
crease in the near future. There is one
thing that is particularly attractive to
Americans, that is that they have a
guarantee of water from the govern-
ment. In the United States questions
of water rights arise and a man who
buys land often buys a lawsuit. In the
Calgary district when a. man buys land
he has a government guarantee that he
will be always supplied with water at
b0 cents an acre,

“In British Columbia the fruit grow-
ing Indugtry {is increasing very rap-

‘ D
idly.. They say that many Manitoba
people are buying land and locating
there. They are induced to go by the
fine climate as well as by the prospect
of fruit farming.

“I have only been a day in Winni-
peg and can't say more than that
since I was hese a year ago, you have
put up a large number of very hand-
some buildings, as indeed they have
done in Calgary, Edmonton and Re-
gina. The last year has brought about
tremendous changes. I have been com-
ing to Winnipeg since 1879 and from
the first I never had any doubts about
Winnipeg’s future, although it has
taken longer to get to its present point
than I expected. During the last five
years, however, the advance has been
very marked. I do not know any city
on the continent that has so many fine
wholesale houses.”

Mr. Mathews was optimistic gen-
erally with regard to the west and cor-
roborates what has been said by many
other regular visitors to the west. He
made an interesting statement regard-
ing the cause of Toronto's growing
time, saying, that “it was largely due
to the rapid expansion of the west.”

INCREASED TRAFFIC
TO AUSTRALIA

Steamer Manuka Brings Long Pass-
enger List Chiefly For
San Francisco.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

With a long passenger list, the majority
of whom are destined for San Francisco,
the steamer Manuka, of the Canaaian-
Australian line, reached port Tuesday
evening. The Manuka has replaced the
Miowera on the route, but it is likely
that she will only make one more voyage
this summer, and on her withdrawal the
Miowera will ply as heretofore.

BEvery voyage of the Canadian-Aus-
tralian liners shows an increased passen-
ger traffic. This is consequent upon the
withdrawal of the vessels of the Oceanlc
Steamship Company which formerly plied
between Sydney and San Francisco. Aus-
tralians en route to United States points
are now coming via Victoria.

To meet this increased traffic the Union
Steamship Company, which operates the
Canadian-Australian line, has now under
construction at Greenock a new wessel
called the Mirama. Full details of this
addition to the fleet have alréady appear-
ed in the Times, and the vessel, which is
guaranteed to stéam sixteen and a half
knots, will make her initial voyage to
Victoria next spring.

The Manuka passed through ideal
weather during her trip to this Coast. The
report of the voyage is incorporated in
the following report drawn up by the
purser:

‘“Departure was taken from Sydney on
April 15th, Brisbane April 17th; Suva,
Fijl, was touched on April 22nd, and
Fannings Islands on the 27th, to land
stores for the cable station. Honolulu
was reached on the 29th, and cargo and
malls landed and taken in, the steamer
leaving again at 11 o’clock the same even-
ing. Ideal weather prevailed throughout
the trip, accompanied by smooth seas,
deck games during the day and social
entertainments in the evening were In-
dulged in and enjoyed to the fullest ex-
tent by all ©n board. The final social fune-
tion in the first-class was held Monday
evening, when a successful fancy dress
ball was held, and Miss Ackman, as &
gYypsy, was perhaps the best of a decided-
ly good lot of fancy dresses, Messrs.
Campbell and Fleming heading the list
for the gentlemen.  In the second-class a
champagne supper and concert was held,
presided over by Mr. Wm. Cable, when
everyone took farewell amid mutual re-
grets."”

The vessel had between 600 and 700 tons
of general freight on board, among which
were large quantities of a perishable
nature. At this port she discharged 50
tons. She had over 400 passengers. After
lying at the outer wharf during the night
she sailed for Vancouver at 7 o’clock on
Wednesday morning.

CHANGED PLANS,

J&panese Prince Will Likely Spend a
Time in This City.

A dispatch from Ottawa announces
that Consul-General Nosse has re-
ceived - a message to the effect that
Prince Fushimi has changed his plans
respecting the tour across the contin-
ent of America on his way home from
London,

The intention now is that*®he shall
spend a much longer time in Canada
and instead of taking the Empress
liner at Vancouver on June 10th, he
will come by easy stages to the coast
and. sail from Seattle on June 2ist.

This arrangement will allow for the
distinguished visitor making a stay in
the city} of Victoria.

RUSSIAN RECRUITING BILL.

St. Petersburg, May 7.—The Emperor
yvesterday sanctioned the recruiting bill
which was recently adopted by the
lower house of parliament.

COME FROM INTERIOR
TO THE CELEBRATION

Government Declare May 25th a
Holiday Which Will Allow
Visitors to Attend,

(From Wednesday's Dally.)

It will be good news to the residents
of the city that the provincial gov-
ernment will declare Saturday, May
25th, a public holiday. This action on
the part of the government will be
followed - by an inecreased attendance
at the celebration of Victoria Day in
this city..

Hon, H. E. Young, provincial secre-
tary, is in receipt of a message from
A. 8. Goodeve, of Rossland, acquaint-
ing him with the fact that there were
many in the interior of the pProvince
who would like to attend the celebra-
tion in Victoria were it not for the
fact that Saturday not being a holiday
intervened and prevented their coming
to the coast,

This was met by Hon,
who, after consulting his colleagues in
the city, decided that no such obstacle
should stand in the way of those in
the interior, and a holiday in al) the

Mr. You;qu

government offices will be declare
the next Gazette, o S

OPENING OF THE
FAIR OF NATIONS

VARIOUS BOOTHS WERE
WELL PATRONIZED

Address Inaugurating It Delivered By
Mayor Morley—Scene a
Brilliant One.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

The long anticipated Fair of Nations
is now in full swing. This fair, the
proceeds of which are to go directly
towards furnishing the new Y. M, C,
A, building, now being planned, was
very successfully opened last evening
by His Worship Mayor Morley, and
will continue to be in” full swing all
to-day and to-morrow.

The large Assembly hail, the scene
of the activity, is most elegantly des
corated with flags of different na-<
tions, bright colored bunting, brilliant-
ly tinted lanterns, and artistically
shaded lights. The representative
booths on either side of the copacious
hall are superbly designed and attend-
ants dressed in their respective cos-
tumes make indeed a most beautiful
and attractive scene.

At the far end of the hall is a raised
platform from which an orchestra dis-
persed music, and the other numbers
of a delightful programme were ren-
dered.

A large crowd attended last evening,
and the seating capacity provided was
found altogether inadequate, and many
were obliged to stand during the
opening speeches and the concerf
which followed.

Mayor Morley declared the fair form-
ally open in a short address, in which
he dwelt upon the crying need of 3
new Y. M. C. A. building in our city,
and stated that it was by far the most
important feature to be looked forward
to at the present time. He commended
the Women’'s Auxiliary very highly,
giving them some well merited praise
for their unstinted work and sacrifice
for such a worthy cause. He continued
that the city council would certainly
do all in its power to back up such a
movement, just how much he was not
at present prepared to say, but he
thought that if three-quarters of the
building fund could be secured outside
of the council, the counecil would not
see them stuck for the balance. He be«
lieved that this one-quarter would be
saved from police money if such a
building were erected, where the youth
of the city could congregate for clean,
healthy amusement, instead of, ag
many do at present, visiting saloong
and billiard rooms of at least a ques«
tionable character.

Mrs. ;Day, president..of  the . United:
Women's Society, of the city, followed
the Mayor in a short but interesting
address, congratulating the ladies on
devoting themselves to the assistance
of the Y. M. C. A, at a time when they
were so badly in need of a Y. M. C. A,
building, but she intimated that when
the time was ripe they would look tg
the men for assistance in erecting g
building for themselves.

Mr. Brace, secretary of the Y. M. C,
A., responded very heartily to this sugs
gestion, expressing the gratitude of the
Y. M. C. A. to such loyal supporters,
and assured them that when the timg
came for their Y. W. C. A. structure
the men would not be found wanting,

The musical programme that followe«
ed was most agreeable. Several selec«
tions by Mr. Longfleld's orchestra werq
glven, and Mr. Kinnard sang a beautis«
ful song, “Anchored.” Miss Underhill,
elocutionist, recited a most humerous
selection entitled the “Obstructive Hat
in the Pit,” which called forth unstint.
ed applause. Mrs. Herchmer, soprano,
rendered several old ballads, her beau-
tiful voice being heard to advantage in
the large hall, On account of the late«
ness of the hour the intended fancy
drill was dispensed with, but will bg
seen this evening and to-morrow.

After the concert the crowd betooH
themselves to visiting .the different
booths and patronizing the goods dis<
played therein, enlivened meanwhilg
by the soft strains of the orchestray
The Icelandic booth, attended by the
ladies of the Knox and Colomba Pres«
byterian churches, did a rushing ice
cream business throughout the even+
ing, and wultimately had to enlarge
their premises. The “Yankee” booth;
attended by the Metropolitan Methodist
ladies, where peanuts and popeorn
were sold, was very popular with the
little folks, and many a ten-cent piece
and its owner was parted there also,
The Japanese hooth was indeed a
slice of the “Flowery Kingdom,” the
realistic effect of the lanterns,  phra-
sols and Oriental goods being heightens
ed \by the modest Japanese costumed
maiden attendants, flitting in and out,
serving tea and other dainties, The
Canadian booth, controlled by the Cal-
vary Baptist church, is a big drawing
card. There were to be found numers
ous home-manufactured products,
fancy work and a large assortment of
Indian curios, Including baskets and
mats. Adjoining “Canada’” is “Ire-
land,” attended by winsome Irish
lassies in charactenristic costume. The
booth was artistically decorated with
bunting, flags and shamrock, and linen
and postcards and fancy ¢ushion tops
are on sale. Last, but not least, is the
fantisticly costumes Gypsies in their
artistically decorated booth, where in
addition to the other attractions l‘s E: |
real palmist. J

Meals were served throughout
evening, but the special ev
eating line is the alg Engl
from 12 to 2 to-day.
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